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The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate, 
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Speaker, and Members of the 

House of Representatives 
Thirty-Second State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 431 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Dear President Kouchi, Speaker Saiki, and Members of the Legislature: 

This is to inform you that on April 19, 2023, the following bill was signed into law: 

SB438 RELATING TO PROFESSIONAL AND 
VOCATIONAL LICENSING. 
ACT 021 

Sincerely, 

Governor, State of Hawai'i 



Approved by the Governor 

on APR 1 9 2023 
THE SENATE 
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2023 
STATE OF HAWAII 

JAN 2 0 2023 

ACT 021 

S.B. N0.lf3i 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

RELATING TO PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL LICENSING. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAW All: 

1 SECTION 1. Section 436B-9, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 11 §436B-9 Action on applications; abandoned applications. 

4 (a) Unless otherwise provided by law, each licensing authority 

5 shall take the following actions within one year after the 

6 filing of a complete application for licensure: 

7 (1) If it deems appropriate, conduct an investigation of 

8 the applicant; and 

9 (2) Notify the applicant in writing by mail of the 

10 decision regarding the application for licensure[7] 

11 addressed to the applicant's last address on file with 

12 the licensing authority. If the application has been 

13 denied, written notice of the decision shall state 

' 
14 specifiaally the reason for denying the application 

15 and shall inform the applicant of the right to a 

16 hearing under chapter 91. 
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S.B. NO. 4~'i> 

1 (b) An [application] applicant whose application for 

2 license is incomplete shall be considered to [eel have abandoned 

3 the application if [an applicant fails to provide evideaee of 

4 continued efforts te complete the licensing process for ti:.,o 

5 consecutive years, provided that the failure te provide evidence 

6 of continued efforts includes but is net limited to. 

7 f:1-+- Failure to subfflit the required documents and ether 

8 infermatioR requested by the licensing authority 

9 within t·,,e consecutive years from the last date the 

10 docl:HfteHts er other information were requested, er 

11 ~ Failure to provide the licensing authority with any 

12 written cefflffl'l:lnieatien during two eeRseeuti"<.·e years 

13 indicating that the applicant is attempting to 

14 complete the licensing process, iaeluding but not 

15 limited to attemptiRg to complete the ClEafflination 

16 requirement, and 

17 provided further that the licensing· authority may extena the 

18 above time periods by rule. ~he lieensiRg authority shall not 

19 be required to act OR any abaRdoned application, and the 

20 application may be destroyed by the licensing authority or its 

21 delegate. If the application is deemed abandoned by the 
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S.B. N0.4J'o 

1 lieensin~ autlierity, tac applicant shall be required te reapply 

2 for lieensure and comply ·,iith the licensin~ requirements ia 

3 effect at the time ef reapplicatien.J~ 

4 J.!l. The licensing authority mails a written notice to the 

5 applicant, addressed to the applicant's last address 

6 on file with the licensing authority, notifying the 

7 applicant that the application is incomplete; and 

8 ~ The applicant fails to submit all required documents, 

9 data, and information to the licensing authority 

10 within one year from the date of the licensing 

11 authority's written notice to the applicant. 

12 (c) An applicant whose application for examination has 

13 been approved shall be considered to have abandoned the 

14 application if: 

15 J.!l. The licensing authority mails a written notice to the 

16 applicant, addressed to the applicant's last address 

17 on file with the licensing authority, notifying the 

18 applicant that the applicant's application for 

19 examination has been approved; and 
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S.B. N0.~3CO 

1 J±.1. The applicant fails to take the examination within one 

2 year from the date of the licensing authority's 

3 written notice to the applicant. 

4 (d) If the licensing authority rejects an applicant's 

5 application for examination on the basis that the application is 

6 deficient, the licensing authority shall mail a written notice 

7 to the applicant, addressed to the applicant's last address on 

8 file with the licensing authority, notifying the applicant of 

9 the rejection. An applicant whose application for examination 

10 has been rejected shall be considered to have abandoned the 

11 application if the applicant fails to: 

12 J1.l Within one year from the date of the licensing 

13 authority's written notice of rejection, submit 

14 evidence that all deficiencies specified in the 

15 licensing authority's written notice have been 

16 corrected; and 

17 J±.1. Take the examination within a one-year period from the 

18 date of the licensing authority's written notice to 

19 the applicant that the applicant is eligible to take 

20 the examination. 
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S.B. NO. 43'b 

1 (e) Submission of additional data, requests for 

2 reconsideration or re-evaluation, or other inquiries or 

3 statements involving an apPlication shall not extend the 

4 respective time periods specified in subsections (b), (c), and 

5 ~ 

6 (f) The licensing authority shall not be required to act 

7 on any abandoned application, and the abandoned application may 

8 be destroyed by the licensing authority or its delegate. An 

9 application submitted subsequent to an abandoned application 

10 shall be treated as a new application. The applicant shall 

11 comply with all applicable licensing requirements in effect at 

12 the time the new application is submitted. 11 

13 SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

14 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

15 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

16 

INTRODUCED BY~.,..-~~-=-~~~:==e.----_____ _ 
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S.B. NO. 
438 

APPROVED this 19th day of April , 2023 

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAII 



r 
S.B. No. 438 

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAl'I 

Date: March 7, 2023 
Honolulu, Hawai 'i 96813 

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Third Reading in the Senate 

of the Thirty-Second Legislature of the State of Hawai 'i, Regular Session of 2023. 

~d~ 
~~fhe Senate 

Clerk of the Senate 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE STATE OF HAWAl'I 

Date: APR O ~ 2023 
Honolulu, Hawai 'i 96813 

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Third Reading in the House 

of Representatives of the Thirty-Second Legislature of the State of Hawai 'i, Regular Session 

of 2023. 

Speaker, House of Representatives 

Clerk, House of Representatives 
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