
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB09 , 2023

RE: I-LB. No. 1359
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Agriculture & Food Systems and Health &
Homelessness, to which was referred H.B. No. 1359 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEMP,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to support the budding hemp
industry in Hawaii by:

(1) Repealing redundant regulations on hemp production to
reduce costs for the State and Hawaii farmers;

(2) Amending the hemp law in a manner that recognizes the
unique constraints of Hawaii farmers, while protecting
human health;

(3) Allowing licensed hemp producers to sell hemp biomass;

(4) Requiring transparency in labeling of hemp products to
identify the percentage of Hawaii-grown hemp or hemp
product in all hemp products;

(5) Requiring and appropriating funds for the Department of
Health to hire or consult a toxicologist or consultant
familiar with hemp industry standards for the purpose of
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setting defined action limits or exposure levels for
different types of hemp products; and

(6) Extending the State’s hemp processor law through July 1,
2027.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from Hawai’i Farmers Union United, Omao Labs LLC dba Kauai Hemp
Company, Island Hemp Collective, and six individuals. Your
Committees received comments on this measure from the Department
of Agriculture, Department of the Attorney General, and Department
of Health.

Your Committees find that hemp is a high-value crop that has
the potential to bring significant and diverse revenues to Hawaii.
However, the State’s hemp industry remains in a nascent stage,
largely due to overregulation. This measure will help to relax
some of these regulations.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Modifying the definition of “hemp biomass” to exclude
the flowers and leaves of hemp plants;

(2) Making unspecified the maximum percentage of delta—9-
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration in the definition of
“finished hemp product”;

(3) Changing its effective date to June 30, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committees respectfully request that your Committee on
Consumer Protection & Commerce, should it choose to deliberate on
this measure, to:

(1) Consider protections for public health regarding delta
9-tetrahydrocarinabinol levels, as mentioned by the
Department of the Attorney General; and

(2) Seek and consider the recommendations of the Department
of Agriculture on how to determine whether a hemp
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product has a label that is attractive to underaged
persons.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Agriculture & Food Systems and Health & Homelessness
that are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord
with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1359, as amended herein,
and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached
hereto as H.B. No. 1359, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee
on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Agriculture &
Food Systems and Health &
Homelessness,

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair CEDRIC ASUEGA GATES, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 4Jj~~ S~g... ‘2~S’f

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture & Food Systems

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

h~iW~ ‘2~/~/’2~l2-3
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. GATES, Cedric Asuega (C)

2. KAHALOA, Kirstin (VC)

3. COCHRAN, Elle

4. LOWEN, Nicole E.

5. PERRUSO, Amy A.

6. WOODSON, Justin H.

7. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (7) 6
The recommendation is: ~1 Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
~ committee acronym(s

Vice Chair’s or designee’s~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committe Duplicate (Yellow) — ief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~Q,~3S°L 2-Je i3
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: C Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C) V

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez

4. ILAGAN, Greggor /

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. MIZUNO, John M.

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8) 9. 1

The recommendation is: ,~‘Adopted L~ Not Adopted
If joint referral did not support recommendation.
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Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~low)—chief Clerk’s Office
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