
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolu u Hawaii
E~ 17 $ 2023

RE: H.B. No. 657
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems, to which was
referred H.B. No. 657 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the
Department of Agriculture to:

(1) Identify land in a centrally accessible area of Maui;
and

(2) Plan, design, and construct a hemp decorticator facility
for private and public use to process hemp and related
plants into exportable products.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai’i Farm Bureau. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from the Department of Agriculture and Hawai’i Hemp
Farmers Association.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii’s hemp industry and farmers
have great need for processing infrastructure, including a hemp
decorticator. However, your Committee also finds that a broader,
more comprehensive view of the needs of hemp farmers in Hawaii is
required to better plan for and equitably address needs of hemp
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farmers across the State, especially in light of rapidly evolving
hemp processing equipment.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the purpose of the measure and appropriation to
require the Department of Agriculture to hire a
consultant to:

(A) Work with hemp farmers in Hawaii to identify the
infrastructure needs of hemp farmers and the hemp
industry in Hawaii; and

(B) Prepare and submit a report of the consultant’s
findings;

(2) Appropriating funds for only the 2023—2024 fiscal year;

(3) Changing its effective date to June 30, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 657, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 657, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture & Food
Systems,

CEDRIC ASUEGA GATES, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 14-SCit

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems

(t;oI

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

\\V~ ~1 RI7-~’Z3
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) ~“Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. GATES, Cedric Asuega (C) V”

2. KAHALOA, Kirstin (VC)

3. COCHRAN, Elle

—

4. LOWEN, Nicole E.

5. PERRUSO, Amy A.

6. WOODSON, Justin H.

7. WARD, Gene

TOTAL(7) / ~~1
The recommendation is: ~( Adopted ci Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
• co ittee acrony (s) /

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatur . ~/~—~..—-_ —

Distribution: Original (White) — Commi ee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




