STAND. COM. REP. NO. 2@%

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 15 2024
RE: S.B. No. 2932

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Agriculture and Environment and Water and
Land, to which was referred S.B. No. 2932 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE, "
beg leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Appropriate $342,070,000 for capital improvement
projects for the agricultural infrastructure of the
State;

(2) Appropriate $9,500,000 for the establishment, operation,
and administration of a food and product innovation
network; and

(3) Appropriate $4,411,426 for the retirement of outstanding
debt on the Waiahole Water System.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Agriculture, Agribusiness Development
Corporation, Ulupono Initiative, Hawaii Food+ Policy, Hawai‘i Farm
Bureau, and Local Food Coalition.

Your Committees find that dedicated funding is necessary for
the repair and maintenance of critical agricultural infrastructure
projects statewide. Your Committees recognize that the capital
improvement projects proposed in this measure will make state
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water systems more reliable and efficient and provide water
retention areas to address fire mitigation, drought conditions,
and climate change. Your Committees further recognize that the
food product innovation network funded by this measure will create
rural jobs, provide additional revenue streams to local farmers
and producers, and foster the development of locally-made value-
added products to expand the "Made in Hawaii" brand. According to
testimony received by your Committees, the debt relief for the
Waiahole Water System, also provided in this measure, will allow
the Agribusiness Development Corporation to reinvest its revenues
back into the century old irrigation system, therefore providing
local farmers and ranchers with the resources necessary to support’
the State's local food production goals.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Agriculture and Environment and Water and Land that
are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with
the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 2932 and recommend that it pass
Second Reading and be referred to your Committee on Ways and
Means.

Regpectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Agriculture and
Environment and Water and Land,

Shaaency a1 (L4

LORRAINE R. INOSEE, ChaifT MIKE GABBARD, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Second Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Agriculture and Environment

AEN
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 3'/
<@ 2432 ABNIWTL , WAM /> /2y

[ ] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
&Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
GABBARD, Mike (C) v
RICHARDS, Ill, Herbert M. “Tim” (VC) Ve
DECOITE, Lynn “
RHOADS, Karl d
AWA, Brenton S
TOTAL u 7 o |
Recommendation:
[X| Adopted [] Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: )u W
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised
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The Senate
Thirty-Second Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Water and Land
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CHANG, Stanley

MCKELVEY, Angus L.K.
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FEVELLA, Kurt
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