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STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

OFFICE OF YOUTH SERVICES
1010 Richards Street, Suite 314

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

March 21, 2023

TO: The Honorable Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair
House Committee on Human Services

FROM: Leanne Gillespie, Executive Director

SUBJECT: HCR 71/ HR 72 — URGING THE OFFICE OF YOUTH SERVICES TO DEVELOP A LIST
AND INVENTORY OF PROGRAMS THAT WORK WITH PACIFIC ISLANDER YOUTH
AND THEIR FAMILIES

Hearing: March 23, 2023, 9:00 a.m.
Conference Room 329 & Videoconference, State Capitol

DEPARTMENT'S POSITION: The Office of Youth Services (OYS) appreciates the

resolution's intent and offers comments.

PURPOSE: The purpose of these resolutions is to urge the Office of Youth Services to

develop an inventory of programs that work with Pacific Islander youth and their families.

OYS appreciates the Legislature's commitment to providing resources for Hawaii's youth

at risk recognizing the over-representation of Pacific Islander youth in ourjuvenile justice and

child welfare systems.

The OYS supported session measure HB 438 RELATING TO YOUTH PROGRAMS, which

provided a coordinator within OYS and funding to establish an inventory of programs and

provide awareness and coordination of community-based services for Pacific Island youth and

their families. The OYS annually gig to the Legislature on the programs it currently provides

to the community. OYS is also working with community stakeholders and providers on new

initiatives at Kawailoa Youth & Family Wellness Center that may inform additional program

development for Pacific Island Youth. As OYS does not have additional resources or staff to
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research and develop a comprehensive program inventory, however, OYS will connect with

providers for their input on effective programs for Pacific Islander youth.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
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Submitted on: 3/21/2023 3:00:44 PM 

Testimony for HUS on 3/23/2023 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cards Pintor Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support this resolution. 

Mahalo nui, 

Cards Pintor 
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