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CORRECTED NOTICE OF INFORMATIONAL BRIEFING

The time has been changed to 9:30 AM.

DATE: Friday, January 26, 2024
TIME: 9:00AM 9:30 AM
PLACE: Conference Room 329

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE

A live stream link of all House Standing Committee meetings will be available online
shortly before the scheduled start time.

Click here for the live stream of this meeting via YouTube.

AGENDA
The purpose of this briefing is to inform and update the Committee and the public about the Pediatric Mental Health
Care Access grant awarded to the Family Health Services Division of the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH).
Through this five-year grant from the U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration, the Department of Health
seeks to develop and implement a Pediatric Mental Health Care model to support pediatricians and health care
providers working with families of children and youth ages 3 to 21. Given the shortage of behavioral health providers
in rural communities and limited service options available for families, Hawaii is working to promote behavioral health
integration into pediatric primary care settings.

In year three of its grant cycle, the aims of this project are to: (1) increase the network of pediatric mental health teams;
(2) provide trainings on early identification, diagnosis and treatment for children and youth mental health; (3) distribute
information on timely mental health detection and supports available, and (4) increase access to mental health
prevention and support in rural communities.

The following persons and/or organizations have been invited to participate in this briefing:

Matthew J. Shim, PhD, MPH, Chief, Family Health Services Division, Hawaii DOH;

Keiko Nitta, Children’s Specialist, Children with Special Health Needs Branch, Hawaii DOH;
Renzymeir Baloran, Pediatric Mental Health Care Access Coordinator, Hawaii DOH;

J. Gary Dela Cruz, MD, Pediatrician, Assistant Chair, Department of Pediatrics at Kapiolani Medical
Center for Women & Children;
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5. Anthony P.S. Guerrero, MD, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Queen’s Health System; and
6. Justina Acevedo-Cross, M.P.P., Program Director, Community Grants and Initiatives, Hawaii Community
Foundation.

No public testimony will be accepted.
If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids and/or services to participate in the House public hearing process (i.e.,

interpretive services (oral or written) or ASL interpreter), please contact the Committee Clerk at least 24 hours prior to
the hearing so arrangements can be made.

For further information, please call the Committee Clerk at (808) 586-9425.

Rep. Della Au Belatti
Chair

Hearing HLT 01-26-24 Info.DOCX
T



