
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB14 , 2023

RE: H.B. No. 1263
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1263 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII ABLE SAVINGS
PROGRAM,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Authorize the Director of Finance to use funds deposited
into the Hawaii ABLE Savings Program Trust Fund for any
expenses incurred in developing and administering the
Hawaii ABLE Savings Program; and

(2) Establish a position within the State Council on
Developmental Disabilities of the Department of Health
to support the Hawaii ABLE Savings Program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Executive Office on Aging, Hawaii State Council on
Developmental Disabilities, Hawaii Disability Rights Center,
Fuller Lives Disability Housing Advocacy, and four individuals.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii ABLE Savings Program is
modeled after 529 college savings plans (Section 529 of the
Internal Revenue Code), where interest earned on savings will be
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tax-free. The Hawaii ABLE Savings Program allows individuals with
disabilities the same types of flexible savings account that
people without disabilities have, such as college savings
accounts, health savings accounts, and individual retirement
accounts. Furthermore, an ABLE account would enable individuals
with a disability to accrue funds to pay for a variety of
expenses, such as medical and dental care, education, community-
based supports, employment training, assistive technology,
housing, and transportation. The position established within the
State Council on Developmental Disabilities by this measure will
provide outreach and education about the Hawaii ABLE Savings
Program and its benefits.

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the
effective date to June 30, 3000, to encourage further discussion.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Homelessness that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 1263, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1263, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health &
Homelessness,

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives ~ L)~3
The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

1-113~~~°3
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
El Pass short form bill with Rb to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C)

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC) 7

3. AMATO, Terez /

4. ILAGAN, Greggor

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand /

6. MIZUNO, John M. 7

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. 7

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: Adopted IJ Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

ittee onym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Con~itt e Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




