STAND. COM. REP. NO. 3\6&

Honolulu, Hawaii
MAR 2 0 2024

RE: No. 1944

.B.
.D. 2
.D. 1
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Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Labor and Technology, to which was referred
H.B. No. 1944, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO WORKERS' COMPENSATION, "
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to authorize
certain types of radiographical coverage and specialist
consultations without a treatment plan within the context of
workers' compensation coverage for employees with cervical and
lumbar spinal injuries, or suspected cervical and lumbar spinal
injuries.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, Disability
and Communication Access Board, Hawaii Insurers Council, and four
individuals.

Your Committee finds that serious injuries to the cervical or
lumbar spine could result in paralysis and that these injuries are
often irreversible. Your Committee further finds that urgent
medical attention is critical to minimize the effects of a head or
neck injury. Therefore, this measure attempts to facilitate early
diagnosis of and streamline medical treatment for these types of
serious injuries. :
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Your Committee has amended this measure by inserting an
effective date of July 1, 2050, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Labor and Technology that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 1944, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1944,

H.D. 2, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Commerce and
Consumer Protectionmn.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor and
Technology,
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The Senate
Thirty-Second Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Labor and Technology
LBT
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

Ul Hos | Lo, tpu Y5/out

[:] The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

|:| Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313

Members ye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

AQUINO, Henry J.C. (C)

MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. (VC)

IHARA, Jr., Les

LEE, Chris

S>> PR [ X 5

FEVELLA, Kurt

TOTAL 5

Recomme ion:
Adopted D Not Adopted

Chair’'s or ignee’s Signature:

e~

Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes

Revised

1 12/27/23



