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Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 19 , 2024
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Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Homelessness, to which was
referred S.B. No. 2992, S.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require the Department of
Health to convene an Advisory Committee on Mental Health Code
Review beginning July 1, 2025, and every ten years thereafter.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health; Disability and Communication Access
Board; Hawaii Health Systems Corporation Corporate Board of
Directors; Maui Chamber of Commerce; and cne individual. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from The Queen's
Health System.

Your Committee finds that the chapters of the Hawaii Revised
Statutes relating to mental health and involuntary transport,
examination, hospitalization, and treatment have been amended in a
piecemeal manner over the past several decades, leading to a lack
of clarity and inconsistency. Your Committee further finds that
establishing a mechanism to ensure regular and systematic review
of the State's mental health laws is essential to maintaining the
coherence and effectiveness of those laws. The Advisory Committee
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on Mental Health Code Review that is proposed by this measure will
advance the State's overall goal of improving mental health in the
State, particularly for those who are unable to help themselves.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring the Department of Health to convene the
advisory committee beginning July 1, 2024, rather than
July 1, 2025;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Homelessness that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 2992, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2992,
S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health &
Homelessness,

rta, £ Retets;

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives m( ’m

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
SB913_SDa HLT, cPe 3 stz

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decxswn on the measure.
v 2

The recommendation isto: [J Pass, unamended (as is) / Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C)

2. TAKENOUCHJ, Jenna (VC) IDZA R N
3. AMATO, Teres I I N N
ILAGAN, Greggor ____

5. KOBAYASHL Bertrand __—_
6. MARTEN, Lisa '.___
7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. _-__

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL () G
The recommendation is: / Adopted Q Not Adopted
If joint referral, 1 did not support recommendation.

o comnli&tce’afc'rm(s) M

Vice Chair's or designee's signature(\)
: /3 ~—

Distribution: Original (White) — Con(mitteeJ Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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