






TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA 
THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, 2023 
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
H.B. NO. 547, H.D. 1, RELATING TO EARLY CHILD CARE. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE                                    
                                             
DATE: Friday, February 24, 2023 TIME:  11:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 308 

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or  
  James W. Walther or Melissa J. Kolonie, Deputy Attorneys General 
 
 
Chair Yamashita and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General provides the following comments.  

The purpose of this bill is to require the Department of Human Services to 

establish and implement a two-year infant and toddler child care worker subsidy pilot 

program to retain the existing early child care workforce in licensed infant and toddler 

center settings.  The bill also appropriates funds for the pilot program.   

The Department previously presented testimony on this bill to the House 

Committee on Human Services at its February 2, 2023, hearing.  The House Committee 

on Human Services adopted the sample standards that we attached to our testimony to 

address a potential constitutional issue under article VII, section 4, of the Hawaii State 

Constitution.  House Draft 1, however, appears to have inadvertently added a semicolon 

and return after "pre-kindergarten level services" on page 7, line 4.  The semicolon and 

return change the meaning of the definition of "private educational institution" by making 

the subsequent wording "that are provided by an entity that holds itself out to the public 

as a school or educational institution . . . ." apply to all the institutions listed in the 

preceding paragraphs (1) to (3), however, the wording is meant to apply only to the pre-

kindergarten level services listed in paragraph (3).  We recommend deleting the 

semicolon and bringing the wording "that are provided by . . . ." up to line 4 of page 7, 

so paragraph (3) would read:   
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(3) Pre-kindergarten level services[;] that are provided by an entity that 

holds itself out to the public as a school or educational institution, or 
that are identified by the entity as educational services rather than 
solely as child care services.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 
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Comments:  

Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee on Finance: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT of HB 547 HD1, which requires the 

department of human services to establish and implement a two-year infant and toddler child 

care worker subsidy pilot program to assist in retaining the existing child care workforce, 

and appropriates funds for the pilot program. This effort is part of an integrated approach to 

enhancing the state's development of required child care and early learning infrastructure. In 

addition to the construction of physical infrastructure that is being pursued through organizations 

like the School Facilities Authority, human infrastructure needs require support. This bill offers a 

vital path forward toward creating a sustainable economic model for early childhood education 

and care. 

We strongly encourage the Committee to move HB 547 HD1 forward with a POSITIVE 

recommendation for House passage. 

very respectfully 

Douglass S Adams 

Director, Dept of Research & Development 

County of Hawaii 
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Comments:  

Save Medicaid Hawaii supports HB 547 

 



 

 

February 22, 2023 

Committee:    House Committee on Finance 
Bill Number:    HB 547 HD1, Relating to Early Child Care 
Hearing Date and Time: February 24, 2023 at 11:30am 
Re:    Testimony of HPM Building Supply in support  
 

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Committee Members: 

I would like to submit this letter and written testimony in support of HB 547 HD1, Relating to 
Early Child Care. The purpose of HB 547 HD1 requires the department of human services to 
establish and implement a two-year infant and toddler childcare worker subsidy pilot program 
to assist in retaining the existing childcare workforce and appropriates funds for the pilot 
program. 

HPM Building Supply is a 100% employee-owned company serving Hawaii's home 
improvement market and building industry for over 100 years since 1921. With 17 locations 
across Hawaii and Washington State, HPM offers various services and products, including 
retail stores, building supply and lumber yards, home design centers, drafting and design 
services, and manufacturing facilities. HPM is dedicated to enhancing homes, improving lives, 
and transforming communities. The company is guided by its core values of Heart, Character, 
and Growth, striving to provide top-quality products and build exceptional customer loyalty. 
HPM has earned recognition as a leader in the industry for its products, services, and 
commitment to its community. 
 
As a State-wide employer with over 500 employees, we understand that many of our 
employees face childcare decisions daily. Much-needed childcare services gives parents 
peace of mind to go to work knowing their child is being taken care of. This bill seeks to 
improve the support of childcare workers by increasing wages and providing a subsidy by 
appropriating State funds. These early childhood workers are underpaid, and they provide a 
necessary public good. Increasing the minimum wage of these workers would assist with 
recruitment and retention.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This bill also aligns with HPM’s values of Heart, Character, and Growth. By supporting early 
childhood workers, we invest in our future. We show that we care about the future 
generations and our current workforce shaping it. Our company's value of Heart is caring for 
one another as a community. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 547 HD1.  I strongly 
encourage your support and passage of this measure. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Lin 
Community Relations Administrator 

 



To: House Committee on Finance
Hearing Date/Time: February 24, 2023 11:30AM
Re: Testimony in SUPPORT of H.B. 547 HD1

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and the Members of Committee,

Members of AAUW of Hawaii thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of H.B. 547 HD1
which would establish a two-year infant and toddler child care worker subsidy pilot program within
the department of human services and appropriate funds to assist in retaining the existing child
care workforce.

Hawaii would need over 9,300 early childhood educators and we currently have closer to 4,000.
Hawaii needs to increase the wages of the early childhood educators to recruit and retain the
workforce.  Going from no supplemental program to providing supplements for all will take time and
a pilot would provide the experience required to fully implement the wage subsidy program.

Without the childcare capacity, more women in Hawaii will be forced to leave the labor force.
Women already shoulder a disproportionate burden of child care responsibilities: about 27% of
mothers stay at home (versus 7% fathers), three fourth of the mothers who stay at home do so to
care for family (versus one fourth of the fathers) according to a 2018 survey from Pew Research.
Being forced to leave the labor force to do unpaid care work limits women’s advancement and
corresponding pay increases, contributing to the gender pay gap. The gender pay gap also
continues into retirement, with the 2019 U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey
showing a nearly 30% difference in total retirement income between men and women. There are
serious and disproportionate financial barriers to seniors aging in place and avoiding
institutionalization.

Sincerely,
Younghee Overly
Public Policy Committee, AAUW of Hawaii
publicpolicy-hi@aauw.net

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) of Hawaii is an all volunteer, statewide
chapter of a national organization and is made up of six branches: Hilo, Honolulu, Kauaʻi, Kona,
Maui, and Windward Oahu. AAUW’s mission is to advance gender equity for equal opportunities in
education, at workplace and for economic security, and in leadership.
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February 23,2023

Committee:
Bill Number:
Hearing Date & Time:
Re:

TITLE GUARANTY
EAWAII

House Committee on Finance

HB 547, HDl, Relating to Early Child Care

February 24, 2023 at 11:30am (Room 308)

Testimony of Title Guaranty of Hawai'i in support

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Committee Members

We wrlte in support of HB 547, Relating to Early Child Care. This blll requires the Department of Human

Services to pilot a program to provide wage supplements or subsidies for early childhood care and

education professionals, starting first with those professionals who specialize in infant and toddler care

Title Guaranty of Hawai'i is the oldest and largest title company in the state. We have been owned and

operated by a kama'aina family since 1896 and we are proud to employ over 300 people who work in

our branches all across the state. Being a longtime employer of so many people in Hawai'i, we know

how important it is that our employees have access to quality and affordable child care. But we also

know it's difficult for people to obtain child care In Hawai'i and when they do, it can be prohibitively

expensive. For many parents, including those who work for us, being able to access child care they can

afford is what allows them to continue to work. So, not having access is bad for us as an employer,

stressful for the parents who we employ, and-most importa ntly-detrimental to the children. As not just

a longtime employer, but also a committed member of our local community, we're lending our voice to
support this effort because it is so important.

Early childhood care and education professlonals are critical to young children's development. lt is in

their first three years when children's brains develop most rapidly. That means infant and toddler child

care providers are critical to shaping the next generation of responsible, curious and contributing
Hawai'i residents. These professionals come to thelr work with training that is specialized so that they
can work with young children to grow and learn in developmentally appropriate ways. But we do not
pay these folks nearly enough, which is why so many of them are leaving the profession. We can't
afford to lose them.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 547

Sincerely,

Mike B. Pietsch
President and Chief Operating Officer
Title G ua ranty of Hawai'i

iiiliirl{i\}'kNS$' Title and Escrow is our business. Hawaii is our home ,+%E_ryhh,fl&/ld
Uain 0iiies I 235 e!.en 51reet, Herotui(, 8t 968i3 I F,tDne. i8081 521-0211 | l.-ar i806) 5?1-0160 I Ernrili tl:l,nO lGHdwaii.c,om I wrurq.TcHa*ail.com
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ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΦ 9ŀǊƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǎŀƭŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǎǳǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 9ǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǘŀŦŦƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 

ƴ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ

Iƛ!9¸/ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ōŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΦ 

Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iŀǿŀƛϥƛ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όIƛ!9¸/ύ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ IŀǿŀƛϥƛΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ 

/ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Iŀǿŀƛϥƛ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 

¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǎŀƭŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǎǳǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō 
ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǘŀŦŦƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǎǳōǎƛŘȅ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦ  

Iƛ!9¸/ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ōŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 
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Testimony to  

The Senate Committee on Finance  
 

Thursday, February 24, 2023 
11:30 AM 

Conference Room 308 & VIA Videoconference 
 Hawaii State Capitol 

 
HB 547 

  
Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the committee,  
 
Hawai‘i Gas supports HB 547, which would establish a refundable child tax credit for Hawaii’s working 
families. This bill is needed because the expansion of the federal child tax credit that was included as 
part of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 was allowed to expire by Congress, sending many families 
back into poverty. Hawai‘i now has the opportunity to fill the gap left by the federal government. 
 
Since 1904 Hawai‘i Gas has been the only franchised gas utility in the State of Hawai‘i. Over the years we 
have installed gas pipeline infrastructure, built bulk storage facilities with access to the harbor and 
developed a highly skilled workforce on every major island. With our family of employees working in 
communities across Hawai‘i, we know how important it is for people to get just a little bit of extra help 
to make ends meet, especially as their own families grow. 
 
Because of the time during the COVID pandemic that the expanded federal child tax credit was in effect 
we have the data to know that it worked. It resulted in a sharp, historic drop in child poverty rates, less 
food insecurity, and more financial stability. And because of the innovation to make the refundable 
credits paid monthly–as is the case with SB 312–families were better able to engage in financial 
planning, which helped keep them from falling behind in their finances throughout the year. This, in 
turn, infused more money into local economies each month. This positive impact was felt by small 
businesses as well. Thanks to a survey conducted by Small Business for America’s Future, we learned 
that 62% of small business owners said the flexibility and predictability of the child tax credit allowed 
parents to increase expenditures on things like home-and-family based childcare, which benefits small 
businesses that need workers with stable schedules. 
 
In short, the expanded federal tax credit lifted millions of people out of poverty, was designed in such a 
way that it helped with family financial planning, pushed more money into local small businesses and 
local economies, and was also shown to have no negative impact on employment. In fact, many families 
reported using child tax credit payments for childcare, reducing a barrier to employment. But since the 
federal tax credit was allowed to expire, all these benefits have been put at risk.  
 
Hawai‘i is in a good position to eliminate that risk and provide more security to local families by passing 
the state child tax credit, and we urge the committee to pass HB 547. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
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HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2023 5:27:07 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Ryan Samonte Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill 

 







HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2023 6:19:42 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shelly Tokunaga May Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha 

I am in support of this bill that will help our childcare workers take care of our keiki. 

Mahalo 

Shelly Tokunaga-May, EdD, LSW 
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HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2023 6:41:29 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kristy Arias Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill!!!  

 







HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2023 9:41:58 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Shantell Calarruda Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/22/2023 9:47:57 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support HB547 HD1. 

 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O66mRwpjJH2lppZPusigQirpVn4Dpz6X/view?usp=sharing


https://cscce.berkeley.edu/workforce-index-2020/states/hawaii/


HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 8:31:32 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kika Kwan Wing Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 8:33:51 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Philomena Scherling Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill! 

 





Committee on Finance
The Hawaii State House of Representatives
415 S Beretania St.
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: SUPPORT HB547

Feb. 23, 2023

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and esteemed members of the Committee on Finance,

I am writing to ask that you SUPPORT BILL HB 547, which seeks to implement subsidies to retain
qualified child care workers nurturing our youngest of keiki.

As an educator in higher education and a parent of two children of my own, I know first hand how necessary
qualified, caring child care workers are. In the wake of the pandemic, a number of our workers still have not
come back to working full time due to parental obligations. The limited number of child care workers and slots
for children, paired with the high cost of living and care make navigating child care decisions difficult at best.

Hawaiʻi’s early childhood care and education professionals are some of the most undervalued in our state.
Preschools, child care providers and families already carry a heavy burden and cannot carry more without your
support. The creation of a child care worker subsidy pilot program would provide the first step toward improving
wages for early childhood care and education professionals that do so much for me, my family and my
community. Let’s make sure to incentivize workers nurturing our young keiki to stay by paying them  living and
competitive wages. Hopefully, this will result in more of our children attaining loving care from workers that truly
enjoy their jobs, feel valued, and want to stay in their chosen vocation.

For all these reasons and more, I strongly SUPPORT BILL HB 547. Mahalo nui for introducing and hearing
these bills!

Sincerely,

Erika Molyneux
Mother of two, Resident of Kaneohe, Hawai‘i
Instructor, New Media Arts, Leeward Community College

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2023/Bills/HB547_.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2023/Bills/HB547_.pdf








HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 9:13:51 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mele Andrade Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in support of HB547.  We need quality childcare for our keiki!  The quality of the childcare 

workforce has greatly gone down.  There is also a HUGE need for childcare workers in 

Hawaii.  When my son was 2 years old, there was a waitlist for every licensed childcare worker 

on Maui, except one.  I sent him there and he was hit with a wooden spoon because he wouldn't 

take a nap one day!  That is not acceptable!  I believe that if childcare workers had more support, 

including higher pay, these types of things would be less likely to happen.  We would also have 

more quality options for our children in care.  Please support this bill.  

  

Mahalo, 

Mele Andrade 

 





https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/hhfdc/files/2022/04/2022-Income-Rent-Sales-Guidelines.pdf


HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 9:25:53 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

claire bailey Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support the bill HB547 because I am a working grandmother who didn't have the opportunity to 

have the privilege of taking leave of absence from work. I have 10 children and my husband and 

I both had to work hard and long hours to take care of our family's needs. It was very, very 

stressful, challenging, and alot of times our older children had to fulfill our roles as parents, 

which was not fair to them. Many things was not affordable, and as cost of living goes up, much 

has not changed in that area. I hope this bill can pass so our keiki of today can get the care they 

need. 

Respectfully submitted... 

 



HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 9:34:11 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Julie Reyes Oda Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill. Hawai'i's early childhood providers are some of the most undervalued workers 

in the state. They provide an important job of watching our babies and toddlers while the parents 

go to school or work. This is a good start toward improving wages for early childhood care 

professionals who provide a valuable service to our communities.    

 



HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 10:22:20 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie Tochiki Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

As a member of the Hawaii Children's Action Network, I support this bill.  Childcare is a critical 

need in all sectors of our community, and professionals caring for our children should receive 

adequate compensation. 

 





HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 10:46:03 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin Hagan Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I write in strong support of the establishment, implementation and appropriation of funds for the 

early child care worker subsidy pilot program. Hawaii's (and indeed the nation's) health depends 

on the health of our children and the early childhood care and education providers that nurture 

them. 

Today I write as a resident of Hawaii, but in my professional role as the deputy director of the 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's Evidence for Action program I have had the privlege of 

funding research evaluating how interventions designed to enhance early childhood education, 

care, and family environment impact health and developmental outcomes throughout the life 

course. Insights from this research are publicly available, should the committee like to review 

them (https://www.rwjf.org/en/insights/blog/2020/10/research-shows-the-importance-and-

paradox-of-early-childhood-care-and-education.html). 

Through this initiative, Hawaii has the opportunity to support the wellbeing of our keiki and 

some of our most critical service providers, as well as the potential to serve as a national model 

for valuing and investing in early childhood care and education. 

I encourage the committee members to vote in support of HB547 HD1. 

Thank you 

 



HB-547-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/23/2023 11:00:23 AM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Pua Auyong-White Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

To Chair, Vice Chair and members of the committee: 

I am in support of HB 547 which calls for a strong child care and early education workforce  to 

support Hawaii's children, working families, and communities.  The demand for quality child 

care and early education far exceeds the number of qualified child care and early education 

professionals currently available in the State.  Also am in support of increasing the minimum 

hourly wage to at least $16.00 per hour.  We are so desperately in need of good quality childcare 

to meet our working parents who are trying just as hard to survive in Hawaii.  

Please accept my testimony in support of HB547 HD1 

Pua Auyong (808) 222-5591 

Honolulu, HI 96819 

  

  

  

 





TO: COMMITTEE ON FINANCES

SUBJECT: HB 547 - RELATING TO CHILD CARE WORKERS

POSITION: IN SUPPORT

Draft Testimony

Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa and committee members,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony concerning House Bill (HB) 547, relating to
creating a wage subsidy pilot program to raise earnings for early childhood care and education
professionals. As a member of the community, I strongly support HB 547, as I believe
supporting the early learning workforce is critical to the economic and social health of our state.

Although early childhood care and education professionals in Hawaii are in high demand, the
number of professionals in this sector has been decreasing significantly over the last 5 years.
Personally, I know of a fellow student who received her degree in Early Childhood Education but
is currently working a retail job, because the retail job is paying her more than what she can
earn as a childcare provider. Her story is not unique, and it is sad to see that people with a
passion for caring for infants and toddlers, who are so needed, are being driven to other
employment. This wage subsidy pilot program can help stabilize the workforce, provide
incentive to enrollment in early childhood education programs, and pave the way for a more
long term funding solution.

Because national trends suggest that the younger the child is, the lower the childhood care and
education worker is paid, it is critical that we start with improving their wages. We have to start
somewhere, and starting with our infant and toddler child care providers also helps families
access quality care from the time babies need it most.

As a community member, I strongly believe we should have measures in place that support a
healthy, robust early learning system. Taking care of our keiki means we must take care of those
who care for them, as we cannot expect them to be able to provide quality care without proper
compensation. I appreciate the opportunity to provide the Committee with my testimony in
support of HB 547.

Thank you,

Moevanu Jameson
moevanu@yahoo.com









February 23,  2023!

To whom it may concern:!

My name is Kuuipo Kainoa and I am a childcare provider here on the Big Island in Kamuela, 
Hawaii. !

I strongly support bill HB547.  Being a childcare provider for over 20 years I know the need for 
quality child care workers here in Hawaii.  Not only provide a safe and loving place for the 
children to learn and grow but just as important to keep childcare a"ordable for the families.  
Having a subsidy pilot program would benefit not only my income but it would help me to keep 
my rates a"ordable so parents don’t need to carry the burden thats already given to them by 
trying to make ends meet in today economy. !

Lets keep this bill moving forward so that everyone can a"ord the needs of their children in our 
communities.!

Mahalo !
Kuuipo Kainoa !
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Submitted on: 2/23/2023 12:06:12 PM 

Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Stacey mullen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this bill and I support early childhood educators. My childrens teachers have been an 

extended family to us. I couldnt imagine raising my children with out the structure and 

experiences that they provide.  

Mahalo, Stacey Mullen 
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HB-547-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2023 8:38:52 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/24/2023 11:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Erin ODonnell Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill!  Please support.  Child care workers deserve a living wage! 
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Carolyn Lee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 
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