
THE SENATE
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2024
STATE OF HAWAII

S.B. NO.'i'b'fl
JAN 2 4 2024

A BILL FOR AN ACT
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RELATING TO GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Chapter 134C, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by amending its title to read as follows:

"OFFICE OF GUN VIOLENCE [AND-VIOLENT CRIMES COMMISSION] 

PREVENTION"

SECTION 2. Section 134C-1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows:

"[-[■] S134C-1 -- Gun] Office of gun violence [and violent 

erimes-Gonmtission? ] prevention; established. (a) There is 

established the office of gun violence [and-violent crimes 

commission] prevention that shall be placed within the 

department of the attorney general for administrative purposes 

only.

(b) The administrative head of the office shall be a 

director, who shall be nominated and appointed by the governor. 

The office shall employ analysts, grant writers, and other staff 

necessary for the purposes of the office."
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SECTION 3. Section 134C-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows:

"[-[•] S134C-3 [-3-- Gun] Office of gun violence [and violent 

crimoa commisgion^l prevention; powers and duties. (a) The 

purpose of the office of gun violence [and violent crimes 

commission] prevention shall be to develop comprehensive 

strategies to prevent and address various types of gun violence 

[and violent-crimes] in Hawaii [-r] , including suicide, mass 

shootings, and surges in other forms of gun violence.

(b) The [gun violenee-and violent erimos eemmission shall- 

providc coordination,—facilitation,—and planning among] office 

may coordinate with state and county agencies, federal agencies, 

and other partners as appropriate to carry out its purpose.

(c) The [gue—v-ioloncc and violent crimes commiosien—shall 

endeavor^—fee-^] office may:

(1) [Identify] Collect relevant data that may be used to 

reduce gun violence [and'violent crimes];

(2) Access relevant data from law enforcement agencies and 

other governmental entities; provided that the office 

shall redact and keep confidential any information
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that directly or indirectly identifies specific names 

or individuals;

[4-2-)-] (3) Identify areas in which relevant data is not

available;

[434- Maximize the sharing between t-hc agencies—repee-sefibed: 

en—the—commission a-nd e-thcr appropriate—strakoholdcrs 

of data relevant:- to reducing gun violence and violont- 

crimes;] and

(4) [Coordinate- and conduct research on gun violence and 

viote-nt crimos.-] Analyze relevant data, and build and 

maintain the capacity for that analysis.

(d) The [gun violence and violent crimes—commission] 

office may work with and engage stakeholders for the purposes of 

this chapter.

(e) The [gun vi-olcnec and violent crimes commission shall- 

STjfefftit—O:] office may report [e^] its findings and 

recommendations, including any proposed legislation, to the 

legislature [no latcr—than forty days prior -to the convening of- 

the—regular se-s-sion of 2022 and each regular scasion 

thereafter], the several counties, and various stakeholders on
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[policy relating -to preventing] the office's strategies to 

prevent and address gun violence [and violent crimoc]."

SECTION 4. Section 134C-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

repealed.

[ "•5i34€—2—Gun violence and-violent—crimes-conimission;

membership-!-- (-a^-- The—at-feer^ney—generoi—©r^-fehe—at-feer^iey^-gefierai-^ 

des-ignoo shall ooerdinato and servo as—the chair of the—gun 

violence and violent crimes commission.

- (h^-- The following individuals,—or their designees,—shahi 

servo as members of the gun violence and-violent crimes 

commission:

444- The—ehief-^-as-fe-iee—©^—the—sapr^eme—eearh—af—Hawaiir

4-3-)- The director of ■■■heal th;-

- (-3-)- The-director of law enforcement;

• 44-)- A-county prosecuting attorney to be selected by the 

chair of the commission;

4 -5-)- The public defender;

-h&h The—ehiaf—ef—peiiee—ef—eaeh—eeanhyy

4-7-)- The administrator of the Hawaii state hospital;

4-8-)- The—dean-ef—the college of—social sciences at—the 

University of Hawaii at Manoa;
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4^ Ttie—deafi—fefee—JoiiH—ft-;—Burno ochool of modiGino;

( 10) Qno-rGproGGntotivc from a group that advocatGO for 

GtriGter gun oafoty lawo;—and

- (444- OnG rGproGontativG from a firearm advooaoy group.

• 4©^-- T-he-'-ohair of thG gun violanoG and violant Grimeo 

Gommiooion may-roguGot tho partioipation or i-nput of ojcpcrtG in 

gun—violonoG and viol-ont-GrimoG;—eaunuy^—s-fea-te-;—and fodoral 

offioialo; momtoGrG of tho publio;—and othor porGono aa 

noGOGoary.

- (-dr)-- ThG momborG" of tho gun violonoG and violent orimGO 

GommiGGionohall oorvGwithoutoomponoation butmay bo 

rGimburoGd for-thGir aotual and noGGOGary G^cpanoGO,—ine-luding 

■travGl-GxpGnGGG,—ineumed-dzn—eanny4ng^-eufe—fehe4r^-du-fe-4es-r" ]

SECTION 5. In aocordanee with seotion 9 of artiole VII, of 

the Constitution of the State of Hawaii and sections 37-91 and 

37-93, Hawaii Revised Statutes, the legislature has determined 

that the appropriation contained in this A.ct will cause the 

state general fund expenditure ceiling for fiscal year 2024-2025 

to be exceeded by $ , or per cent. The reasons

for exceeding the general fund expenditure ceiling are that the 
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appropriation made in this Act is necessary to serve the public 

interest and to meet the needs provided for by this Act.

SECTION 6. There is appropriated out of the general 

revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $150,000 or so much 

thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2024-2025 for the 

office of gun violence prevention for:

(1) One full-time egnivalent (1.0 FTE) director;

(2) One full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) grant writer 

position;

(3) One full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) analyst position; 

and

(4) Operating costs and equipment, including equipment 

necessary for analyzing relevant data relating to gun 

violence.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of 

the attorney general for the purposes of this Act.

SECTION 7. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.
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1 SECTION 8. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

2

INTRODUCED BY:
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S.B. NO. 397^

Report Title:
AG; Office of Gun Violence Prevention; Appropriation; General 
Fund Expenditure Ceiling Exceeded

Description:
Establishes the Office of Gun Violence Prevention within the 
Department of the Attorney General for administrative purposes 
only. Repeals the Gun Violence and Violent Crimes Commission. 
Appropriates moneys. Declares that the appropriation exceeds 
the state general fund expenditure ceiling for fiscal year 
2024-2025.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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