
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

I077 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MARU32023 

RE: s.B. No. 786 
s.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty—Second State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2023 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means, to which was 
referred S.B. No. 786, S.B. l, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SEARCH AND RESCUE," 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to require 
government entities to seek reimbursement for search and rescue 
expenses for persons who require rescue after ignoring warning 
signs, leaving a hiking trail to enter a prohibited area, or 
hiking on a trail closed to the public. 

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of Law Enforcement. Your Committees received 
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Honolulu Police 
Department. Your Committees received comments on this measure 
from the State Fire Council, Department of Fire & Public Safety of 
the County of Maui, and Honolulu Fire Department. 

Your Committees find that state and county agencies are 
regularly called upon to participate in search and rescue 
operations for people who have ignored posted warnings, left 
defined hiking trails, and ventured into closed areas. Standard 
search and rescue of lost or injured persons are anticipated and 
part of the expected operations of first responders, but when an 
individual chooses to the ignore warnings of government agencies 
or private landowners to maintain public safety, ongoing 
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operations must be put on hold and agencies must incur additional 
unbudgeted costs and expenses to find and rescue these 
individuals. This measure requires agencies to pursue 
reimbursement of those extra costs and expenses from an individual 
who unreasonably disregarded their safety by ignoring warnings or 
leaving hiking trails, resulting in the need for rescue services. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means that are attached to 
this report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and 
purpose of S.B. No. 786, S.D. l, and recommend that it pass Third 
Reading. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Judiciary and 
Ways and Means, 

‘VWJJD IQW 
DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Cha KARL RHOADS, Chair 
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The Senate 
Thirty-Second Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Judiciary 

JDC 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

5B #86 3D! Psm, JDc/WAM of 3 ‘13 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Rec mmendation is: 

@488, unamended D Pass,with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 231 3 

Members Aye / Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

RHOADS, Karl (C) \// 
GABBARD, Mike (VC) l// , 
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.c. 1/ // 
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. l// 
AWA, Brenton V 

T o T A L / ( S 
_——— 

’— 

Recommendation: 
Adopted D Not Adopted 

/ x 

Ign 

Distribution: / Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised: 11/30/22



Committee on Ways and Means 

The Senate 
Thirty-Second Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 

WAM 

Bill / Resolution No.:* 

SB ‘789 SM 

Committee Referral: 

Wt )Ibc/‘w AM 

Date: 

9/9/2a 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments D Hold 
2310 231 2 2311 

D Recommit 
231 3 

Members > ~< 
CD Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (C) 

KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert s.c. (v0) 
AQUINO, Henry J.C. 

DECOITE, Lynn 

INOUYE, Lorraine R. 

KANUHA, Dru Mamo 

KIDANI, Michelle N. 

KIM, Donna Mercado 

LEE, Chris 

MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. 

SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. 

WAKAI, Glenn 

Xxxxxxxxxwxx 

FEVELLA, Kurt 

TOTAL [7’ 
Recommendation: 

Adopted D Not Adopted 

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: 

Distribution: Original U Yellow Pink 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency 

Goldenrod 

Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised: 11/30/22


