
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1 4
2023

RE: H.B. No. 540
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
540 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require the Department of
Education to provide free lunch to all enrolled students beginning
with the 2023-2024 school year.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education, Hawaii State Council on
Developmental Disabilities, Hawaii State Teachers Association,

Hawaii Public Health Institute, Hawai’i Children’s Action Network
Speaks!, Hawaii Appleseed Center for Law & Economic Justice,

Hawai’i Hunger Action Network, AlohaCare, Democratic Party of
Hawaii Education Caucus, and six individuals.

Your Committee finds that student success demands a nourished
body. Without a proper meal, students may face cases of chronic
hunger, leading to achievement gaps, illness, increased
absenteeism, behavioral problems, and misdiagnosed learning
disabilities. This measure will provide universal free school
lunches to all students to ensure each student’s weliness through
receiving a meal in school.
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Your Committee notes that over seventy thousand public school
students eat free or reduced-price meals in the State, yet only
forty percent eat school breakfasts. Your Committee believes that
providing universal breakfast for all students in the State will
encourage more students to eat breakfast and improve their
attendance, behavior, academic performance, and achievement.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring the Department of Education to provide free
breakfast to all enrolled students beginning with the
2023—2024 school year;

(2) Requiring all public charter schools to provide free
breakfast and lunch to all enrolled students beginning
with the 2023—2024 school year;

(3) Directing the appropriation amount to the Hawaii Child
Nutrition Programs for the total plate costs associated
with providing universal free school breakfasts and
lunches in Department of Education schools and public
charter schools after federal funding has been
accounted;

(4) Changing its effective date to June 30, 3000; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
540, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 540, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

JUST i-I. JOODSON, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives RSC€ 3?I3

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

b54D
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass. with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form hill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C) /

2. MARTEN, Lisa (VC)

3. KAPELA, Jeanne

4. MARTINEZ, Rose

5. MATAYOSHI, ScotZ. /
LL
6. PERRUSO, Amy A. /

7. QUINLAN, Sean

-Pfl—

S. TODD, Chris

9. GARCIA, Dinmond V

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: 6t
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




