
STAND. COM. REP. NO. (~(f
Honolulu, Hawaii

2023
M~R 2k

RE: S.B. No. 376
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Water & Land, to which was referred S.B.
No. 376, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to prohibit:

(1) The mining, extraction, and removal of minerals from the
seabed in all state marine waters; and

(2) The issuance of any permit for or in connection with the
development or operation of any facility or
infrastructure associated with the mining, extraction,
or removal of minerals from the seabed within state
marine waters.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; Hawai’i State Youth
Commission; Friends of Hanauma Bay; Wild Kids; Surfrider
Foundation, Hawai’i Region; Sustainable Ocean Alliance Hawai’i;
Parley for the Oceans, Hawai’i; Sierra Club of Hawai’i; Hawai’i
Youth Climate Coalition; Hawai’i Wildlife Fund; Kauai Women’s
Caucus; Malama Pupokea-Waimea; Hawai’i’s Thousand Friends; Hawai’i
Reef and Ocean Coalition; Sustainable Coastlines Hawai’i; Deep Sea
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Mining Campaign; National Parks Conservation Association;
35OHawaii.org; Oceanic Preservation Society; Environmental Caucus
of the Democratic Party of Hawai’i; Rev Ocean; Blue Climate
Initiative; Tetiaroa Society; Benioff Ocean Science Laboratory;
The Conservationist Collective; The Marine Mammal Center; Marine
Conservation Institute; The Ocean Foundation; Greenpeace USA;
HULIPAC; Te Ipukarea Society; Animal Welfare Institute~; For the
Fishes; and fifteen individuals.

Your Committee finds that the State’s marine waters contain
globally significant ecosystems that are rich in biodiversity.
Your Committee further finds that seabed mining poses an
unacceptably high risk of damage and disruption to the marine
environment of the State. This measure ensures the protection and
preservation of the State’s valuable marine waters by prohibiting
seabed mining and related activities.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Water & Land that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
376, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Water & Land,

~ICHIYAMA,Chai
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~~

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

5?,?]lp, sP~, ~-FVl ~ W~, ~it4 O3 ).—ia~ ) 2.3
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Pass, unamended (as is) C Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ICHIYAMA, Linda (C) vi

2. POEPOE, Mahina (VC) V

3. CHUN, Cory M. V

4. GANADEN, Sonny ‘7

5. HASHEM, Mark J. ‘1

6. MORIKAWA, Dee

7. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

8. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: ~~dopted ~ Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~7E...> ~ ~‘ -
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


