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HB551 RELATING TO HEALTH.

Committee
RE-REFERRAL

LGO, CPC, FIN

Prohibits the sale of flavored tobacco products and the
mislabeling of e-liquids as nicotine free. Authorizes the
department of health to appoint, commission, or contract for
services of inspectors. Establishes two full-time equivalent
program specialist position and one full-time equivalent hearing
officer position. Appropriates funds. Effective 1/1/2024.
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB551_.pdf
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Committee
RE-REFERRAL

RELATING TO HEALTH. HLT, JHA, FIN
Establishes the criminal offense of unlawful shipment of tobacco
products. Amends the definition of "tobacco products” under the
Cigarette Tax and Tobacco Tax Law to include electronic
smoking devices and e-liquids. Increases the license fee for
persons engaged as wholesalers or dealers of cigarettes and
tobacco products and the retail tobacco permit fee for retailers
engaged in the retail sale of cigarettes and tobacco products.
Repeals state laws that establish and govern the Electronic
Smoking Device Retailer Registration Unit within the
Department of the Attorney General; provisions of the Cigarette
Tax and Tobacco Tax Law that govern delivery sales; and state
law governing smoking that preempts and voids local ordinances
and regulations conflicting with state law. Effective January 1,
2024.

RELATING TO MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT RATES FOR HUS/HLT, FIN
CERTAIN HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS.

Authorizes the Department of Human Services to pay certain

healthcare professionals who provide care allowable under the

Medicaid program to patients enrolled in Medicaid an amount

similar or equivalent to reimbursement rates paid by the

Medicare program. Appropriations.

RELATING TO HEALTH. LGO, CPC, FIN
Bans the sale of flavored tobacco products and mislabeled e-

liquid products. Appropriates funds. Repeals certain provisions

of the Hawaii Revised Statutes relating to the sale of tobacco

products. Effective January 1, 2024.

RELATING TO FIRST-DEGREE MURDER DEFINITION. JHA
Allow a criminal charged with a felony to also be charged with
first-degree murder if a murder was committed during a volent

felony by any of the felony perpetrators.

RELATING TO MEDICAID PATIENT CARE. HUS/HLT, FIN
Appropriates funds to provide enhanced payments to type | adult

residential care homes and developmental disabilities domiciliary

homes that are caring for medicaid patients.

RELATING TO CARE HOMES. HUS/HLT, FIN
Appropriates funds for back payments for each medicaid-eligible

client cared for by certain care homes over the last fourteen

years.
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RELATING TO HEMP. AGR/HLT, CPC,
Repeals redundant regulations on hemp production, which will FIN
reduce costs for the State and Hawaii farmers. Amends hemp

law in a manner that recognizes the unique constraints of Hawaii
farmers, while protecting human health. Allows licensed hemp
producers to sell hemp biomass. Requires transparency in

labeling of hemp products to identify the percentage of

Hawaii-grown hemp or hemp product in all hemp products.

Requires and appropriates moneys for the Department of Health

to hire or consult a toxicologist or consultant familiar with hemp
industry standards for the purpose of setting defined action limits

or exposure levels for different types of hemp products. Extends

the State's hemp processor law through 7/1/2027. Repeals on
7/1/2027.

RELATING TO PROFESSIONAL MEDICAID SERVICES. HUS/HLT, FIN
Appropriates funds to increase Medicaid payments to eligible

health care professionals in the State up to one hundred per cent

of the current Medicare rates.

RELATING TO ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES. LGO, CPC, FIN
Includes electronic smoking devices within the definition of
"tobacco products”, as used in the cigarette tax and tobacco tax
law. Establishes a tax of ten per cent for the wholesale price for
electronic smoking devices. Allocates a portion of funds
collected on excise taxes on electronic smoking devices to the
trauma system special fund, community health centers special
fund, emergency medical services special fund, and tobacco
enforcement special fund. Permits funds in the tobacco
enforcement special fund to be used to enforce provisions
prohibiting the sale and distribution of electronic smoking
devices to, and possession or use of electronic smoking devices
by, persons under the age of twenty-one.

RELATING TO MEDICAID PATIENT CARE. HUS/HLT, FIN
Appropriates funds to provide enhanced payments to type | adult

residential care homes and developmental disabilities domiciliary

homes that are caring for medicaid patients.
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