CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. |?9 -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR 25 2024

RE: No. 2927
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Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaiil

Sirs:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
Senate to the amendments proposed by the House of Representatives in
S.B. No. 2927, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VI,
SECTION 3 OF THE HAWAII CONSTITUTION TO MAKE THE SENATE
CONFIRMATION PROCESS FOR JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS MORE UNIFORM, "

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and does recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to propose amendments to the
Hawaii State Constitution to make the appointment and Senate consent
procedure for District Court judges the same as those for Supreme
Court justices and Intermediate Court of Appeals and Circuit Court
judges.

Your Committee on Conference finds that the existing Senate
confirmation process for judicial appointments differs if the
appointment is made by the Governor or the Chief Justice.
Additionally, due to the Legislature being a part-time legislature,
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the Senate must convene special sessions throughout the year for the
sole purpose of consenting to District Court appointments. This
measure will reduce confusion, promote govermment efficiency, and
provide clarity for the judicial appointment process by making the
Senate confirmation process for judicial appointments the same,
regardless of whether the appointment is made by the Governor or the
Chief Justice.

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to upon compliance with
article XVII, section 3, of the Hawaii State Constitution;
and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 2927, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B.

No. 2927, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, C.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the managers:

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE ON THE PART OF THE SENATE

KARL RHOADS

DAVID A. T A

Co-Chair Chair

T L — '
SCOTT Y. NISHIMOTO HENRY J.C. UINO
Co-Chair Co-Chair
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Hawai‘i State Legislature

cer 24

Record of Votes of a
Conference Committee

Bill / Concurrent Resolution No.:

SB 2927, SD 1, HD 1

Date/Time:

Ul mlzy VYl

m The recommendation of the House and Senate managers is

to pass with amendments (CD).

(J The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

D The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE D The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.
Senate Managers A|WR|N/|E House Managers AlWR|N|E
RHOADS, Karl, Chr. / TARNAS, David A., Co-Chr. vd
AQUINO, Henry 1.C., Co-Chr. / NISHIMOTO, Scott Y., Co-Chr. /
AWA, Brenton / SOUZA, Kanani T
TOTAL 21 02| | TOTAL {lol|ed|lo
A = Aye WR = Aye with Reservations N = Nay E = Excused
Senate Recommendation is: House Recommendation is:
E Adopted U Not Adopted Adopted 0 Not Adopted
Senate Leaziiz)ﬁﬁgnature: House Lead Chair's or Designee's Signature:
Distribution: Original Yellow ~ Pink Goldenrod
File with Conference Committee Report House Clerk's Office Senate Clerk's Office Drafting Agency




