
STAND. COM. REP. NO. QDZ 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MARU3ZUZ3 

RE: s.B. No. 1615 
s.D. 2 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirty-Second State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2023 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committees on Commerce and Consumer Protection and Ways 
and Means, to which was referred S.B. No. 1615, S.D. l, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, " 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to: 

(l) Require the Developmental Disabilities Division of the 
Department of Health to amend its eligibility criteria 
for the Medicaid Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities Home and Community—Based Services Waiver 
(HCBS I/DD waiver) to include individuals having an 
intellectual or a developmental disability and a 
comorbid mental illneSs; and 

(2) Appropriate an-unspecified amount of funds to the 
Department of Health, which includes funding for 
establishing an unSpecified number of full—time 
equivalent positions, to address amending its 
eligibility criteria for the HCBS I/DD waiver. 

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Hawaii Disability Rights Center, Hawaii Autism 
Foundation,fKeiki Education'Living Independent Institute dba 
K.E.L.I.I. Foundation, and one individual. Your Committees 
received‘comments on this measure from the Department of'Human 
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Services, Department of Health, and State Council on Developmental 
Disabilities. 

Your Committees find that the navigation, access, and 
coverage,of Medicaid services under the State's present system of 
care can be.complicated to understand and that the accessibility 
and utilization of essential services can be particularly 
challenging for certain-individuals. This measure seeks to close 
the gap in services for those with an intellectual or 
developmental disability and a comorbid mental illness by allowing 
all individuals who are diagnosed with an intellectual or 
developmental disability and.a comorbid mental illness to be 
eligible for home and communityebased services, regardless of the 
institutional level of carevneeded. -

‘ 

Your Committees have amended this measure by: 

(l)' Inserting an effectiveédate of July 1, 2050, to 
encourage further discussion; and 

(2) Making technical,‘nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Commerce and Consumer Protection and Ways and Means 
that are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord 
with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 1615, S.D. l, as amended 
herein, and‘recommend that it pass Third Reading in the form 
attached hereto as S.B. No..l615; S.D. 2. ‘

= 

Respethully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Commerce and 
Consumer Protection and ways 
and Means, 

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Chair JARRETT KEOHOKALOLE, Chair 
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The Senate 
Thirty-Second Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

CPN 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

5?) m5 sol HHS, LVN/NAM 3/1/23 
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

D Pass, unamended E/Pass,with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 2313 

Members > ~< 
('D Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett (C) 

FUKUNAGA, Carol (VC) 

MCKELVEY, Angus L.K. 

RICHARDS, Ill, Herbert M. “Tim” 
Kt‘\\ 

AWA, Brenton 

TOTAL f 
Recommendatio'n: a Adopted D Not Adopted 

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: 

Maw/MAW 
I I 

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk’s Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised : 11/30/22



The Senate 
Thirty-Second Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Ways and Means 

WAM 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

3% M's Sm unspwfww 3/1/29 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

D Pass, unamended m Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 2313 

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (C) X 
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (VC) X 
AQUINO, Henry J.C. X 
DECOITE, Lynn )( 
INOUYE, Lorraine R. )( 
KANUHA, Dru Mamo )( 
KIDANI, Michelle N. X 
KIM, Donna Mercado X 
LEE, Chris X 
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. )( 
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. X 
WAKAI, Glenn X 
FEVELLA, Kurt X 

T O T A L 1 3 
Recommendation: E Adopted D Not Adopted 

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: 

&AcW44—’ 
Distribution: Original U Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 

Revised: 11/30/22


