CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REP. NO. "‘,2.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAY 02 2023
RE: S.B. No. 295

S.D. 2

H.D. 2

C.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023

State of Hawaii

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023

State of Hawaii

Sirs:

Your Committee on Conference on the disagreeing vote of the
Senate to the amendments proposed by the House of Representatives in
S.B. No. 295, 8.D. 2, H.D. 2, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE CHILD WELFARE SERVICES,"

having met, and after full and free discussion, has agreed to
recommend and does recommend to the respective Houses the final
passage of this bill in an amended form.

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish within the Office of Wellness and Resilience the
Malama Ohana Working Group to seek, design, and recommend
transformative changes to the State's existing child
welfare system;

(2) Allow the Office of Wellness and Resilience to contract
with an administrative facilitator to provide necessary
support for the Malama Ohana Working Group;
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(3) Require the Malama Ohana Working Group to report to the
Legislature before the Regular Session of 2025; and

(4) Appropriate funds for the Malama Ohana Working Group.

Your Committee on Conference finds that the problems faced by
children and families in the State's child welfare system are
extremely complex and cannot be resolved by the Department of Human
Services alone. To address and resolve these diverse and multi-
faceted problems, it is essential that the State work with the
community and various stakeholders to determine solutions. This
measure establishes a working group comprised of community members
and stakeholders to develop recommendations to establish a child
welfare system that is trauma-informed and responsive to the needs
of children and families in the system and community.

Your Committee on Conference has amended this measure by:

(1) Amending the composition, membership, and co-chairs of the
Malama Ohana Working Group;

(2) Removing language that would have appropriated funds for
the Malama Ohana Working Group;

(3) Amending section 1 to reflect its amended purpose;
(4) Making it effective upon its approval; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the managers of your
Committee on Conference that is attached to this report, your
Committee on Conference is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 295, S.D. 2, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Final Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 295,
sS.b. 2, H.D. 2, C.D. 1.
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Respectfully submitted on behalf
of the managers:

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE ON THE PART OF THE SENATE

JOHY M. MIZUU ( oy A. gAN POENAVENTURA
Ahair ehN r 1§
\d

BERTRAND KOBAYASHI SHARON MORIWAKI
Co-Chair Co-Chair
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Hawai‘i State Legislature

(R 172

Record of Votes of a
Conference Committee

Bill / Concurrent Resolution No.:

SB 295, SD 2, HD 2

Date/Time:

o4|28/2023 54%Pm

% recommendation of the House and Senate managers is to pass with amendments (CD).

(1 The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision.

D The recommendation of the Senate Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the House amendments made to the Senate Measure

D The recommendation of the House Manager(s) is to AGREE
to the Senate amendments made to the House Measure.

Senate Managers A|WR|N|E House Managers A|JWR|N|E
SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A., Chr. | ~ MIZUNO, John M., Co-Chr. g
MORIWAK], Sharon Y., Co-Chr. /| KOBAYASHI, Bertrand, Co-Chr. /
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. ALCOS 111, David //
TOTAL N TOTAL 3
A =Aye WR = Aye with Reservations N= NV E = Excused

Senate Recommendation is:
Q/A:lopted O Not Adopted

House Rewation is:
dopted O Not Adopted

Senate Lead Chair's or Designee's Signature:

House Lead (hair's or ignee's
-

Distribution: V Original
File with Conference Committee Report

House Clerk's Office
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