
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB14 , 2023

RE: H.B. No. 1412
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
1412 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LIBRARIES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Prohibit any contract or license agreement between a
publisher and library in the State from:

(A) Precluding, limiting, or otherwise restricting the
library from performing customary operational and
lending functions;

(B) Restricting the library from disclosing any terms
of its license agreements to other libraries; and

(C) Requiring, coercing, or enabling a library to
violate laws regarding confidentially of a patron’s
library records; and

(2) Deem contracts that contain the prohibited provisions as
an unfair or deceptive act or practice and renders the
contracts void and unenforceable.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education and Hawaii State Public Library
System. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from the Copyright Alliance, Independent Book Publishers
Association, The Authors Guild, Association of American
Publishers, and one individual.

Your Committee finds that digital books are a vital part of
library collections in the twenty-first century. However,
libraries have faced many challenges in accessing digital books.
The models created by publishers for access to and pricing of
digital books has been prohibitive and not sustainable for public
libraries. For example, when certain titles are in high demand,
publishers place embargoes on the release date of those high
demand titles so that the public cannot access digital copies from
the public library on the same date. This measure seeks to
provide equitable access to digital books through public libraries
for the communities of Hawaii.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing its effective date to June 30, 3000; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1412, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1412, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

4~SON~~ Chair

2023—1553 HB1412 HD1 HSCR HMSO



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives Ij~cr. ~Lj{)
The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee ReferraF Date:
~ ~ E~ ~it’J

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) 32’ Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C) /

2. MARTEN, Lisa (VC)

3. KAPELA, Jeanne /

4. MARTINEZ, Rose

5. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z. 7

6. PERRUSO, Amy A.

7. QUINLAN, Sean /

8. TODD, Chris

9. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: Adopted LI Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




