STAND. COM. REP. NO. ng 24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 172 - 2024

RE: H.B. No. 2183

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2183 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SEXUAL EXPLOITATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish safe harbor
protection for survivors of sexual exploitation who seek medical
or law enforcement assistance.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Imua Alliance and two individuals.

Your Committee finds that sex trafficking is a form of
modern-day slavery. A victim service provider for survivors of
sex trafficking victims in Hawaii reported seeing a three hundred
percent increase in demand for services during the COVID-19
pandemic. Your Committee further finds that victims of sex
trafficking should not be criminalized for their own exploitation,
and immunizing sex trafficking survivors from prosecution would
help advance the delivery of social services, help end the social
stigma of sexual exploitation, and empower victims to utilize the
legal system to achieve justice.

Your Committee notes that there was no testimony received by
your Committee from the Department of the Attorney General or
Office of the Prosecuting Attorney assessing the legality of this

2024-1219 HB2183 HSCR HMSO

A e



STAND. COM. REP. NO. sb -24
Page 2

measure. Your Committee believes this issue merits further
discussion by your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs,
where matters concerning amendments to the Penal Code are more
appropriately addressed, should it deliberate on this measure.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2183 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be referred to
your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

Aive M

LISA MARTEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives Hsc- 26 b -
The Thirty-second Legislature R

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Reff:Eal: Date: A
HHa3 HUS , JHA ©2.06.2024%

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: g Pass, unamended (asis) [ Pass, with amendments HD) [ Hold
Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MARTEN, Lisa (C) | ~ £ |
3. BELATTLDelarw | N | [ [

6. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna Y, N I N
7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. N

8. GARCIA, Diamond \Y

TOTAL (8) I | O O

The recommendation is: WAdopted Q Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committ;e acronym(s)

. A
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: __( T 28 / W A
N\, J X ¥

g

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee é)&)licate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




