
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB17 2023

RE: H.P. No. 756
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, to which
was referred H.B. No. 756, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO LAND USE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Land and Natural Resources to
prepare plans and a program to facilitate voluntary
relocation of residential development away from certain
at-risk areas;

(2) Establish the Sea Level Rise Relocation Special Fund;

(3) Allow the exchange of public land for private lands for
the transfer of development rights or land exchanges to
relocate private development away from high-risk areas;

(4) Expand the climate change adaptation priority
guidelines; and

(5) Appropriate funds.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Land and Natural Resources; University of
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Hawaii Sea Grant College Program and Climate Resilience
Collaborative; City and County of Honolulu Office of Climate
Change, Sustainability, and Resiliency; Surfrider Foundation,
Hawaii Region; Hawai~i Reef arid Ocean Coalition; Coastal Planners,
LLC; and one individual. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from four individuals. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Office of Planning and
Sustainable Development; Hawai’i Emergency Management Agency; and
Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher LC.

Your Committee finds that the Office of Planning and
Sustainable Development’s 2019 study assessing the feasibility and
implications of managed retreat strategies in the State found
that, among other things, transferring development rights and land
exchanges are useful techniques to achieve managed retreat
strategies by voluntarily shifting development away from areas
that are critically threatened by sea level rise, including areas
with particularly high natural and community resource value. This
measure ensures a broader evaluation and utilization of adaptation
options to protect Hawaii’s coastal communities in the face of sea
level rise and other threats to the State’s coastal resources.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring that any plans and programs for voluntary
relocation be aligned with state and county hazard
mitigation plans;

(2) Deleting language that would have established additional
climate change adaptation priority guidelines; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider
concerns over whether the voluntary relocation program prioritizes
assisting low- and moderate-income households and properties in
the public interest.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 756, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
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that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form
attached hereto as H.B. No. 756, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Energy &
Environmental Protection,

S 4~-~-~
NICOLE E. LOWEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii j~
House of Representatives ~ I4~ i~r~

The Thirty-second Legislature ~

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

—

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HE 75~, HPi wAL1FEP1F.rAi 02/ l4t’ /2(Y23
0 The committee is reconsidering its ious decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: bP~~~namended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Ayes / ~ Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C) V ..Z~

2. COCHRAN, Elle (VC) ‘V

3. GATES, Cedric Asuega

4. KAHALOA, Kirstin

5. PERRUSO, Amy A. \7

6. WOODSON, Justin H.

7. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (7)j ) )
The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
c ee acronym.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




