
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR17
,2023

RE: S.B. No. 612
S.D. 1

H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Homelessness, to which was
referred S.B. No. 612, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SERVICE ANIMALS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require sellers or
providers of emotional support animals, and sellers and providers
of certificates, identifications, tags, vests, leashes, or
harnesses that identify an animal as an emotional support animal,
to provide certain written disclaimers to buyers or recipients of
an emotional support animal or item.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Human Services, Disability and
Communication Access Board, and three individuals. Your Committee
received testimony in opposition to this measure from the Retail
Merchants of Hawaii. Your Committee received comments on this

measure from the Hawaii Civil Rights Commission.

Your Committee finds that there is often confusion about the
definitions for different types of assistance animals. Many
people do not understand the difference between a service animal,
which is individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the
benefit of an individual with a disability, and an emotional
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support animal, which provides comfort or emotional support to its
owner and is not qualified as a service animal under the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Your Committee further finds that federal and state civil
rights laws provide for the right of persons with disabilities to
reasonable accommodation. The use of a service animal is the
reasonable accommodation for a person with a disability, whereas
emotional support animals cannot be used as a form of reasonable
accommodation. Requiring a written disclaimer when a person
purchases or receives an emotional support animal or certain items
for emotional support animals will help reduce confusion
surrounding the differing treatment of these animals.

Your Committee finds that the companion to this measure, H.B.
No. 871, H.D. 1 (Regular Session of 2023), was previously passed
by your Committee.

Your Committee has amended this measure by deleting its
contents and inserting the contents of H.B. No. 871, H.D. 1, a
measure that:

(1) Requires sellers or providers of emotional support
animals to provide a written disclaimer regarding the
emotional support animal, including that the animal does
not qualify as or have the same rights and privileges as
a service animal and that knowingly misrepresenting an
emotional support animal may be a violation;

(2) Requires sellers or providers of certificates and
identification tags for emotional support animals to
provide a written disclaimer that the item does not
entitle an emotional support animal to the same rights
and privileges as a service animal and that knowingly
misrepresenting an emotional support animal may be a
violation;

(3) Establishes penalties for violation of the written
disclaimer requirements; and

(4) Includes an effective date of June 30, 3000.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Homelessness that is attached to this
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report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 612, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 612,
S.D. 1, }-I.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health &
Homelessness,

LL+*L
DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives rSc tL

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

5i.,st HL-t,(PL,W 3ISi22
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C) .7

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC) V

3. AMATO, Terez

4. ILAGAN, Greggor

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. MIZUNO, John M. 7

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. /

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: Adopted LI Not Adopted

oint refeffal, did not suppo recommendation.
comiit€.r

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature

Distribution: Original (White) — Commie ) Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


