
STAND. COM. REP. NO. icto
Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 2~ , 2023

RE: S.B. No. 833
S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred S.B. No. 833, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE WAHIAWA IRRIGATION
SYSTEM,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize the Department of
Agriculture, Department of Land and Natural Resources, and
Agribusiness Development Corporation to acquire the Wahiawa
irrigation system, on terms negotiated and agreed upon by the
Office of the Governor, and to purchase, repair, and maintain the
associated spiliway.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Agriculture, Agribusiness Development
Corporation, North Shore Neighborhood Board No. 27, Ulupono
Initiative, Hawai’i Farm Bureau, Dole Food Company Hawaii, and Land
Use Research Foundation of Hawaii. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Land and Natural
Resources.

Your Committee finds that the Wahiawa irrigation system is a
complex. system that serves numerous purposes that have evolved
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over time. Currently, the system continues to provide irrigation
to farmers on a significantly reduced scale.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring the Office of the Governor to negotiate with
Sustainable Hawaii, LLC, or other appropriate owner for
the State’s fee simple acquisition of the Wahiawa
irrigation system;

(2) Clarifying that the appropriation for the Agribusiness
Development Corporation to manage and maintain its
acquired portion of the Wahiawa irrigation system also
includes the requirement that the Corporation manage and
maintain the spillway and dam acquired by the Department
of Agriculture; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of:

(1) $21,000,000 for the Department of Agriculture to repair
and expand the spillway associated with the Wahiawa
irrigation system and to bring the spillway into
compliance with all relevant dam safety requirements;

(2) $5,000,000 for the Department of Agriculture to acquire
a fee simple interest in the spiliway associated with
the Wahiawa irrigation system;

(3) $800,000 for the Agribusiness Development Corporation to
manage and maintain its acquired portion of the Wahiawa
irrigation system and the spillway and dam acquired by
the department of agriculture; and

(4) $500,000 for the Department of Land and Natural
• Resources to manage and maintain its acquired portion of

the Wahiawa irrigation system and for the establishment
of four full—time equivalent (4.0 FTE) positions to
effectuate these purposes.
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Your Committee also respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider whether
this measure is an appropriate use of public funds.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 833, S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form
attached hereto as S.B. No. 833, S.D. 2, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives 1.4SC~R1~ 1~l0
The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:s~ ~33)I,HDI 3/a 1/2.02.3
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)

2. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (VC)

3. GANADEN, Sonny

4. HOLT, Daniel

5. HASHIMOTO, Troy N.

6. ICHIYAMA, Linda

7. ILAGAN, Greggor

8. KONG, Sam Satoru

9. MIZUNO, John M.

10. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL(10) 1 0 — —

The recommendation is: I~ Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Conmiittee Duplicate ellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




