STAND. COM. REP. NO. %L‘,g

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 14 -~ 2023

RE: H.B. No. 439
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred H.B.
No. 439 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO IMMIGRANT SERVICES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish and appropriate
funds for an Immigrant Services and Access Unit within the Office
of Community Services.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of Community Services, Pacific Gateway Center,
Hawai‘i Coalition for Immigrant Rights, Filipinos for Affirmative
Action, Hawai‘i Friends of Civil Rights, Hawai‘i Workers Center,
and seven individuals. Your Committee received comments on this
measure from the Office of Language Access.

Your Committee finds that immigrants comprise eighteen
percent of the State's population and make up a significant
portion of the State's agricultural, tourism, and hospitality
workforces. Your Committee further finds that new immigrants face
significant barriers to success, including discrimination,
cultural misunderstandings, and language barriers. The
establishment of an Immigrant Services and Access Unit will enable
the State to provide support programs for Hawaii's immigrants,
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refugees, and others, and ensure they have equal access to
available government programs.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Authorizing, rather than requiring, the Immigrant
Services and Access Unit to provide certain services and
programs;

(2) Changing the effective date to June 30, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
439, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 439, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

JolN M. MIZUN@ 7
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-second Legislature H QO‘L —S L’*S

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HE 429 Hus | FIN 1131123

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: [J Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) O Hold
O  Pass short form bill with to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

i

1. MIZUNO, John M. (C) e
T Y N N N N N
ONSHIMOTO, iy, |~ ||

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8) -7 [

The recommendation is: ﬂ Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
commiittee acronym(s)
TN y. ]

7
Vice Chair’s or designee's signature: C/')I’W%VW\P .

TN
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