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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 673 
RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS 

By 
Tommy Johnson, Director 
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Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 
Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 

Monday, February 06, 2023; 1:00 p.m. 
CR 225 and Via Videoconference 

Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino, and Members of the Committee: 

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) offers comments on Senate Bill (SB) 

673, which seeks to allow health care facilities to permit terminally ill patients to use 

medical cannabis under certain conditions. 

SB 673, page 5, lines 2-5, defines applicable and excluded health care facilities. 

PSD respectfully requests correctional facilities are included in the definition of an 

excluded health care facility.  SB 673, page 5, lines 3-5 currently reads: “Health care 

facility” does not include a chemical dependency recovery hospital or a State hospital.”  

PSD requests the following change: “Health care facility” does not include a chemical 

dependency recovery hospital, a State hospital, or health care programs within jails 

and prisons operated by the Department of Public Safety or its successor. 

Over 80% of Hawaii’s incarcerated individuals experience some level of 

involvement with substance misuse.  PSD promotes rehabilitation and avoids potential 

opportunities for medication diversion to individuals who use drugs while in our care 

through various measures for the prevention of the misuse or abuse of prescribed 

medication (e.g., see, for example, Tamburello et.al. (2022).   
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PSD respectfully requests the committee consider the issue of medication 

diversion as an everyday challenge for the individuals in our care and continue to 

support the organizational shift to a rehabilitation model.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on SB 673.  



  

TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2023 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
S.B. NO. 673, RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES                         
           
DATE: Monday, February 6, 2023 TIME:  1:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 225 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or  
  Andrew Goff, Deputy Attorney General 
 
 
Chair San Buenaventura and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) offers the following 

comments. 

This bill would amend chapter 329, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to require 

health care facilities in the State to allow terminally ill patients to use medical cannabis 

(page 1, lines 7-10).  "Health care facility" is defined as having the same meaning as 

section 323D-2, HRS, but does not include chemical dependency recovery hospitals or 

a State hospital (page 5, lines 2-5).  Section 323D-2, HRS, defines "health care facility" 

very broadly to include "any program, institution, place, building, or agency, or portion 

thereof, private or public, other than federal facilities or services, whether organized for 

profit or not, used, operated, or designed to provide medical diagnosis, treatment, 

nursing, rehabilitative, or preventive care to any person or persons." 

The bill would therefore require every facility that provides medical services to a 

terminally ill patient, except for chemical dependency recovery hospitals or a State 

hospital, to allow medical cannabis use.   

This could be subject to challenge because cannabis use is still prohibited by 

federal law, which could potentially put a facility’s federal funding in jeopardy or expose 

the facility to other legal risks .  

We note that the bill includes a provision that requires a covered health care 

facility to suspend patient use of medical cannabis if a federal agency initiates an 
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enforcement action against the facility, or if a federal agency prohibits the use of 

medical cannabis on the facility premises (page 3, line 15, through page 5, line 13).  

However, there is no guarantee that any federal enforcement action would be abated 

once the facility suspends patient use of medical cannabis. 

If the intent is to clarify that, under State law, a health care facility may allow the 

use of medical cannabis by terminally ill patients, the Department recommends 

changing the "shall" on page 1, line 9, to "may" and deleting section 329 -   (g) on page 

4, lines 14-19. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 673 
 

 
TO:   Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino & Committee Members 
 
FROM:  Nikos Leverenz 

DPFH Board President  
 
DATE:  February 6, 2023 (1:00 PM) 
 
 

 

Drug Policy Forum of Hawaiʿi (DPFH) strongly supports SB 673, which would require that 
healthcare facilities providing hospice services in Hawaii allow terminally ill patients to consume 
cannabis in a manner that is safe and unintrusive to other patients, guests, and staff. 
 
Medical cannabis is most commonly used for pain relief and is also used to improve appetite 
and reduce nausea. In certain cases, it can be used as an alternative to heavy pain relievers like 
fentanyl and morphine. Many terminally ill patients choose to use cannabis for treatment or 
pain relief and wish to continue that use while at the hospital. Allowing this ensures that 
patients have consistency in their treatment. 
 
California’s Compassionate Access to Medical Cannabis Act (also known as Ryan’s Law) passed 
the legislature unanimously in 2021 and was signed into law by Governor Gavin Newsom. As a 
result, terminally ill Californians have had access to medical cannabis in healthcare facilities 
since January 1, 2022. (A second bill further easing access to cannabis in hospitals for terminally 
ill California patients was signed into law in 2022 and takes effect this year.) 
 
While medical cannabis in Hawaiʻi is legal, it remains a Schedule I drug at the federal level. 
Healthcare facilities that are Medicare and/or Medicaid providers receive accreditation from 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and are generally required to comply 
with local, state, and federal laws in order to continue receiving reimbursements. 
Consequently, many healthcare facilities have adopted policies prohibiting cannabis on their 
grounds out of a perceived risk of losing federal funding if they were to allow it.  
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This fear is unfounded, as the Medicare and Medicaid regulations do not address the use of 
medical cannabis, and CMS states that it is not aware of a provider that has specifically lost 
funding or been penalized for permitting the use of medical cannabis. Furthermore, CMS states 
it would not cite healthcare facilities for allowing medical cannabis use unless the US 
Department of Justice (US DOJ), declares its intent or acts to interfere with state medical 
cannabis laws. 
 
To address any lingering concerns about federal intervention, this bill provides a safe harbor 
clause. Healthcare facilities would be permitted to suspend compliance with this bill if a federal 
regulatory agency, the US DOJ, or CMS takes specified actions, including initiating an 
enforcement action against a healthcare facility for its compliance with a state regulated 
medical cannabis program, or otherwise issuing a rule or notice that expressly prohibits the use 
of medical cannabis in healthcare facilities.  
 
Americans for Safe Access, a longstanding organization dedicated to ensuring safe and legal 
access to cannabis for therapeutic use and research, has an online resource guide to assist 
healthcare facilities with the implementation of Ryan’s Law in California that should also be of 
value to Hawaiʻi facilities. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure.  

https://www.safeaccessnow.org/ryanslaw_facilityresources
https://www.safeaccessnow.org/ryanslaw_facilityresources
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Ken Sobel, Esq.

Vice President, Genesis In ternat iona l Cannabis Solut ions, Inc.

Vice President Natu re Nurse Collective, Inc.

Fo rmer President, Grossmont College Foundat ion

Licensed At to rney and Counsel in Ar izona & Cali fornia Since 1980

Practice Limited t o Medica l & A d u l t Use Commerc ia l Cannabis Licensing & Opera t ions

All Aspects o f Cannabis and Hemp Law, Business, Policy & Patient Advocacy

2511 Via Viesta

La Jolla, CA 92037

emai l : kennysocal711@gmai l .com

cel l : 619-208-2439

To: The Honorable Chairperson and Members o f the Commi t tee on Heal th and Human Serviceso f the

Senate f o r the 32d Legislature o f the Great State o f Hawaii:

M y name is Ken Sobel. | am an at to rney l icensed t o pract ice in the States o f Cali fornia and Ar izona f o r

the past 43 years, and General Counsel f o r the Cannabis Nurses Ne two rk (?CNN?) and the Ar izona

Cannabis Nurses Association (?AZCNA?). M y tes t imony today is in suppor t o f SB 673 Relating t o Medica l

Cannabis t o Al low hospitals and healthcare faci l i t ies t o p e r m i t t e r m i n a l l y i l l pa t ien ts t o use medica l

cannabis w h i l e in-pat ients unde r cer ta in cond i t ions .

l assisted in the draft ing o f Cal i fornia SB 311 f o r wh i ch HB 957 is p a t t e r n e d af te r . SB 311 was the th i r d

i te ra t ion o f the bill or iginal ly fi led in the California Senate in 2019. I t passed t h e f i r s t t i m e unan imous l y .

Fundamental ly , the bill supports a dying person?s right t o choose a beneficial p lant med ic ine f o r pa in

rel ief because he or she chooses t o do so. A l though the f i rst i terat ion was ve toed by Gove rno r

Newsome, i t was only done so based upon t h e mistaken be l ie f that CMS could possibly denyM e d i c a r e

re imbursement t o the host facil i t ies. Subsequent ly, CMS conf i rmed in wr i t ing t h a t it had no rules t h a t

w o u l d deny such re imbursement on t h a t basis, and Ryan?s Law was again passed by every m e m b e r o f

t h e California Legislature. [A copy o f the CMS email is at tached. Like Cal i fornia, H a w a i i is a lso i n CMS

Region 9 ] .

On September 28, 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed SB 311, also known as ?Ryan?s Law?, requi r ing

heal thcare faci l i t ies t o a l low the use o f medical cannabis on the i r premises f o r t e rm ina l l y ill pa t ien ts w i t h

a valid Medica l Mari juana Ident i f icat ion Card (MMIC) o r / recommenda t ion f r o m an at tend ing physician..

The law was passed by the legislature w i t h suppor t f rom a diverse group o f organizat ions including the

Cannabis Nurses Network , Americans f o r Safe Access (ASA), and many others. The law w e n t in to e f f ec t

January 1, 2022 and applies t o all CA heal th care facil i t ies including acute care hospitals, special

hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, congregate living health facil i t ies, o r hospice prov iders (excluding t h e

emergency d e p a r t m e n t o f a heal th care faci l i ty, chemical dependency recovery hospitals and sta te

hospitals).

Ryan?s l a w was passed in hono r o f Ryan Bartel l who was diagnosed wi th Stage 4 pancreat ic cancer at

the age o f 41. As his condit ion progressed, he was admi t ted t o the pall iat ive wing o f a hospi ta l where he

spent his f i r s t f ou r and a half weeks on fentanyl t o t rea t his pain. However, the side ef fec t o f t h e

fen tany l was t o leave Ryan in a near comatose state, unable t o interact w i t h his loved ones. In t h e

in te r im, Ryan?s f a t h e r and co-author o f Ryan?s Law, J im Bartel l , reached o u t t o Hea the r Manus, RN,

President o f CNN, and Nurse Heather arranged f o r Ryan t o receive the appropr ia te cannabis ext racts

f rom a legal source t o reduce the pain and a l low him t o be aler t and commun ica t i ve w i t h fami l y and

fr iends dur ing his final days. Unfor tunate ly , the first hospital refused t o a l low Ryan t o use cannabis in

the i r faci l i ty. He stayed on this medicat ion unt i l his fami ly could locate and move Ryan t o a hosp i ta l t h a t

w o u l d a l low him t o use cannabis. As a result o f using medica l cannabis in lieu o f fentanyl , w i t h i n 12
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hours Ryan was able to converse and interact with his family normally and spent his last two and half
weeks lucid and pain-free with his family and friends. Following this experience, Ryan?s father Jim Bartell
made it his mission to ensure that no other family would have to navigate this choice for palliative care,
losing precious time with their loved one.

Ryan?s Law bui lds on the r ights gran ted t o pat ients th rough the Cali fornia v o t e r in i t ia t ive Proposi t ion

215 in 1996, also known as the Compassionate Use Act wh i ch is s im i la r in substance t o Hawai i ' s

med ica l cannabis law. The law exempts pat ients and the i r des ignated caregivers f r o m cr imina l

penal t ies re lat ing t o the use, possession, and cul t ivat ion cannabis w i t h an oral o r wr i t t en

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o r approva l f r o m a physician. In 2015, the Cali fornia legislature passed the Medica l

Cannabis Regulat ion and Safety A c t expanding rights for pat ients and establ ishing a state regu la ted

cannabis program.

The US Supreme Cour t con f i rmed in 2004 t h a t medical professionals havea legal r ight t o recommend

cannabis as a t r e a t m e n t in any state due t o protect ions af fo rded by the First A m e n d m e n t t o the US

Const i tu t ion . The cour t upheld an ear l ie r rul ing in Conant v. Wal te rs in wh i ch the Ninth Circuit Cour t o f

Appeals ru led t h a t the federal gove rnmen t could nei ther punish nor th rea ten a d o c t o r mere ly f o r

recommend ing the use o f cannabis t o a pat ien t .

Wh i le cannabis remains a Schedule | drug, f o r t h e past 8 years Congress has added restr ict ions on

federa l en fo rcemen t though t h e fund ing bi l l f o r the Commerce-Justice-Science (CJS) proh ib i t i ng Justice

D e p a r t m e n t funds f r o m being used t o prevent states f r o m implement ing medical cannabis laws. Known

as the Rohrabacher-Farr or CIS amendmen t , i t f i rs t signed into law on December 16, 2014. The cour t s

have largely upheld the CIS Amendmen t , including Chief Justice Breyer?s bro ther , a federa l d is t r ic t j udge

f o r t h e nor the rn dis t r ic t o f Cali fornia, in a case known as US v. M A M M .

Ryan?s Law also prohib i ts the smoking o f cannabis in heal thcare faci l i t ies and out l ines a series o f

responsib i l i t ies f o r the facil i t ies. In con junc t ion wi th the Ryan?s Law Imp lementa t ion team, | dra f ted a

Guide t o he lp California health care faci l i t ies remain in compliance w i t h this new law and of fe r too ls f o r

imp lemen ta t i on . The Guide can be f o u n d on the Cannabis Nurses Ne two rk webs i te ,

www.cannab isnursesne twork .com

Nearly 10 years ago as general counsel f o r the AZCNA w e proved t o a reasonable degree o f scienti f ic

cer ta in ty t h a t cannabis was safe and effect ive in the t rea tmen t o f Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

upon the tes t imony o f physicians, nurses, scientists, and patients. As a result, a judge ordered t h e

Ar izona D e p a r t m e n t o f Heal th Services t o add PTSD as an addi t ional qual i fying cond i t ion under Arizona?s

M M ) Act. The science is clear because every human being has an endocannabinoid system somet imes

re fe r red t o as the eCS o r the 1 2 " system o f the human body and cannabis acts like a nut r i t iona l

supp lemen t t o enhance and improve t h e eCS system. Medical Cannabis is highly ef fect ive f o r pain re l ie f

ye t much safer than opiates and does not produce the highly sedat ive ef fec t o f opiates. It a l lows many

te rm ina l l y ill pat ients the oppor tun i t y t o live out t he i r remain ing t ime on ear th in the company o f t he i r

f a m i l y and fr iends, essential ly pain-free, w i t h a be t t e r qual i ty o f t he i r precious remain ing life.

Founded in 2014, CNN?s mission is t o ensure educat ion and heal thcare f o r legal ly qual i f ied pat ients t o

use and benef i t f r o m safe and legal access t o cannabis for therapeut ic use, and t o advocate on beha l f o f

o u r nurses and thei r pat ients. CNN seeks t o advocate f o r and i m p l e m e n t t h e right o f pat ients t o choose

cannabis as the i r medic ine o f choice, par t icu lar ly those w h o are te rmina l l y ill. In con junc t ion w i t h M r .

Bartel l , o u r organizat ion is c o m m i t t e d t o provid ing advocacy and suppor t in all states th rough the

passage o f Ryan?s Law.
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h o u r sR y a nw a sa b l et oc o n v e r s ea n di n t e r a c tw i t hh i sf a m i l yn o r m a l l ya n ds p e n th i sl a s tt w oa n dh a l f
w e e k sl u c i da n dp a i n - f r e ew i t hh i sf a m i l ya n df r i e n d s .F o l l o w i n gt h i se x p e r i e n c e ,R y a n ' sf a t h e rJ i mB a r t e l l
m a d ei th i sm i s s i o nt oe n s u r et h a tn oo t h e rf a m i l yw o u l dh a v et on a v i g a t et h i sc h o i c ef o rp a l l i a t i v ec a r e ,
l o s i n gp r e c i o u st i m ew i t ht h e i rl o v e do n e .

R y a n ' sL a wb u i l d so nt h er i g h t sg r a n t e dt op a t i e n t st h r o u g ht h eC a l i f o r n i av o t e ri n i t i a t i v eP r o p o s i t i o n
2 1 5i n1 9 9 6 ,a l s ok n o w na st h eC o m p a s s i o n a t eU s eA c tw h i c hi ss i m i l a ri ns u b s t a n c et oH a w a i i ' s
m e d i c a lc a n n a b i sl a w .T h el a we x e m p t sp a t i e n t sa n dt h e i rd e s i g n a t e dc a r e g i v e r sf r o mc r i m i n a l
p e n a l t i e sr e l a t i n gt ot h eu s e ,p o s s e s s i o n ,a n dc u l t i v a t i o nc a n n a b i sw i t ha no r a lo rw r i t t e n
r e c o m m e n d a t i o no ra p p r o v a lf r o ma p h y s i c i a n .I n2 0 1 5 ,t h eC a l i f o r n i al e g i s l a t u r ep a s s e dt h eM e d i c a l
C a n n a b i sR e g u l a t i o na n dS a f e t yA c te x p a n d i n gr i g h t sf o rp a t i e n t sa n de s t a b l i s h i n ga s t a t er e g u l a t e d
c a n n a b i sp r o g r a m .

T h eU SS u p r e m eC o u r tc o n fi r m e di n2 0 0 4t h a tm e d i c a lp r o f e s s i o n a l sh a v ea l e g a lr i g h tt or e c o m m e n d
c a n n a b i sa sa t r e a t m e n ti na n ys t a t ed u et op r o t e c t i o n sa f f o r d e db yt h eF i r s tA m e n d m e n tt ot h eU S
C o n s t i t u t i o n .T h ec o u r tu p h e l da ne a r l i e rr u l i n gi nC o n a n tv .W a l t e r si nw h i c ht h eN i n t hC i r c u i tC o u r to f
A p p e a l sr u l e dt h a tt h ef e d e r a lg o v e r n m e n tc o u l dn e i t h e rp u n i s hn o rt h r e a t e na d o c t o rm e r e l yf o r
r e c o m m e n d i n gt h eu s eo fc a n n a b i st oa p a t i e n t .

W h i l ec a n n a b i sr e m a i n sa S c h e d u l eI d r u g ,f o rt h ep a s t8 y e a r sC o n g r e s sh a sa d d e dr e s t r i c t i o n so n
f e d e r a le n f o r c e m e n tt h o u g ht h ef u n d i n gb i l lf o rt h eC o m m e r c e - J u s t i c e - S c i e n c e( C J S )p r o h i b i t i n gJ u s t i c e
D e p a r t m e n tf u n d sf r o mb e i n gu s e dt op r e v e n ts t a t e sf r o mi m p l e m e n t i n gm e d i c a lc a n n a b i sl a w s .K n o w n
a st h eR o h r a b a c h e r - F a r ro rC . l Sa m e n d m e n t ,i tfi r s ts i g n e di n t ol a wo nD e c e m b e r1 6 ,2 0 1 4 .T h ec o u r t s
h a v el a r g e l yu p h e l dt h eC J SA m e n d m e n t ,i n c l u d i n gC h i e fJ u s t i c eB r e y e r ’ sb r o t h e r ,a f e d e r a ld i s t r i c tj u d g e
f o rt h en o r t h e r nd i s t r i c to fC a l i f o r n i a ,i na c a s ek n o w na sU Sv .M A M M .

R y a n ' sL a wa l s op r o h i b i t st h es m o k i n go fc a n n a b i si nh e a l t h c a r ef a c i l i t i e sa n do u t l i n e sa s e r i e so f
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e sf o rt h ef a c i l i t i e s .I nc o n j u n c t i o nw i t ht h eR y a n ' sL a wI m p l e m e n t a t i o nt e a m ,I d r a f t e da
G u i d et oh e l pC a l i f o r n i ah e a l t hc a r ef a c i l i t i e sr e m a i ni nc o m p l i a n c ew i t ht h i sn e wl a wa n do f f e rt o o l sf o r
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .T h eG u i d ec a nb ef o u n do nt h eC a n n a b i sN u r s e sN e t w o r kw e b s i t e ,
w w w . c a n n a b i s n u r s e s n e t w o r k c o m

N e a r l y1 0y e a r sa g oa sg e n e r a lc o u n s e lf o rt h eA Z C N Aw ep r o v e dt oa r e a s o n a b l ed e g r e eo fs c i e n t i fi c
c e r t a i n t yt h a tc a n n a b i sw a ss a f ea n de f f e c t i v ei nt h et r e a t m e n to fP o s t - T r a u m a t i cS t r e s sD i s o r d e r( P T S D )
u p o nt h et e s t i m o n yo fp h y s i c i a n s ,n u r s e s ,s c i e n t i s t s ,a n dp a t i e n t s .A sa r e s u l t ,a j u d g eo r d e r e dt h e
A r i z o n aD e p a r t m e n to fH e a l t hS e r v i c e st oa d dP T S Da sa na d d i t i o n a lq u a l i f y i n gc o n d i t i o nu n d e rA r i z o n a ' s
M M JA c t .T h es c i e n c ei sc l e a rb e c a u s ee v e r yh u m a nb e i n gh a sa ne n d o c a n n a b i n o i ds y s t e ms o m e t i m e s
r e f e r r e dt oa st h ee C So rt h e1 2 ” ‘s y s t e mo ft h eh u m a nb o d ya n dc a n n a b i sa c t sl i k ea n u t r i t i o n a l
s u p p l e m e n tt oe n h a n c ea n di m p r o v et h ee C Ss y s t e m .M e d i c a lC a n n a b i si sh i g h l ye f f e c t i v ef o rp a i nr e l i e f
y e tm u c hs a f e rt h a no p i a t e sa n dd o e sn o tp r o d u c et h eh i g h l ys e d a t i v ee f f e c to fo p i a t e s .I ta l l o w sm a n y
t e r m i n a l l yi l lp a t i e n t st h eo p p o r t u n i t yt ol i v eo u tt h e i rr e m a i n i n gt i m eo ne a r t hi nt h ec o m p a n yo ft h e i r
f a m i l ya n df r i e n d s ,e s s e n t i a l l yp a i n - f r e e ,w i t ha b e t t e rq u a l i t yo ft h e i rp r e c i o u sr e m a i n i n gl i f e .

F o u n d e di n2 0 1 4 ,C N N ' sm i s s i o ni st oe n s u r ee d u c a t i o na n dh e a l t h c a r ef o rl e g a l l yq u a l i fi e dp a t i e n t st o
u s ea n db e n e fi tf r o ms a f ea n dl e g a la c c e s st oc a n n a b i sf o rt h e r a p e u t i cu s e ,a n dt oa d v o c a t eo nb e h a l fo f
o u rn u r s e sa n dt h e i rp a t i e n t s .C N Ns e e k st oa d v o c a t ef o ra n di m p l e m e n tt h er i g h to fp a t i e n t st oc h o o s e
c a n n a b i sa st h e i rm e d i c i n eo fc h o i c e ,p a r t i c u l a r l yt h o s ew h oa r et e r m i n a l l yi l l .I nc o n j u n c t i o nw i t hM r .
B a r t e l l ,o u ro r g a n i z a t i o ni sc o m m i t t e dt op r o v i d i n ga d v o c a c ya n ds u p p o r ti na l ls t a t e st h r o u g ht h e
p a s s a g eo fR y a n ' sl . a w .
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Because no person should be deprived o f their choice for a natural plant medicine that improves his
quality o f life before death whether they are at home or in a hospital or healthcare facility, and because
no parent should have to watch his child pass without the chance to spend meaningful quality time wi th

him before death...

. W e u r g e t h e Committee to votei n favor o f SB 673.

Respectfully submitted,
Ken Sobel, Esq. f o r

Cannabis Nurses N e t w o r k
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B e c a u s en op e r s o ns h o u l db ed e p r i v e do ft h e i rc h o i c ef o ra n a t u r a lp l a n tm e d i c i n et h a ti m p r o v e sh i s
q u a l i t yo fl i f eb e f o r ed e a t hw h e t h e rt h e ya r ea th o m eo ri na h o s p i t a lo rh e a l t h c a r ef a c i l i t y ,a n db e c a u s e
n op a r e n ts h o u l dh a v et ow a t c hh i sc h i l dp a s sw i t h o u tt h ec h a n c et os p e n dm e a n i n g f u lq u a l i t yt i m ew i t h
h i mb e f o r ed e a t h . . .

W eu r g et h eC o m m i t t e et ov o t ei nf a v o ro fS B6 7 3 .

R e s p e c t f u l l ys u b m i t t e d ,
K e nS o b e l ,E s q .f o r
C a n n a b i sN u r s e sN e t w o r k
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<ROSFOORA@anshhs.gov>
From: CMS
Sen t : Friday, March 19, 2021 10:49AM

, Er

Subject t e Levsiativei meet ing Request -California Senator BenHuesoSB 317

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good Morning,

t apologize for the delay in our response.CMS and States have received questions fromMedicare-participating providers about the impact of marijuana useo n
re and Medicaid reimbursement. The Medicare or Medicaid regulations do not address the

edication storage, appropriatese l f -the i r participation in Medica
use o f medical marijuana or C

administration o f medications,
Medicare/Medicaid survey and certif ication proce:

BD oil. Surveyors do look at topics such as m .
and safe smoking policies, fire safety, etc. ? but there is nothing explicit ly int h e

ss related t o the use o f marijuana or CBD oil.

ral, state, and local laws. CMS wou ld not c i te th is unless t h a t

he DOJ) has made an adversef i n d i n g .

r m i t t i n g t h e u s eo f mar i juana

l a t e d t o t h eo t h e r areas

CMS regulations generally require compliance with fede

other body (the authority having jurisdiction-in this case t

st funding or been penalized f o r pe
hen there has been non-compliance re

We are not aware o f a provider that has specificallylo:

t /pa t ien t room, safe storage,e t c . ) .
o r CBD oil; however, there have been citations cited w'

above (fire safety issues in smoking marijuana ina residen

Please let us knowi f you have any questions,

Thank you

From: Hickey, Er in <Er in .H i ckey@sen .ca .gov>

Sen t : M o n d a y , M a r c h 15, 2 0 2 1 1:55 PM

To: CMS SFCMSFOIA <SFCMSFOIA@cms.hhs.gov>
Subject: Legislative Meet ing Request - California Senator Ben Hueso SB 311

Good af te rnoon ,

I w o r k f o r Cali fornia State Senato r Ben Hueso and am reach ing o u t w i t h a legis lat ive m e e t i n g r e q u e s t .

The senator is carrying legislation this year that would require that hospitals and certain types o f heal thcare
facilities in the State of California allow a terminally-ill patient to use medical cannabis fo r t rea tment and /o r

pain relief. The bill number is SB 311 (Hueso): Compassionate Access to Medical Cannabis Act or Ryan?s Law:
id=2021202205B311- / /eg in fo . leg is la tu re .ca .gov / faces /b i l lNavCl ien t .xh tml?b i l l

We recently met with the California Department of Public Health, which previously opposed th is bill ou t o f the

concernt h a t ,a s the enforcing agency for CMS, they would be required to cite hospitals that permit ted this.
The California Hospital Association also has an oppose-uniess-amended stance due to a possible risk o f losing
Med i ca re /Med i ca i d r e i m b u r s e m e n t f r o m CMS.

 

RoSrooRA<nos|=ooRAocm=~hh!»9°'>Full: CMS
Sent: _ may.March 19. 2021 1049*"
1 Hickey.Erin5”" I R,_.,_,g,,|,,M,MegfingRequest-CalifomiaSenatotBenHuesoS8311

pa“upM Flagfor followUP
FlogShim: F'°99°d

GoodMorning,

i padofmarijuanause onpm” dgl i se.
84$mg zgwoettlrziipsrignsfromMedicare-participatingprovidersaboutthe m mumsdo notaddmssthe

and Medicaidreimbursement.The Medicareor Medicaidreguicationstorage,appfflflme53"‘theirparticipationln Medicare _
ofmedicalmarijuanaor CBO oil. Surveyorsdo lookat topicssuchas med _ie fire safety etc — butthereis nothingeXpil¢KlY"1 theuse

administrationofmedications,and safesmokingpolic s, ' - _
' d rtiiicationprocessrelatedto the useof marijuanaor CBD oil.Medicare/Medicaidsurveyan ce

d al state,and locallaws. CMSwouldnotcitethisunlessthatCMS regulationsgenerallyrequirecompliancewithfe er ,
' ' 'sdiction-inthiscasethe DOJ)has madean adversefinding.otherbody(theauthontyhavingjun

fu din or beenpenalizedforpermilfiflflfl"!"$9 07mafilllimreasWe are notawareofa providerthathas specificallylost n g
beencitationscitedwhentherehas been non-compliancerelatedto theotheraorC80oil; however,therehave

above(firesafetyissuesin smokingmarijuanain a resident/patientroom,safestorage,etc.).

Pleaselet us knowifyou haveanyquestions,

Thankyou

From:Hickey,Erin<Erin.Hickey@sen.ca.gov>
Sent:Monday,March15, 2021 1:55 PM
To:CMSSFCMSFOIA<SFCMSFOlA@cms.hhs.gov>
Subject:LegislativeMeetingRequest- CaliforniaSenatorBen HuesoSB 311

Goodafternoon,

I workforCalifomiaStateSenatorBen Huesoand am reachingout with a legislativemeetingrequest.

thatwouldrequirethathospitalsand certaintypesof healthcareThe senatoris carryinglegislationthisyear
facilitiesin theStateof Californiaallowa terminally-illpatientto use medicalcannabisfortreatmentand/or

' ' : Com assionateAccessto MedicalCannabisActor Ryan'sLaw-pain relief.The bill numberlS SB 311 (Hueso) p
https:[/leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bil|NavClient.xhtml?billid=202120220SB31l

l et withthe CaliforniaDepartmentof PublicHealth,whichpreviouslyopposedthisbilloutof theWe recenty m
concemthat,as the enforcingagencyfor CMS, theywouldbe requiredto citeho it l th t ' '
The CalifomiaHospitalAssociationalsohas an oppose-unless-amendedstancethis:2:
Medicare/MedicaidreimbursementfromCMS.

1



W ew e r e hopingt o fu r the rdiscussw i t hy o u r o f f i ce tosee exactly what the process is likewhen y o u r e c e i v e

reports f rom CDPH and what the enforcement action might be if the report is only detailing that the facil i ty Is
allowing a terminally-ill patient t o access cannabis in a state where it is legal and the patient has a valid

prescription (also, the hospital does not have to administer or provide it ? only not interfere wi th thepa t i en t ' s
use). I'm hoping this doesn't result in a loss of funding but, again, we're just trying to better understand the
actual risks involved here. This will greatly help as we decide if and how to amend the bill to ensure that
hospitals do not lose funding in our attempt to provide compassionate access to those who most need it.

t v e at tached t h e fac t sheet f o r y o u r rev iew. You' l l no t ice w e have inc luded a safe h a r b o r clause t h a t a l l o w s

faci l i t ies t o suspend compl iance based o n act ions f r o m fed agencies inc lud ing CMS. W e w o u l d love t o discuss

t h a t w i t h you, as we l l , t o see i f t h e r e are ways t o s t r e n g t h e n that .

Are there any days in the coming week(s) that might work fo r our teams to jump on a Zoommee t i ng?

Thanks so much!
Erin

Erin H ickey

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s D i r e c t o r

Office o f State Senator Ben Hueso, 40%D i s t r i c t
Work: 619-409-7690

Click o n t h e b u t t o n t o r e c e i v e S e n a t o r Hueso?s n e w s l e t t e r , a n d t h e T w i t t e r a n d I n s t a g r a m l o g o s t o f o l l o w S e n a t o r H u e s o
o n soc ia l m e d i a .

W8 ‘Rtehopingto furtherdiscusswithyourofficeto seeexactlywhatthe processis likewhenyoureceive
reportsfromCDPHandwhattheenforcementactionmightbe if the reportis onlydetail ingthatthefacil i tyis
allowinga tennlnally-i i ipatientto accesscannabisin a statewhereit is legalandthepatienthasa valid
prescription(also,thehospitaldoesnothaveto administeror provideit- onlynot interferewiththepatient‘s
use).I 'mhopingthisdoesn'tresultin a lossoffundingbut,again,we'rejusttryingto betterunderstandthe
actualrisksinvolvedhere.Thiswil lgreatlyhelpas we decideifand howtoamendthebil ltoensurethat
hospitalsdo notlosefundingin ourattemptto providecompassionateaccessto thosewhomostneedit.

I 'veattachedthefactsheetforyourreview.You'l lnoticewe haveincludeda safeharborclausethatallows
facil i t iesto suspendcompliancebasedon actionsfromfed agenciesincludingCMS.We wouldloveto discuss
thatwithyou,as well,to see if therearewaysto strengthenthat.

Arethereanydaysin thecomingweek(s)thatmightworkforourteamstojumpon a Zoommeeting?

Thanksso much!
Erin

6 ErinHickey
CommunicationsDirector
OfficeofStateSenatorBen Hueso,40"‘Distr ict
Work:619-409-7690

El—
Clickon the buttonto receiveSenatorHueso'snewsletter,and theTwitterand lnstagramlogosto fol lowSenatorHueso
on socialmedia.
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February 6, 2023 at 1:00 pm 
Conference Room 225 
 
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 
 
To: Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura 
 Vice Chair Henry J.C. Aquino 
 
From: Paige Heckathorn Choy 

Associate Vice President, Government Affairs 
 Healthcare Association of Hawaii  
 
Re: Opposition 

SB 673, Relating to Medical Cannabis 
 
The Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), established in 1939, serves as the leading voice of 
healthcare on behalf of 170 member organizations who represent almost every aspect of the health 
care continuum in Hawaii.   Members include acute care hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, home health 
agencies, hospices, assisted living facilities and durable medical equipment suppliers.  In addition to 
providing access to appropriate, affordable, high-quality care to all of Hawaii’s residents, our members 
contribute significantly to Hawaii’s economy by employing over 30,000 people statewide. 

Thank you for the opportunity to oppose this legislation. We appreciate the intent of this measure, 
which is to allow terminally ill patients who are registered medical marijuana users to access and use the 
drug while admitted into an inpatient setting. Only one state (California) has passed a law allowing this, 
and it has just recently gone into effect. We believe that the concerns raised by healthcare facilities in 
the state—namely, that allowing the use of medical marijuana in inpatient settings—could run afoul of 
federal law and regulations and could affect reimbursements from programs such as Medicare. Many 
contracts that facilities have with private insurers also contain requirements limiting controlled 
substance use in facilities. 
  
This measure is problematic for hospital settings, where outside medications are generally not allowed 
to be brought in and used by patients. However, the bigger unresolved questions lie with how this policy 
will be implemented in nursing homes and hospices. It could be very difficult to manage this policy for 
congregate living settings such as nursing homes and, given the definition of terminally ill, may require a 
facility to manage up to a year of security and compliance issues. Further, while many hospices may 
allow the use of medical marijuana at home, inpatient hospices must meet different demands and 
requirements.  
  
While there are some exceptions built into this measure, we would suggest that more time is needed to 
see how this policy is ultimately implemented and worked out in the state where it was passed, and 
would ask that this measure not move forward until we better understand the potential consequences 
of this policy. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
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February 6, 2023 

 

Chair, Sen.  Joy San Buenaventura  

Vice Chair, Sen. Henry J.C. Aquino 

Senate Committee on Health & Human Services   

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 673 – RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS   

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee:  

 

Aloha, my name is DeVaughn Ward and I am the senior legislative counsel at the Marijuana Policy 

Project ("MPP") - the largest marijuana policy reform organization in the United States. As you may 

know, MPP has been working to improve marijuana policy for more than 25 years.  

 

I am here today to testify in support of SB 673 – Relating to Medical Cannabis  

 

MPP appreciates the opportunity to comment on SB 673  Medical cannabis can benefit the terminally ill 

patient in several ways. One benefit of medical cannabis recognized by many healthcare providers is its 

ability to offer pain relief. In the case of terminally ill patients, morphine and fentanyl are frequently 

prescribed to help manage pain. However, a common side effect of these drugs is they typically cause 

patients to exist in a semi-comatose state. Medical cannabis can be used as an alternate or complementary 

treatment option to these medications, providing gentler side effects that allow terminally ill patients to 

stay awake and spend more of their remaining precious moments with family and friends.  

 

Additional benefits of medical cannabis include its ability to increase appetite and reduce anxiety. 

Particularly for terminally ill patients, even a small meal or a bit of soup can help the patient be more 

comfortable. Anxiety experienced by terminally ill patients can be relieved at least for a short while by 

medical cannabis. Other important benefits of medical cannabis include its effectiveness in reducing 

nausea and vomiting. 

 

We urge the committee to support this compassionate, common-sense measure to allow terminally ill 

patients to access cannabis in health care facilities for palliative and end of life care.  

 

Mahalo to the Chairs and members of the committee for your time and attention. If you have any 

questions or need any additional information, I would be happy to help answer them and can be reached 

at the email address below. 

 

Sincerely,  

DeVaughn Ward, Esq.  

Senior Legislative Counsel  

Marijuana Policy Project 

Honolulu, HI  

dward@mpp.org 
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To Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair
Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Health

Fr: Randy Gonce, Executive Director of the Hawaii Cannabis Industry Association

Re: Testimony In Support of Senate Bill (SB) 673
RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS.
Allows health care facilities to permit terminally ill patients to use medical cannabis under certain
conditions.

Dear Chair, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaiʻi Cannabis Industry Association is the trade association for the state’s
licensed medical cannabis dispensaries. HICIA supports SB 673 as it expands
necessary access for our most vulnerable patients.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Hawaiʻi Cannabis Industry Association (HICIA)
220 S King St #1600, Honolulu, HI 96813

www.808hicia.com
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February 5, 2023 

 

 

Dear Honorable Chair, Vice Chair, and Distinguished Members of the Committee 

 

My name is Heather Manus, RN and I represent nearly 5000 nurses who are members of the 

Cannabis Nurses Network, including nurses working and residing in Hawaii.  

 

I am writing to express our strong support for SB 673: Compassionate access; health care facility; 

terminally-ill patients; condition of use; otherwise known as Ryan’s Law. This legislation will 

provide relief, compassion and dignity to Hawaiians during the most vulnerable time of their 

lives.  

 

Despite Hawaii’s approval of medical cannabis use for adults and children, and the very real 

prospect of legalizing the adult use of cannabis, Hawaii patients are currently unable to continue 

taking medical cannabis as part of their treatment plan while in the hospital – even if they 

possess a valid physicians’ recommendation. 

 

SB673 seeks to close that gap by allowing those who most need compassion at the end of life to 

have access to medical cannabis in an in-patient setting. The bill would authorize a healthcare 

facility to reasonably restrict the manner in which a patient stores and uses medical cannabis to 

ensure the safety of other patients, guests, and employees of the healthcare facility. It does not 

apply to patients receiving emergency care, and smoking and vaping cannabis is expressly 

prohibited.  

 

For too long, Hawaiians receiving treatment in healthcare facilities have been denied access to 

medical cannabis-related treatment methods, despite research demonstrating it to have 

innumerable benefits. As a result, individuals have been subjugated to unnecessary trials of pain 

and suffering. SB673 is a simple yet critical step, which will have an abundance of benefits to 

ensure access to compassion and pain management for the most vulnerable Hawaiians.   

 

For these reasons, Cannabis Nurses Network is proud to join you in support of SB 673.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Heather Manus, RN 

Cannabis Nurses Network, President 

"* CANNABS'é}s:r@%zz

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB673_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB673_.pdf
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SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/5/2023 8:41:48 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tai Cheng 
Testifying for Aloha 

Green Holdings Inc.  
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Green Apothecary supports the intent of this bill to provide cannabis rights to terminally 

ill patients.  
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Chair San Buenaventura and Honorable Committee 

Members,  

My name is Jim Bartell. 

I am the father of Ryan Bartell and sponsor of SB673 (Ryan’s 

Law); The Compassionate Access to Medical Cannabis in 

Health Care Facilities Act. 

Ryan and his wife Katie both worked in special education 

with mostly autistic children. To do that job takes not only 

special skills, but also great patience and compassion.  Ryan 

had those qualities and was very effective with his students.   

They have a son, Conor, who is now thirteen years old. 

On March 1st 2018, Ryan called me and my wife, to tell us 

that he had been diagnosed with stage four pancreatic 

cancer and had only a few weeks to live.  I couldn’t believe 

what I was hearing and my heart sank and the tears 

swelled.   

He was in the hospital on his birthday, March 9th, and he 

died on April 21st; just 7 weeks after being diagnosed. 

What happened between march 1st and april 21st 2018 is 

why this bill is before you today. 



 

In the first hospital, Ryan was given morphine and other 

opiods for pain relief, but those weren’t strong enough, so 

they added fentanyl, which is one hundred times more 

potent than morphine.  The result was, he was asleep most 

of the time.  During one of his rare waking moments he said 

he didn’t want to spend his last few weeks sleeping.  He told 

me he wanted to be able to spend time with Katie and 

Conor, his parents, brother and sister and his many friends. 

We suggested medical cannabis as an alternative to the 

fentanyl, which he agreed to.  We had a medical cannabis 

chemist create cannabis medicines for pain relief. However, 

we were informed by the hospital that it was their policy 

was not to allow cannabis in the hospital.   

The irony of that policy is that fentanyl and other opiods 

that kill 125,000 people a year in the u.s. are ok to have in 

the hospital; but not medical cannabis, which has never 

killed anyone!   

After four weeks on fentanyl we were able to transfer him 

to another hospital that allowed medical cannabis.   

 



Because he couldn’t swallow anything, not even water, the 

chemist created a medical cannabis spray administered 

under the tongue for pain relief.   

The result was amazing! 

Awake and alert during the day, he was able to have 

conversations with Katie and Conor, me and my wife, his 

brother and sister and other family and friends……..without 

pain!   

 

Instead of being asleep from the fentanyl, the medical 

cannabis provided him with a quality of life for his final two 

and a half weeks; which allowed him to have much needed 

conversations with his family; and time to reminisce and 

laugh with his many friends who came to visit.  

 

Every terminally ill patient should be able to have the same 

opportunity as Ryan; to spend their final days with as much 

quality and dignity as possible.  They are dying…..why 

wouldn’t we want that for them? 

 

 



In conclusion, the happiest moments in my life were the 

first time I held each of my three children when they were 

born.  

The saddest moment in my life was holding Ryan’s hand as 

he took his last breath. 

My hope is that my saddest moment will be made less 

painful by ensuring that Ryan’s Law will allow thousands of 

other terminally ill patients to live their final days with the 

quality and dignity that he was able to experience. 

Please support HB673 (Ryan’s law).   Thank you. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jim Bartell 

 

 



SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/6/2023 12:12:36 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ruth Love Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Anything that improves comfort care for patients and eases the dying process for both patients 

and family is a great idea. 

ER nurse 35 years, retired 

Thank you, Mrs Ruth Love 
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SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/4/2023 7:52:47 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

dakin retzlaff Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Patients should be able to use state legal medicne. 

 



SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/6/2023 12:22:29 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

pahnelopi mckenzie Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support SB 673 and the human right to use plant medicine in ways of healing, resting, and 

nourishment. Cannabis has been used to ease so many health issues through time. 
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SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/5/2023 1:43:33 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Will Caron Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support SB673. 
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SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/6/2023 6:23:24 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

David Shizuma Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in support of SB673. 

Cannabis is already an option to medically treat patients with pain, anxiety, and other conditions 

that are untreatable by mainstream medicine.  Terminally-ill patients are those with conditions 

that cannot be treated.  These patients should be allowed access to medical cannabis as an option 

to ease their pain, anxiety, or other conditions, if it helps.  This option should be allowed to 

terminally-ill patients. 
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To:  Senator Joy San Buenaventura, Chair 
            Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 
            Members of the Senate Committee on Health 
 
Fr: Bill Jarvis, Chief Executive Officer of Noa Botanicals 

 
Re:  Testimony In Support of Senate Bill (SB) 673 

RELATING TO MEDICAL CANNABIS. 
Allows health care facilities to permit terminally ill patients to use medical cannabis under certain 
conditions. 

 
Dear Chair, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee: 
 
Noa Botanicals is one of the three licensed medical cannabis dispensaries on Oahu and we 
support SB 673. Providing medical cannabis to terminally ill patients is a humane and viable 
alternative to prescription drugs. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
 
Best, 
 
Bill Jarvis 
CEO 
Noa Botanicals 
 
 

‘HOG
B O TA N I C A L S

1308 Young S’rree’r, Honolulu, HI 96814 I 808.800.2126 I www.noc|cc1res.com
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SB-673 

Submitted on: 2/6/2023 10:54:56 AM 

Testimony for HHS on 2/6/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendy Gibson-Viviani Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

TO: REGULAR SESSION OF 2023COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair, Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 

  

FROM: Wendy Gibson-Viviani RN 

  

RE: SB673 – In STRONG SUPPORT 

  

HEARING: Saturday, February 6, 2023, at 1:00 pm in Conference Room 225 & 

Videoconference 

  

Dear Honorable Chair, SanBuenaventura, Vice Chair Aquino, and Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is Wendy Gibson-Viviani and I have been a Medical Cannabis Nurse Educator in 

Hawaii for eight years. I am also a member of the Cannabis Nurses Network (CNN), a group 

who 

assisted with passing a bill that is similar to SB673, called “Ryan’s Law, in California, in 

2021. 

  

CNN worked with Ryan’s dad, Jim Bartell, to pass a law that allows terminally ill patients to 
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continue using their cannabis medicines, should they be admitted to certain hospitals or other 

healthcare facilities. 

  

I feel that NO terminally ill patient should be deprived of their pain and anti-anxiety medicines, 

especially when they need them the most -- and that is currently what healthcare facilities do. 

  

I recently met Ryan’s father and he explained how horrifying it was to witness Ryan’s suffering 

–after the hospital refused to allow him use of his cannabis medicines. Jim had to locate a 

hospital who would allow it and have Ryan flown there -- to Washington state. Jim has become a 

patient advocate and I am standing with him and others who are trying to pass similar bills in 

other states. 

  

Please consider passing SB673, to allow terminally ill patients access to their non-smokable 

medicines in certain healthcare facilities. 

  

More information can be found at the Cannabis Nurses Network website under the Ryan’s Law 

Action Center https://www.cannabisnursesnetwork.com/ryans-law-action-center/ 

They also have a Healthcare facility guide to implementing the law 

https://us-ms.gr-cdn.com/getresponse-QzfLx/documents/83f72075-7ef6-4658-

b9ef69019ef81306.pdf 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this very important matter. 

Please do contact me if you have any questions or concern. 

  

Wendy Gibson-Viviani RN/BSN 



Kailua. (808) 321-4503 

Cannabisnursewendygv@gmail.com 
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