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Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Senate Committee on
Ways and Means:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of SB 1586,
relating to the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, College of Tropical Agriculture and
Human Resources. Specifically, this bill will help rectify significant gaps in the reach of
Cooperative Extension programs due to vacancies that have surfaced in the past three
years. We also suggest the following amendments based on the distinction between
Extension Agent and Extension Specialist. Extension Agents are 100% allocated to
extension activities; they transmit information to stakeholders and may collaborate on
research efforts. Extension Specialists typically have a split full-time equivalent
appointment allocated to extension, research or instruction. Extension Specialists
typically conduct applied research addressing immediate issues, and provide
information to Extension Agents or directly disseminate information stakeholders.

Specifically, this bill will provide funding:

1) For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Specialist Agent in entomology
in Hilo, County of Hawaii.
SUGGESTED AMENDMENT:
e For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Specialist in entomology
in Hilo, County of Hawaii.
2) For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Specialist Agent in livestock in
Hilo, County of Hawaii.
SUGGESTED AMENDMENT:
e For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Agent in livestock in Hilo,
County of Hawaii.




3) For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) State Extension Specialist Agent in
livestock at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa.
SUGGESTED AMMENDMENT:
e For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Specialist in livestock at
the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa.
4) For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Specialist Agent in livestock in
the County of Kauai.
SUGGESTED AMMENDMENT:
e For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Agent in livestock in the
County of Kauai.
5) For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Specialist Agent in farm and
consumer food safety in the County of Maui.
SUGGESTED AMMENDMENT:
e For one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) Extension Agent in farm and
consumer food safety in the County of Maui.

CTAHR'’s Cooperative Extension relies on the knowledge and experience of County
Extension agents and specialists to extend research-based knowledge from the land-
grant university out to the residents and agricultural producers of the state. That
capability has been severely hampered by a string of resignations and retirements
happening just prior to, and during, the COVID-19 pandemic. Agricultural producers
from around the state have expressed how important these noted positions are
essential to the health and well-being of Hawai‘i’s agricultural producers and
consumers.

We strongly support SB 1586 with the suggested amendments, provided that its
passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities as indicated in our Board of
Regents Approved Budget.
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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee:

| am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawai‘i Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as
Hawai‘i’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic, and
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.

The Hawai‘i Farm Bureau supports SB 1586, which appropriates funds to the
University of Hawai'i to establish five full-time equivalent (5.0 FTE) extension specialist
agent positions at the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR).

The excellent work performed by UH CTAHR for Hawai'i’s farmers and ranchers cannot
be overstated. The ongoing outreach and education are unparalleled in the State.
Farmers and ranchers rely on this program for their very success. CTAHR has helped
develop and improve agricultural technologies pertinent to Hawai‘i's farmers and
ranchers. This includes intensive cover crop research, promoting the importance of locally
grown produce, developing biological and cultural methods for controlling pests without
chemicals, and the use of biological nitrogen fixation to significantly increase the
production of high protein foods while at the same time reducing the need for
commercially produced fertilizers.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important subject.
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RE: SB1586 RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII COLLEGE OF
TROPICAL AGRICULTURE AND HUMAN RESOURCES

My name is Eric S. Tanouye and | am the President for the Hawaii Floriculture and
Nursery Association. HFNA is a statewide umbrella organization with approximately
350 members. Our membership is made up with breeders, hybridizers, propagators,
growers, shippers, wholesalers, retailers, educators, and the allied industry, which
supports our efforts in agriculture.

The Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association (HFNA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS
Senate Bill 1586.

Extension Agent positions are very valuable resource for our Agriculture industry and is
imperative to developing a healthy agricultural economy.

Extension’s primary purpose is information transfer and education and to help make
agricultural production as efficient as possible by addressing developing problems to
minimize their impact. Extension specialists also research the latest innovations and
technologies and tailor their research to the specific needs of the communities they are
serving, which leads to more efficient agricultural production.

eHawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association ® P.O. Box 5640 e Hilo, HI 96720 e
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Extension positions are particularly helpful in assisting new and young growers getting
into the industry. This is particularly important because much of the current membership
IS approaching retirement age and young growers are needed to keep the industry vital.
The specialists provide the needed bridge and educational opportunities for these young
growers who are new to the industry. Extension provides a font of information, resources,
and continued support for new and young producers.

The current lack of extension positions has had a negative impact on our ag industries in
Hawaii, while climate change has created a greater need for these extension positions, as
it will become increasingly challenging to grow crops due to variable climates, that will
also lead to shifting in pest and disease that will affect our crops.

Extension also serves as one of the first lines of defense against new invasive species,
since they work very closely with growers and other stakeholders. Prioritizing
agriculture creates a more stable economy for Hawaii and you cannot be successful in
tropical agriculture without strong entomology and pathology research. In addition to the
year-round balmy temperatures in Hawaii, its geographical location connecting Asian and
American markets makes it uniquely predisposed to invasive species introductions.
Hawaii has earned the title as the Invasive Capital of the World. Frequent pest
introductions, climate change, the cost of land, electricity and labor in Hawaii make
profitable agriculture challenging.

Hawaii is so unique in its diverse climates and geographical location it is NOT sufficient
to rely on research coming from other Universities on the Mainland. You must have
‘Boots on the Ground’ and extension researchers employed through UH who have a
finger on the pulse of industry needs so they can develop PRACTICAL and APPLIED
SOLUTIONS through RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT.

If you have any questions at this time, | would be happy to discuss them and can be
reached by phone at 808-959-3535 ext 22, cell 960-1433 and email
eric@qgreenpointnursery.com.

ypdrting/KgFiculture and Hawaii,
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Hawaii Floriculture and Nursery Association
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The Committee on Ways and Means
March 1, 2023
10:10 AM
Room 211 & Videoconference

RE: SB 1586, Relating to the University of Hawaii College Tropical Agriculture and
Human Resources

Attention: Chair Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Gilbert Keith-Agaran and Members of the
Committee

The University of Hawaii Professional Assembly (UHPA) appreciates the opportunity to
testify in support of SB 1586, Relating to the University of Hawai‘i College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources.

SB 1586 establishes five full-time permanent extension agent positions at the University of
Hawai‘i College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources. To ensure the recruitment and
retention of the positions, it is essential for the FTE appropriation to have a recurring, general
funded designation.

UHPA supports and requests the passage of SB 1586.

Respectfully submitted,

CDRLA—

Christian L. Fern
Executive Director
University of Hawaii Professional Assembly

University of Hawaii
Professional Assembly
1017 Palm Drive 4 Honolulu, Hawaii 96814-1928
Telephone: (808) 593-2157 4 Facsimile: (808) 593-2160
Website: www.uhpa.org
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Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council, Inc.

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair

SB1586
RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII COLLEGE OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE AND HUMAN
RESOURCES.

Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 10:10 AM
Conference Room 415 & Videoconference

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee,

The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council (HCC) is the Statewide umbrella organization comprised of the four
county-level Cattlemen’s Associations. Our member ranchers represent over 60,000 head of beef
cows; more than 75% of all the beef cows in the State. Ranchers are the stewards of over 750
thousand acres of land in Hawaii, or 20% of the State’s total land mass. We represent the interests
of Hawaii's cattle producers.

The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council strongly supports SB1586 which appropriates funds to the
University of Hawaii to establish five full-time equivalent (5.0 FTE) extension specialist and agent
positions at the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources.

This measure requests funding for livestock, entomology, and farm and consumer food safety
extension positions, which are important for bringing best management practices and research to
Hawaii’s food producers. Especially during a time in which we are combatting invasive species like
the Twolined Spittlebug, ranchers will benefit by having greater access to extension with expertise
in the field. Many of these positions are vacant due to attrition, and the community will be served
better if funds were provided to fill them again. The extension positions that are currently filled,
specifically relating to the cattle industry, are at capacity, and need more resources in order to meet
the evolving needs of our industry. Cattle are consistently in the top 10 agricultural commodities in
the state, and we hope that funds will be appropriated to continue to provide cattle producers with
the valuable support of extension.

We appreciate the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Nicole Galase
Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council
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Maui Cattlemen’s Association HAWAI CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 934 e Hilo, HI 96721  (808) 333-6755 e www.hicattle.org e office@hicattle.org
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SB-1586

Submitted on: 3/1/2023 7:33:11 AM
Testimony for WAM on 3/1/2023 10:10:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Testifying for Hawaii Written Testimony
Lisa Wood Cattlemen's Council Support Only

Comments:

| am writing in strong support of SB 1586. This bill will provide for much needed agricultural
education and outreach for Hawaii's community. These positions bridge the gap that often occurs
between knowledge and the practical application of concepts. Hawaii will benefit from the
support that our ag community needs to strenthen our food security goals.

Please support SB 1586.
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Submitted on: 2/28/2023 11:54:28 AM
Testimony for WAM on 3/1/2023 10:10:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dylan P. Armstrong Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ;nmony
Comments:

The Honorable Donna M. Kim, Chair,
The Honorable Michelle N. Kidani, Vice Chair,
Senate Committee on Higher Education

The Honorable Mike Gabbard, Chair
The Honorable Herbert M. "Tim" Richards, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment

Aloha mai kakou,
RE: SB 1586

I support Senate BILL 1586, which "[a]ppropriates funds to the University of Hawai‘i to
establish five full-time equivalent (5.0 FTE) extension specialist agent positions at the College of
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources [CTAHR]."

When fomer UH Vice President David Yount wrote "Who Runs the University?", then-Dean of
CTAHR Ken Lefford reported that 85% of his operation cobnsisted of research and extension
services (p. 57) that CTAHR is more than twice the size of UH Hilo (p. 79) and was more
"vulnerable to governmental interference” than any other part of the University (p. 226) despite
being the de facto, historical money-maker for the state economy, out of a land (and sea, and
space,) grant university, and the attraction for international students (exempting the East-West
Center, which is of course separate from the University) as a worldwide center of tropical
agriculture research. CTAHR is a world leader and a unique institution within the entire US.

Extension services constitute a critical state subsidy for the state's struggling and shifting
agricultural sector.

As a graduate of CTAHR (and on the Dean's List, 2010), | was fortuante enough to study not
only my own field of forestry. | studied soil science, tropical plant science, environmental
economics, and a multitude of other disciplines either in those courses or under professors of
those fields. This complex education allowed me to work for the US Forest Service and National
Park Service, among oter organizations. Like you, | also know, first-hand, how misunderstood
the University is, in terms of both dollars and structure.
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Thank you for your consideration.
Best,

DP Armstrong
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Testimony for WAM on 3/1/2023 10:10:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Minister, Hector Hoyos Written Testimony

(aka) SisterFace Individual Support Only

Comments:

SUPPORT
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Submitted on: 3/1/2023 6:11:54 AM

Testimony for WAM on 3/1/2023 10:10:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jenee S Odani Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair, Vice-chair, and members of the committee:

My name is Jenee Odani, and | am the Extension Veterinarian (Associate Specialist) with the
University of Hawaii at Manoa’s College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources. I am
grateful for the opportunity to provide personal testimony in SUPPORT of SB1586. This
testimony does not represent the position of the University of Hawaii or CTAHR.

With the loss of many Extension Specialists & Agents over the past few years, the needs of the
livestock industry in Hawaii cannot be met. Critical topics such as herd health, reproduction, and
responsible use of antimicrobials and anthelmintics (dewormers) need to be addressed.

This bill, however, needs to be more specific as to whether it seeks to hire Specialists or Agents
(separate position types in the UH system).

Please appropriate the funds to support these extension positions, especially the livestock
extension agent positions for Kauai and Hilo. Thank you for the opportunity to provide
testimony on this matter.
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