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TO:  The Honorable Amy A. Perruso, Chair 
The Honorable Jeanne Kapela, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Higher Education and Technology 

 
FROM: Mark Patterson, Chair 

Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission 
 
SUBJECT:      House Bill 877, Relating to the University of Hawaii 

Hearing: Wednesday, February 3, 2023; 2:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Room 309 

 
Chair Perruso, Vice Chair Kapela, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission (HCSOC) supports House Bill 877 related to 
the Hookaulike at the University of Hawaii. This bill establishes the Hookaulike: A Criminal Legal System 
Institute for Restoration and Healing, at the University of Hawaiʻi William S. Richardson School of Law.  
 
The Commission’s mandate (HRS 353L) specifies that one member be appointed by the Chairperson of 
the Board of Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, to ensure that in Native Hawaiian culture-based 
practices with an emphasis on healing and reducing recidivism is represented in the Commission’s work. 
In the same way that the Legislature recognized the importance of including these requirements in 2019, 
the Legislature continues to recognize the importance of an inclusive and fair criminal legal system 
devoted to restoration and healing, particularly addressing the disparate challenges facing Native 
Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, and people of color in the criminal legal system. 
 
Allowing the opportunity for the University of Hawaiʻi William S. Richardson School of Law to design 
an inclusive and fair criminal legal system for restoration and healing aligns with the Commission’s 
priority to facilitate the transition to a therapeutic and rehabilitation corrections system. Additionally, 
shifting to a restorative and healing model versus a punitive model has been proven to positively effect 
recidivism rates and keep the jail and prison population down. For these reasons, we support this bill. 
 
Should you have additional questions, the Oversight Coordinator, Christin Johnson, can be reached at 
808-900-2200 or at christin.m.johnson@hawaii.gov. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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http://www.hhhrc.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RHznKxvXUsauJsNeKSgzTT0QD0qE5_GFmNV5o9ZJJ-4/edit
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2021/03/25/hawaii-news/minority-students-in-hawaii-see-higher-arrest-rates-report-finds/?HSA=eb03d8653d811bedb2fdfaf39960bb03cd23b09b
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2021/03/25/hawaii-news/minority-students-in-hawaii-see-higher-arrest-rates-report-finds/?HSA=eb03d8653d811bedb2fdfaf39960bb03cd23b09b
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2021/03/25/hawaii-news/minority-students-in-hawaii-see-higher-arrest-rates-report-finds/?HSA=eb03d8653d811bedb2fdfaf39960bb03cd23b09b
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
https://www.oha.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/factsheets_final_web_0.pdf
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https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2019/01/mass-incarceration-threatens-health-equity-in-america.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2019/01/mass-incarceration-threatens-health-equity-in-america.html
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https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/08/08/04/defining-and-implementing-a-public-health-response-to-drug-use-and-misuse
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/08/08/04/defining-and-implementing-a-public-health-response-to-drug-use-and-misuse
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/08/08/04/defining-and-implementing-a-public-health-response-to-drug-use-and-misuse
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/08/08/04/defining-and-implementing-a-public-health-response-to-drug-use-and-misuse
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2020/12/states-can-shorten-probation-and-protect-public-safety
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2020/12/states-can-shorten-probation-and-protect-public-safety




HB-877 

Submitted on: 2/1/2023 10:14:43 PM 

Testimony for HET on 2/3/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Blazak Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this measure. 

 



HB-877 

Submitted on: 2/2/2023 1:04:07 AM 

Testimony for HET on 2/3/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Will Caron Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawai'i must create an inclusive and fair criminal legal system devoted to restoration and 

healing, particularly addressing the disparate challenges facing Native Ha.waiians, Pacific 

Islander communities, and people of color in the criminal legal system. These ongoing 

challenges include intergenerational poverty and trauma, insufficient support services, and 

inadequate housing and are reflected in their disparate levels of incarceration. 

To address these issues of statewide concern, the state must rely on the university of Hawai'i at 

Manoa and the research, community engagement, and teaching óapacities of the William S. 

Richardson school of law, the Hawaiinuiakea school of Hawaiian Knowledge, and the University 

of Hawai'i community design center. 

The establishment of an institute for restoration and healing within the criminal legal system at 

the William S. Richardson school of law is an excellent step toward creating a restorative system 

of justice. Please support HB887. 

  

 



HB-877 

Submitted on: 2/2/2023 7:34:52 AM 

Testimony for HET on 2/3/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Me Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support 
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HB-877 
Submitted on: 2/2/2023 3:01:20 PM 
Testimony for HET on 2/3/2023 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lea Iwamoto Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I suppport this bill 
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