
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB09 , 2023

RE: R.B. No. 9~1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, to which
was referred H.B. No. 921 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish and appropriate funds for the Environmental
Crimes Unit within the Department of the Attorney
General;

(2) Make the disposal of motor vehicle t.ires in violation of
state law governing recovery of used motor vehicle tire
recovery a petty misdemeanor;

(3) Establish a $1 motor vehicle tire surcharge to be
imposed on every replacement tire installed on a motor
vehicle in the State after September 30, 2023;

(4) Require tire retailers and tire wholesalers who install
replacement tires to pay the surcharge to the Department
of Health; and
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(5) Allow the Department of Health to use the Environmental
Management Special Fund to fund the Environmental Crimes
Unit.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Malama Makua. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from one individual. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Department of the
Attorney General.

Your Committee finds that environmental crimes, such as
illegal dumping of motor vehicle tires, harm the environment and
have serious consequences for human health, wildlife, and the
ecosystem. Establishing an Environmental Crimes Unit within the
Department of the Attorney General will assist with the
enforcement of existing environmental laws in the State and
protect Hawaii’s natural resources.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to June 30, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, should it deliberate on this
measure, to consider the suggestions made by the Department of the
Attorney General in its testimony related to any necessary
amendments.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 921, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 921,
H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian
Affairs.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Energy &
Environmental Protection,

NICOLE E. LOWEN, Chair



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives )4~ t
The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
~ o-~j 7

C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Aye~,/’ ~~yes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C) 1/ /
2. COCHRAN, Elle (VC)

3. GATES, Cedric Asuega V j

4. KAHALOA, Kirstin \ / ‘

5. PERRUSO, Amy A. ~ /
6. WOODSON, Justin H.

7. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (7) ~/~o~ted

The recommendation is: A LI Not Adopted
did not supp rt recommendation.If joint referral,

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


