
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB16 , 2023

RE: H.B. No. 349
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs, to which was
referred H.B. No. 349, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILDREN,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Expand the original jurisdiction of family court to
include proceedings concerning the emancipation of
minors;

(2) Specify the rights of an emancipated minor; and

(3) Establish procedures for the emancipation of minors.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Opportunity Youth Action Hawai’i, Stonewall Caucus of the
Democratic Party of Hawai’i, and two individuals. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Judiciary.

Your Committee finds that this measure will provide a more
comprehensive statutory framework for the emancipation of minors
in family court.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
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(1) Providing that emancipation does not confer upon an
emancipated minor the right to purchase, possess,
consume, or sell tobacco products or electronic smoking
devices;

(2) Deleting language that would have made an indigent
minor’s declaration of emancipation subject to recission
if the minor had no means of support other than public
assistance;

(3) Allowing the minor’s parents or former guardian, instead
of the minor’s conservator, to petition to rescind a
declaration of emancipation on the ground that the minor
has become indigent;

(4) Clarifying the court’s authority to order reasonable
fees for counsel, experts, and other costs of services
required in relation to a petition for declaration of
emancipation; and

(5) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 349, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it be
referred to your Committee on Finance in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 349, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary &
Hawaiian Affairs,

DAVID A. TARNAS, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives (~W~ s

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
I-IS 349,~U1 O~.fo~/~o~3

C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JHA Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TARNAS, David A. (C)

2. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (VC)

3. GANADEN, Sonny

4. HOLT, Daniel

5. HASHIMOTO, Troy N.

6. ICHIYAMA, Linda

7. ILAGAN, Greggor

8. KONG, Sam Satoru ....-~

9. MIZUNO, John M.

10. SOUZA, Kanani —F

TOTAL (10) t.~O
The recommendation is: ~Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or desi~ee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (~llow~ — ~ief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


