
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
FEB13 , 2023

RE: H.B. No. 110
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Culture, Arts & International Affairs, to
which was referred H.B~. No. 110 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LICENSE PLATES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize the use of
diacritical marks for Hawaiian words on special number plates.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Customer Service, City and County of
Honolulu. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from the Honolulu Police Department.

Your Committee finds that the development and use of ‘okina
and kahakO were to provide the necessary distinction in the
appropriate pronunciation of words as the language evolved and
transformed from predominantly spoken to include written language.
Your Committee further finds that in written ‘Olelo Hawai’i, the
use of diacritical marks, like ‘okina, maintain the same critical
importance as the recognized letters of the Hawaiian language
alphabet, in that their absence or presence in words can result in
a completely different meaning. The proper respect afforded to
maintaining the integrity of ‘~lelo Hawai’i in its written and
spoken forms is monumental.
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Your Committee heard concerns raised during the hearing that
changing license plates to include ‘okina and kahakO will affect
readability, especially in other jurisdictions where Hawaiian
diacritical marks may be less familiar and may give law
enforcement officers a reason to pull over drivers of vehicles
with unrecognizable license plates. Your Committee notes that the
Department of Customer Services of the City and County of Honolulu
is working with the Honolulu Police Department to address these
concerns.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to June 30, 3000, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Culture, Arts & International Affairs that is
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 110, as amended herein, and
recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 110, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Culture, Arts &
International Affairs,

K. TA Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~jS~(g —~~S

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Culture, Arts & International Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~-~B1W ~ ~i~i ~‘3
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CAl Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAM, Adrian K. (C)

2. MARTINEZ, Rose (VC)

3. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

4. KAPELA, Jeanne

5. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

6. SAYAMA, Jackson D.

7. ALCOS III, David

TOTAL(7) o 0

The recommendation is: ,~( Adopted L~ Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
V


