
STAND. COM. REP. No. [DSI 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR03 HHS 

RE: s.B. No._ 298 
s.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty—Second State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2023 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B. 
No. 298 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT AGENCY, " 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to provide the 
Hawaii Emergency Management Agency with additional flexibility to 
carry out the agency's mission. 

More specifically, this measure: 

(l) Authorizes the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency to: 

(A) Acquire any real, personal, or mixed property for 
the agency's immediate or future use; 

(B) Own, hold, improve, rehabilitate, sell, assign, 
exchange, transfer, convey, lease, or dispose of 
any real, personal, or mixed property acquired; and 

(C) Acquire by condemnation real property for the 
agency's immediate or future use; and 
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(2) Excludes from the definition of "public lands" any lands 
to which the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency holds 
title. 

Your Committee received written comments in opposition to 
this measure from UNITE HERE Local 5 and one individual. 

Your Committee received written comments on this measure from 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and Hawaiian Electric Company. 

Your Committee finds that by providing the Hawaii Emergency 
Management Agency with additional flexibility to carry out the 
agency's mission, this measure will help the agency to implement 
hazard mitigation efforts more efficiently and effectively. 

Your Committee notes that in its written comments on this 
measure, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs expressed concern that 
enactment of this measure will facilitate the permanent alienation 
of public land trust lands from which the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs receives a pro rata share. The Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
suggested amending this measure to include in the definition of 
"public lands" any lands to which the Hawaii Emergency Management 
Agency holds title that are crown and government lands commonly 
referred to as "ceded lands" and that were conveyed to the State 
by virtue of the Admissions Act. However, your Committee believes 
that the Office of Hawaiian Affairs‘ concerns would be best 
addressed by enactment of Senate Bill No. 1235, which, among other 
things, requires that the working group established by Act 226, 
Session Laws of Hawaii 2022, complete a final inventory of all 
ceded lands in the public land trust. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by: 

(l) Changing the effective date to July l, 2050, to 
facilitate further discussion on the measure; and 

(2) Making technical nonsubstantive amendments for purposes 
of clarity, consistency, and style. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your 
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. 

SB298 SDl SSCR LRB 23—1102.dOCX 

llllmHNHIIIIHW\IH|\|H|\|M|l||\WHIHHIWHIIIINN|||I||||lll|H|lMIMIHlllWHIIIIHIIMIHIIHIHIIHINHII‘IWIIHMHIIIIF'”



STAND. COM. REP. No. [06‘ 
Page 3 

No. 298, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third 
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 298, S.D. 1. 
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Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, 

WW 
DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Chair
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