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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2023 

 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & FOOD SYSTEMS 

Rep. Cedric Asuega Gates, Chair 

Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa, Vice Chair 

 

Rep. Elle Cochran Rep. Justin H. Woodson 

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen Rep. Gene Ward 

Rep. Amy A. Perruso  

 

 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

DATE: Friday, March 17, 2023 

TIME: 9:30 a.m. 

PLACE: VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Conference Room 325 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

 
Click here to submit testimony and to testify remotely or in person. 

 
A live stream link of all House Standing Committee meetings will be available online 

shortly before the scheduled start time. 
 

Click here for the live stream of this meeting via YouTube. 
  

 
 

A G E N D A 

 
SB 637, SD1 

(SSCR817) 

Status 

RELATING TO HEMP. 

Amends hemp processing rules to allow licensed hemp farmers to 

process hemp in agricultural structures and buildings that are permit-

exempt under section 46-88, Hawaii Revised Statutes, as well as food 

hubs and agricultural parks, as was allowed prior to 2021. (SD1) 

 

AGR, CPC 

SB 516, SD1 

(SSCR750) 

Status 

RELATING TO HEMP. 

Requires that the identity statement used for labeling or advertising 

hemp products identify the percentage of Hawaii-grown hemp and 

hemp of other origins contained in hemp products.  Effective 7/1/2050.  

(SD1) 

 

AGR, CPC 

SB 655, SD1 

(SSCR727) 

Status 

RELATING TO HEMP. 

Gives authority to the Department of Agriculture to align state hemp 

production administrative rules with federal law, with regard to 

exemptions for fiber, fuel, and seed grain hemp crops. (SD1) 

 

AGR, JHA 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=AGR&year=2023
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/account/submittestimony.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvoLAX1ww3e63K8qQ5of0bw
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB637_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB637_SD1_SSCR817_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=637&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB516_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB516_SD1_SSCR750_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=516&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB655_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB655_SD1_SSCR727_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=655&year=2023
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SB 1104, SD1 

(SSCR797) 

Status 

RELATING TO CANNABIS FOR MEDICAL USE. 

Amends the definition of "cannabis" to include cannabis propagules, 

cuttings, and seeds.  Defines "cannabis cutting" and "cannabis 

propagule".  Allows qualifying patients and primary caregivers who 

are authorized to cultivate cannabis for medical use to purchase 

cannabis propagules, cuttings, and seeds from licensed dispensaries in 

the State under certain conditions.  Establishes quantity limits and 

quality requirements for the dispensing of cannabis propagules, 

cuttings, and seeds.  Requires the Department of Health to adopt rules 

regarding the dispensing of cannabis propagules, cuttings, and seeds.  

Effective 12/31/2050.  (SD1) 

 

AGR, CPC 

SB 86, SD1 

(SSCR909) 

Status 

RELATING TO FOOD SUSTAINABILITY. 

Requires the Department of Agriculture, in coordination with the 

Office of Planning and Sustainable Development, to update the State 

Agriculture Functional Plan to include other agricultural economic 

updates that expand the State's priority on food by increasing local 

food self-sufficiency and exports.  Requires the Governor to submit the 

updated plan to the Legislature prior to the Regular Session of 2025.  

Effective 7/1/2050.  (SD1) 

 

AGR, FIN 

SB 430, SD2 

(SSCR780) 

Status 

RELATING TO THE HAWAII FARM TO FOOD BANK 

PROGRAM. 

Establishes the Hawaii Farm to Food Bank Program and Hawaii food 

assistance program special fund to alleviate food shortages in the State.  

Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/2050.  (SD2) 

 

AGR, FIN 

SB 511, SD1 

(SSCR1045) 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. 

Appropriates funds to establish a foreign agriculture small equipment 

pilot program to identify efficient agriculture equipment and retrofit 

engines to meet the United States Environmental Protection Agency's 

standards.  Requires a report to the Legislature.  Effective 7/1/2050.  

(SD1) 

 

AGR, FIN 

SB 1588, SD2 

(SSCR1030) 

Status 

RELATING TO FOOD SAFETY. 

Appropriates funds to the Department of Agriculture to establish and 

implement a GroupGAP food safety training and certification program.  

Effective 7/1/2050.  (SD2) 

 

AGR, FIN 

SB 520, SD2 

(SSCR942) 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. 

Establishes the Farm Succession Pilot Program under Leeward 

Community College.  Requires a report to the Legislature.  

Appropriates funds for the pilot program and for the Department of 

Agriculture's Farmer Apprentice Mentoring Program.  Effective 

7/1/2050.  (SD2) 

 

AGR, FIN 

SB 1268, SD1 

(SSCR842) 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL LANDS. 

Makes technical changes to the statutory definitions of "agricultural 

enterprise lands" and "non-agricultural park lands" for clarification and 

consistency purposes.  (SD1) 

 

AGR, JHA 

SB 660, SD2 

(SSCR766) 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. 

Establishes the Healthy Soils program within the Department of 

Agriculture.  Appropriates funds. Requires an annual report to the 

Legislature. (SD2) 

 

AGR, FIN 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1104_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB1104_SD1_SSCR797_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1104&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB86_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB86_SD1_SSCR909_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=86&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB430_SD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB430_SD2_SSCR780_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=430&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB511_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB511_SD1_SSCR1045_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=511&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1588_SD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB1588_SD2_SSCR1030_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1588&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB520_SD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB520_SD2_SSCR942_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=520&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1268_SD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB1268_SD1_SSCR842_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1268&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB660_SD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB660_SD2_SSCR766_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=660&year=2023
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SB 420, SD2 

(SSCR946) 

Status 

RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS. 

Establishes the sustainable food systems working group within the 

Department of Agriculture.  Requires the working group to submit an 

interagency food systems plan, any recommendations for 

implementing the plan, and any proposed legislation to the Legislature.  

Appropriates funds to establish the working group and develop the 

plan and for an unspecified number of sustainability specialist 

positions within the Department of Agriculture.  Effective 7/1/2050.  

(SD2) 

 

AGR, FIN 

   

 

DECISION MAKING TO FOLLOW 

 

Persons wishing to offer comments should submit testimony at least 24 hours prior to the hearing.  Testimony received after 

this time will be stamped late and left to the discretion of the chair to consider.  While every effort will be made to 

incorporate all testimony received, materials received on the day of the hearing or improperly identified or directed, may not 

be processed. 

 

Testimony submitted will be placed on the legislative website.  This public posting of testimony on the website should be 

considered when including personal information in your testimony. 

 

The chair may institute a per-testifier time limit. 

 

Committees meeting in the morning must adjourn prior to the day's Floor Session.  Therefore, due to time constraints, not all 

testifiers may be provided an opportunity to offer verbal comments.  However, written submissions will be considered by the 

committee. 

 

Please refrain from profanity or uncivil behavior.  Violations may result in ejection from the hearing without the ability to 

rejoin. 

 

For remote testifiers, the House will not be responsible for bad connections on the testifier's end. 

 

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-0478 or 

par@capitol.hawaii.gov. 

 

The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning.  If you require other auxiliary aids 

or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e. interpretive services (oral or written) or ASL interpreter) or are 

unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please contact the committee clerk at least 24 hours prior to the 

hearing so that arrangements can be made. 

 

Click here for a complete list of House Guidelines for remote testimony. 

 

FOR AMENDED NOTICES:  Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been added are 

bolded. 

 

For more information, please contact the Committee Clerk at (808) 586-8460 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Rep. Cedric Asuega Gates 

Chair 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB420_SD2_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/CommReports/SB420_SD2_SSCR946_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=420&year=2023
mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/RemoteTestimonyHouseGuidelines.pdf

