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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2024 H . B . N O .

STATE OF HAWAII

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO HIGH-VOLTAGE ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section 269-27.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 1is
amended to read as follows:

"[£1§269-27.5[}] Construction of overhead high-voltage
electric transmission lines; hearing. Whenever a public utility

[prars] seeks approval to place, construct, erect, or otherwise

build a new 46 kilovolt or greater high-voltage electric
transmission system above the surface of the ground through any

residential areal[+] pursuant to section 269-7.6, the public

utilities commission shall conduct a public hearing prior to its
issuance of approval thereof. ©Notice of the hearing shall be
given in the manner provided in section 269-16 for notice of
public hearings."”

SECTION 2. Section 269-27.6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is
amended to read as follows:

"§269-27.6 Construction of overhead high-voltage electric

transmission lines; [overhead or—underground construetion- L{a)]

prohibited. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, [wherever
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&] no public utility [

1

erect, or otherwise

construct,

for—approval—+e] shall place,

2

build a new 46 kilovolt or greater high-voltage electric

3

above [e¥r—Pbelow] the surface of

transmission system[+—either]
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SECTION 3. (a) No later than , 2024, the office

of planning and sustainable development shall submit to the
public utilities commission a report identifying the areas of
the State having the highest risk of wildfires. Upon receipt of
the report, the public utilities commission shall require each
public utility that owns an overhead high-voltage electric
transmission line to underground each of the public utility's
overhead high-voltage electric transmission lines; provided that
any utility that owns multiple overhead high-voltage electric
transmission lines shall prioritize the undergrounding of
high-voltage electric transmission lines in areas of the State
having the highest risk of wildfires, as identified by the
office of planning and sustainable development.

{(b) As used in this se;tion:

"Overhead high-voltage electric transmission line" means a
high-voltage electric transmission line that was placed,
constructed, erected, or otherwise built above the surface of

the ground.
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"Underground" or "undergrounding" means the process of
replacing an overhead high-voltage electric transmission line
with a new high-voltage electric transmission line that is
placed, constructed, erected, or otherwise built under the
surface of the ground.

SECTION 4. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 5. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

JAN 19 2024
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H.B. NO. 279

Report Title:
PUC; OPSD; Public Utilities; High-Voltage Electric Transmission
Lines; Overhead Construction; Undergrounding

Description:

Prohibits the construction of overhead high-voltage electric
transmission lines. Requires the Office of Planning and
Sustainable Development to submit to the Public Utilities
Commission a report identifying the areas of the State having
the highest risk of wildfires. Requires the Public Utilities
Commission to direct certain public utilities to underground all
existing overhead high-voltage electric transmission lines.

The summary description of legisiation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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