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A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO GREENHOUSE GAS SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section 225P-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

repealed.

[“S225P 4 Crccnhou~c gao ocqueotration taok forgo. -(-a-)

Thc grccnhoucc gao ocqucotration tack forcc is cotablishcd

within thc off icc of planning and cuctainablc dcvclopmcnt for

adminictrativc purpocco only. Thc tack forcc chall havc thc

following objcctivcG:

-(4-)- Work with public and privatc otakcholdcrs to cotablich

a bacclinc for grccnhoucc gao cmiosionc within Hawaii

and short and long tcrm bcnchmarkc for incrcacing

grccnhoucc gao ccgucotration in thc Statc’c

agricultural and natural cnvironmcnt;

-(-p-)- Idcntify appropriatc critcria to mcaourc bacclinc

lcvcls and incrcaccc in grccnhoucc gao ccgucctration,

improvcmcnto in soil hcalth, incrcascs in agricultural

and a~uacultural product yicld and quality

attributablc to grccnhoucc gas scqucstration and

improvcmcntc in coil hcalth, and othcr kcy indicatorc
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of grecnhouse gas benefits from beneficial

agricultural and aquacultural practices that may be

~scd to -~. certificati

agric’~’

‘‘un program for promoting

ULLULa± gnu uquacuirural practices that generate

rnrl,,r.n n.,1’-~.—~,-,4— 4-. climate
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resiliency, and improve greenhouse gas sequestration

in Hawaii; and

-(-6-)- Make LL.LLL~L~d-a-~LL~ to the legis’

rrnnrclina mnnnnrnn thnt wnnlrl inr’rrnnr nlimntr

1

2

3

4

greenhouse gas benefits and agricultural and

aquacultural production benefits;

Identify land and marine use policies, agricultural

policies, agroforestry policies, and mitigation

options that would encourage agricultural and

aquacultural practices and land use practices that

would promote increased greenhouse gas sequestration,

build healthy soils, and provide greenhouse gas

benefits;

. nrr~ --(-4-)- Idonti-fy-~ayz to-i~~aso the ~~~raticn and use o#

compost in Hawaii to build healthy soils;

-(4)- Identify practices and policies that add trees or

vegetation to expand the urban tree canopy in

21
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rcsilicncy, build hcalthy soils, providc grccnhousc

gas bcncfits, or cool urban arcas.

In addition to thc objcctivcs listcd in subscction

j__./T_ .C_____ __..__2

5 -(4-)- Dcvcloping inccntivcs and funding mcchanisms for thcsc

6 inccntivcs, including but not limitcd to:
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-(-A-)- Loans, tax crcdits, or grants;

-(-B-)- Rcscarch;

activitics idcntificd by thc task forcc.

(c) Thc mcmbcrship of thc grccnhousc gas scgucstration

task forcc shall bc as follows:

BED-22 (24)
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LI) T)]

-(-G-)- Tcchnical assistancc; or

-(-B-)- Educational matcrials and outrcach,

r~rticipat~zi ~-~--- ic’iiir*i)rn I ~JrILyLLLcs, uguacultural

acrivicics, or on L~tL. acmonsurauion projccts that arc

*2+

idcntificd and approvcd by thc task forcc as thosc

that would promotc grccnhousc gas bcncf its, build

hcalthy soils, scgucstcr carbon, incrcasc watcr

holding capacity, and incrcasc crop yiclds; and

Providing for rcscarch, cducation, and tcchnical

support for agricultural activitics and aguacultural
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1 -(-1-)- Thc dircctor of thc off icc of planning and sustainablc

2 dcvclopmcnt or thc dircctor’s dcsigncc, who shall

3 scrvc as chairpcrson;

4 -(-2-)- Thc chairpcrson of thc board of agriculturc or thc

5 chairpcrson’s dcsigncc;

6 -(-3-)- Thc chairpcrson of thc board of land and natural

7 rcsourccs or thc chairpcrson’s dcsigncc;

8 -(-4-)- Thc dircctor of transportation or thc dircctor’s

9 dcsigncc;

10 -(-5-)- Thc dcputy dircctor of thc dcpartmcnt of hcalth’s

11 cnvironmcntal hcalth administration or thc dcputy

12

13 -(-64-

14 -(-7-)-

15

16

17

18

19

20 -(-9-)-

21

dircctor’ s dcsigncc;

Thc statc sustainability coordinator;

Thc dircctor of thc cnvironmcntal law program at thc

Univcrsity of Hawaii at Manoa William S. Richardson

school of law;

Thc administrator of thc division of forcstry and

wildlifc within thc dcpartmcnt of land and natural

rcsourccs or thc administrator’s dcsigncc;

Onc mcmbcr who is also a mcmbcr of thc climatc changc

mitigation and adaptation commission;

BED-22 (24)
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(10) Onc rcscarchcr from thc collcgc of tropical

agriculturc and human rcsourccs at thc Univcrsity of

Hawaii at Manoa;

(11) Onc cxtcnsion agcnt from thc collcgc of tropical

agriculturc and human rcsourccs at thc Univcrsity of

Hawaii at Manoa;

(12) Four mcmbcrs, onc cach to bc appointcd by thc

rcspcctivc mayors of thc city and county of Honolulu,

and thc countics of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui; and

(13) Four mcmbcrs to bc jointly sclcctcd and invitcd to

participatc by thc prcsidcnt of thc scnatc and thc

spcakcr of thc housc of rcprcscntativcs, of which two

mcmbcrs shall bc sclcctcd from an cnvironmcntal

nonprofit organization, and two mcmbcrs shall bc

sclcctcd from an agricultural or ranching association.

Task forcc mcmbcrs may rccommcnd to thc task forcc

additional mcmbcrs with appropriatc spccializcd cxpcrtisc,

subjcct to approval by thc chairpcrson.

(d) Mcmbcrs of thc task forcb shall bc nominatcd and

appointcd pursuant to, and subjcct to scction 26 34 and shall

scrvc without compcnsation, but shall bc rcimburscd for
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— for thc pcrformancc of thcir~-~—‘—--~---.—‘—.— ~-‘—‘—%-.-,.-,‘-.--

dutics, including travcl cxpc1n~cb.

~ (c) Thc grccnhousc gas scgucstration tas]c forcc ohall:

-(-1-)- Submit a prcliminary rcport of its findings and

rccommcndations, including any proposcd lcgislation,

to thc lcgislaturc and thc climatc changc mitigation

and adaptation commission no latcr than twcnty days

prior to thc convcning of thc rcgular scssion of 2023;

providcd that thc prcliminary rcport shall discuss thc

objcctivcs and issucs listcd in subscctions (a) and

(b), including thc following:

-(-A-)- Typcs of agricultural and aguacultural practiccs,

public land and marinc usc policics, and on farm

managing practiccs that would providc grccnhousc

gas bcncfits and rcsult in tangiblc cconomic

bcncf its to agricultural and aguacultural

opcrat ions;

-(-B-)- Short tcrm and long tcrm bcnchmarks that would

indicatc how cffcctivcly agricultural and

aguacultural activitics havc bccn hclping thc

Statc to rcach grccnhousc gas ncutrality;
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(C) Appropriatc critcria that may bc uscd in a

ccrtification program to mcasurc basclinc lcvcls

and incrcascs in carbon scgucstration,

improvcmcnts in soil hcalth, and othcr kcy

indicators of grccnhousc gas bcncf its from

bcncficial agricultural and aguacultural

practiccs;

Typcs of inccntivcs, grants, rcscarch, and

assistancc that would promotc:

-(-i-)- Agricultural and aguacultural practiccs to

producc grccnhousc gas bcncf its; and

(ii) Land and tnarinc usc policics and

agricultural policics that would cncouragc

agricultural, aguacultural, and land usc

practiccs to providc grccnhousc gas bcncfits

and rcsult in tangiblc cconomic bcncfits to

agricultural and aguacultural opcrations;

and

-(-E-)- Practiccs and policics that add trccs or

vcgctation to cxpand thc urban trcc canopy in

urban arcas to rcducc ambicnt tcmpcraturcs and

BE1D-22 (24)
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1 incrcasc climatc rcsilicncy and improvc

2 grccnhousc gas scgucstration in Hawaii; and

3 -(-2-)- Bcginning with thc rcgular scssion of 2024, submit an

4 annual rcport of its findings and rccommcndations,

5 including any proposcd lcgislation, to thc lcgislaturc

6 and thc climatc changc mitigation and adaptation

7 commission no latcr than twcnty days prior to thc

8 convcning of cach rcgular scssion.

9 (f) Thc off icc of planning and sustainablc dcvclopmcnt

10 shall providc administrativc and clcrical support rcguircd by

11 thc task forcc.”]

12 SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

13 and stricken.

14 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

INTRODUCED BY: ___________________________

17 BY REQUEST

JAN 222024
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Report Title:
Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force; Repeal

Description:
Repeals the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration Task Force.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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JUSTIFICATION SHEET

DEPARTMENT: Business, Economic Development and Tourism

TITLE: A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GREENHOUSE GAS
SEQUESTRATION TASK FORCE.

PURPOSE: To eliminate the Greenhouse Gas
Sequestration Task Force.

MEANS: Repeal section 225P-4, Hawaii Revised
Statutes (HRS)

JUSTIFICATION: Act 15, Session Laws of Hawaii 2018,
established the Greenhouse Gas Sequestration
Task Force with nineteen members and five
research objectives. Achieving the mandated
goals of section 225P-4, HRS, requires
substantial research by subject matter
experts to develop strategies and mechanisms
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
statewide. Funds were appropriated in 2018;
but no further appropriations have been made
since then. The task force also requires a
program support specialist position that has
not been authorized. The goals and
objectives of the task force are similar to
work being done by the Climate Change
Mitigation and Adaptation Commission
established in section 225P-3, HRS, and
other carbon sequestration programs.

Impact on the public: The goal and
objectives of this section are similar to
work being done by the Climate Change
Mitigation and Adaptation Commission under
section 225P-3, HRS, therefore the impact of
repealing section 225P-4, HRS, is minimal.

Impact on the department and other agencies:
Agencies represented on the task force will
continue to work on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions mitigation and adaptation.

GENERAL FUND: None.

OTHER FUNDS: None.
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PPBS PROGRAM
DESIGNATION: BED-144.

OTHER AFFECTED
AGENCIES: Department of Agriculture, Department of

Land and Natural Resources, University of
Hawaii, Department of Health, Department of
Transportation, City and County of Honolulu,
County of Hawaii, County of Kauai, and
County of Maui.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon approval.
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