
DEPARTMENT OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY  

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
ALII PLACE 

1060 RICHARDS STREET • HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

PHONE: (808) 768-7400 • FAX: (808) 768-7515 
 

 
 

THE HONORABLE DAVID TARNAS, CHAIR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS  
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RE: S.B. 221, S.D. 1; MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU. 

 

Chair Tarnas, Vice-Chair Takayama and members of the House Committee on Judiciary and 

Hawaiian Affairs, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu 

(“Department”) submits the following testimony in strong support of S.B. 221, S.D. 1.  This bill is 

part of the Department's 2023 legislative package, and we thank you for hearing it. 

 

The purpose of S.B. 221, S.D. 1 is to provide additional funding in the amount of $736,785, 

to maintain the current level of service for the Department’s Victim Witness Kokua Services 

(“VWKS”) Unit.  This is the remaining balance between actual costs, and costs covered by federal 

funds, funding from the Department of the Attorney General, and the funding from the City and 

County of Honolulu. VWKS advocates assist in guiding victims, witnesses and/or surviving family 

members through the criminal justice system—before, during, & after criminal prosecution of a 

case—and are specifically trained & qualified to do so. 

 

Historically, the Legislature has supported the Victim Witness Assistance Program since 

1983.  In 1986, the Legislature enacted HRS §28-111, which established the Victim Witness 

Assistance program on a statewide basis.  While the statute established this program within the 

Department of the Attorney General, all direct services are provided by each county’s prosecuting 

attorney, in order to provide the most up-to-date information, assistance, funding, and support 

services to the crime victims and witnesses in their respective counties.  Adequate funding is 

necessary for our Department to be able to continue these vital services. 

 

For all of the foregoing reasons, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County 

of Honolulu strongly supports the passage of S.B. 221, S.D. 1.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

testify on this matter. 

 

THOMAS J. BRADY 
FIRST DEPUTY  

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

STEVEN S. ALM 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
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TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2023 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
S.B. NO. 221, S.D. 1, MAKING AN APPROPRIATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS                         
           
DATE: Thursday, March 16, 2023 TIME:  2:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 325 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or  
  Julie Ebato, Administrator, Crime Prevention and Justice 

Assistance Division 
 
 
Chair Tarnas and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General supports this measure, provided that its 

passage does not replace or adversely impact the priorities indicated in our executive 

budget.  This bill would provide funds to support the victim witness assistance  services 

provided by the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, City and County of Honolulu.  

The Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, City and County of Honolulu, is one 

of the four recipients of the State Victim-Witness (VW) Assistance funds.  The program 

funding has not been adjusted for inflation and the actual cost for program staff since 

1995. 

For the 28-year period covering fiscal years 1994-1995 to 2022-2023, State VW 

funding has steadily declined.  For fiscal year 1994-1995, the State VW allocation was 

$1,038,794 and the fiscal year 2022-2023 allocation is $401,078. 

The funding supports the Victim-witness assistance program as established by 

section 28-111, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS).  The funding would also support the 

Hawaii State Planning Act in chapter 226, HRS, specifically, section 226-22(b)(5), 

"efforts to prevent domestic abuse and child molestations and assist victims of abuse 

and neglect," and section 226-105, "[p]riority guidelines in the area of crime and criminal 

justice . . . (6)  Increase public and private efforts to assist witnesses and victims of 

crimes and to minimize the costs of victimization." 
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The VW program administered by the Department of the Attorney General is to 

provide information, assistance, and support services to the victims of and witnesses to 

crimes committed in the State.  This bill benefits the Department of the Attorney General 

by providing the Prosecuting Attorney with additional funding to assist victims and 

witnesses of crime in the City and County of Honolulu.  We respectfully ask the 

Committee to pass this bill. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

 

 



SB-221-SD-1 

Submitted on: 3/15/2023 6:01:49 PM 

Testimony for JHA on 3/16/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dara Carlin, M.A. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Stand in Support 
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