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March 28, 2023 

TO:  The Honorable Senator Joy San Buenaventura, Chair   
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services  

 
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director 
  Lea Dias, Acting Administrator, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
 
SUBJECT: GM 555 – Relating to consideration and confirmation to the State 

Rehabilitation Council, Gubernatorial Nominee, Howard Lesser, for a term to 
expire 06-30-2025. 

 
  Hearing: March 29, 2023, 1:15 p.m. 
    Conference Room 225 & Videoconferencing, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports the 

nomination and confirmation of Mr. Howard Lesser to the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC). 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this Governor's Message is to consider and confirm to the 

State Rehabilitation Council, Gubernatorial Nominee, Howard Lesser, for a term to expire 06-

30-2025. 

The SRC was established by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.  The SRC works 

with the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) on services that address the employment 

needs of individuals with disabilities. 

Mr. Lesser is seeking appointment to the SRC as a representative of the Client 

Assistance Program (CAP) per section 348-8(a)(2), Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

Mr. Lesser has been a Senior Advocate at the Hawaii Disability Rights Center for over 20 

years, assisting individuals with disabilities with questions or concerns about the Vocational 
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Rehabilitation (VR) program, process, and services.  In addition, Mr. Lesser has served as the 

State Rehabilitation Council CAP representative.  Thanks to his considerable knowledge of, and 

experience with the DVR program, he continues to be an asset and resource to the SRC and 

Hawaii's residents with disabilities.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this measure.  

 



GM-555 

Submitted on: 3/26/2023 6:05:02 PM 

Testimony for HHS on 3/29/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Louis Erteschik 
Testifying for Hawaii 

Disability Rights Center 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

On behalf of the Hawaii Disability Rights Center I am pleased to send in strong support for GM 

555 nominating Howard Lesser for a term on the State Rehabilitation Council. Howard is one of 

our most senior advocates and is excellent in the position. He has seved for many years with 

great distinction on the State Rehabiltation Council and has acquired great knowledge of the 

issues they address. He will be a tremendous asset to the Council going forward and we are 

pleased to offer our strong support. 
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