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Oversight Coordinator Monthly Report 

Date of Report: August 17, 2023 
 
In accordance with Chapter §353L-6, the Oversight Coordinator shall submit a monthly 
report to the Commission, the Governor, and the Legislature. The monthly report shall 
include actions taken by the Commission and expenses for the preceding month. In addition 
to the mandated parties this report must be shared with, the Oversight Coordinator will 
publicly post the monthly report to increase transparency and accountability. This report 
will also be shared with each individual who has the responsibility of appointing members 
of the Commission. This includes: 

1) Governor of Hawaii 
2) President of the Hawaii Senate 
3) Speaker of the Hawaii House of Representatives 
4) Hawaii Supreme Court Chief Justice 
5) Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

 
The Oversight Coordinator monthly reports are released on the third Thursday of each 
month to align with monthly Commission meetings where this report is publicly discussed.  
 
Maui Fires 
The Commission is heartbroken by the destruction and devastation caused by the Maui 
wildfires. When news of the wildfires broke, the Commission immediately contacted the 
Department of Public Safety to ensure there was an emergency evacuation plan in case the 
fires expanded toward the Maui Community Correctional Center (MCCC). The 
Commission was provided with a copy of the evacuation plan. The Commission has been 
informed that all of those who live and work in the MCCC are safe.  
 
Additionally, the Commission has been informed that the Warden has allowed additional 
phone time and assistance to people in custody to help alleviate any anxiety or concerns 
over what has occurred. The Warden also ensured that mental health providers were down 
on the floor of the living units for individuals in custody to confide in. The Commission is 
thankful for the compassion expressed by MCCC Warden Lianne Endo. 
 
In-Custody Deaths 
On July 27, 2023, a person in custody at Halawa Correctional Facility (HCF), male, 84 
years old, was pronounced deceased at a nearby hospital due to terminal illness. Although 
his death is considered to be from natural causes, both the Honolulu Police Department and 
the Department of Public Safety’s Internal Affairs unit have been notified and will conduct 
their respective investigations.   
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Actions Taken 
Facility Tours 
Part of the HCSOC mandate is to facilitate the correctional system transition to a 
rehabilitative and therapeutic model. To better understand rehabilitative and therapeutic 
programs and transitional housing options currently being offered in Hawaii, HCSOC staff 
met with community-based services providers and toured several transitional housing 
communities on Oahu, including:  

- Women in Need (WIN) 
- The First Life After Prison (First LAP) 
- Residential Youth Services and Empowerment (RYSE)  
- Fernhurst Residence, YWCA 
- Kinai ʻEha 

 
We will be highlighting the work of some of these organizations in the coming months. 
The HCSOC wishes to extend special thanks to the leadership, staff, and residents at each 
of these organizations for their expertise and hospitality. 
 
Additionally, the Oversight Coordinator, Chair, and Senator Brandon Elefante and his staff 
toured Halawa Correctional Facility on July 26. The Oversight Coordinator extends special 
thanks to all facility staff for their cooperation, expertise, and professionalism. 
 
Sequential Intercept Model Mapping Workshop  
On August 2-3, HCSOC staff attend the Sequential Intercept Model Mapping Workshop 
offered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
in partnership with Pūʻā Foundation, Department of Public Safety, Department of Human 
Services, Judiciary/Women's Court, Hawaii Paroling Authority, and the Partners in 
Development Foundation. The focus of the workshop was responding to the needs of 
Hawaii Justice-Involved Women from the Women's Community Correctional Center and 
the Women's Court on Oahu. Through the two-day workshop, we learned Sequential 
Intercept Model (SIM) basics and mapped its application in Hawaii, established state-wide 
priorities, and created an action plan to move forward. We are grateful for the opportunity 
to attend and work together with different partners to create better outcomes for justice-
involved women. 
 
National Association on Sentencing Commissions 2023 Conference 
On August 7-9, the Oversight Coordinator and Chair attended the National Association on 
Sentencing Commissions (NASC) 2023 Conference. The conference theme was “The 
More Things Change, the More They Stay the Same? Challenges Faced by State Criminal 
Justice Systems and Approaches to Reform, 1993 to 2023.” The conference covered various 
topics surrounding approaches to reform, reducing recidivism, transparency in sentencing 
and much more. The conference helped the Coordinator and Chair prepare for their roles 
within the HCR23 Task Force by learning more about approaches to sentencing reform. 
The description of the conference is below: 
 
“States are facing some of the same problems they faced when NASC was originally 
formed thirty years ago: following two decades of decreasing crime rates, the trend has 
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reversed in recent years and concerns about prison-overcrowding and the cost of 
incarceration persist. These issues are combined with concerns about the disparate 
treatment in the criminal justice system—largely by race—and the reality of collateral 
consequences of a criminal record. Rather than the similar response of states in the 1990s, 
states seem to be taking a variety of approaches to address these contemporary challenges. 
This takes many forms, including: the evaluation of existing guidelines, the creation of 
sentencing guidelines where none existed, or the change from a determinate to an 
indeterminate sentencing system (or vice versa). Given that some of the challenges today 
mirror those of thirty years ago, this conference gives us the opportunity to reflect upon 
our past efforts: 

 Did any criminal justice reforms of the 1990s have their desired effect? 
What were they and why were they successful? 

 What were the unintended consequences of the ‘tough on crime’ reforms? 
Were there later reforms designed to address these unintended 
consequences? 

 What are some of the lessons from the earlier reform? How can those be 
used to prevent repeating mistakes of the past?” 

 
Justice-Involved Homeless Intergovernmental Collaboration 
Going Home Hawai’i (GHH) has taken the initiative to develop a strategy for 
intergovernmental collaboration meetings leading up to a Reentry and Restoration Summit 
in August 2023. The summit will take place on August 23, 2023, in Kona. Attendees can 
expect a day filled with informative sessions, engaging workshops, and networking 
opportunities. GHH is expecting 250 community partners and like-minded allies to come 
together for a chance to hear from leaders and top experts in the field of reentry services. 
The summit is designed to provide support and resources for justice-involved individuals 
and will focus on reentry and restoration, and how to successfully transition into 
community. The summit is intended for individuals, businesses/business owners, faith 
communities, and community organizations who seek to make meaningful contributions to 
community-based reentry programs and corrections reform. 
 
The summit agenda includes: 
 
Plenary Speakers: 

 Dr. Jamee Miller, Founder, Ekolu Mea Nui: Ho`iwai - A Pono Framework for 
Success After Incarceration 

 Dr. Kimo Alameda, Psychologist and Community Advocate: Healthcare and 
Community Reintegration 

 Heather Lyons, Executive Director, Corporation for Supportive Housing: FUSE & 
The Justice-Involved Homeless 

 
Lunch will include a special showing of the local documentary, "Beyond Bars: Prison 
Women Speak". A Cannes International Film Festival award-winning film directed by 
Tadia Rice, featuring stories of women incarcerated in Hawai`'i. 
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Additionally, there will be five breakout sessions after lunch: 
 

1. Supportive Housing (Ballroom) Sharon Hirota, Manager, Community Engagement 
Division, Office of Housing & Community Development & James Koshiba, 
Governor's Coordinator on Homelessness 

2. Community Safety (Conf Rm 1) Chief Ben Moszkowicz, Hawaii Police 
Department & Christin Johnson, Coordinator, Hawaii Correctional System 
Oversight Commission 

3. Career Pathways (Conf Rm 2) Denise Pacheco, Office Manager, Department of 
Labor & Industrial Relations, Workforce Development Division & Dr. Marilyn 
Brown, Professor Emeritus, University of Hawaii Hilo, Sociology Department. 

4. Healthcare (Conf Rm 3) Dan Mistak, Acting President & Director of Healthcare 
Initiatives for Justice Involved Populations, Community Oriented Correctional 
Health Services & Heather Lusk, Executive Director, Hawaii Health & Harm 
Reduction Center 

5. Equity (Conf Rm 4) Carrie Ann Shirota, Policy Director, American Civil Liberties 
Union-Hawaii & Iopa Maunakea, Executive Director, Kanaka O Puna-Men Of 
PAA 

 

 
 
 
House Concurrent Resolution 23 Taskforce 
HCR23 HD1 SD1 requests the Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission to 
convene a task force to examine and make recommendations regarding existing procedures 
of the Hawaii Paroling Authority setting the minimum terms of imprisonment. Mark 
Patterson, HCSOC Chair, will be chairing this task force. 
 
The Council of State Government (CSG) agreed to work in partnership with the Hawaii 
Correctional System Oversight Commission on House Concurrent Resolution 23. The 
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CSG’s Justice Center is a national, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that represents state 
officials in all three branches of government. Their mission is to provide research driven 
strategies to increase public safety and strengthen communities. 
 
The HCR 23 task force is required to do the following: 

- Study whether parole system models used by other states might be suited for 
Hawai’i. 

- Examine and compare the minimum sentences issued by the HPA and, in certain 
instances by the courts, to determine whether there are significant differences. 

- Recommend whether the administration of justice may be better served by 
removing the responsibility of setting minimum sentences from the HPA. 

 
How the CSG Justice Center Will Assist: 

1. Provide context about parole systems across the United States. 
2. Conduct a comprehensive analysis of Hawai’i’s criminal justice data. 
3. Review existing corrections, court, and other criminal justice policies and 

procedures. 
4. Engage and collect input from a broad range of state and local stakeholders in the 

criminal justice system. 
5. Present findings from the analyses to the task force and begin developing policy 

options. 
6. Produce a report summarizing the analyses and policy options and present the 

report as requested. 
 
The Commission will be hosting a community outreach event on September 11 for those 
who wish to express their thoughts to the Chair before the first task force meeting. The first 
meeting is scheduled for September 12 and more information regarding this task force can 
be found on the Commission’s website here: https://hcsoc.hawaii.gov/hcr23-task-force/. 
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Breaking Cycles: Re-Envisioning A Health, Housing, And Corrections Continuum 
The Commission, the Correctional Reform Working Group, the University of Hawaii Manoa 
School of Architecture, and the Department of Public Safety are collectively planning a 
symposium to bring national and worldwide experts to Hawaii to examine the current 
correctional system and discuss the importance of culture and design when considering new 
jail or prison structures.  
 
The symposium is scheduled for October 10-11 from 8:30am-4pm and will be held at the 
Laniākea — YWCA O'ahu. More information will be available as we continue to finalize 
speakers and other important details.  
 
Access to Courts 
On May 4, 2023, the Commission submitted a letter to the Hawaii Supreme Court Chief 
Justice regarding a lack of access to attorneys due to people in custody not knowing who 
their attorney is. The details of the letter can be found in the May Oversight Coordinator 
Monthly Report. The Oversight Coordinator has been working with the Judiciary to find 
potential solutions to curve this issue. This will continue to be reported on until resolved. 
 
Expenses for the Preceding Month 
Note: No expenses as general funds were not made available for the month of July. 
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General Office Information 
Mailing Address: Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission 

235 S Beretania Street, 16th floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
Website:  hcsoc.hawaii.gov 

 
Submit Testimony: https://hcsoc.hawaii.gov/submit-testimony/  
 
Email:   hcsoc@hawaii.gov 
 
Social Media:  YouTube 

LinkedIn   
Facebook 
Instagram 

 
Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission Monthly Meetings 
This report will be discussed at the monthly Hawaii Correctional System Oversight 
Commission meeting held on August 17, 2023. The next monthly meeting is scheduled to 
occur on September 21, 2023, at the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR), 
830 Punchbowl Street Room 310, Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813 and online via Zoom. More 
information can be found on the Commission’s webpage here: 
https://hcsoc.hawaii.gov/information/. 




