STAND. COM. REP. NO. 3328

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2 7 2024
RE: H.B. No. 2263
H.D. 2

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Water and Land and Energy, Economic
Development, and Tourism, to which was referred H.B. No. 2263,
H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE EAST KAUAI IRRIGATION
SYSTEM, "

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to continue to
provide irrigation water to farm operations in East Kauai and
support the water system by:

(1) Appropriating funds to the Agribusiness Development
Corporation for maintenance and improvements to the East
Kauai Irrigation System; and

(2) Creating and funding positions to maintain and improve
the East Kauai Irrigation System.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; Department of
Hawalian Home Lands; Agribusiness Development Corporation; Office
of the Mayor of the County of Kauai; Office of Economic
Development of the County of Kauai; Kaua‘i Chamber; Larry Jefts
Farms, LLC; Local Food Coalition; Ulupono Initiative; Hawaii
Cattlemen's Council, Inc.; and three individuals.
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Your Committees find that repairs, renovation, and
improvements are needed to maintain the century-old East Kauai
Irrigation System as there is no reasonable replacement system.
If the reservoir is decommissioned, 5,920 acres of agricultural
land will dry up. This measure appropriates funds to the
Agribusiness Development Corporation to maintain and improve the
East Kauai Irrigation System, supporting both farm operations and
the water system.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Water and Land and Energy, Economic Development, and
Tourism that are attached to this report, your Committees are in
accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2263, H.D. 2, and
recommend that it pass Second Reading and be referred to your
Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Water and Land
and Energy, Economic
Development, and Tourism,

LORRAINE R.

NS
LV'Nyl?E'!:OITE, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Second Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Water and Land
WTL
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
W& 2263 kD2 | Wi/eeT waMm | 2/18/24
[ ] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:
E/ﬁass, unamended [ | Pass, with amendments [ | Hold [ ] Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
INOUYE, Lorraine R. (C) v
ELEFANTE, Brandon J.C. (VC) v
CHANG, Stanley v'
MCKELVEY, Angus L.K. v’
FEVELLA, Kurt v
TOTAL S | & O | @
Recommendation:
[E/Adopted [:] Not Adopted
Chair’s or Designee’s Signat%re:
Distribution: Origink) Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised: 01/09/24
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