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Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Senate Committee on Water 
and Land: 

 
I respectfully request your favorable consideration of Governor’s Message No. 

516, appointment of Dawn Chang to serve as Chairperson, Board of Land and Natural 
Resources. 

 
Dawn brings an extensive range of skills, experiences, and knowledge to the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources.  For over 20 years, Dawn worked as the 
Principal of Hoʻākea LLC dba Kuʻiwalu, a woman-owned, Native Hawaiian business 
specializing in strategic planning and facilitating culturally sensitive issues for public and 
private sector projects.  Through community building, particularly with Native Hawaiian 
communities and organizations, Dawn designed processes that engaged stakeholders 
through contentious and culturally sensitive issues and projects.   

 
Dawn’s experiences in varied and complex situations throughout her career have 

equipped her with strong leadership qualities and the perspective, knowledge, and 
understanding to arrive at sound decisions.  It is also Dawn’s abilities to establish and 
cultivate productive relationships with her employees, listen to varying viewpoints, and 
assess information that are invaluable in leading the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources. 
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During the time that Dawn has been serving as the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources Chairperson-nominee, her recognition and acknowledgement of the various 
employees who make up the divisions under the Department and their expertise, 
knowledge, and contributions to the mission and goals of the Department, have 
embraced and cultivated a positive work culture of mutual respect, hard work, 
teamwork, and accomplishment.  In addition, a significant portion of Dawn’s time and 
efforts as the Board of Land and Natural Resources Chairperson-nominee has been 
dedicated to her direct engagement with communities across our State. 

 
Dawn served as a State Land Use Commissioner and Deputy Attorney General.  

Dawn earned a Juris Doctor from the University of Hawaii at Manoa William S. 
Richardson School of Law, and Master in Social Work and Bachelor of Arts and 
Sciences in sociology from the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  Her legal background 
and expertise in land use, Native Hawaiian rights, and environmental law also lend to 
her ability to make sound and judicious decisions.  Dawn’s extensive experiences and 
capable leadership in problem-solving will enable her to make informed decisions and 
employ effective leadership in carrying out the duties and responsibilities of Chairperson 
of the Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

 
I have every confidence that Dawn Chang will serve the State and community 

well as Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Mahalo for your consideration. 
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In Consideration of 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 516 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION  

AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES  
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE 

DAWN CHANG  
FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE ON DECEMBER 31, 2026 

 
The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) strongly supports Governor’s 
Message 516 nominating Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (Department), for a term to expire on December 31, 2026. 
 
Dawn Chang brings a lifetime of experience and expertise in Hawaiʿi land use and community building 
to the Department.  As the Senior legal counsel in the Land/Transportation Division of the Attorney 
General’s Office, Ms. Chang guided the Department for fifteen years in the areas of real property law, 
administrative law, Native Hawaiian rights, water rights, and environmental law.  She advised the Board 
of Land and Natural Resources, the Commission on Water Resource Management, and the Island Burial 
Councils.  During her tenure, Ms. Chang used her broad legal understanding - from ceded lands to 
historic preservation law to real property transactions - to help multiple Department Chairs, Deputies, 
and staff achieve the Department’s mission of conserving Hawaiʿi’s unique and limited natural, cultural, 
and historic resources. Ms. Chang also assisted the Department in litigation when necessary.   
 
In 2001, Ms. Chang formed her own company, Hōʿākea LLC, dba Kuʿiwalu, and provided consultation 
to landowners, developers government agencies, and organizations, often facilitating community 
meetings or working to build relationships between land developers and the Hawaiian community.  In 
2012, Ms. Chang became part of the Accord3 Network.  As a seasoned team member, she provided 
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strategic consulting to organizations to solve complex, multi-party problems related to development, 
conflict resolution and partnership development.   
 
In 2016, Ms. Chang was appointed to the Land Use Commission by Governor Ige and confirmed by the 
Senate.  She was reconfirmed for a second term, and resigned when Governor Green appointed her as 
Chair of the Board of Land and Natural Resources.  
 
Ms. Chang attended St. Andrew’s Priory, in Honolulu, and went on to get a master’s in social work from 
the University of Hawaii.  She received her Juris Doctor from the Richardson School of Law and is a 
member of the State Bar and the Native Hawaiian Bar Association.  Ms. Chang does pro bono 
arbitration with the Hawaiʿi Judiciary Court Annexed Arbitration Program, and she is a member of 
ACCORD3.0, specializing in facilitating controversial issues.  She is a former Board Member of the 
Historic Hawaii Foundation, the KEY Project, and the Girl Scouts of Hawaii.   
 
From her work in the Department, and outside of the Department, Ms. Chang understands the 
Department’s strengths as well as its issues.  Additionally, she has proven management, facilitation and 
strategic planning skills, and is not afraid to find common ground in the face of controversy, and seek 
fair compromises.  As the Department navigates significant challenges related to climate change, 
increasing use of our state lands, existential threats to our native forests and ocean environment, and 
increasing pressure to develop conservation land, all with limited funding, the Department will need the 
leadership Ms. Chang is uniquely qualified to provide.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of Governor’s Message 516. 
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Comments:  

Request for zoom link to testify on behalf of DLNR.  Written testimony submitted on DLNR's 

Testimony account and additional staff will be present at the hearing.  Thank you! 
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TESTIMONY ON GOVERNOR MESSAGE NO. 516 
RELATING TO THE NOMINATION OF DAWN CHANG 

TO BE THE DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND  
NATURAL RESOURCES 

By 
Jordan Lowe, Director 

 
Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

 
Friday, March 31, 2023; 1:00 p.m. 
CR 016 & Via Video Conference 

 
 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

I submit this testimony in support of the nomination and confirmation of Dawn Chang 

as the Director, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

Ms. Chang has extensive work experience in the private and government sector. Her 

decade of experience in the understanding and the sensitivity of use of land to the people of 

Hawaiʻi and her legal background representing both state agencies and the communities, 

makes her a highly qualified candidate to take on the important duties and responsibilities, 

complexities, and authority as the Director of DLNR. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony support of Governor’s Message 516 and 

the confirmation of Ms Chang. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NO. 516 
 

March 31, 2023 
1:00p.m. 

Room 016 & Videoconference 
 

SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS THE 
CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, DAWN CHANG, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE  
12-31-2026. 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 I strongly support the appointment of Dawn Chang to the position of Chairperson 
of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  I am working with  
Ms. Chang in my professional capacity as Director of Finance. 
 

Governor Green’s administration shares his priorities of homelessness and 
housing, the cost of living, climate change, and health care for the people of Hawai‘i.  
We are committed to take action to make the needed changes to move Hawai‘i forward.   
 
 Ms. Chang is an integral part of a team that is dedicated to achieving the goals of 
this administration in an honest, transparent, accountable, and responsive manner.   
 
 Ms. Chang has been serving as the Chairperson of DLNR since January 2023.  
Prior to that, she was a Deputy Attorney General in the Land/Transportation Division 
from 1987 to 2001 and served as a State Land Use Commissioner from 2016 to 2002.  
Most recently she was the Principal of Ho‘ākea LLC.  Her work experience and 
knowledge of land use and environmental law will benefit DLNR and the State; 
therefore, I support her confirmation. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

  
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NO. 516  

NOMINATION OF DAWN CHANG, CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
 
Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the committee:  
  
I am writing in support of Governor Josh Green’s nomination of Dawn Chang as Chairperson 
of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 
 
Ms. Chang has worked as the Principal of Ho‘ākea LLC dba Ku‘iwalu, a woman-owned, Native 
Hawaiian business specializing in strategic planning and facilitating conflict resolution for 
public and private sector projects for more than 20 years. Through community building, 
particularly with Native Hawaiian communities and organizations, she has successfully 
supported major projects while protecting the integrity of cultural heritage environments. 

Previously, she served as a state Land Use Commissioner and Deputy Attorney General. In 
these roles, she gained a legal background in land use and environmental law. 

I am pleased to support her confirmation.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.  
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Testimony in SUPPORT of GM506 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 

12-31-2026.  
 

SENATOR LORRAINE R. INOUYE, CHAIR 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
Hearing Date: 3/31/2023 Room Number: CR 229 

 

Fiscal Implications:  N/A. 1 

Department Testimony:   The Department of Health (DOH) supports the nomination of Dawn 2 

Chang as the Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources for the State of Hawaii.   3 

 4 

Ms. Chang’s resume describes a professional committed to the welfare of the people and natural 5 

resources of Hawaii.  Her early career in social work, especially in rural areas, likely revealed the 6 

threats to the fragility of certain families.  Her work in transportation law and as a Sate Land Use 7 

Commissioner, crossed several subject-matter areas such as Native Hawaiian rights, water rights 8 

and real property, historic preservation, and deliberative decision-making for the public good.  9 

Lastly, her private consulting brought perspective, balance, and compromise to preservation and 10 

development, both of which are necessary in modern society. 11 

 12 

Ms Chang is uniquely qualified, with backgrounds in social work, law, Native Hawaiian issues, 13 

and land use, to bring a balanced perspective that connects people with the land and water. 14 

DOH looks forward to working with DLNR under Ms. Chang’s leadership to protect Hawaii’s 15 

natural resources for the health and enjoyment of Hawaii’s residents and vistors. 16 

 17 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 18 

In reply, please refer to: 
File: 
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY BY 

SABRINA NASIR 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

 
TO THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NO. 516 
 

March 31, 2023 
1:00 p.m. 

Room 016 & Videoconference 
 

SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS THE 
CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, DAWN CHANG, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE  
12-31-2026. 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 I strongly support the appointment of Dawn Chang to the position of Chairperson 
of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  I am working with  
Ms. Chang in my professional capacity as Deputy Director of Finance. 
 

Governor Green’s administration shares his priorities of homelessness and 
housing, the cost of living, climate change, and health care for the people of Hawai‘i.  
We are committed to take action to make the needed changes to move Hawai‘i forward.   
 
 Ms. Chang is an integral part of a team that is dedicated to achieving the goals of 
this administration in an honest, transparent, accountable, and responsive manner.   
 
 Ms. Chang has been serving as the Chairperson of DLNR since January 2023.  
Prior to that, she was a Deputy Attorney General in the Land/Transportation Division 
from 1987 to 2001 and served as a State Land Use Commissioner from 2016 to 2002.  
Most recently she was the Principal of Ho‘ākea LLC.  Her work experience and 
knowledge of land use and environmental law will benefit DLNR and the State; 
therefore, I support her confirmation. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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Friday, March 31, 2023 
1:00 P.M. 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
State Capitol 

 
In consideration of 

Governor's Message 516 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 

and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, Dawn Chang 
 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the confirmation of Dawn Chang as 
the Chairperson for the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  
 
The purview of the Department of Land and Natural Resources is expansive and 
includes the protection of natural and cultural resources, management and control  of 
public lands, operation of state parks, small boat harbors and ocean recreation areas, 
and management of freshwater resources. This significant responsibility 
demands strong leadership with a clear vision, subject matter expertise, and 
administrative capacity.   
  
With her decades of experience in land use policy and law, community engagement and 
consultation, and work with various agencies at all levels of government, Dawn Chang 
is well-qualified and suited for this appointment and will bring the kind of leadership this 
department needs.  DOT looks forward to partnering with Ms. Chang and her team to 
coordinate the land dispositions on DOT properties, management of resources near and 
on our facilities, coordinating resources to improve access and quality of life for our 
residents and visitors, and partnering on mitigation and adaptation measures to address 
future climate impacts.  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 
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March 29, 2023 

 

Statement of  
Daniel E. Orodenker 

Executive Officer 
State Land Use Commission 

 
Before the 

Senate Committee on 
Water and Land 

 
Friday March 31, 2023 

1:00 PM 
State Capitol, Room 016 & Video Conference 

 
In consideration of  

GM 516 
FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS THE CHAIRPERSON, 

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, DAWN CHANG 

 

 

Chair Inouye; Vice Chair Elefante; and members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land: 
 

 Please accept this testimony in support for the confirmation of Dawn Chang as chairperson for the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources for a term to expire December 31, 2026. 
 
 Ms. Chang served on the State Land Use Commission for eight years between 2016 and 2022.  
During that time, she became well known to the staff.  She was an exemplary commissioner, well liked 
and well respected.  From a technical standpoint her resume indicates she has significant qualifications to 
be the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
 From a personal standpoint I can say that she is a true pleasure to work with.  She is a warm and 
caring person.  Attributes that flow over into her decision making.  While considering the general 
community; she is extremely concerned about the Hawaiian Community as well as Native Hawaiian 
rights.  She always ensured that the Hawaiian and general community got their say and were heard.  She 
ensured that their concerns were dealt with in an even-handed manner.  While she often premised her 



 

decision on unique criteria and came at problems from a unique perspective, her decision making was 
thoughtful, compassionate, and heartfelt. 
 
 It was a true pleasure having her on the Commission.  All of my interactions with her showed her 
to be a person of respect and consideration.  She is a person with a strong moral compass and high 
standards. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Comments:  

Kalena Kahawaiolaa Blakemore’s Testimony in Opposition to the Nomination of Dawn Chang 

as Chair of BLNR, GM 516 

Senator Inouye and members of Committee on Water and Land, 

The atrocities committed against our iwi kūpuna (Hawaiian burials) at Kawaiahaʻo Church is the 

legacy Dawn Chang has left behind in her wake of negligence to circumvent the system we have 

in place to protect our ʻāina and iwi kūpuna. 

As Kanaka ‘Ōiwi we strive to protect and care for what little is left of our culture. I implore you 

to please oppose her nomination and pray for someone who cares and is profoundly suitable for 

this position that the committee and your constituents can wholeheartedly support. 

Sincerely, 

Kalena K. Blakemore 

Hawaiʻi Island Burial Council-Puna 

 



                                                                                           

Ka Moku’aina ‘O Hawai’i Aha Moku O Pae’Aina 

State of Hawai’i Aha Moku 

P. O. Box 621 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 

 

Pae’Aina: Moku O Keawe, Moku O Piilani, Moku O Kanaloa, Nana’i Kaula, Moloka’i Pule O’o, Moku O Kakuhihewa, 

Manokalanipo, Ka’Aina O Kawelonakala 

 

Testimony of the Hawaii State Aha Moku 

Before the Senate Committee on  

Water and Land 

Friday, March 31, 2023 

1:00 PM 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 

IN SUPPORT of GM 516 

 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, 

Gubernatorial Nominee DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-26-2026. 

The Hawaii State Aha Moku (Aha Moku) supports this Gubernatorial Nominee. 

Based on her extensive experience in demonstrated leadership and successful management in transactions in 

conservation, community capacity building, conflict resolution and ecosystem restoration, Aha Moku supports 

Dawn Chang.  But more than this, we acknowledge and honor her skills in empowering local communities to 

steward cultural landscapes. 

Further, Ms. Chang is a native Hawaiian who was raised with the traditional values of her culture. She is 

respectful to Kupuna which is critically important to communities in Hawaii. She understands the value of 

generational knowledge and that each moku and ahupua’a are unique in their natural and cultural resources. 

Aha Moku works with native Hawaiians on all the main Hawaiian Islands. In speaking to native Hawaiian 

practitioners and families on Moku O Keawe (Hawaii), Moku O Piilani (Maui), Nana’i Kaula (Lana’i), 

Kakuhihewa (O’ahu), and Manokalanipo (Kaua’i), all were in support of Dawn Chang’s nomination. 

Thank you for the opportunity to sharing our mana’o with you.  We believe in, and strongly support Dawn 

Chang as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources and urge her confirmation. 

Respectfully, 

Leimana DaMate, Luna Alaka’i/Executive Director  Rocky Kaluhiwa, Po’o O Kakuhihewa 

Hawaii State Aha Moku     Hawaii State Aha Moku 

808-640-1214       808-286-7955 

Leimana.k.damate@hawaii.gov    rockykaluhiwa1122@gmail.com  
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 Testimony of  

 
MICHAEL K. NĀHO`OPI`I  

Executive Director  
 

Before the Senate Committee on  
 

WATER & LAND 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023  
1:00 PM  

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

 In consideration of  
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 516 – SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND 
CONFIRMATION AS THE CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, DAWN CHANGE 

 
Governor’s Message No. 516 submits for consideration and confirmation, Dawn Change to serve 
as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). On behalf of the 
Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission, I wish to express my strong support and recommend 
her confirmation. 
 
During the early formation of the Kaho`olawe Island Reserve Commission (KIRC), Ms. Chang 
served as KIRC’s Deputy Attorney General and was instrumental in guiding the newly formed 
commission in developing the multiple agreements with the United States Navy for the return of 
the Island of Kaho`olawe and the eventual cleanup and restoration efforts occurring today.  
When confirmed as the Chairperson of the DLNR, Ms. Chang will also serve as a Commissioner 
on the KIRC, as specified in Hawaii Revised Statute Chapter 6K.  Ms. Chang’s early work with 
the KIRC and her long-time experience with native Hawaiian rights and land issues will be a 
great asset to the KIRC and provide thoughtful guidance and understanding for the continuing 
struggles the KIRC must overcome each day.  Today, we feel she is in the right place to help 
champion not only the causes of the KIRC, but for all the other divisions, agencies and 
commissions assigned to DLNR. 
 
The KIRC is truly fortunate to have the support and advise of the Ms. Chang as DLNR 
Chairperson and KIRC Commissioner and strongly support her confirmation. 

COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 

JOSHUA  KAAKUA, Ed.D 
Chairperson 

CARMEN HULU LINDSEY 
Vice-Chair 

 
DAWN N.S. CHANG 

‘ĀNELA EVANS 
SAUMALU MATAAFA 

BENTON KEALII PANG, Ph.D 
MICHELLE PESCAIA 

 
Michael K. Nāhoʻopi‘i 

 Executive Director 

JOSH GREEN, M.D. 
GOVERNOR | KE KIAʻĀINA 

 

http://kahoolawe.hawaii.gov/


JOSH GREEN M.D. 
GOVERNOR 

 

SYLVIA LUKE 
LT. GOVERNOR 

 
STATE OF HAWAI‘I 

DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 

Ka ‘Oihana ‘Auhau 
P.O. BOX 259 

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96809 

PHONE NO: (808) 587-1540 

FAX NO: (808) 587-1560 

 

 

 

GARY S. SUGANUMA 
DIRECTOR  

 

KRISTEN M.R. SAKAMOTO 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
TESTIMONY OF 

GARY S. SUGANUMA, DIRECTOR OF TAXATION 
 

 
TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
In consideration of G.M. No. 516  
 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson of the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial nominee, Dawn Chang  
 
BEFORE THE: 
Senate Committee on Water and Land 
 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, March 31, 2023 
TIME:   1:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  State Capitol, Room 016 
 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support of the confirmation of 
Ms. Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR).  
 

I believe Ms. Chang’s experience serving on the State Land Use Commission, as 
a deputy attorney general with extensive experience in real property law, ceded lands, 
environmental laws, water rights, and native Hawaiian rights, and her private sector 
experience dealing with cultural resource and historical preservation management, will 
enable her to effectively address the challenges facing DLNR.  Through my interactions 
with Ms. Chang, I am confident that she is prepared and committed to work with our 
local communities in serving the best interests of the State and am confident that she 
has the experience, skills, and leadership abilities to be a great Chairperson for DLNR.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Governor’s 

Message 516.  
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TESTIMONY OF SHARON HURD 
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 

 
BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023 

 1:00 PM  
CONFERENCE ROOM 016 & VIDEOCONFERENCE 

 
GOVERNORS MESSAGE NO. 516 

 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 
12-31-2026. 

 

Chairperson Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Gubernatorial Nominee, 

Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources 

(DLNR).   

While at the Department of the Attorney General, Dawn was able to build an  

exceptional work history that included 12+ years at the Deputy Attorney General serving 

as legal counsel in the Land/Transportation Division where she handled real property 

law, native Hawaiian rights, water rights and environmental law.  She has extensive 

litigation experience in ceded lands and historic preservation laws, then add her 5+ 

years as the Commissioner of the State Land Use Commission to determine that she is 

the right person for the position. 

Respectfully requesting your vote to confirm Dawn Chang's nomination to serve 

as the Chairperson, DLNR.     

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
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March 30, 2023 

 

TO:  The Honorable Senator Lorraine R. Inouye Chair 
The Honorable Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair  

 Senate Committee on Committee on Water and Land 

 
FROM:  Cathy Betts, Director 
  Joseph Campos II, Deputy Director 
   
SUBJECT: Testimony in Support  

G.M. 516, Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson,  

Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, 

DAWN CHANG 
 

  Hearing: March 31, 2023 at 1:00 pm 
    Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 

 
We, Cathy Betts and Joseph Campos II, serve as the Director and Deputy Director of the 
Department of Human Services. We are testifying in SUPPORT of Governor’s Message 516, 
Gubernatorial Nominee, Dawn Chang, as the as the Director for the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR).  
 
Ms. Chang has extensive experience serving the State of Hawaii for over 40 + years in both 
private and public service. Specifically, Ms. Chang served as the Deputy Attorney general in the 
Land/Transportation Division for 14 years in the areas of real property law, administrative law, 
native Hawaiian rights, water rights, and environmental laws. Ms. Chang has also been the At-
Large State Land Use Commissioner from 2016 through 2022.  
 
Within the past four months, we have seen her approach to topics before DLNR utilize balance, 
measure, and foresight for what is best for the people of Hawaii and employ a commitment to 
stewardship of Hawaii’s unique environment. Her experience and familiarity with issues of 
DLNR are assets for the Chairperson position. She will help lead DLNR to be responsive to the 
needs of the people of Hawai‘i and Hawai‘i government services.   
 
Thank you for allowing us to testify in SUPPORT of Governor’s Message 516 and Ms. Chang. 
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 March 31, 2023 
 
To: The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
 The Honorable Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair, and   

 Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land 
 
Date: Friday, March 31, 2023 
Time: 1:00 p.m. 
Place: Conference Room 16 & Videoconference, State Capitol 
 
From: Jade T. Butay, Director 
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
 
Re: G.M. 516; Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN 
CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026. 
 
The Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) strongly supports the 
confirmation of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) 
 
Ms. Chang possesses the knowledge and experience to successfully lead the DLNR.  
Ms. Chang is an attorney and has served as a Land Use Commissioner, Deputy 
Attorney General, and Principal of Ho‘ākea LLC dba Ku‘iwalu, a woman-owned, Native 
Hawaiian business specializing in strategic planning and facilitating conflict resolution 
for public and private sector projects.  As such, Ms. Chang is knowledgeable in land 
use, environmental law, and community engagement, particularly with Native Hawaiian 
communities and environmental organizations.  Ms. Chang’s extensive experience 
demonstrates that she can find common ground amongst stakeholders and successfully 
support major projects while protecting the cultural heritage of the environment.   

The DLIR believes Ms. Chang is a qualified steward that will enhance, protect, 
conserve, and manage Hawaii’s unique and limited natural, cultural, and historic 
resources held in public trust for current and future generations of the people of Hawaii 
Nei, and its visitors, in partnership with others from the public and private sectors.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Governor’s Message 
516.  
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TESTIMONY ON GOVERNOR MESSAGE NO. 516 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS THE  

CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES, 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE DAWN CHANG 

 
By 

Tommy Johnson, Director 
 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023; 1:00 p.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 & Via Video Conference 

 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee:  

 
I submit this testimony in strong support of the nomination and confirmation of 

Dawn Chang as the Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

Her impressive knowledge of government operations, and work experience with the 

State in two separate branches of government and private sector, coupled with her 

advanced education, make Ms. Chang an ideal candidate to lead the department 

forward. 

She clearly has the prerequisite knowledge, honed leadership, managerial skills, 

and interpersonal skills required of such a complex and diverse position.  I strongly urge 

the committee to recommend advise and consent for this highly qualified nominee.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Governor’s 

Message No. 516 and the confirmation of Ms. Chang.  
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TESTIMONY OF KALI WATSON, CHAIRMAN  
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION  

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
HEARING ON MARCH 31, 2023 AT 1:00PM IN CR 016 

  
IN SUPPORT OF 

 

GM 516 
for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson,  

Department of Land and Natural Resources,  
Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG,  

for a term to expire 12-31-2026 
   

March 31, 2023  
 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Committee: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Dawn Chang as 
the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 
 
 Ms. Chang’s diverse background in legal and social work is reflected in her work 
as a Commissioner for the State Land Use Commission, a Deputy Attorney General for 
the Department of the Attorney General, and as a Social Worker for the Queen 
Lili‘uokalani Children’s Center. Ms. Chang’s exemplary leadership will aid DLNR in 
decision making for the benefit of Hawaii’s land and people. As the principal and owner 
of a woman-owned, Native Hawaiian business, DHHL is certain that Ms. Chang will 
demonstrate keen strategic planning and facilitation of culturally sensitive issues for 
DLNR. 
 

DHHL looks forward to working in partnership with Dawn Chang and we 
respectfully ask your committee to advise and consent to this nomination. Thank you for 
your consideration of our testimony. 
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TESTIMONY OF JAMES J. NAKATANI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AGRIBUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
1:00 PM 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
 
 

GM 516 - Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the 
Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial 

Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026 
 
 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee: 

 The Agribusiness Development Corporation (“ADC”) supports GM 516, 

relating to the consideration and confirmation of Ms. Dawn Chang’s appointment 

as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

ADC believes Ms. Chang’s experience will be instrumental in leading 

DLNR.  Furthermore, ADC is confident Ms. Chang has the knowledge and skills 

required to serve as Chairperson and we respectfully ask for your consideration 

and support of her nomination.  

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony. 
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Statement of  

Hakim Ouansafi, Executive Director 
Hawaii Public Housing Authority 

 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
Friday, March 31, 2023 

1:00 PM 
Room 016, Hawaii State Capitol 

 
In consideration of 

GM 516 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS THE CHAIRPERSON, 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE,  

DAWN CHANG, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 12-31-2026. 
 

Honorable Chair Inouye and Members of the Committee on Water and Land, thank you for the 
opportunity to provide testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of GM 516, to consider and confirm 
Dawn Chang to the position of Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
 
It is truly my honor and privilege to be working alongside with her and there is no doubt in my 
mind that she will continue to bring a fresh perspective on how to deliver services, improve the 
experience of those we serve, and strive to maximize taxpayer dollars efficiently and effectively. 
 
The HPHA urges the Committee to pass GM 516 and confirm Dawn Chang to the position of 
Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
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Testimony of Ka‘āina Hull 

Planning Director, Planning Department, County of Kaua‘i  

 

Before the  

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

March 31, 2023 at 1:00pm 

Conference Room 016 and Videoconference 

 

In consideration of  

Governor’s Message No. 516 

Relating to the Nomination and Confirmation of Dawn Chang 

For Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committees Members: 
 

I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of Dawn Chang’s confirmation as Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources.   

 

I have gotten to work with and know Dawn through her work as a Land Use Commissioner and 
as the Principal and owner of Ho‘ākea LLC dba Ku‘iwalu. In her role as a Land Use 
Commissioner, Dawn continuously held the integrity of the review process and public 
participation above all else. As a land use consultant, she has engaged the Kauai Planning 
Department on a number of occasions, pushing the Department to hold itself to the highest 
standards of the public trust doctrine, particularly the preservation of cultural resources, as well 
as Native Hawaiians’ access to those resources. 
 
As the Director of a land use agency that routinely engages with the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources and shares many similar responsibilities, I cannot conceive of a more 
qualified candidate for its Chairperson than Dawn Chang. 
 

I ask that this Honorable Committee to ADVISE AND CONSENT to her nomination and forward the 

nomination to the full Senate for their consideration. Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony 

on this measure. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Ka‘āina Hull  
Planning Director, County of Kauaʻi 
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Testimony of Marisa Valenciano 

Planner, Department of Planning, County of Kaua‘i  
 

Before the  
Senate Committee on Water and Land 

March 31, 2023 at 1:00pm 
Conference Room 016 and Videoconference 

 
In consideration of  

Governor’s Message No. 516 
Relating to the Nomination and Confirmation of Dawn Chang 
For Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committees Members: 
 
I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of Dawn Chang’s confirmation as Chairperson of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).   
 
I have known Dawn Chang for over ten years through my work as a land use planner for the 
County of Kauaʻi Planning Department.  As a Land Use Commissioner, Dawn has never been 
afraid to ask the hard questions and has been tenacious in her duty to protect Hawaii’s natural 
resources and the rights, traditions, and customs of Native Hawaiians.  I have witnessed several 
Land Use Commission petition hearings where Dawn has thoroughly vetted petitions to 
understand the potential adverse impacts and formulate conditions of approval to protect 
natural and cultural resources.  I have also had the opportunity to attend several trainings that 
Dawn conducted as a private consultant to help our Department review projects in compliance 
with the Ka Paʻakai analysis.  
 
In my current position as a historic preservation planner, I am excited for the opportunity to 
collaborate with Dawn as the Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
who will also oversee the administration of the State Historic Preservation Division.  As a 
historic planner, I am constantly in communication with SHPD in my review of Section 106 
consultations, Nominations to the State and National Register of Historic Places, and building 
and zoning permits that trigger HRS 6E (HRS 6E-42, HRS 6E-8, HRS 6E-10).  In knowing Dawn 
both personally and professionally, I cannot think of a more outstanding and qualified 
candidate for this position who will carry forth the protection and preservation of our cultural 
and historic resources.   
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It is my honor to provide this letter of testimony and I humbly ask this Honorable Committee to 
ADVISE AND CONSENT to this nomination and forward the nomination to the full Senate for 
their consideration. 
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MICHAEL A. DAHILIG, MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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Testimony of Jodi Higuchi Sayegusa 

Deputy Planning Director, Planning Department, County of Kaua‘i  

 

Before the  

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

March 31, 2023 at 1:00pm 

Conference Room 016 and Videoconference 

 

In consideration of  

Governor’s Message No. 516 

Relating to the Nomination and Confirmation of Dawn Chang 

For Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committees Members: 
 
I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of Dawn Chang’s confirmation as Chairperson of the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).   

 

Dawn Chang’s vast experience in land use as a Deputy Attorney General providing legal counsel and 

litigating cases for an array of state entities, notably including the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 

Commission on Water Resources Management, Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commission, Na Ala Hele 

Trails System, Natural Area Reserves Program, and Island Burial Councils, as a Land Use Commissioner, 

and her work with public and private entities in cultural resource management and historic 

preservation, provides her with a mastery of the complex laws, regulations, and responsibilities of DLNR, 

and enhances her ability to navigate the many complicated issues and dynamics facing DLNR.  I have 

witnessed her commitment toward protecting Hawai‘i’s natural resources and native Hawaiian rights, 

traditions, and customs as a Land Use Commissioner when she meticulously questioned government 

agencies and public testifiers to elicit possible impacts and protection measures. As a consultant, Dawn 

has provided valuable training to our department to fine tune our administrative processes aimed to 

fulfill our duties to protect Hawai‘i’s natural resources and customs.  Dawn’s breadth of experience and 

deep sense of kuleana to protect Hawai‘i’s public trust resources and native Hawaiian traditional and 

customary rights will allow her to make culturally-informed decisions, fulfill the important role of 

Chairperson of DLNR, and protect Hawai‘i’s natural resources for future generations.   

 

I ask that this Honorable Committee to ADVISE AND CONSENT to his nomination and forward the 

nomination to the full Senate for their consideration.     
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Testimony of Michael Laureta
Enforcement Division Chief, Planning Department, County of Kaua’i

Before the
Senate Committee on Water and Land

March 31, 2023 at 1:00pm
Conference Room 016 and Videoconference

In consideration of
Governor's Message No. S16

Relating to the Nomination and Confirmation of Dawn Chang
For Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources

Aloha Chair lnouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committees Members:

l am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of Dawn Chang's confirmation as Chairperson of the Department of
Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).

I have worked for the State of Hawai’i, Department of Land and Natural Resources on Kaua’i for 13 years,
as a Kaua’i Land Agent and Kaua’i District Land Agent. Sam Lee and I also staffed the Hawai’i District Land
Office for 1 year at the request of the DLNR Chairman. l also worked as a Regulatory Planner and
subsequently in the Enforcement Division at the County of Kaua’i Planning Department for 31 years.

As Chief of the Enforcement Division for the Kaua’i Planning Department, l regularly work and share
similar enforcement duties and land use functions of numerous DLNR divisions. l have worked with Dawn
as a Kaua’i District Land agent (when she was with the AG's office), and as the Enforcement Supervisor,
when she provided her Hawaiian cultural insights and government considerations (Hawaiian PASH rights)
to the Enforcement Section. She provided valuable guidance to the Kaua’i District Land Office as Kekaha
Sugar and the Lihue Plantation were transitioning out of sugar.

Dawn is humble and knowledgeable and has expertise in both the private sector and government. She has
the expertise and experience to serve as DLNR's Chairperson and meaningfully protect and manage
Hawai'i's lands and precious natural resources.

I ask that this Honorable Committee to ADVISE AND CONSENT to her nomination and forward the
nomination to the full Senate for their consideration.

Resectfully submitted,
Z

‘\. \» ‘*4
Laureta

‘ ' ment Division Chief, Planning Department, County of Kaua’i
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Testimony of Romio Idica 

CZM Planner, Department of Planning, County of Kaua‘i  

 

Before the  

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

March 31, 2023 at 1:00pm 

Conference Room 016 and Videoconference 

 

In consideration of  

Governor’s Message No. 516 

Relating to the Nomination and Confirmation of Dawn Chang 

For Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committees Members: 
 
I am testifying in STRONG SUPPORT of Dawn Chang’s confirmation as Chairperson of the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources.   

 

Being a Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Planner, I work on permitting and processing applications that 

deal with the Special Management Area (SMA) and properties along the coastal areas on the island of 

Kaua‘i. I have worked with Dawn on several permits that required careful consideration of sensitive 

cultural resources and sites on the island of Kaua‘i. Dawn’s knowledge of Article XII, Section 7 of the 

Hawai‘i State Constitution and commitment to honoring Native Hawaiian traditional and customary 

rights and resources is unsurpassed in the State. With her background on Land Use and her knowledge 

of cultural preservation, Dawn would be a valuable asset as Chairperson to the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources.     

 

With respect, I ask the Honorable Committee to ADVISE AND CONSENT to her nomination and forward 

the nomination to the full Senate for their consideration. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

testimony on this measure. 
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Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Aloha committee,  

I am writing in support of BLNR Chair Dawn Chang, since being appointed, we have had a 

number of shipwrecks in West Maui, this happens nearly every year, and we have been able to 

meet with her and the first deputy on some occasion and are hopeful to be able to move forward 

on some of these issues.  Up to this point, I have been impressed with her responsiveness and 

sincerity in trying to fix a system that she has inherited that has numerous flaws.  I have watched 

some of the BLNR meetings she has chaired since her appointment and am pleased with what I 

have witnessed. 

Mahalo for reading my testimony in support of Chair Dawn Chang. 
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Testimony of  

Derek S.K. Kawakami 
Mayor, County of Kaua‘i 

 
Before the  

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
March 31, 2023 at 1:00 PM 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
 

In consideration of 
GM 516 Relating to the Appointment of 

Dawn Chang 
Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 
Honorable Chair Inouye, Honorable Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

I am honored to write in  strong support of the appointment of Dawn Chang as the State of Hawai‘i 
Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. She will effectively and prudently lead 
this department tasked to enhance, protect, conserve, and manage Hawaiʻi’s unique and limited natural, 
cultural, and historic resources held in public trust for current and future generations for the people of 
Hawai‘i nei, and its visitors, in partnership with others from the public and private sectors.   
 
With her prior experience as Deputy Attorney General and Land Use Commissioner, Ms. Chang brings an 
extensive wealth of knowledge and expertise to address the laws, regulations, and responsibilities under 
the purview of the department. As Deputy Attorney General, she has provided legal counsel for many 
state agencies including the DLNR. As Land Use Commissioner, Ms. Chang always worked meticulously 
to guide and control development while preserving agricultural and conservation lands. Her ability to 
extract answers and information from all parties drives her sound decision making. 
 
As a consultant, Ms. Chang has provided training to our County staff, most recently on reviewing 
projects with the Ka Pa‘akai analysis allowing us to better protect our cultural resources. Her dedication 
and expertise transcend between her public service and work in the private sector.  
 
Protection and preservation of our cultural, natural, and historic resources is paramount as we move 
forward in this dynamic time in our State. I am confident in the leadership Dawn Chang brings to the 
Department of Natural Resources as Chairperson. I ask you to Advise and Consent to her nomination 
and forward to the full Senate for their consideration. 



  

From the office of - 
Council Member 

District 3 

 

 

 

  

 
Office:  (808) 961-8396 
Fax:  (808) 961-8912 

Email:  sue.leeloy@hawaiicounty.gov 

SUSAN L.K. LEE LOY 
25 Aupuni Street, Hilo, Hawai‘i  96720 

 

Hawai‛i County Is an Equal Opportunity Provider And Employer 

March 30, 2023 

 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

Committee on Water and Land 

 

Hawaiʻi State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 516 

DAWN CHANG – DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee on Water and Land, 

 

This letter is written in strong support of Gubernatorial Nominee Dawn Chang as the 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Your Committee will advance 

and recognize many qualified applicants with excellent qualities.  Ms. Chang is a natural leader 

with a grounding, level-setting voice of understanding and sensibility.  

 

As the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, there will be a need to 

balance many parts of the law, departmental rules, government personnel, and the uniqueness of 

our state, island communities, and their ideas therein.  An area worth highlighting in Ms. 

Chang’s resume is her strong understanding of complex issues such as land use, cultural resource 

management, and environmental law, and her ability to involve the community and find 

solutions.  Ms. Chang will be a valuable addition to the Department, and I strongly urge your 

Committee’s approval. 

 

As always, should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

 

Aloha Piha,  

 
Susan “Sue” L.K. Lee Loy 

Council Member, County of Hawai‘i, District 3 

Chair, Committee on Infrastructure and Assets 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 7:42:14 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Keith Unger 
Testifying for McCandless 

Ranch 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Keith Unger and McCandless Ranch strongly support Dawn Chang as Chairperson of DLNR. 

 



 W A I K Ī K Ī  I M P R O V E M E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N  
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Testimony of Rick Egged 
Waikīkī Improvement Association 

Before the 
The Senate Committee on Water and Land 

 
Friday, March 31, 2023.  1:00 pm 

 
In consideration, of the Nomination Dawn Chang to the position of  

Chair and Director, Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Governor’s Message No. 516 

 
 

 

Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante and members of the Senate Committee on Water 

and Land. I am Rick Egged, President of the Waikiki Improvement Association. We 

are in support of GM 516 nominating Dawn Chang to serve as Chairperson and  

Director for the State Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Ms. Chang has an extensive record of public service and is uniquely qualified to  

serve as the head of the DLNR. Besides being an accomplished attorney and  

administrator, Ms. Chang is a trained mediator and arbitrator with a record of being 

open, fair and constructive. 

 

With all the complex issues facing the DLNR, Ms. Chang has the ability to listen  

to various perspectives, be fair, objective and work towards solutions that benefit  

all of Hawaii. She understands the issues and as a native Hawaiian, with a strong  

background in Hawaiian culture she brings a special perspective to this important  

challenge. 

 

Please hear her out and know that under her leadership all sides will be considered  

and we will move forward together. Mahalo. 

 
 



. /-\S@t@
March 23, 2023

Representative Lorraine Inouye, Chair
Representative Brandon Elefante, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Water and Land

RE: GM 516- CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Hearing date - March 31, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and members of the committee,

I am submitting this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of GM 516 appointing Dawn Chang to
serve as director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). I have known Dawn
Chang for many years. She is smart, hardworking and very knowledgeable about land use issues
and community sentiment throughout our Hawaii. As keiki-0-ka-aina, Dawn brings a lifetime of
experience to the table for the benefit of the people of Hawaii.

In all the years that I have known Dawn, she has always been forthcoming and very fair in
her dealings with people, and has always approached problems and issues with an open mind and
with the goal of finding common ground, in a very pono way.

Given her extensive experience in the area of land use, and with her extensive knowledge of
our community, she is well-positioned to serve Hawaii well.

Accordingly, I submit this testimony is strong support of her appointment to be Director of
the Department of Land and Natural Resources and urge her early confirmation.

With Aloha,

 ,
Mitchell A. Imanaka
Managing Principal

1028287



Hawaii Harbor Users Group 
In Support of GM516 

Before the Committee on Water and Land 
March 31, 2023 

 
Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Hawaii Harbor Users Group (HHUG) is a non-profit maritime transportation industry group 
comprised of key commercial harbor users statewide.  HHUG supports GM516, which nominates Dawn 
Chang to serve as Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources.  Ms. Chang has been a 
dedicated, longtime public servant.  Her decades of experience in state government and consulting gives 
her unique insight into operations of the State of Hawaii.  HHUG has worked with Ms. Chang on several 
harbors-related issues.  Our members have found Ms. Chang to be open, fair, and collaborative.  We 
believe she will execute her duties with fairness and competence. 
 
 Thank you for considering our testimony in support. 
 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 6:03:20 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alan Gottlieb 
Testifying for Ponoholo 

Ranch 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support Dawn Chang for BLNR Chair.  

 



March 25, 2023 

 

The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chairperson 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Hawaii State Capitol Room 210 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

Subject:  Testimony in Support of GM 516 – Dawn Chang 

 

Dear Chairperson Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee: 

It is with great pride and respect that I submit testimony in support of Dawn Chang for the position of 

Chairperson for the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  It is especially an honor having worked 

for DLNR as an intern while attending the University of Hawaii, in the late 70’s and having served on the 

O’ahu Island Burial Council for which she provided testimonies before our council. 

I served as Vice President & General Manager of Turtle Bay Resort from 2011-2018.  Having lived away 

from Hawai’i for over 30 years, it became abundantly clear that despite my Native Hawaiian heritage, I 

needed someone who could ensure we at Turtle Bay, learned more about our culture and traditions. 

We hired Dawn, Principal and Owner of Ku’iwalu, to educate our owners, managers and employees of 

our responsibilities as stewards of Turtle Bay’s 1,500 acres of land.  Her role was to ensure we lived up 

to our Native Hawaiian values consistently and respectfully.  And that she did.   

I, and my former owners of Turtle Bay, are extremely grateful for her knowledge and devotion to the 

Native Hawaiian principles, practices, and protocols.  She was unwavering in her commitment.  She gave 

us our culture back.  And for those who were not Native Hawaiians, they learned from our example.  The 

archeological inventory surveys, burial plans, reinterment, blessings, and so much more had reignited a 

deeper desire to learn more. 

It has now been over 11 years since I’ve known Dawn.  I have watched her serve on the Land Use 

Commission since 2016 where she has shown genuine sensitivity to the protection and use of 

agricultural and rural districts when events or activities may not serve in the best interest of the 

community or land.   

Dawn is a true leader who approaches challenges with her intelligence and her calm demeanor.  While 

some may be disrespectful, Dawn has never been and never will be that type of person.   

Mahalo for taking the time to read my testimony.  My apologies for being unable to provide this in 

person. 

Sincerely, 

Danna Holck 

 



Matson Navigation Company, Inc. 

In Support of GM516 

Before the Committee on Water and Land 

March 31, 2023 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

 

 Matson Navigation Company, Inc. (Matson) supports GM516, which nominates Dawn 

Chang to serve as Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources.  Ms. Chang has 

been a dedicated, longtime public servant.  Her decades of experience in state government and 

consulting gives her unique insight into operations of the State of Hawaii.  HHUG has worked 

with Ms. Chang on several harbors-related issues where both her aloha and kuleana for mālama 

‘āina have been proven. Our members have found Ms. Chang to be open, fair, and collaborative.  

We believe she will execute her duties with fairness and competence. 

 

 Thank you for considering our testimony in support. 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/24/2023 1:09:53 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Godfrey Akaka 

Testifying for The Native 

Hawaiian Gathering 

Rights Association 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Godfrey Akaka Jr. President for The Native Hawaiian Gathering Rights 

Association. We are in support of Dawn Changs confirmation. Dawn has had open 

communications with us and we feel she has a balanced approach on issues and welcomes the 

voices of the community to be heard and supported. Mahalo for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Godfrey Akaka Jr. NHGRA President 

 



 

COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
 

GM516 
Dawn Chang 

 
Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00 PM 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee, 

 

The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council (HCC) is the Statewide umbrella organization comprised of the four 
county level Cattlemen’s Associations. Our member ranchers represent over 60,000 head of beef cows; 
more than 75% of all the beef cows in the State. Ranchers are the stewards of over 750 thousand acres 
of land in Hawaii, or 20% of the State’s total land mass. We represent the interests of Hawaii's cattle 
producers.  
 

The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council supports GM516 for the consideration and confirmation  as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, 

for a term to expire 12-31-2026. 

 

Ms. Chang’s extensive experience in land use issues is apparent through her roles as Commissioner 

of the State Land Use Commission and as the Deputy Attorney General providing legal counsel  for 

State Boards and Commissions. This in-depth experience with land use issues provides expertise 

that is valuable for the Department of Land and Natural Resources, which has a wide range of tasks 

to carry out. 

 

Not only has Ms. Chang been available to discuss important issues regarding cattle production and 

land stewardship, but she has taken extra time out of her busy schedule to actually visit 

leaseholders to understand the situation. This on-the-ground experience is especially important 

during a time when misinformation is so easily spread. She has proven to be fair, thoughtful, and 

committed to understanding all sides of an issue to inform her decision-making.  

 

We appreciate the opportunity to testify and respectfully ask for your support of Ms. Dawn Chang for the 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Nicole Galase 

Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council 

Managing Director 
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TO:  Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
  Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
  Committee on Water and Land (WTL) 

FROM: Kiersten Faulkner, Executive Director 
  Historic Hawai‘i Foundation 

Committee: Friday, March 31, 2023 
  1:00 p.m. 
  Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 

RE: GM 516 Confirmation of Dawn Chang 
Chairperson of the Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources  

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation, I am writing in support for GM 516, confirming 
Dawn N.S. Chang at the Chairperson of the Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural 
Resources for a term to expire December 31, 2026. 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) is responsible for managing and 
protecting Hawaii’s natural, cultural, historic and scenic resources. As one of the 12 primary 
divisions of the Department, the Historic Preservation Division is responsible for administering the 
State’s program for the identification and treatment of historic properties and cultural resources.  

Hawaii’s current practice is to designate the Chairperson of the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources as the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). The SHPO is responsible for 
the state’s comprehensive historic preservation program [HRS §6E-5] and to meet the federal 
requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act [16 U.S.C. 470a(b)—State Historic 
Preservation Programs]. The Hawai‘i SHPO is appointed by the governor and “shall be appointed 
on the basis of professional competence and experience in the field of historic preservation and shall 
be placed in the department (of land and natural resources) for the purposes of the state program.” 

The State Historic Preservation Officer is the single most important person related to historic 
preservation in the state.  The State appoints its SHPO to be the decision-maker and advocate 
related to the sites, buildings, landscapes, districts and objects that are significant to the history of 
Hawai‘i. The position is critically important for establishing and implementing a comprehensive 
historic preservation program that both initiates preservation actions (through planning, inventories, 
education, incentive and regulatory systems) and responds to proposals that may affect historic 

http://www.historichawaii.org/
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properties (through review of development proposals, capital improvements, tax credits and 
permits).   

While the daily tasks and management of the State’s historic preservation program are 
delegated to the administrator of the state historic preservation division and the professional staff, 
the leadership and priorities are set by the SHPO. The historic, cultural and natural resources of 
Hawai‘i are its greatest legacy and irreplaceable treasures.  Decisions that affect their protection, use, 
interpretation and perpetuation have irreversible and dramatic consequences.  Historic Hawai‘i 
Foundation strongly supports measures that lead to better decision-making and implementation to 
safeguard these resources. 

Historic Hawai‘i Foundation (HHF) is a statewide nonprofit organization established in 1974 
to encourage the preservation of sites, buildings, structures, objects and districts that are significant 
to the history of Hawai‘i. It is governed by a Board of Trustees elected by the general membership. 

Ms. Chang formerly served as a trustee for Historic Hawai‘i Foundation for five years (May 
2011- April 2016). In addition to her tenure as a board member, Ms. Chang served on several 
working groups and committees, including the Preservation Honor Awards Selection (2013-2022), 
Preservation Policy (2012-2016) and Kama‘āina of the Year Event committees.  

Ms. Chang brought both subject matter expertise and a collegial spirit to the Historic Hawai‘i 
Foundation Board of Trustees. She is collaborative in deliberations and applies standards fairly to all 
participants. She has a professional demeanor and is a thoughtful and courteous participant in 
discussions and determinations. She demonstrated a deep awareness and care for Hawaii’s historic 
places and the importance that they hold for both Native Hawaiians and all people of Hawai‘i. 

Ms. Chang’s knowledge, skills and abilities will serve the State well, and we believe she will 
bring the values of stewardship and collaboration to the position. 

Therefore, Historic Hawai‘i Foundation is pleased to support the confirmation of 
Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

http://www.historichawaii.org/


Hawaii Reserves, Inc.
A LAND 1\/IANAGEMENT COMPANY

R. Eric Beaver
PRESIDENT & CEO

March 28, 2023

Via Leqislaturefs Website - Submit Testimony
Senate Committee on Water 8t Land
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair

Re: G.M. 516 (Confirmation ofDawn Chang as DLNR Chairperson)
Testimongln Suggort
Hearing: Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00 p.m., Conf. Rm. 016

Honorable Chair Inouye and Committee Members:

Aloha and thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify insupport of the nomination of Dawn Chang as
the Chairperson of the Department of Land & Natural Resources. This testimony is submitted on behalf of Hawaii
Reserves, Inc. (HRI), a land management company located in Laie with oversight of approximately 7,000 acres of
land zoned agricultural, preservation, residential, and commercial.

Ms. Chang has decades of professional experience dealing with the kinds of issues that the DLNR Chairperson
encounters in the State of Hawaii. These include issues involving public and governmental policy, Native Hawaiian
archaeology and history, and community outreach in areas related to agricultural, residential and commercial land.

Dawn has facilitated a number of outreach processes involving sensitive cultural and community issues, and she is
known for her ability to be fair and objective, especially in facilitating difficult discussions. As a private consultant,
she advised project developers and provided community outreach services on various projects by engaging with
local residents and cultural descendants of ancestral burials.

She also helped develop a cultural monitoring program for burials found during the construction of the Honolulu
rail project and consulted with a number of state and federal agencies on various issues across the islands, such as
statewide public meetings on federal recognition of Native Hawaiians. The DLNR will greatly benefit from
someone with this community background who also has diverse professional experience pertinent to the work of
the department. . 1

During HRI's time serving as a land representative member on the state's Oahu Island Burial Council, Dawn came
before the council; her demeanor and presentation was always professional, courteous, and respectful of the
various parties at the table. We applaud Governor Green's choice in nominating someone of Ms. Chang's
character and caliber to head one of our state's most important agencies.

We have every confidence that Ms. Chang will faithfully execute her responsibilities as the Chairperson of the
DLNR, and respectfully request that this committee pass out G.M. 516.

Sincere

R. Eric ea er

55-510 Kamehameha Highway, Laie, Hawaii 96762-1193 ° Telephone: (808) 293-9201 0 Fax: (808) 293~6542 ~ www.hawaiireserves.c0m



COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
And Senate Committee Members  
 
 RE: GM 516 Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, 
 Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG. 
 
 
Aloha Chairman Inouye and Vice-Chair Elefante and Senate Committee Members, 
 
 Thank you for allowing me to submit a written testimony in SUPPORT of  
Governor Josh Green’s Gubernatorial Nominee, Dawn Chang for consideration and confirmation as 
Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
 
 I am Danielle Ululani Beirne, residing in the beautiful and only “living” Ahupua’a of Kahana 
Valley on O’ahu and perpetuating our Hawaiian culture with my ‘Ohana, my children and grandchildren, 
grand nieces and nephews and speaking the ‘olelo Hawai’i of our people.  
 
 I am so blessed to be living at a time when a native Hawaiian has been finally given an 
opportunity to serve the State of Hawai’I in this prestigious position.  I have reviewed all her 
qualifications and I say it is sound and has progressed over time.  As life’s journey is long and hard, so is 
the road to being educated in this great State of ours, and building communities is what Dawn Chang 
does best.  There’s been some areas of concern or some bumps in the road, so I will liken them to our 
roadways, “they can be fixed”.  
 
 Again, I SUPPORT Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
and ask this Committee on Water and Land to give her your support and confirmation as soon as 
possible.  I appreciate all your Committee and its members.  Stay Strong, be well.  Mahalo Piha  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Owau me ka Ha’a Ha’a 
 
 
 

Danielle Ululani Beirne, Kupuna and Permanent Member  
Friends of Kahana and Ko’olauloa Hawaiian Civic Club  

 
    
 
 



  Hawaii Operating Engineers Industry  
  Stabilization Fund PAC 

  2181 Lauwiliwili Street  
  Kapolei, HI 96707 
  Phone: (808) 845-6221 

  Website: www.hoeisf.com 
  

  
 

UNITING OUR STRENGTHS AND WORKING TOGETHER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW 
 

 
March 31, 2023 
 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon Elefante, Vice Chair 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT 
GM516, Nominee Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural 

Resources 
 

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on behalf of the Hawaii Operating Engineers 
Industry Stabilization Fund Political Action Committee (HOEISF PAC). The HOEISF PAC is a 
non-profit labor management organization whose core mission is to represent the interests of 
the Operating Engineers Local Union No. 3 and Hawaii’s leading contractors and ensure that 
the industry is thriving and sustainable for the future. 
 
We are writing in support of Dawn Chang’s nomination to lead the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR). Ms. Chang has an impressive resume, highlighted by her many 
years of service as both a Deputy Attorney General and Commissioner at the State Land Use 
Commission. She is clearly qualified for the role of DLNR Chair and would serve the people of 
Hawaii well. 
 
We ask that you please support Dawn Chang’s nomination.  
 
 



   
 

March 28, 2023 

 

To:  Sen. Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

  Sen. Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

  And Members, Committee on Water & Land 

 

From:  Aaron D. Mahi, President 

  Mahealani Cypher, Board Member 

  Ko`olau Foundation 

 

Re:  G.M. 516 – Appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson, 

  Department of Land & Natural Resources – In Support 

 

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee: 

 

The Ko`olau Foundation offers its strong support for the confirmation of Dawn Chang to serve 

as director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and chairperson of its 

Board. 

 

Our organization has observed and monitored the work of Dawn Chang for most of her career in 

state government and more recently in her work with the community. We have taken note that, in 

fact, she has perhaps spent more time working with DLNR than almost anyone else, except 

perhaps career employees of that department. As deputy attorney general, Dawn Chang has had 

to “carry the water” to support the department and other state agencies through decades of 

conflict and compromises. Throughout all these years of both public and private engagement, we 

have witnessed her successes and those times when, unfortunately, she chose a less-favored path. 

 

Despite the instances where we may have seen better approaches to some problems, we have 

come to respect Dawn Chang because she has demonstrated a willingness to calmly work with 

those who have disagreements, and has made good faith efforts to find resolution to these 

conflicts. She has succeeded in most instances.  

 

We believe there is no one with a deeper understanding of the many challenges – and strengths – 

found within the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  

 

As an organization dedicated to preserving our historic sites and cultural properties, the Ko`olau 

Foundation plans to continue monitoring her and fully expects to hold her accountable as kia`i of 

our state’s precious lands and natural resources. 

 

We urge your support of her confirmation. Mahalo for considering our mana`o. 

 

 

Ko`olau Foundation 
   P. O. Box 4749 
   Kane`ohe, HI 96744 
   malamapono744@aol.com  / koolaufoundation@gmail.com  

mailto:malamapono744@aol.com
mailto:koolaufoundation@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY 
March 31, 2023 
 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Water and Land 
 
 
RE: Governor’s Message No. 516 – Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, 
DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire on December 31, 2026 

Hearing date: March 31, 2023, 1:00 p.m. 
 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

 
Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony on behalf of Young Brothers, LLC (“YB”) offering 

SUPPORT of Dawn Chang’s nomination. 
   

YB is a common carrier by water, transporting property by tug and barge between the islands of 
Oahu, Hawaii, Kauai, Maui, Molokai, and Lanai.  YB is currently the only water common carrier authorized 
to transport property under Chapter 271G, Hawaii Revised Statues (“HRS”) (i.e., the Hawaii Water Carrier 
Act), subject to the regulatory authority of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Hawaii (“PUC”).  
Since 1900, customers across Hawaii have relied on YB’s frequent, regular, and universal sailings to serve 
as the bridge that connects all communities in this island-state. 

 
Dawn Chang is well-qualified and well-suited to lead the State as the Chairperson for the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources.  As you know, Dawn Chang served as a commissioner on the 
State Land Use Commission from 2016 to 2022 and as a Deputy Attorney General from 1987 to 2001, 
including serving as senior legal counsel in the Land/Transportation Division.  

 
Dawn Chang’s knowledge, experience, and leadership skills will be an invaluable resource to the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources and to the State of Hawaii.  Moreover, her experience working 
with stakeholders across the industry make her an ideal Chairperson. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Dawn Chang’s nomination. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Jay Ana     Kris Nakagawa 
President    Vice President, External and Legal Affairs 

 



OPPOSE	
	
GM516	–	Dawn	Chang	
Submitting	for	consideration	and	confirmation	as	the	Chairperson,	
Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources,	Gubernatorial	Nominee,	
DAWN	CHANG,	for	a	term	to	expire	12-31-2026.	
					
First,	we	all	need	to	agree	that	every	nominee	is	a	good	person	and	a	
nice	person.	Hyped	social	media	accusations	to	vilify	or	create	friction	
cannot	be	part	of	this	democratic	process.	We	expect	all	our	elected	
government	officials	to	be	logical,	deliberate,	and	independent	in	their	
decision-making	for	the	public	good.	
	
Whether	the	nominee	is	smart	or	experienced,	or	a	man	or	woman	or	
of	a	particular	race	or	a	good	friend	is	secondary	in	this	case.	The	
primary	focus	of	this	nomination	is:		Whether	the	nominee	is	the	
right	person	for	this	position	of	public	trust	and	public	good.	
	

	
	

DLNR’s	jurisdiction	encompasses	nearly	1.3	million	acres	of	State		



lands,	 beaches,	 and	 coastal	waters	 as	well	 as	 750	miles	 of	 coastline	
(the	 fourth	 longest	 in	 the	country).	 It	 includes	state	parks;	historical	
sites;	 forests	 and	 forest	 reserves;	 aquatic	 life	 and	 its	 sanctuaries;	
public	fishing	areas;	boating,	ocean	recreation,	and	coastal	programs;	
wildlife	and	its	sanctuaries;	game	management	areas;	public	hunting		

Based	on	Dawn	Chang’s	record	below,	consenting	to	this	nominee	
would	be	like	allowing	the	fox	to	guard	the	henhouse.	The	risks	are	
too	high.			
	
	

	
	
	
Dawn	Chang	has	an	established	record	of	helping	developers	and	
corporations	achieving	their	corporate	agenda.	It’s	ok;	it’s	her	chosen	
job.	
	
But,	for	the	position	of	Chair	of	the	BLNR,	Dawn	Chang’s	same	record	
shows	a	very	clear	imbalance	towards	corporate	agendas	and	no	
interest	in	the	preservation	or	protection	of	“Aloha	Aina”.			
	



The	kuleana	of	this	particular	BLNR	position	requires	much	more	
respect,	passion,	and	na’au	inclinations	for	the	protection,	wise	
management	and	conservation	of	Hawaii’s	resources.	She	has	no	
demonstration	of	such	on	record.	
	
	
EXAMPLE:	Excerpt	from	her	submitted	resume:	
2001-2022	Ho’ãkea	LLC	dba	Ku’iwalu,	Principal	Principal	and	owner	of	
a	woman-owned,	Native	Hawaiian	business	that	specializes	in	strategic	
planning	and	facilitating	culturally	sensitive	issues	for	public	and	
private	sector	projects.	Kuiwalu	has	worked	with	private	developers	
including	
Kobayashi	Group,		
Howard	Hughes	Corporation,	
	General	Growth	Properties,		
Turtle	Bay	Resort,		
Travaasa		
Hana	Hotel,		
Outrigger	Hotels,	and		
Disney	Aulani.		
	
	
	
Turtle	Bay	Resort	Controversies:	
	
I	first	saw	Dawn	Chang	when	she	appeared	on	the	scene	for	the	Turtle	
Bay	Resort	controversy	on	and	around	2010.	Dawn	Chang	was	hired	
by	Replay	Resorts,	a	Canada-based	resort	development	firm,	to	obtain	
the	necessary	developmental	permits	from	the	Honolulu	City	Council.	
	
Dawn	Chang	was	the	principal	of	Kuiwalu,	a	small	consulting	firm	
specializing	in	culturally	sensitive	issues	with	developers	and	Native	
Hawaiian	families	on	Native	Hawaiian	burials.			
	
She	portrayed	herself	as	a	woman	leader	and	also	a	Hawaiian	who	
understood	and	felt	for	the	local	people.	
	
In	this	Turtle	Bay	project	here,	Dawn	Chang	was	hired	to	do	a	job.	She	
did	her	job.		



	
The	Kuilima/Turtle	Bay	record	repeatedly	shows	that	upon	receiving	
land	entitlements,	corporations	such	as	Oaktree	Capital	Management	
and	The	Blackstone	Group	were	able	to	exploit	and	flip	their	new	
vested	interests	on	paper	for	significant	monetary	gains	without	
putting	a	stick	in	the	ground.			
	
Dawn	Chang	would	continue	to	do	many	similar	jobs	for	such	
corporations	and	developers	in	Hawaii.	It’s	her	choice	of	livelihood.	
It’s	her	free	agency,	of	course.	
	
Many	lifelong	environmentalists,	conservationists,	and	related	fields	
have	voiced	their	opposition	based	on	her	record	and	their	
interactions	with	her.	Some	of	her	actions	are	very	alarming	in	
relation	to	fit	this	DLNR	position’s	kuleana.		
	
Her	record	does	not	instill	much	trust	in	this	nominee	to	advocate	for	
the	public	good	and	manage	the	natural	but	finite	resources	of	
Hawaii.	
	
Even	if	the	nominee	promises	to	be	independent	of	her	past,	it	will	
still	be	a	very	hard	sell	because	there	are	OTHER	more	qualified	
nominees	who	can	fill	this	very	important	position.	
	
DO	NOT	CONSENT	to	this	nomination.	
	
Mahalo,	
	
Choon	James	
ChoonJamesHawaii@gmail.com	
808	293	9111	



 

  

Testimony of  
Pacific Resource Partnership 

 
Senate Committee On Water And Land 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

 
GM 516—Confirmation Dawn Chang as Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
1:00 P.M. 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) is a non-profit market recovery trust fund which represents approximately 
7,000 men and women union carpenters and 240 large and small contractors. With our expertise in research, 
compliance, marketing, and project advocacy, we are committed to building a stronger, more sustainable 
Hawaii in a way that promotes a vibrant economy, creates jobs, and enhances the quality of life for all 
residents of Hawaii.  
 
PRP writes in strong support of GM 516, confirming as the Chairperson of Land and Natural Resources, 
Gubernatorial Nominee, Ms. Dawn Chang. 
 
Ms. Chang’s commitment to public service; work experience in both the private and public sectors; legal 
background in the area of real property law, administrative law, native Hawaiian rights, water rights, and 
environmental laws; understanding and implementation of processes that allow for meaningful participation 
of stakeholders; and patience and ability to work with people of diverse backgrounds renders her well suited 
to serve as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
 
Given the above, we respectfully ask for your favorable consideration on Ms. Chang’s confirmation.  
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March 29, 2023 
 
RE: Written Testimony for GM 516 
 
Hui ʻOihana, the Hawai`i Island Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce supports the 
appointment of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson for the State Department of Land and 
Natural Resources. 
 
As the first Native Hawaiian to head the DLNR, Dawn Chang has shown respect (hōʻihi), 
a sense of personal responsibilty (koʻu kuleana), a willingness to always learn (kupu 
mau) and a determination to bring people together (laulima) to work together for the 
benefit of all of Hawaiiʻs residents.  These are core values of our organization and traits 
that we have seen Dawn Chang exhibit in the many sensitive cultural issues on Hawaiʻi 
Island. 
 
For these reasons and our belief that she will stand for us and with us to build a better 
future for our keiki, Hui ʻOihana supports the appointment of Dawn Chang.   I also call 
upon all other Native Hawaiian groups to use our collective voices (and votes) to bring 
ʻōiwi leadership to Hawaiʻi.  
 
I mua e nā pōkiʻi, 
 

 
 
Benson Medina 
President 
Hui ʻOihana – Hawaiʻi Island Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce 

 



  
March 29, 2023 

 

Testimony of KAHEA: THE HAWAIIAN-ENVIRONMENTAL 

ALLIANCE in opposition to the nomination of Dawn Chang as 

Chairperson Department of Land and Natural Resources (GM 516) 

 

To the Senators of the Water and Land Committee,  

 

KAHEA: The Hawaiian-Environmental Alliance (KAHEA), a Hawai‘i 

nonprofit established in 2000, like hundreds of other commenters, strongly 

opposes nomination of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources and thus opposes GM 516.  

 

Chang’s firm, Ku'iwalu routinely worked with big developers who have 

gentrified Ala Moana, Kakaʻako and Waikīkī, displacing Kānaka Maoli 

today, and unearthing iwi kupuna laid to rest many generations ago. 

Kuʻiwalu, was often tasked with creating “community engagement 

opportunities” designed to diffuse oppositional views. 

 

We are disappointed in Governor Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for 

DLNR Chair. As someone who has facilitated harmful development by 

diffusing community concerns through consultation processes that are 

confusing, time consuming, and impotent, she is not the right choice to 

lead this agency. Developers who have contracted with her to move 

projects along will enjoy a real advantage over people who are speaking 

out for the environmental community and native Hawaiian cultural 

concerns.  

 

Perhaps most relevant to our work at KAHEA is Chang’s preparation of 

the University of Hawaiʻi’s (UH) 2009 Comprehensive Management Plan 

(CMP) for Mauna Kea and the 2021 audit of the CMP. In 2004, Mauna 

Kea Anaina Hou, the Royal Order of Kamehameha, Sierra Club, and Kū 

Ching sued BLNR and UH for approving the Keck Outrigger project. In 

2007, the Third Circuit Court agreed with the plaintiffs and ordered that 

UH/ BLNR could not approve new telescope construction until they 

developed a truly “comprehensive” plan for Mauna Kea.  

 

As the document was being developed in 2009, community members 

explained to Chang that while they wanted to, they could not trust the 

process and dialogue with her and others in good faith because of the many 

years of lies and broken promises on the part of UH and DLNR. “Dawn 

made a big performance, ensuring everyone this plan was different. It 

wasn’t different,” recalls KAHEA Board President Jon Osorio.    

 

After a court ruling in 2012 neutered the CMP, essentially saying it did 

nothing to reduce the existing significant adverse impacts of telescope 

development on the summit of Mauna Kea, those same people Chang had 

given false assurances to, were done giving UH the benefit of the doubt. 

The next major encounter was in 2014 when Kiaʻi Mauna disrupted and 
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ultimately stopped the groundbreaking ceremony for the Thirty-Meter Telescope, ushering in a new 

era in the movement to protect Mauna Kea. In this way, the botched CMP process is one of the 

sparks that ignited the Kia‘i Mauna movement. 

 

Perversely, the 2021 audit of the CMP, also performed by Chang’s Ku`iwalu consultancy, found 

“there is an absence of genuine consultation with the Native Hawaiian community that has resulted 

in greater mistrust of UH.” What Chang laid at the feet of UH in her 2021 report were the logical 

consequences of decades of farcical community consultation, including through her own consulting 

work. Today, the CMP remains beleaguered by litigation (SCOT-22-0000502). Hawaiian cultural 

practitioners’ challenge to UH and BLNR’s “update” to the CMP is before the state supreme court.  

 

The Director of DLNR chairs the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) which makes 

decisions on a wide range of issues including land uses (like the Army leases which end in 2029) 

and Conservation District Use Permits (which projects, like the one the Thirty-Meter Telescope, 

need to obtain in order to build on conservation lands). The Director of DLNR is also the chair of 

the Commission on Water Resources Management (CWRM). CWRM works on important issues 

like groundwater contamination at Red Hill and setting standards for keeping enough water in our 

streams to support healthy ecosystems including native aquatic life and cultural practices like kalo 

farming.  The DLNR Director also serves as the chief historic preservation officer who is in charge 

of, amongst other things, the protection of iwi kūpuna. This is particularly concerning given Ms. 

Chang’s past contracts with developers who have desecrated burials at places like Kawaiahaʻo 

Church and the Keʻeaumoku Wal-Mart.  

 

In a Dec 29, 2022 Hawai’i News Now story, Ms. Chang states that she will disclose any potential 

conflicts and will even appoint someone other than herself to the newly formed Mauna Kea 

Stewardship Oversight Authority. Where will the opportunities for public oversight be when she 

chooses a delegate? With a substantial client list of some of Hawaiʻi’s most controversial projects, 

we can expect lots of disclosures, delegations and recusals. How then, can we expect Ms. Chang to 

provide the sorely needed leadership DLNR deserves?   

 

Me ke aloha,  

 

2023 Board and Staff of KAHEA: The Hawaiian Environmental Alliance 
 

https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2022/12/30/opposition-rises-development-consultant-appointed-run-land-department/?fbclid=IwAR3nlniX6hzvIBLUb7nvQNNRYieyPebDFfeUFZkLJfmOCLwyAQBc0PTKg0E
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TO: HONORABLE LORRAINE INOUYE, CHAIR, HONORABLE BRANDON 

ELEFANTE, VICE CHAIR, COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF GM 516, SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND 

CONFIRMATION AS THE CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, DAWN 

CHANG, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 12-31-2026 

HEARING 

 DATE: Friday, March 31, 2023 

TIME: 1:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Capitol Room 016 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee,  

 

The General Contractors Association of Hawaii (GCA) is an organization comprised of 

approximately five hundred (500) general contractors, subcontractors, and construction related 

firms. The GCA was established in 1932 and is the largest construction association in the State 

of Hawaii. Our mission is to elevate Hawaii’s construction industry and strengthen the 

foundation of our community.  

 

GCA is in support of GM 516, which submits for consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN 

CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026 

 

Ms. Chang has been a dedicated, longtime public servant.  Her experience in state government 

and consulting gives her unique insight into operations of the Department and State of Hawaii.   

We believe she will execute her duties with fairness and competence. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our support for GM 516. 

 

 



Cates Marine Service, LLC 
Visionary Marine, LLC 
24 Sand Island Access Road 
Box #27 
Honolulu HI  96819 
Ph. 808 841-4956 
Fax 808 841-4957 

March 14, 2022 

Governor Josh Green 
State of Hawaii 
Executive Chambers, State Capitol 
415 South Beretania St 
Honolulu, Hi 96813 

Dear Governor Green, 

I am writing today to share my thoughts regarding the appointment of Dawn 
Chang for Chairperson for DLNR.  

Cates Marine/Visionary Marine was hired to conduct the removal of a 
privately owned luxury yacht, “Nakoa”, that went aground on the shoreline 
of Maui. The grounding was located near a marine sanctuary and required 
immediate action.  I have conducted various marine salvage operations for 
over 25 years here in Hawaii, ranging from large naval ships such as “Port 
Royal” to smaller commercial and recreational vessels. In every situation 
DLNR plays a major role in the removal process and face difficult decisions, 
however as acting Chairperson, Dawn was put in a predicament unlike 
previous DLNR Chairpersons I have worked with; dealing with a vessel of 
this size and value with no insurance.   

While working with various chairpersons throughout my salvage career, 
maritime emergencies often serve as a litmus test. Some have done well and 
others have not. In my opinion, Dawn clearly demonstrated her capabilities 
as a leader and decision maker while overseeing operations at Honolua Bay, 
which I would happily share with our legislators in detail. 



In short, I presented Dawn with a few salvage plans, all of which were 
difficult when dealing with a large vessel in such a sensitive area under the 
constant scrutiny of the public.  The choices were not easy, however, her 
directions were as follows: 

Do what is safe, safety is your priority, 
Do what you can to best protect the environment and resources, 
Do your best and know that DLNR has your back every step of the way. 

This is the first time in 25 years I heard such a thing from a DLNR 
Chairperson. Having the confidence to delegate and make those tough calls 
is exactly the kind of leadership the State of Hawaii needs. 

I believe your choice in Dawn as DLNR Chairperson is a great one.  Despite 
the challenges of dealing with such a volatile situation while being so new to 
the position, she was the right person for the job at the right time. I hope she 
makes it through the confirmation process and would like to offer my 
support in any way possible. In our opinion, Dawnʻs decision making, 
integrity, and leadership make her an impressive candidate for DLNR 
chairperson and we hope to be able to work with her again. 

Mahalo,  
Randy Cates 
Cates Marine Service, LLC 
Visionary Marine, LLC 



 

66-1304 Mamalahoa Hwy.  Kamuela, Hawaii 96743 
Telephone: (808) 885-7311  Facsimile: (808) 887-1158 

www.parkerranch.com 

 
TESTIMONY OF JACOB D. TAVARES, LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS BUSINESS MANAGER, 

PARKER RANCH, INC.  
TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 

MARCH 31, 2023, 1:00 PM 
CONFERENCE ROOM 016 & VIDEOCONFERENCE 

 
MEASURE: GM 516 
 
TITLE: CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Parker Ranch, Inc. supports GM516 to confirm Gubernatorial Nominee Dawn Chang, as the 
Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, for a term which would expire on December 
31st, 2026.  As a large and longstanding landowner on the island of Hawaii, Parker Ranch has a deep 
interest in ensuring the responsible management of our natural resources.  For these reasons, we lend 
our support to the confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources. 
 
Ms. Chang's impressive record of experience and dedication to land use issues make her an ideal 
candidate for this important role. Her work as a Commissioner of the State Land Use Commission and as 
Deputy Attorney General has provided her with a unique perspective and expertise that will be 
invaluable in managing the complex and varied responsibilities of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources.  Additionally, within her first few months on the job she has shown the ability to navigate 
and collaborate toward shared solutions with other state agencies and private sector entities. 
 
We have observed her dedication to understanding the concerns of stakeholders and making informed 
decisions based on all available information. Her willingness to visit leaseholders and take the time to 
understand their unique situations shows a level of commitment that is truly exceptional. 
Moreover, Ms. Chang has demonstrated an ability to be fair and thoughtful in her decision-making, even 
when faced with challenging or controversial issues. We are confident that she will bring these qualities 
to her role as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, ensuring that the interests 
of all stakeholders are considered and that our natural resources are managed responsibly for the 
benefit of future generations. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to testify.  Mahalo for your consideration. 
 
 
 

Jacob D. Tavares 
Parker Ranch, Inc. 
Manager, Livestock Business Operations

 



HAWAI‘I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (HFIA)
P. O. Box 66❖ ‘O‘ōkala, HI 96774
Phone: 808-933-9411
Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org
Website: www.hawaiiforest.org

Date: 03/29/23

TO:WTL Chair Inouye, WTL Vice Chair Elefante and WTL Committee Members

FROM: Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association (HFIA)

SUBJECT: Testimony in Support of GM516, Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the DLNR

Dear Chair Inouye and Committee Members,

On behalf of the Directors of the Hawai’i Forest Industry Association (HFIA), I encourage you to support Dawn
Chang as the nominee and to confirm her to serve as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DNLR).

Ms. Chang has shown that she is interested in listening to stakeholders and addressing the issues facing the DLNR.
She has shown that she is willing to spend the time needed meeting with relevant parties and experts to make
optimally informed decisions. Our hope is that Dawn will listen to and take into consideration the expertise and
needs of hunters, fishers, cultural experts, foresters, and ranchers.

Ms. Chang understands the underlying issues that impact the ability to make a living on the land, including
conservation stewardship activities. Unfortunately, government agencies have often not demonstrated a true
understanding, sympathy or aloha for ranching or the economics of sustainability, and we hope that the
appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson will move the DLNR in a direction that would benefit the entire State.
For these reasons, please support GM516, Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the DLNR.

Mahalo for your time and consideration,

Guy Cellier, President
Hawai'i Forest Industry Association

Established in 1989, HFIA’s is a nonprofit organization founded by people committed to sustainable forest
management. HFIA’s mission is to promote healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry

through management, education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. HFIA has over 130 members
including woodworkers, landowners, sawyers, foundations, foresters, growers, educators, environmentalists,

architects, millers, ranchers, and others interested in HFIA’s mission and goals.

HFIA Board of Directors
Officers: Vice-President Guy Cellier, Secretary Peter D. Simmons, Treasurer Wade Lee Directors: Thomas
Calhoun, Jeremy Campbell, Aaron Hammer, Nickolas Koch, Tai Lake, Michael Sowards, Irene Sprecher,

Michael Tam, Jorma Winkler, Ron Wolfe, Aileen Yeh

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/


 
 

P.O. Box 253, Kunia, Hawai’i  96759 
Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 

e-mail info@hfbf.org; www.hfbf.org 
 

March 31, 2023 
 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
TESTIMONY ON GM 516 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 

12-31-2026 
 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
1:00 PM 

  
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawaiʿi Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized 
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as 
Hawaiʿi’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic, and 
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
The Hawaiʿi Farm Bureau strongly supports the confirmation of Dawn Chang as 
the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  
 
As a farmer-based organization, HFB appreciates Ms. Chang’s legal knowledge, her 
experience as a Commissioner of the State Land Use Commission, and her commitment 
to enhancing, protecting, and managing Hawaiʿi’s limited natural, cultural, and historic 
resources.  Because of her extensive background and experience, we believe she 
recognizes the vital importance of Hawaiʿi’s natural resources along with the need for our 
state to become more self-sustaining through a healthy agricultural sector.  Hawaiʿi’s 
farmers and ranchers are in many cases the chief stewards of our natural resources, and 
they rely upon the land, water, and air for their livelihoods.  We believe Ms. Chang has a 
unique understanding of the convergence of these subjects and she will continue to be a 
valuable member of the decision-making team of professionals that serve the public within 
the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
HFB has had the opportunity to work with Ms. Chang recently on important issues 
regarding agriculture and land stewardship. We have found her to be exceptionally 
qualified, dedicated, honest, and fair in her decision-making. Ms. Chang is personable, 
listens to and considers all points of view, and has excellent communication skills. 
 



 

 

 
HBF looks forward to continuing to work with Ms. Chang as Hawaiʿi’s producers strive to 
move our state closer to food self-sufficiency, ever mindful of the public trust resources 
we steward and rely upon. 
 
Please accept our strong support for Ms. Dawn Chang as the Board Chairperson of 
Hawaiʿi’s Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
 



 

Hawaii Foodservice Alliance LLC, 2720 Waiwai Loop, Honolulu, HI 96819 
Tel: 808.839.2004 ~ Fax: 808.839.2033 ~ HFA@HFAHawaii.com 

March 30 , 2023, 

To: The Honorable Lorraine Inouye Chair 
 The Honorable Brandon Elefante Vice Chair 
 Committee on Water and Land 

Fm: Chad Buck  
 Founder & CEO for: Hawaii Foodservice Alliance LLC - HFA Logistics LLC -  
 Hawaii Secure Foods LLC (O’okala) - Niihau Ahiu Provisions LLC   

Re: SUPPORT for Dawn Chang as Chair of the Department of Land & Natural 
Resources 

  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Senators Chang, McKelvey, and Fevela: 

I have had the privilege of working with Dawn Chang as she met in person with the ranchers 
and farmers over the past few months to gain an understanding of their needs and role in 
helping move Hawaii toward a more sustainable and food secure future.  

At each step and in every interaction, Dawn showed a deep respect and desire to learn, 
understand, and hear directly from the stakeholders involved in supporting our state in food 
production as they steward our state’s resources.  
 
Dawn’s actions display a level of understanding, wisdom, and leadership that are vital in 
leading this department in their important work now and into Hawaii’s future.   

Dawn’s work ethic and heart for the department and the staff of professionals that make up the 
Hawaii Department of Land & Natural Resources is unparalleled. Dawn is clearly respected 
and admired by the DLNR staff.  
  
I humbly ask for your support for Dawn Chang as DLNR Chair. 

Mahalo for your consideration! 

Chad Buck

mailto:HFA@HFAHawaii.com


	

	

	
	
Email:	communications@ulupono.com	
	

SENATE	COMMITTEE	ON	WATER	&	LAND	
Friday,	March	31,	2023	—	1:00	p.m.	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	supports	GM	516,	Submitting	for	Consideration	and	Confirmation	as	the	
Chairperson,	Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources,	Gubernatorial	Nominee,	Dawn	Chang,	for	a	
Term	to	Expire	12-31-2026.	
	
Dear	Chair	Inouye	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Micah	Munekata,	and	I	am	the	Director	of	Government	Affairs	at	Ulupono	Initiative.		We	are	a	
Hawai‘i-focused	impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	throughout	the	islands	by	
helping	our	communities	become	more	resilient	and	self-sufficient	through	locally	produced	food,	renewable	
energy	and	clean	transportation	choices,	and	better	management	of	freshwater	resources.	
	
Ulupono	supports	GM	516,	which	submits	for	consideration	and	confirmation	Dawn	Chang	as	the	
Chairperson	at	the	Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources.		
	
Ms.	Chang	has	insightful	knowledge	and	experience	in	land	issues	and	water	resources.		As	State	Land	Use	
Commissioner,	her	primary	role	was	to	ensure	that	areas	of	State	concern	were	addressed	and	considered	in	
the	land	use	decision-making	process.		As	senior	legal	counsel	in	the	Land/Transportation	Division	within	the	
Department	of	Attorney	General,	she	worked	in	the	area	of	real	property	law,	administrative	law,	native	
Hawaiian	rights,	water	rights	and	environmental	laws.	She	also	advised	various	State	Boards	and	
Commissions	(Land	Board,	Island	Burial	Councils,	Water	Commission,	etc.).		Through	her	own	company,	Ms.	
Chang	worked	with	various	stakeholders	and	government	agencies	including	the	U.S.	Department	of	Interior,	
U.S.	Department	of	Energy,	U.S.	Department	of	Defense,	National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	Administration,	
University	of	Hawai‘i,	Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources,	Department	of	Transportation,	Department	
of	Agriculture,	Department	of	Business	and	Economic	Development	and	Tourism,	and	Honolulu	Authority	for	
Rapid	Transportation.	
	
Ms.	Chang’s	recent	statements	and	efforts	to	work	with	local	ranchers	on	the	over	two	decades-long	issue	of	
Act	90	(2003)	agricultural	land	transfers	have	been	very	positive	to	date,	and	we	look	forward	to	working	
with	her	to	ensure	that	active	agricultural	leases	are	transferred	to	the	Department	of	Agriculture	over	the	
next	year.		Unlike	previous	directors,	she	has	indicated	a	desire	and	commitment	to	collaborate	and	find	true,	
tangible	solutions	to	support	the	local	ranching	community	and	further	support	Hawai‘i’s	agricultural	
industry.	
	
We	believe	Ms.	Chang’s	knowledge	and	experience	in	her	professional	career	will	be	valuable	as	Chair	of	
DLNR	and	the	State	of	Hawai‘i.		Therefore,	we	ask	the	committee	to	confirm	her	nomination.		
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Micah	Munekata	
Director	of	Government	Affairs	
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Lita Weidenbach 
Testifying for Hawaii Fish 

Company Inc. 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii Fish Company Inc. supports the nomination of DAWN N.S. CHANG, Esq. for the 

position of Chair of DLNR/BLNR. She has the diverse natural resource management pespective, 

cultural sensativity, and legal grounding and experience to provide the informed leadership of 

this large and diverse department rather than being a rigid, narrowly-focused, single-issue 

advocate, as some of her recent predacessors have been. This is clearly what our state needs to 

address the real-world issues facing the state in this time of complex natural resource 

management challenges and opportunities facing our state and nation. 

 



He e̒ia National Es tuarine Res earch Reserve 
Koʻolaupoko, Oʻahu, Hawaiʻi 

 

 Hawaiʻi Institute of Marine Biology  (University of Hawai`i at Mānoa) •  Kākoʻo ʻŌiwi  •  Paepae o Heʻeia  
Koʻolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club  •  Koʻolau Foundation  •  Department of Land and Natural Resources  

 Hawaiʻi Community Development Authority  •  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administation 

 
Testimony on behalf of He`eia National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Strongly Supporting GM516 
Senate Committee on Water and Land  
 
March 30, 2023 
 
 
Aloha Chair Inouye and members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support for the 
nomination of Dawn Chang (GM516) to chair the Board of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR).  As the Director the He`eia National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR), I strongly 
support this nomination. 
 

I have known Dawn Chang for several years in a professional capacity.  All of my 
experiences with her have been overwhelmingly positive.  I can personally attest, that I 
have seen that she is deeply committed to processes that elevate the community’s voice in 
decision-making processes.  She has been a strong supporter of the He`eia National 
Estuarine Research Reserve, which is a co-management agreement between NOAA (federal 
agency), the State, and the community of He`eia.  Since I started as Director, back in 2018, 
she has provided with me counsel when I have needed it, and did so the whole time with 
the community’s best interests in mind. 

 
Dawn Chang is more than qualified to lead the DLNR.  She is the right person at the 

right time.  I strongly urge you to confirm her in the position as Chair. 
 

 
Mahalo for your time and consideration, 
 

 
Kawika Winter, Ph.D. 
Director, He`eia National Estuarine Research Reserve 

 



KAPAPALA RANCH
98-1900 Hawaii Belt Rd

Pahala, IJI96777
Karlapala. ranchfa)ao l.com : lan ipetrie@aol.com

Senate Water and Land Committee
March 3L,2023

Conference Room 016 and Video Conference
Hawaii State Capitol

l:00 pm

GM:516 Confirmation Hearing for Dawn Chang, Gubernatorial Nominee for Chairman to
the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee:

I am Lani Petrie owner-lessee of Kapapala Ranch. Established in 1 860, the first lease of these
lands was issued by Kamehameha the IV. The ranch has been in continuous operation for 163
years and has survived numerous political, economic and social upheavals. We are the fourth
owner-operator with 46 years of experience on this property.

We strongly support the confirmation of Chair Dawn Chang to lead the Department of Land and
Natural Resources through December 31,2026. Ms. Chang's career experiences speak volumes
for being Governor Green's choice to head one of the largest multifaceted agencies in our State.

I only met Ms. Chang since her appointment this past January. Experience, while extremely
important, is not everything that a leader should hold. She cares about the land, the water, and
the people that are nourished by both. Dawn listens and tries to understand different
perspectives. She is approachable and easy to'talk to. She has poise and presence with a good
sense of humor, so characteristic of the Hawaii I grew up in. I find her character refreshingly
sincere. She is a true leader!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in behalf of Chair Dawn Chang for confirmation to the
Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Very Sincerely,

KAPAPALA RANCH

uc,%
Lani C. Petrie
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March 30, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Committee on Water and Land 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon J. C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

 

GM 516  Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 

and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, Dawn Chang, for a term to expire 12-

31-2026 

 

Dear Chair Inouye and Committee on Water and Land Members: 

 
Jas. W. Glover, Ltd. is in support of the nomination of Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Dawn has proven to be a breath of fresh air and visits the 

island locations prior to making decisions. 

 

Jas. W. Glover, Ltd. is a native Hawaiian owned company that has been doing business in Hawaii 

since 1935 and constructs government projects, including DLNR projects.  We are also a current permit 

holder and have been a steward of DLNR land parcels over our tenure as a business operator for the last 

88 years in Hawaii.    

 

Thank you for your consideration.  Please approve Dawn Chang’s nomination. 

 

 

 

 

Jas. W. Glover, Ltd. 

Maile V.O. Romanowski     John Romanowski 

Maile Van Orden Romanowski    John Romanowski 

President      Vice President 



Dedicated to the conservation of coastal and marine environments, 
emphasizing stewardship of the natural resources of Hanauma Bay

COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair


NOTICE OF HEARING

Friday, March 31, 2023


1:00 PM

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference


Re:  GM 516:  Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the WTL Chairperson, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, 
for a term to expire 12- 31-2026


Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Committee Members,


Mahalo for the opportunity for Friends of Hanauma Bay to offer comments on the 

nomination of Dawn Chang to lead the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR). 


Founded in 1990, Friends of Hanauma Bay is a place-based, 501(c)(3) non-profit 
dedicated to the best stewardship of the natural resources of Hanauma Bay, which was 
designated Hawaii’s first Marine Life Conservation District in 1967.  For thirty three 
years, our continuous successful civic engagement has been the primary NGO  
advocacy for Hanauma Bay at the community, City, State and Federal levels.


Earlier this year, we were a signatory on a joint letter of concern sent to Governor 
Green and Interim Chair Chang about decisions made late in the Ige Administration 
which have left the Hawaii Coral Restoration Nursery, and DLNR, without critical 
institutional knowledge or the leadership of any State employee with expertise or 
experience in the natural resource management and restoration of Hawaiian corals.  


We are also concerned that two FY22 federal earmark projects listed below will be 
changed without engagement with the many community stewards and leaders that 
provided written support for them as funded:


$286,156 to facilitate moving of the Rare Hawaiian Coral Ark, which is comprised of 50 
known species, to a better-hardened, existing facility and provide dedicated support 
for its care https://www.hirono.senate.gov/congressionally-directed-spending.  Friends 
of Hanauma Bay was directly responsible for initially engaging with Hawaii’s US 
Congressional Delegation to successfully gain support for this project, so we have a 

  PO BOX 25761, Honolulu, Hawaii  96825-0761 * website: www.friendsofhanaumabay.org * email: info@friendsofhanaumabay.org  
Friends of Hanauma Bay is a Section 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable organization 

Federal Tax Identification Number 99-0285649

https://www.hirono.senate.gov/congressionally-directed-spending
http://www.friendsofhanaumabay.org


Dedicated to the conservation of coastal and marine environments, 
emphasizing stewardship of the natural resources of Hanauma Bay

specific vested interest in ensuring it is completed as funded. 
 
- $415,000 for the Waikīkī Marine Life Conservation District Site Restoration project 
https://case.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=609  

We have further asked that outside oversight,  and the incoming DLNR Chair, reassess 
the direction the department has taken over the last three years to prioritize 
outsourcing management and restoration of Hawaiian corals to entities inexperienced 
with Hawaiian corals and who are not accountable to Hawaii residents, community 
stewards, and Hawaii’s marine wildlife for their work.  These decisions have created 
unhelpful trust issues between community stewards and DLNR, to the detriment of 
Hawaiian corals which are keystone species in our marine ecosystems. 

We need objective, strong, and decisive leadership willing to act now upon these 
concerns and change the direction of DLNR.  We look forward to working to restore 
that broken trust with the confirmed DLNR Chair, whoever that may be. 


With Aloha,


Lisa Bishop

President 

Friends of Hanauma Bay
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Friends of Hanauma Bay is a Section 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable organization 

Federal Tax Identification Number 99-0285649

https://case.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=609
http://www.friendsofhanaumabay.org


 

 
 

 
 
March 31, 2023 
 
 
Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
Committee on Water and Land 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 016 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE:  In support of Governor’s Message No. 516 for consideration and 

confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural 
Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire at 
noon on 12-31-2026. 

 
Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee: 
	
I respectfully request your support for Governor’s Message No. 516 appointment of Dawn 
Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Dawn is knowledgeable and experienced to lead the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources.  She was the principal and owner of a woman-owned Native Hawaiian business 
that specializes in strategic planning and facilitating culturally sensitive issues.  Former 
Governor David Ige appointed her as a Commissioner to the State Land Use Commission.  
From 1987 -2001 she was a senior legal counsel in the Land/Transportation Division as a 
Deputy Attorney General in the Department of the Attorney General. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submitted written testimony in support of Governor’s 
Message No. 516. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Bruce A. Coppa 
President 



March 31, 2023 
 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
TESTIMONY ON GM 516 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of 
Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to 

expire 12-31-2026 
 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 

Maui County Farm Bureau on behalf of farm and ranch families and organizations on 

Maui, strongly supports Ms. Dawn Chang for the position of Chairperson, Department of 

Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Article 11.1 of the State Constitution relating to the Conservation and development of 

natural resources states: 
For the benefit of present and future generations, the State and its 
political subdivisions shall conserve and protect Hawaii's natural 
beauty and all natural resources, including land, water, air, 
minerals and energy sources, and shall promote the 
development and utilization of these resources in a 
manner consistent with their conservation and in 
furtherance of the self-sufficiency of the State. 

In recent years, DLNR has focused on conservation and neglected its obligation to support 

the utilization of lands for agriculture in furtherance of the self-sufficiency of the State as 

required by the Constitution. 

 

We are optimistic that Ms. Chang will be a willing collaborator with the Hawaii 

Department of Agriculture to advance use of public lands in the interest of its’ people 

while carrying on conservation practices to ensure its’ availability by future generations. 

 

Change in the Department leadership is needed and we are optimistic that Ms. Chang can 

provide that leadership.  We respectfully request your support of Ms. Chang as 

Chairperson for the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide our opinion on this matter.  
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Nathaniel Kinney 

Testifying for Hawaii 

Regional Council of 

Carpenters 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters is writing in support of the nomination of Dawn 

Chang as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Dawn's experience as a planning and facilitating firm that specifically deals with culturally 

sensitive issues makes her well suited for the job of Chairperson...her legal knwoledge and her 

familiarity of the issues surrounding the department make her an ideal candidate for the position 

 



March 31, 2023
TESTIMONY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS

To the Senate Committee on Water and Land

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of
Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term

to expire 12-31-2026

Aloha Luna Ho‘omalu Lorraine Inouye, Hope Luna Ho‘omalu Brandon Elefante and members of
the Committee:

The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs testifies in SUPPORT of GM 516 which confirms
Dawn Chang as the Chairperson for the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Ms. Chang is a member of the Koʻolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club and well qualified for this
appointment. Ms. Chang is a skilled professional and attorney in the field of land rights including
her time as a member of the Board of Land and Natural Resources and her work as owner of
Kuʻiwalu Consulting. Ms. Chang’s appointment is a history-making opportunity for the State and
the DLNR to have the first-ever Native Hawaiian woman to serve as the Chairperson. Her
community engagement through the Hawaiian Civic Clubs makes her a unique and well-rounded
individual to lead the Department.

The civic club movement was founded in 1918 by Congressional Delegate Prince Jonah Kūhiō
Kalanianaʻole with the creation of the Hawaiian Civic Club; the Association was formally
organized in 1959 and has grown to a confederation of over sixty (60) Hawaiian Civic Clubs
located throughout the State of Hawaiʻi and the United States. The Association is the oldest
Hawaiian community-based grassroots organization. The Association is governed by a
16-member Board of Directors; advocates for improved welfare of Native Hawaiians in culture, 
health, economic development, education, social welfare, and nationhood; and perpetuates and
preserves language, history, music, dance and other Native Hawaiian cultural traditions.
 
Mahalo for allowing us to share our manaʻo.

 Me ka ‘oia‘i‘o,

 
                                                                                DreanaLee Kalili
                                                                                Pelekikena



 

 

 
 
 
 
March 30, 2023 
 
 
 
Aloha Water and Land Committee Chair Lorraine Inouye, Vice Chair Brandon Elefante and members of the Committee, 
 
 
The International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 142 Hawaii Longshore Division strongly supports 
consideration and confirmation for Dawn Chang as the Chairperson for Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
 
 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide this testimony,   
 

 
 
Dustin Dawson  
ILWU Local 142  
Hawaii Longshore Division Director 
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March 31, 2023 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 516 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 

and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-

31-2026. 

 

Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00 pm 

VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Conference Room 224 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 

Par Hawaii is pleased to submit testimony in support Gov. Josh Green’s appointee Dawn 

Chang for Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources.  Par Hawaii owns the 

state’s only petroleum refinery, located in Kapolei, Oahu, which distributes fuels via 

pipelines on Oahu and barges to the neighbor islands, and markets fuels through a 

network of 76 and Hele retail stations throughout the state. 

We believe Ms. Chang has the essential experience in land management and diplomatic 

and leadership skills to bring the community together on diverse issues to find amicable 

solutions to move our state forward. Her calm demeanor, excellent listening skills, and 

respect for those with different points of view are critical for her role and to serve the best 

interests of our state.  

Par Hawaii recommends Ms. Chang to serve as the Director of the Department of Land 

and Natural Resources fully and without reservation. 

Mahalo for considering our testimony in support of Ms. Chang.  

 

m.ahching
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Lisa A. Bail
lbail@goodsill.com I (808) 547-5787

  

 

Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel | 999 Bishop Street, Suite 1600 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 | (808) 547-5600 

March 30, 2023 
 

Via E-mail: seninouye@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye 
Senator, Senate District 1 
Chair, Committee on Water and Land 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 210 
415 South Beretania St 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

Re: GM 516 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 
12-31-2026 
Hearing: March 31, 2023 at 1:00 pm before the Committee on Water and Land  
 

Dear Chair Inouye and Committee Members: 
 
The following is to offer my strong support for Governor Ige’s nomination of Dawn Chang as 

the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural resources, for a term to expire December 31, 
2026.  I have known and worked with Dawn Chang on various matters since 2008, for twenty-five years. 

 
Ms. Chang is extremely thoughtful and knowledgeable in her approach to the matters we have 

worked on together.  These are qualities that I value highly as a colleague.  Her experience as senior 
legal counsel in the Land Transportation Division with the Department of the Attorney General, as well 
her experience as a principal of Kuʻiwalu give her a breadth of experience and insight into planning and 
cultural issues that is unparalleled in our community.  Ms. Chang appropriately draws upon this insight 
and experience to appropriately inform strategic planning. I have observed her skillful management of 
highly contested public meetings, as well as her tremendous dedication to individual dialogue when 
necessary. 

 
Ms. Chang is most qualified to serve as Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural 

Resources.  In my view, our community would be extremely fortunate to benefit from her background 
and experience in that position.  
 Very truly yours, 

 
Lisa A. Bail 
 

LAB:sde 
 11519119.1 
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March 29, 2023

The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye
Chairperson
Committee on Water and Land
Hawaii State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: GM 516
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the
Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural ResourcesL
Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire
12-31-2026

Dear Senator Inouye and Members of the Committee
on Water and Land:

Please consider this letter in STRONG SUPPORT of the
nomination of Dawn Naomi Shiroma Chang as Chairperson of the
Board of Land and Natural Resources.

I served with Dawn for approximately six (6) years on the
Hawaii State Land Use Commission, when we were both nominated to
serve on the LUC by former Governor David Y. Ige. Before
serving with her, I never met Dawn and I did not come to the
Commission with any preconceptions about her.

I quickly learned that Dawn is a person of honesty, smarts
and diligence. Dawn is
to others and to change
is a person of courage,
on the Commission based

always respectful, is willing to listen
her position if necessary. However, Dawn
and I never observed her casting a vote
on fear or favoritism.

Dawn's important contributions to the Land Use Commission
included:

An insistence on community engagement. Dawn has
championed having applicants appearing before the Land
Use Commission actively and actually engage the
community where a project is being proposed.

Protection of resources and cultural practices, as
required by the Hawaii State Constitution and mandated
by the Hawaii Supreme Court in its landmark case: Ka

m.ahching
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Pa'akai O Ka‘Aina v. Land Use Comm'n, State of Hawai‘i,
94 Haw. 31, 7 P.3d 1068 (Hawaii 2001L. Because of her
knowledge of Hawaiian cultural practices and her
practice of law, both as a former Deputy Attorney
General and in private law practice, Dawn has often
been the primary person on the Commission vigorously
questioning the assertions, arguments and evidence
presented by land developers and other applicants for
boundary amendments or special permits.

I know that Dawn did not seek out any position with the
current administration. I personally know that her plans did not
include further government service or even the continued practice
of law.

I do know that Dawn's plans included spending more time with
her three children and her grandchildren.

These plans unselfishly changed when Dawn received an
unsolicited request that she consider serving in the new
administration.

Dawn's commitment to Hawaii's land and natural resources
arises not simply because she is Native Hawaiian, or because she
is trained in the law.

Service to the community runs deep in her family.

Decades ago, Dawn's late father commanded local boys who
were mobilized to fight in the Vietnam War. He believed it was
his duty to use his knowledge and skills to bring them home to
their loved ones alive from the jungles of Vietnam.

Today, Dawn continues that service of her family to everyone
that calls Hawaii home.

Please recommend that the Senate confirm Dawn Naomi Shiroma
Chang as the Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural
Resources.

Km:Ver. » yours,

GARY . OKU A



 
 

P.O. Box 253, Kunia, Hawai’i  96759 
Phone: (808) 848-2074; Fax: (808) 848-1921 

e-mail info@hfbf.org; www.hfbf.org 
 

March 31, 2023 
 

HEARING BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

 
TESTIMONY ON GM 516 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 

12-31-2026 
 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 
1:00 PM 

  
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawaiʿi Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized 
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as 
Hawaiʿi’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic, and 
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
The Hawaiʿi Farm Bureau strongly supports the confirmation of Dawn Chang as 
the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  
 
As a farmer-based organization, HFB appreciates Ms. Chang’s legal knowledge, her 
experience as a Commissioner of the State Land Use Commission, and her commitment 
to enhancing, protecting, and managing Hawaiʿi’s limited natural, cultural, and historic 
resources.  Because of her extensive background and experience, we believe she 
recognizes the vital importance of Hawaiʿi’s natural resources along with the need for our 
state to become more self-sustaining through a healthy agricultural sector.  Hawaiʿi’s 
farmers and ranchers are in many cases the chief stewards of our natural resources, and 
they rely upon the land, water, and air for their livelihoods.  We believe Ms. Chang has a 
unique understanding of the convergence of these subjects and she will continue to be a 
valuable member of the decision-making team of professionals that serve the public within 
the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
HFB has had the opportunity to work with Ms. Chang recently on important issues 
regarding agriculture and land stewardship. We have found her to be exceptionally 
qualified, dedicated, honest, and fair in her decision-making. Ms. Chang is personable, 
listens to and considers all points of view, and has excellent communication skills. 
 

m.ahching
Late



 

 

 
HBF looks forward to continuing to work with Ms. Chang as Hawaiʿi’s producers strive to 
move our state closer to food self-sufficiency, ever mindful of the public trust resources 
we steward and rely upon. 
 
Please accept our strong support for Ms. Dawn Chang as the Board Chairperson of 
Hawaiʿi’s Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/22/2023 5:05:12 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Gerard Silva Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

NO!! 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/22/2023 5:53:41 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

JC Watson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on GM516. I strongly support the confirmation of Dawn 

Ching as Chairperson of DLNR. As a land manager whose career has focused on protecting 

and restoring the native forests of our State, I believe that Dawn is a capable leader and will 

ffectively to manage the DLNR to achieve increased stewardship of the natural resources that 

provide the foundation of our economy and way of life. 

With gratitude, 

JC Watson 

 



David Kimo Frankel’s Testimony in Opposition to 
the Nomination of Dawn Chang as Chair of BLNR, GM 516 

 
Senator Inouye and members of Committee on Water and Land, 
 
In 2015 then Senator Josh Green said in his opposition to the nomination of Carleton Ching to 
lead the Department of Land and Natural Resources, “We need a Director of DLNR who has a 
proven record of fighting to protect and preserve our natural and cultural resources, not a career 
lobbyist for the development industry who has a record of calling for the elimination of cultural 
and environmental protections.”  
 
Eight years later, Governor Green has nominated Dawn Chang to head the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, which oversees the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD). This is 
the same Dawn Chang who advised her client to circumvent the law, resulting in the disturbance 
of hundreds of burials and protracted litigation. State law recognizes burials as significant 
historic sites subject to the historic preservation review process.  
 
On August 16, 2005, Dawn Chang submitted a scope of services to Kawaiaha‘o Church in 
support of its multipurpose center construction project. She explicitly acknowledged that “it is 
very likely that known and unknown archaeological, historical and cultural resources, including 
native Hawaiian human burial remains will be discovered on the Project site.” As a former 
deputy attorney general for SHPD, Dawn Chang promised to advise the Church “on all pertinent 
historic preservation and cultural resource related laws and administrative rules.” Her scope of 
work included educating Hawaiians “about the benefits and necessity for the Project.” See  
 
On December 29, 2005, Chang emailed the leader of the Church’s construction project, writing, 
“I thought I might pass some of my thoughts to you as the Church proceeds forward on the 
construction plans.” Chang advised the Church that the preparation of an archaeological 
inventory survey would “be costly” and “take considerable time.” She counseled the Church, 
“Most significantly, any human remains found during an archaeological inventory survey will be 
considered ‘previously identified.’” As such, she warned, “you may not be able to relocate the 
human remains.” She proposed a solution. She wrote, “We may want to ask SHPD to reconsider” 
the requirement to prepare an archaeological inventory survey. “My recommendation is that once 
you have a conceptual redesign of the improvements, we schedule an informal meeting with 
SHPD to discuss these changes and request a revised mitigation plan from SHPD.” She let the 
Church know that she had “several productive meetings” with SHPD “on other matters.” See  
 
On March 7, 2006, Dawn Chang emphasized that if the burials remain in place “this might have 
an impact on the ability to use this site depending on the location of the burials and the proposed 
use.” 
 
On May 1, 2006, Dawn Chang advised the Church that it would be “much better off” without an 
archaeological inventory survey. In an email to Chang, the head of the Church’s project 
summarized, “As you mentioned, with an approved monitoring plan, any discovery will be 
considered by SHPD as an inadvertent find, requiring them to render a quick approval on 
relocation.” 



 2 

 
Dawn Chang calls herself a “process person.” In this case, however, she advised her client to 
choose a process that excluded Hawaiian descendants of the burials from meaningful 
participation in decisionmaking. 
 
As the Intermediate Court of Appeals observed after reading these same emails, Dawn Chang 
“advised Kawaiaha'o Church that preparation of an AIS would be costly and take considerable 
time. In particular, the consultant advised that any human remains found during an AIS would be 
considered ‘previously identified,’ a designation that would require publication of notices and 
consultation with lineal and cultural descendants, involve the OIBC, and could preclude the 
relocation of human remains and require their preservation in place.” Hall v. Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, 128 Hawai`i 455, 459, 290 P.3d 525, 529 (ICA 2012). The Church and 
SHPD violated the law. 
 
Dawn Chang’s emails speak volumes. She advised her client to circumvent the law, arranging a 
behind closed door meeting with regulators to fast-track the project. As a former deputy attorney 
general, she should have known better. She should not run the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources, which is charged with enforcing the law and protecting historic sites.1 

 
 
 
 

 
1 I have represented Hawaiians and environmentalists in a number of successful suits against DLNR, BLNR and/or 
its chair. 
 

• Kaleikini v. Thielen, 124 Hawai`i 1, 237 P.3d 1067 (2010) (BLNR chair improperly denied cultural 
practitioner a contested case hearing on the disinterment of burials);  
 
• Kaleikini v. Yoshioka, 124 Hawai`i 53, 283 P.3d 60 (2012) (the State Historic Preservation Division 
violated the historic preservation law when it approved the rail project); 
 
• Hall v. Department of Land and Natural Resources, 128 Hawai`i 455, 290 P.3d 525 (ICA 2012) (the State 
Historic Preservation Division violated the historic preservation law when it allowed Kawaiaha‘o Church to 
avoid preparing an archaeological inventory survey);  
 
• Kilakila `O Haleakalā v. Bd of Land & Natural Res.,131 Hawai`i 193, 317 P.3d 27 (2013) (BLNR erred 
in authorizing a 142-foot-tall building in the conservation district without first providing for a contested 
case hearing);  
 
• Blake v. County of Kaua'i Planning Comm'n , 131 Hawai`i 123, 315 P.3d 749) (2013)(the court has 
jurisdiction to consider case involving destruction of historic sites);  
 
• Ching v. Case, 145 Hawai‘i 148, 449 P.3d 1146 (2019) (BLNR breached its constitutional trust duties by 
failing to reasonably monitor or inspect state land at Pōhakuloa); and 
 
• Carmichael v. Bd. of Land & Nat. Res., 150 Hawai‘i 547, 506 P.3d 211 (2022) (continuation of revocable 
permits is subject to HRS chapter 343). 
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Melissa Pavlicek 
1099 Alakea Street, Suite 2530 

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
 
 
Date:  March 22, 2023 
Committee: Senate Water & Land 
Re: GM 516, Nomination of Dawn Chang as Chairperson, Department of Land and 

Natural Resources 
 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the committee! 
 
My name is Melissa Pavlicek. I am an attorney and small business owner who resides in 
Honolulu. I am a graduate of Baldwin High School in Maui, the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, 
and the Wm. S. Richardson School of Law.  These educational experiences – and the life 
experiences that come with them -- have given me a deep appreciation for the kind of 
thoughtful, knowledgeable, and diligent leader that I know Dawn Chang to be.  
 
I have known Dawn Chang for nearly ten years. We collaborated on a project that entailed 
extensive research, community-building, public engagement, and policy work. We worked 
together on a weekly basis over an extended period of several years. I have observed her 
working under intense pressure and public scrutiny. Once, I sought to recommend her for work 
that I learned did not align with her values. I appreciated and respected her decision to decline 
the referral and the way she handled it. Working with her provided me with insights and skills 
that I still use today. These experiences have given me firsthand knowledge of Dawn’s integrity, 
her communications skills, and her willingness to be held accountable.  
 
As the parent of two adult-age children, I have a heightened sense of awareness about the 
importance of our state’s natural resources. I want to see a leader at the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources who will have the highest degree of ethics and integrity, someone who 
will steward the state’s natural resources for our next generation. I support Dawn Chang’s 
appointment.  
 
Please favorably approve her nomination. 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/22/2023 9:40:04 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Abe Lee Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang's appointment as the chairperson for DLNR.  I have known her for many 

years and have complete trust in her abilities to head DLNR.  She is very honest, has a wonderful 

way with people and is always courteous and very professional in dealing with complex issues.  I 

have seen her work with people who do not always agree with her. She has been very diplomatic 

and able to negotiate with different groups.   

I trust that she will be fair and decisive and do what is right for the good of the community.   

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 7:46:00 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jimmy Gomes Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in total support of GM516.  I believe Dawn will be a great asset for DLNR.  She has met 

with few of our stakeholders in the ranching industry and has answered questions pertaining to 

Act 90 and other issues we have. 

.I was a member of BLNR for eight years and got off the board in June 2021 and I am now on 

HDOA board and looking forward to work with DLNR. 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 8:46:17 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Randy Cabral Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strong support  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 9:29:36 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dennis M. Esaki Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Committee on Water and Land, Hawaii State Senate 

Honorable Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair 

Honorable Senator Brandon Elfante, Vice Chair 

Honorable Senators, Hawaii State Senate 

Aloha, 

Mahalo for serving our great State of Hawaii.   I am writing in favor of approving Dawn Chang 

as Chairperson of DLNR. 

I have known Dawn Chang for over 20 years and first met in the taro fields of Hanalei, 

Kauai.  Observing Dawn while on the Land Use Commission, She has the ability and knowledge 

to combine legal, cultural and social aspects of projects. I have great respect for her insights and 

participation in the process while not rubber stamping anything.  Having served on many boards 

myself (not at the same time as her), I know that she rises above most of the 

appointees/commissioners that serve. 

I humbly recommend the confirmation of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of DLNR.  

Respectfully Me ka ha'aha'a, 

Dennis M. Esaki 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 10:12:17 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Theresa M Thompson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support GM516. Please support Dawn Chang for consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources.  

Mahalo, 

Theresa Thompson 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 11:00:47 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Isaac "Paka" Harp Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye and Members of the Senate Land and Water Committee, 

Please accept my testimony in SUPPORT of the confirmation of Dawn Chang to serve as 

Chairperson of the DLNR.  Dawn has the necessary expertise required to fulfill the duties of this 

very important position.  Her resume is very impressive indeed! 

I understand that many of my friends and associates will be opposing Dawn's confirmation due 

to lawmakers' decisions on matters that Dawn was involved with in her personal capacity as a 

private consultant.  What most fail to realize is that Dawn was not in a decision making position 

as a consultant.  She was simply doing the best job she could as expected by her clients.  

The frustrations of opponents to Dawn's confirmation would be more properly directed 

towards lawmakers at the time who made disagreeable decisions rather than towards Dawn 

herself. 

Over the years I have found Dawn to be a plesant, honest, and fair individual.  I ask that you join 

me in supporting Dawn's confirmation. 

Mahalo nui loa, Isaac "Paka" Harp 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 12:44:41 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Fox Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Water and Land Committee members, 

I wholeheartedly support Dawn Chang’s nomination as the next Chairperson of the Hawaiʻi 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. Dawn is eminently qualified and brings the highest 

levels of commitment, responsibility and demeanor to this critical position. It has been a pleasure 

and a privilege to work with Dawn in her prior roles as a deputy attorney general serving the 

DLNR and as a facilitator, as well as being the beneficiary of her expert advice and guidance. I 

am certain she will give her all to ensure Hawaiʻi’s people and natural resources are well served 

and well cared for. 

Thank you very much for giving Dawn your favorable consideration. 

Kindest regards, 

Mark Fox 

 



Wendy K. Peterson, Esq.
2040 Main Street, 14"‘ Floor

Irvine, CA 92614
949-760-0404

March 23, 2023

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye
Chair
Committee of Water and Land
Hawai’i State Senate
Hawai’i State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, HI

Re: Support for Confirmation of Gubernatorial Nominee, Dawn Chang, as Chair of
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)

Dear Senator Inouye:

It is with great pleasure that I submit this letter in support ofthe nomination of Dawn Chang as Chair of
DLNR.

I have known Ms. Chang for over 40 years. We met as first-year law students at the University of
Hawai’i William S. Richardson School of Law. Although I moved to California to practice law after
graduation, Ms. Chang and I have maintained a close friendship ever since.

Ms. Chang has dedicated her life to public service, and making Hawai’i a better place. From her
beginnings as a social worker looking after Hawaiian children and their families in rural communities, to
her service as Deputy Attorney General and Land Use Commissioner navigating complex laws while
balancing community interests, Ms. Chang always has had the people of Hawai’i and the preservation of
our beautiful islands at heart. Her wealth of experience and understanding of the law and Native
Hawaiian rights and cultural sensitivities, as well as leadership experience and tremendous skills in
dispute resolution and consensus building, make her particularly well-suited to be the guardian of the
millions of acres of State public lands, ocean waters and conservation districts under the control of
DLNR. She is the perfect choice to be Chair of DLNR.

For the foregoing reasons, I respectfully urge the Committee's confirmation of Ms. Chang as Chair of
DLNR.

Sincerely,

Wendy K. Peterson, Esq.

57341012
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Submitted on: 3/23/2023 4:18:50 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

sherry broder Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Senators, 

I am submitting this testimony in support of Dawn Chang as Director of DLNR, as a private 

attorney. I have known Ms. Chang for decades, both professionally and individually. I have 

worked with her and against her in litigation and on matters affecting NatIve Hawaiians and she 

is very smart, hard-working, deliberate, passionate about Native Hawaiian issues, devoted to the 

community and has impeccable moral and ethical character. I give her highest recommendation 

possible.  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 4:24:14 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Ankersmit Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am pleased and proud to support Dawn Chang for this appointment.  I have worked with her on 

issues over the years and feel she is an upstanding person with high integrity.  She has a "heart 

for Hawaii" and truly cares about our islands and the land. 

Her decisions will be well thought out and on sound ground.  I have all confidence in her ability 

to think clearly and weigh her actions carefully.  She will serve the people of Hawaii fairly in 

this position, we are in good hands! 

 



March 23, 2023

The Honorable Lorraine R. lnouye, Chair
The Honorable Brandon .J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair
Committee on Water and Land
The Senate of the 32“° Legislature
State of Hawaii

Re: Letter In Support of the Nomination of Dawn N. S. Chang
Hearing: GM516, Friday, March 31, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.

Dear Chair lnouye and Vice Chair Elefante,

This letter is in support of the nomination of Dawn N.S. Chang to serve as the Chairperson of
the Department of Land and Natural Resources. It is written in my individual capacity as
someone who has known Ms. Chang for over 40 years.

I first met Ms. Chang in August 1982, when we entered the William S. Richardson School of
Law as members of the Class of 1985. Throughout our years together in law school, Ms. Chang
was thoughtful, engaging, collaborative and one of the most respected members of our class.
What was most notable was Ms. Chang's deep appreciation of the privilege of securing a legal
education to enable her to serve her beloved Hawaii.

While Ms. Chang and I had divergent career paths. I have watched her assume many different
roles over the years. Among others, she has been a legal adviser and advocate, consultant,
public leader, and business owner. gaining experience and expertise in numerous matters and
issues of import to the Department she now serves. It is the broad and diverse nature of her
career that has placed her in the unique position of facing and being able to understand and
balance what may sometimes be perceived as competing and conflicting interests. As long as I
have known Ms. Chang, she has impressed me as a truly gifted listener with a measured,
thoughtful, and deliberative approach to decision-making as well as a person of integrity and
incredible humility. l believe Ms. Chang has the expertise, experience, and personal qualities
essential to being an effective leader of the Department.

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support.

Aloha,
annnrfl-7»/rvw/>2
Jan M. Tamura
Honolulu, Hl



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/23/2023 5:48:15 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dean Nakano Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

March 23, 2023 

  

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Honorable Senators Lorraine Inouye, Chair; Brandon Elefante, Vice Chair; and 

Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land 

  

Subject:           TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM 516,  

Nomination of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources 

  

Dear Chair Inouye and Members of the Committee: 

  

I would like to offer my testimony in strong support of the nomination and confirmation of Ms. 

Dawn Chang as the Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

  

In my former capacity as the Deputy to the Commission on Water Resource Management 

(CWRM) and as the previous Acting Manager/Deputy Manager for the Honolulu Board of Water 

Supply, I have had the sincere pleasure of working with Ms. Chang for many years during her 

tenure as DLNR’s Deputy Attorney General and as a Commissioner to the State Land Use 

Commission (LUC).  I have also had the opportunity to interact with Ms. Chang in her capacity 

as the Principal for Kuiwalu and have greatly appreciated her cultural awareness and resource 

management experience and manao. 



  

Ms. Chang has demonstrated a great reverence and respect for our land and natural resources, 

especially our most precious resource – water.  Her legal knowledge, policy background, and 

experience as a LUC Commissioner and Deputy Attorney General to DLNR and CWRM, is 

appropriately balanced with a passionate regard for the environment and cultural traditions and 

practices of our islands.  Her background, knowledge of land and water resource management 

and protection, and her collaborative approach to addressing both complex and sensitive issues 

will serve the Department of Land and Natural Resources and the Commission on Water 

Resource Management well in carrying out its statewide duties and responsibilities. 

  

Perhaps more importantly, I have come to respect and appreciate Ms. Chang as a valued 

colleague and friend and someone who has earned my trust.  Hers actions have always been fair 

and balanced, and speaks to her character as an individual, public servant, and someone who will 

be a great asset to DLNR and the CWRM. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony in support of Ms. Dawn Chang and I 

look forward to your favorable consideration and confirmation of her appointment as the 

Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dean A. Nakano 

  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/24/2023 6:02:33 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Paul Shinkawa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land & 

Natural Resources. 

Thank you, 

Paul Shinkawa 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/24/2023 7:29:54 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Riley K Hakoda Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of the confirmation of Dawn 

N.S. Chang for DLNR Chairperson.  i have had the pleasure of observing her significant 

contributions as a Commissioner on the Land Use Commission and hearing her ideas as a 

panelist at the Hawaii Congress of Planning Officials. Her astute assessment of difficult issues 

and ability to tactfully interact amongst conflicted parties is a unique and admirable talent that 

reflects her care and understanding of kindness in how to deal with others and maintaining aloha 

and respect for them.  she knows the value of listening and choosing words carefully-valuable 

tools for a great leader and she never takes her eyes off the goals and objectives she is tasked to 

accomplished.  Hawaii will be enriched by her contributions.  please vote in favor of her 

appointment!  MAHALO!!! 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/24/2023 8:19:36 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bobby Farias Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, Senate President 

and Members of the Senate 

Thirty-Second State Legislature 

State Capitol, Room 409 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

 

Aloha Senate President Kouchi and Members of the Senate: 

I would like to give my support of GM 516 to confirm Dawn Chang 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources. I have had the pleasure to work some 

with Ms. Chang, her support and understanding for land use and her support for agrigulture in 

Hawaii makes her a great person for the posision. With Ms. Chang as Chairperson for the 

Department, Hawaii can look forward to a bright future with good calaberation with other State 

agencies.  

Thank you for the oppertunity to show my support, 

Bobby Farias  

  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/24/2023 10:34:55 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Willis Yap Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My support of Dawn Chang is based upon our family history having known her mother Edna 

Shiroma for over 50 years and Dawn for at least 25 years.  I have also served as her insurance 

agent so have business experience with her.  She and her family have integrity and practice the 

"Aloha" spirit, always thinking of others and what is best for all.  She's is unselfish and 

considerate.  In addition, Dawn is a solid professional with legal and cultural knowledge of 

matters dealing with land use and community organizations.  My family and I have asked and 

received advice from her in personal capacities and she has always furnished excellent and 

practical recommendations.  I can only respond to certain criticisms reported in the media that 

while others may have different opinions, I know from personal experience that she is always 

fair, even-handed and open minded.  These qualities will serve her and the State of Hawaii 

well.  Please confirm her appointment to the DLNR.  Mahalo.  

 



IA@H.r@.R@+wBi%t@N
BENJAMIN A. KUDO

Telephone: (808) 539-0400
Fax: (808) 533-4945
bkudo@awlaw.c

March 24, 2023

To: The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair
The Honorable Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land

From: Benjamin A. Kudo
Ashford & Wriston
999 Bishop Street, Suite 1400
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: GM- 516 — Consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land and
Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG - SUPPORT.
Hearing date: Friday, March 31, 2023
Hearing time: 1:00 p.m.
Place: Conference Room 016 & Videoconference

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee:

I respectfully ask for your favorable consideration and the support of your Committee members
on the appointment of Ms. Dawn Chang to the position of Chair, Department of Land and
Natural Resources, State of Hawaii.

I have known Ms. Chang for over 20 years. I first worked with her when she represented various
State agencies, including the Department of Land and Natural Resources, as Deputy Attomey
General. I found Ms. Chang to be a strong advocate of protecting the public and the interests of
the State. She was at all times professional and well balanced in her approach to solving various
legal issues. Years later, as a member of the University of Hawaii, Board of Regents, I had the
opportunity once again to work with Ms. Chang on the Comprehensive Management Plan for
Mauna Kea Science Reserve. She was a strong advocate for the protection ofNative Hawaiian
rights and culture and for having the University implement the Comprehensive Management
Plan, which it had in part, not been done for several years. She recognized the problems facing
the University and stressed community engagement and reconciliation within the Native
Hawaiian groups. I found her advice to be sensitive, wise, balanced and timely.

Ms. Chang is a person of high integrity, compassion and intelligence and has the capability to
meet the challenges of this position. Ms. Chang will faithfully carry out her responsibilities as
the Chair of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.
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The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair
The Honorable Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land
March 24, 2023
Page 2 of 2

Based on the foregoing, I strongly recommend with no reservation your favorable consideration
ofMs. Dawn Chang for the aforementioned position. She is a person who will prove to be
worthy of your support and the public trust.

Thank you for your consideration and I respectfully urge your Committee’s support to confirm
her nomination.

Very truly yours,

AS §RISTON

B jamin A. 0

\



Senate Committee on Water and Land
March 31, 2023 | 1pm | Room 016

March 24, 2023

RE: Testimony in SUPPORT of Agenda Item GM516 Relating to the Appointment of Dawn Chang as
Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)

Aloha nui e Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee of Water and Land:

I write today in strong support of Dawn Chang in her nomination for Chairperson to the Department of
Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).

I have had the opportunity of serving on the KEY Project Board of Directors while Ms. Chang served as our
Chair. She was incredibly professional, passionate about the community and its natural resources, and
extremely well-versed in the multiple layers of jurisdiction impacting many of the issues important to the
community at that time. Her experience as a former Attorney General was invaluable in helping to
contextualize and navigate those priorities. Ms. Chang led the organization during a time of important
change, deftly and with deep respect and appreciation for a wide range of perspectives. Without a doubt, her
community-based roots and experience in facilitation provided her a unique grounding. I deeply appreciated,
and learned from, the leadership she demonstrated both on behalf of the organization as well as the
important role it played within the larger community.

Ms. Chang has been nominated for important kuleana. I believe that with her experience and the resources
and talent she will be able to bring to the table around her, she will handle it extremely well. Some may
disagree at times with her perspective, but I know she will take the unique kuleana of DLNR extremely
seriously and will treat each person in our community with great respect while navigating complex and
challenging issues, important for the future of Hawaiʻi and those who call her home.

I am excited to support the nomination of a Native Hawaiian wahine as the first Native Hawaiian woman to
chair the DLNR as a steward of our precious island resources and support the Committee in its consideration
to confirm her nomination.

Mahalo for the opportunity to share my manaʻo and for all of your work on behalf of our communities.

Me ka haʻahaʻa,

Rebecca Justine ʻIolani Soon



Senotor Lorroine lnouye, Choir
Senotor Brondon Elefonte, Vice Choir
Committee on Woter ond Lond

Fridoy, Morch 31,2023
1:00 p.m.; Conference room 0,l6 & Videoconference

RE: GM 516 - Submitting for considerolion ond confirmqtion os the Choirperson,
Deportment of Lond ond Noturol Resources, Gubernqtoriol Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for
o lerm to expire 12-31-2026 - lN SUPPORT

Aloho Choir lnouye, Vice Choir Elefonte ond Members of the Committee:

Thonk you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of ihe nominotion of Down
Chong os Choirperson, Deportment of Lond ond Noturol Resources.

I hove known Down for mony yeors, ond hove hod the pleosure of working with her on
vorious community issues in her copocity os Principol of Ku'iwolu. I hove found her to
be thoughtful, foir, onolyticol ond bolonced in her opprooch to problem solving. Down
hos integrity, strong leodership skills ond is sensitive to culturol ond community
volues. She hos served on the Lond Use Commission ond os Deputy Attorney Generol
with the Lond/Tronsportotion Division ond odvised vorious Stote Boords ond
Commissions, including the Lond Boord, lslond Buriol Councils ond the Woter
Commission. She is olso o former boord member of Historic Howoii Foundotion. Down
hos o genuine concern for Howoii's future.

The Stote ond the Deportment of Lond ond Noturol Resources will be well served to
hove someone with Down's experience, leodership ond deep undersionding of Notive
Howoiion issues. diverse, multiculturol communiiies ond environmentol low. I'm
confident Down will moke significont, positive contributions ond osk for your fovoroble
oction on her nominotion. Moholo.

Sincerely,

6,trv 6,w
Lori Lum
98-,l008 Piku Ploce
Aieo, Hl 96701
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Comments:  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of the nomination of Dawn Chang as 

Chair of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. I have known Ms. Chang for over 40 

years and have watched her career and worked with her, so I feel qualified to comment on the 

characteristics that make her an effective leader. 

Ms. Chang’s work history as a Social Worker and an attorney illustrates her commitment to 

Hawaii and the people who live here. The jobs she took demonstrate that she cares about 

others. 

Ms. Chang’s work history also shows her dedication to the land and to resource management, 

environmental issues, and water rights. Additionally, she has expertise in historic preservation 

law, ceded lands, burial law, and much more. Clearly the land is her passion. 

Ms. Chang’s work history also demonstrates her courage in taking on controversial issues. She 

is willing to take risks and act decisively. It is easy to shy away from controversy and 

challenging to take that work head on. She has demonstrated a willingness to do make difficult 

decisions. 

Ms. Chang is a very effective communicator. She is focused on building relationships and 

demonstrates her respect for others through empathy and understanding others and their 

issues. This has helped her in her work as a meeting facilitator. In that work, she also 

demonstrates problem solving skills and strategic thinking. 

Finally, Ms. Chang’s personal characteristics make her a good leader. She is willing to assess 

and reassess situations and to change directions if that is called for. She works well with 

others, recognizing their successes and not calling attention to her own. Ms. Chang does not 

need to be the center of attention. She leads by example, setting a tone of respect, integrity, 

and accountability. And she certainly has shown that she is resilient and able to maintain her 

calm demeanor in challenging circumstances. 

For all these reasons, I strongly support Ms. Chang’s nomination and hope that you will too. 

  

 



 

 
 

Robbie Le'a Kapi'olani Cabral 
Founder, Senior Advisor 
Innovations Development Group 
2990 Pacific Heights Rd 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
(808) 469-2117 
www.idghawaii.com 

February 28, 2023 

 
 

Testimony of 
Robbie Le'a Kapi'olani Cabral 

Founder, Senior Advisor 
Innovations Development Group 

 
In support of 

DAWN CHANG 
candidate for 

DIRECTOR of the DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF HAWAII 

 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to convey my strong, unequivocal support of Dawn Chang as an immensely qualified 
candidate for the position of Director of the State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR). She has what I believe to be unparalleled experience in every relevant area of leadership, as 
well as across public sector, nonprofit, and community initiatives relating to Native Hawaiian 
concerns—including, especially, in the area of land use and stewardship. 
 
Dawn has worked at every level, from the grassroots to state and federal stakeholders. She has served 
on every side of the issue: community, landowner, and developer. She can deftly navigate the myriad 
regulatory frameworks and laws involved, all while keeping the Hawaiian community in her heart. She 
innately understands the kūleana of the Hawaiian community and how it can best collaborate with and 
be served by the state. I have no doubt she will be able to help Hawaii steward the lands managed by 
DLNR to perpetuate its productive and sustainable use and protect them for generations to come. 
 
Dawn has both the experience and the fortitude to lead a major state agency like DLNR. Her skills have 
been keenly honed across a variety of disciplines: working with federal, state, and county government 
agencies; coordinating and managing public meetings, crisis management, and government relations; 
strategic planning; training; and alternate dispute mediation.  



 

 
 

 
She served on the Land Use Commission, helping to shape and execute policy, addressing the concerns 
of the state, counties, landowners, and developers in the land use decision-making process. 
The commission establishes the district boundaries for the entire State and acts on petitions for 
boundary changes and requests for special use permits within the agricultural and rural districts. 
 
Through all this, Dawn has proven to be well-versed in Hawaiian culture and values. She has facilitated 
culturally sensitive issues for public and private sector projects, including native Hawaiian burials, 
cultural resource management, and historic preservation issues. She has also conducted training in 
native Hawaiian rights, from traditional and customary practices to administrative processes. 
 
Finally, Dawn is an accomplished attorney, having previously served in the office of the Attorney 
General, as well as senior legal counsel in the Land/Transportation Division, where she focused on real 
property law, administrative law, native Hawaiian rights, water rights and environmental law. In this 
role, she also advised various state boards and commissions (Land Board, Island Burial Councils, Water 
Commission, etc.) as well as provided training to State employees and agencies on native 
Hawaiian rights, including PASH and burial laws. Dawn supervised legal and non-legal staff and has 
extensive litigation experience in ceded lands, burial laws, historic preservation laws, real property 
transactions, and quiet title actions. 
 
It is for all these, and numerous other reasons, that I believe the State of Hawaii and DLNR would be 
best served—and be able to best serve its people—through Dawn’s devoted and diligent leadership. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robbie Le'a Kapi'olani Cabral 
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Comments:  

Aloha Mai,  

I am writing in support for the selection of Dawn Chang for the position 

of Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources. I believe that she is well qualified 

for the position, her resume aligns with what the position calls for and will service the State of 

Hawaii well. 

I strongly beleive that Dawn Chang will also listen to the voices in opposing and make the 

changes needed if proven valid. That's what makes her a great candidate, the willingness to 

improve and do what is right. 

Mahalo Nui for your consideration.  

 



Dear Senate Members of the 2023 Legilature, 
 
I met Dawn Chang in 2017. Since then we have had a very wonderful business relationship.  
After meeting her for the first time I knew she was sincere and very intelligent. As a Deputy 
Attorney General, Dawn provided advice and counsel to DLNR with focus on Hawaii land law, 
Hawaiian rights and represented DLNR on legal proceedings. She formed her own consulting 
company Ku’iwalu to support both the private and public sector by assuring Federal and State 
preservation and environmental policies were met. She always talked about the community and 
doing the right thing and the right way for Hawaii and our culture. 
 
Yes, Ku’iwalu had private business clients. Her role was to advise and help to resolve sensitive 
issues with the developer and native Hawaiian families regarding Hawaiian burial issues.   
 
I know Dawn Chang will do her best to lead DLNR drawing from her knowledge, experience and 
a lot of Malama and  Aloha for the State of Hawaii. 
 
With much pleasure, 
 
Bruce Umeda 
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Comments:  

I want to send you my opinion and support for Dawn Chang for DLNR. Although she never got 

the time to come to Maui to visit with us farmers and ranchers she did commit to come soon as 

she can. Which is better then almost all of the past chairs. Except for Mike Wilson who did take 

the time to come. There is no substitute for boots on the ground and eyes on the farm or ranch. 

To see it is to feel what we feel when we are out there working to preserve the land like it is our 

own. Dawn unlike the former chair has a definite concern for agg and food security. She is a lot 

more of a balanced person. Dawn works very well with Sharon and that again is something that 

we have not seen for a very long time. I believer this is why Josh picked them. I not only support 

his picks but trust his judgement. Both departments are responsible for a lot of state land. And 

what is best for the land, is what should be important. DLNR has so much land under their 

jurisdiction that they can't manage it properly with the amount of money they have and the 

workers. She realized that a lot of the lands that are being cared for by farmers and ranchers are 

in way better care then if they were managed by DLNR. DLNR should focus on caring for the 

forest, that they have under their care and really manage them like a forest should be and not just 

a bunch of trees. Where half or more are invasive. In the past, management of wild life such as 

the pigs, deer and feral goats has been very poor. Management should be control of population, 

as well as providing good managed hunting and recreational areas for the people. It is not only a 

sport but a way of life for many who grew up here. Its our heritage and part of our gathering 

rights. Rights that have been grossly miss managed. Fencing off large tracts of land, killing 

everything in it and letting it rot then saying that the land is in conservation is really the right 

way to manage land and wildlife. If it was managed properly like the ranchers do there would not 

be so much poachers on the ranches, they would have places to practice there heritage of hunting 

food for their families . Dawn understands this very well and has committed to make changes. A 

good example is her working with DOA to transfer some ranch lands that should be under DOA 

but was held captive by the former chair and her staff. We all want to support someone who 

recognizes the problems with that department and is willing to make the changes. I ask you to 

please support her confirmation. We in the agg community recognize her willingness to protect 

our state land and do what is the right thing for the land and our people. 

Brendan Balthazar 

Diamond B Ranch 
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Comments:  

Strong Support 
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Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang as Chairperson DLNR. 

 



5419 Hoana Place
Honolulu HI 96821

March 25, 2023

COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair

Subject: GM516: Testimony in support of the confirmation of DAWN CHANG, Esq. as the
Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources

Welina me ke aloha,

The purpose of letter is to encourage your committee’s confirmation of Dawn Change, Esq. as the
Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

As a Native Hawaiian, Engineering manager and consultant, the preservation of our culture and care of
our land is of high importance.  I am also retired Colonel with 27 years of service followed by over 20
years of professional consultation in the engineering and environmental fields.  I have worked with
Dawn Chang in her role as Principal of Ho‘ākea LLC dba Ku‘iwalu, in which she facilitated a number of
culturally sensitive issues for the Department of Defense.  She coordinated and managed public
meetings, crisis management, and government relations, often being criticized by the Native Hawaiian
community for her role.

Contrary to perceptions to some in the community, Dawn has been a staunch advocate for native
Hawaiian rights, traditional and customary practices, and the care of our land.   Her work with
government officials includes educating them of important legal, environmental and cultural sensitive
issues to avoided decisions that would have been detrimental to the community.  Her work has allowed
the Native Hawaiian voice to be heard face-to-face with government leaders as part of their decision-
making process.  This not only helps address important cultural issues early in the project development
process but also allow decisions beneficial to the government and the public at large.

Also, her work since January 2nd has been exemplary, taking on issues that were ignored for years, as
the effect of sea level rise on private homes at our shorelines.  She has shown herself to be highly
knowledgeable on issues, sensitive to positions but decisive.  Her land use, legal and cultural
background has proven her value to DLNR and the State to move issues forward that has been stifled
by bureaucracy.

Our State needs such a leader and encourage your confirmation.

Me ka 'oia'i'o

Richard Fernandez, PE
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Comments:  

My name is Michael Gibson.  I have been an  atorney with Ashford & Wriston since 1976.  I am 

writing in strong support of Dawn Chang to be the Chairperson of the DLNR.  I have known 

Dawn for more than 20 years and I have worked with her on numerous matters and find her to be 

trustworthy and knowlegeble. Please support her for this position. 
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Comments:  

I strongly support Dawn Chang for the DLNR chair position. I have known her for many years. 

Among her key qualities are a remarkable cultural sensitivity and understanding of the issues 

facing the land department, along with a calm level-headedness and concern for this community 

that are needed in this critical position.  
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Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair. 

 



 

 

Foresight Analysis

Strategy Trouble	
Shooting

Peter S. Adler, PhD 
The ACCORD3.0 Network 
2471 Manoa Road Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 
Email:  padleraccord@gmail.com  Web: www.accord3.com 

 

March	25,	2023	
	
TO:	 Senator	Lorraine	Inouye,	Chairperson		

							and	
Members	of	the	Senate	Committee	on	Water	and	Land	

	
FR:	 Peter	S.	Adler	
	
RE:	 Testimony	in	Support	of	Dawn	Chang’s	Confirmation		
	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	

 

Dear	Senator	Inouye	and	Committee	Members,	
	
By	now	you	have	received	considerable	testimony	regarding	Dawn	Chang’s	
potential	appointment	to	chair	DLNR,	most	of	it	supportive,	along	with	some	who	
have	raised	questions	about	possible	conflicts	of	interest,	ties	with	developers,	and	
her	work	as	a	mediator	on	specific	cases.	I	want	to	address	some	of	these	but	first,	a	
few	preliminaries.	 
 
Background	

I	have	known	Dawn	as	a	colleague	and	friend	for	three	decades.	Without	revealing	
confidences,	we	have	often	consulted	with	each	other	on	strategies	for	resolving	
some	of	Hawai‘i’s	most	stubborn	conflicts.	Dawn	has	the	unquestioned	professional	
qualifications	needed	for	DLNR	through	her	law	and	social	work	training	and	
through	her	years	of	public	service	as	an	AG	and	more	recently	as	a	commissioner	
with	the	LUC.	But	there	is	much	more	than	that.	

She	has	also	for	many	years	been	a	member	of	The	ACCORD	Network,	a	peer-to-peer	
learning	group	that	has	a	long	history	of	personal	and	professional	development	
with	colleagues	in	Hawai‘i,	mainland	U.S.,	Australia,	and	New	Zealand.	Through	
experience	and	temperament,	Dawn	has	the	talents	and	qualities	we	absolutely	
require	of	a	DL&NR	chair.	She	is	savvy,	principled,	and	diplomatic,	especially	with	
critics	who	may	disagree	with	her	on	particular	cases,	issues,	or	decisions.		



 

 2 

She	deeply	values	consultation	and	engagement,	especially	with	those	who	must	
ultimately	live	with	decisions	that	come	out	of	DLNR.	She	invites	robust	dialogue	
and	is,	always	and		fundamentally,	a	problem	solver	and	solution	seeker.	These	are	
the	same	qualities	of	many	previous	BL&NR	chairs.	I	think	of	people	like	Bill	Paty,	
Sus	Ono,	and	others	who	have	preceded	her.		

She	has	the	same	mana.	

Her	Consultant	Work	

For	years,	Dawn	and	I	have	done	similar	work	as	mediators,	facilitators,	and	third-
parties	trying	to	prevent,	manage,	or	resolve	unproductive	disputes.	While	we	have	
each	worked	on	diverse	types	of	problems,	much	of	our	mediation	work	has	
involved	sprawling	disputes	over	public	policy	differences,	the	formation	of	rules	
and	regulations,	and	controversial	site	specific	issues	at	different	community	
locations.	

Dawn	has	become	an	experienced,	effective,	and	highly	skilled	broker	between	
communities	and	private	businesses	and	government	agencies	who	seek	to	build	
something	that	wasn’t	there	before.	There	is	a	Japanese	saying	that	“the	go-between	
wears	out	a	thousand	pairs	of	sandals.”	Dawn	has	callouses	on	her	feet	and	has	been	
an	extraordinarily	effective	intermediary.	

In	her	work,	and	that	of	others,	communities	rarely		have	the	resources	to	support	a	
mediator	though	they	often	make	contributions	in	kind.	More	often,	we	are	paid	by	
either	government	or	business.	In	these	instances,	our	starting	promises	and	
contracts		concerning	our	roles	are	always	explicit.	We	will	remain	neutral,	not	
serve	as	any	one	side’s	agent,	and	work	for	solutions	equally	hard	with	everyone.	

I	tell	you	these	things	because	of	the	criticisms	that	have	been	leveled	at	her	in	
articles	in	the	Star-Bulletin	and	Civil	Beat.	In	Dawn,	I	believe	you	have	an	
exceptionally	qualified	candidate.	I	give	her	my	unqualified	endorsement.	

Sincerely,	

	

PETER	S.	ADLER,	PhD	
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Comments:  

Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Committee Members, 

I regret that I am not able to appear to testify in person. As a retired attorney, I have worked 

with, and known Dawn for over 30 years. In that time, she has consistently dedicated her career 

to insuring different and even opposing viewpoints be heard in decision making processes. This 

reflects her commitment to better informed decisions, a commitment which holds true today. 

Alhough she is intrinsically kind, thoughtful, and patient, she is not afraid to act decisively when 

needed, as in the recent case of the stranded yacht Nakoa in Honolua Bay. There she acted 

promptly to protect Hawai'i's natural resources while taking necessary protective steps to not 

cause a worse environmental problem. 

Her service as a Deputy Attorney General and Land Use Commissioner uniquely prepared her to 

deal with the panoply of issues confronting the DLNR, such as historic and cultural resources, 

and land use. Most recently she was not hesitant to confront the issues of shoreline and beach 

protection in the context of sea level rise. 

Her personal integrity is beyond dispute, as is her commitment to fair process. Although one can 

never precisely know what crises and problems may arise in the future, you may rest assured that 

Dawn will be resolute and steadfast in her mission to protect Hawai'i's environment for the 

generations to come.  

This is her strongly felt lodestar, and she would not compromise it if she is confirmed as DLNR 

Director. For the above reasons, I ask that you vote to recommend her nomination to the full 

Senate for its deliberation. 

Thank you for considering this testimony. 
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Comments:  

I strongly support GM516 and the confirmation of Dawn Chang to become DLNR Chair. She 

has the experience and demonstrated willingness to engage and investigate conditions on the 

land and with stakeholders regarding matters that would come before DLNR. She would be a 

great pick and the State would be fortunate to seure her leadership for the proposed term.. 
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Comments:  

I support the confirmation of Dawn Chang, she is the first chairperson in a long time to sit down 

and hear out constituents concerns instead of blowing us off like some other chairperson recenlty 

did.  I am a fisherman, and I support her as the next chairperson of DLNR. 
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Comments:  

Please consider Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair. 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/27/2023 5:46:57 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Taylor Kellerman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I stand by the Hawaii Cattleman's Council's testimony for Dawn's DLNR appointment. 

  

Mahalo 

Taylor Kellerman 
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Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang. 

Aloha, my name is Kapono Chang, I am Dawn's youngest son. I would like to share how my 

mom has helped me become the person I am today.  

Growing up, there were two things she taught me that has been the foundation of who I am. The 

first is the importance of education. She would say, the one thing in life no one can take away 

from you, is your education. She worked extremely hard to support our goals, always putting her 

children first. My brother, sister, and I were all fortunate to get into college, and she and my dad 

supported us without hesitation, this I am forever grateful for.  

The second value, is the value of malama, to not just take care, but also to give back. She would 

bring us to non-profit organizations growing up, and meet individuals who were all doing great 

things for Hawaii and their communities. For example, through her work at Kaho'olawe, she 

introduced me to her longtime friend, Dr. Emmet Aluli, who sadly passed recently. He became 

my mentor, allowing me to rotate with him at his clinic on Molokai, inspiring me to go to 

medical school, where currently I am in my last year of Family medicine residency through UH.  

Just like my mom who has been selfless with her passion to malama and serve, this is my passion 

as well. After graduating in June, I will be completing a 1 year Geriatric Fellowship through UH, 

where I will become a Geriatrician, dedicating my career to serve our kupuna.  

Many people know my mom through different parts of her life and career, but being her 

youngest son, I just know her as my mom, and she has always been an inspiration my entire life. 

And now having two sons of my own, I will pass on the values she has taught me, so I can help 

to create strong foundation for my ‘ohana. 

  

Mahalo, 

Kapono Chang  

 



March 31, 2023 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee on Water and Land: 

 

 My name is Nellani Asato and I strongly support GM516, which nominates Dawn 

Chang to serve as Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources.  Ms. Chang has 

been a dedicated, longtime public servant.  I have known her for the past 45 years and can attest 

to her competency, commitment to serving the public, and integrity.  Her decades of experience 

as a social worker, Deputy Attorney General, and consultant gives her unique insight into 

operations of the State of Hawaii.  Throughout her career, her aloha and kuleana for mālama 

‘āina have been proven.  I am proud to strongly support the first Native Hawaiian nominee to 

serve as the Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

 Thank you for considering our testimony in strong support. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Nellani Kalaupapahiwa Asato 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/27/2023 8:59:04 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kahea Williams Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Kahea Williams and I am writing in high support of Dawn Chang, nominee for 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Ms. Chang has the experience, 

knowledge, and relationships to ensure success in this vital role.  In previous role as Deputy 

Attorney General she provided advice and counsel to the DLNR and specialized in Hawaii land 

law and Native Hawaiian rights.  But the value I know Ms. Chang will bring to the role most 

vigorously, is integrity.  She has shown that she is a woman of integrity and will always do what 

is best for the people of Hawaii.  She is Native Hawaiian, a responsibility that she does not take 

lightly.  I have personally known Ms. Chang for 18 years and not once would I question her 

character or moral compass.  She has been a gleaming example not only within her family, but 

also the community.  Her work with the KEY project in Ahupuaa O Kahaluu has inproved the 

well-being in hundreds of keiki.  Ms. Chang has the ability to zoom in to address the details of an 

issue, and then zoom out to ensure the greater good is cared for.  Many people will shy away 

from contentious issues or things that they think will portray them in a bad light, Ms. Chang is 

the opposite.  She will do what is right, regardless of public opinion.  That is leadership, and that 

is something we need in this role. Since her start in the role of the beginning of the year, she has 

already been asked to lead various issues and problems.  From the grounded boats at Honolua 

Bay and Lahaina to other DLNR issues, Ms. Chang has not been afraid to step up and lead from 

the front.  She is committed to this role and has the acute understanding and emotional 

intelligence to be successful.  There will always be issues and concern when a new nominee is 

asked to take on such an important and influential role.  Ms. Chang not only has the experinence 

and perseverance to ensure the State prospers, but she has the maturity that all sides are heard 

and aims to satisfy the greater good.  With that being said, I fully endorse Dawn Chang as 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.   

Mahalo, 

Kahea Williams, 808-232-1471, bkwilliams32@gmail.com 

  

 



Jay Morford 
95-1027 Paemoku Place  

Mililani, Hawaii 96789 

 

 

Written testimony of Support for Dawn Chang - Gubernatorial Nominee for Chairperson, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 

March 24, 2023 
 
To: Committee on Water and Land 
       Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
       Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
 
Hearing Date and Time: Friday March 31, 2023, 1:00PM, Conference Room 016 
Re: GM 516 –DLNR Chair Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG 
 
Dear Senator Chair Inouye and Vice Chair Elefante, 
 
I have been a resident in Hawaii for 28 years. I have had the privilege of knowing Ms. Chang for 
over a decade, both professionally and on a personal basis. Ms. Chang’s resume and 
background, on its own, qualify her for this position. However, as impressive as her background 
is, Dawn’s honesty, intelligence, character and moral fiber make her the most qualified 
individual to Chair DLNR. 
 
Hawaii’s natural resources are the vital fabric of Hawaii’s future. Stewarding those resources 
takes a very experienced person that understands the issues of all stakeholders especially when 
it comes to balancing sustainability and development. Dawn has the background to provide the 
needed balance and discernment of what is in the best interest for Hawaii’s O’hana. 
 
I want to offer my support for Dawn Chang and her nomination as the Chairperson for 
Department of Land and Natural Resources (“DLNR”). 
 
I ask you to support the Gubernatorial Nominee “Dawn Chang” as the new Chair Person for 
DLNR.  
  
 
Mahalo for your consideration, 
 
 
___________________________   
Jay Morford 
 



Thomas L. H. Yeh
942 W. Kawailani Street
Hilo, Hl 96720

March 27, 2023

Committee on Water and Land
Hawaii State Senate

Re: GM 516-Testimony in Support of Appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson, DLNR

Dear Chairperson lnouye and Members of the Committee on Water and Land:

Please consider this letter of support for the appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources. Ms. Chang brings to this important role a strong
background in the law and native Hawaiian cultural practices. Her history at the Attorney General's office
in dealing with the procedural aspects of administrative law, the unique cultural history and practices of
Hawaii and real property matters are well suited to the role of the Chairperson.

While Ms. Chang has her detractors based on events that occurred over a decade ago, these
experiences have undoubtedly added to Ms. Chang's heightened awareness of the issues that need to be
addressed as Hawaii's land and water resources are being managed. Given Dawn Chang's devotion to her
career to land law and native Hawaiian issues, she will serve the position well.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this strong letter of support For Dawn Chang.

Sincerely,

Thomas Yeh



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/27/2023 1:34:06 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jon Nouchi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

My name is Jon Nouchi.  I currently serve as the Deputy Director of the City and County of 

Honolulu's Department of Transportation Services and formerly served as the Deputy Director of 

Planning, Environment, and Culture at the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation.  I am 

currently a resident of Kaka'ako, living in the storied urban district of Honolulu home to many 

cultural, natural, and historic resources. 

I am testifying today as an individual in strong support of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the 

State Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

In the past, I worked with Ms. Chang on the often-controversial Honolulu rail project.  During 

this time, I watched her exercise her skills as a patient collaborator, an astute strategist, and a 

humble civil servant, always grounded in the foundation of both local and federal laws.  She 

approached conflict and disagreement with a kind and gentle leo encouraging harmony, 

successfully connecting groups of differing opinions and bridging chasms between their 

dissenting positions to seek compromise and viable paths forward. 

Her sense of haʻahaʻa in the midst of conflict makes her an ideal candidate to lead DLNR 

through the often stormy conditions of our statewide land, water, and cultural resource concerns 

in these modern times.  As a highly-educated and experienced Native Hawaiian wahine, she is an 

ideal candidate to steward the Department and support our State's duty to preserve, protect, and 

perpetuate our most precious resources. 

 



 Statement of  
Greg Rocheleau 

CEO 
Makai Ocean Engineering, Inc. 

before the 
Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
1:00 pm 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
In consideration of 

GM 516 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land 

and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG. 
 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee 
 
I would like to express my SUPPORT for GM 516, which confirms Dawn Chang as the 
Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 
I am a lifelong resident, avid user of Hawaii’s outdoors, and CEO of local marine technology 
business, Makai Ocean Engineering, headquartered in Waimanalo, Hawai`i. My interests are 
aligned with the protection of Hawaii’s natural resources, and the economic and employment 
opportunities for our residents. Makai Ocean Engineering is a locally-owned and operated 
technology company based in Hawai`i for 50 years, providing research and development for a 
variety of innovative ocean technology projects including autonomous underwater vehicles and 
hardware systems, offshore renewable energy, and several software projects supporting our 
federal and international commercial customers. 
DLNR is an important organization to Makai and other local businesses, as well as Hawaii’s 
residents, and as such its leadership is important. Dawn Chang’s background in Hawaiʻi land 
law, and native Hawaiian rights, is ideally suited for the chair of DLNR. As the first native 
Hawaiian woman to chair DLNR, and with her entrepreneurial and consulting background, I 
believe Dawn Chang will be able to address and protect the cultural, social, and environmental 
sensitivities while considering the perspectives of Hawai`i businesses and their employees. 
This is why I SUPPORT GM 516, which confirms Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
 
Greg Rocheleau, CEO/President Makai Ocean Engineering, Inc. 



March 31, 2023 
1:00 PM 
Conference Room 016 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

Testimony in Support of GM 516 

COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

March 27, 2023 

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee, 

 I am Linda Rosehill testifying as a private citizen and in the capacity of a consultant who 
has worked with the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) throughout my career 
and as a friend of Chair nominee Dawn Chang.  I strongly support her nomination. 

 I have known Ms. Chang for many years and am familiar with her work as an Attorney 
General at DLNR for the burial council, as an entrepreneur owning and managing her own 
consulting firm, and as a LUC Commissioner.  She has demonstrated integrity as well a 
willingness to listen and ultimately find common ground and/or solutions to issues at hand.  She 
does her homework, is a quick study on sometimes complex issues, and is not afraid of thinking 
out of the box. 

 All of the aforementioned qualities will serve her well in addressing the myriad of 
decisions that must be made as Chair of DLNR.  Ultimately, it will be her ability to work with 
each of DLNR’s varied constituencies and stakeholders that is key to successful decision making. 

 I have no doubt that Ms. Chang will act always in the best interest of the State, her 
Department, and the people of Hawaii.  Therefore, I ask your kind consideration of her 
nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Rosehill



 

 

 

March 27, 2023 

 

 

 

Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair 

Committee on Water and Land 

Hawaii State Legislature 

 

RE: GM516:  Consideration and Confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 

Dear Senators: 

 

My name is Dona L. Hanaike and I am speaking in favor of the Governor’s nomination of Dawn 

Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

I have known Dawn both professionally and personally for many years.  While at the Attorney 

General’s Office, she was actively involved in a fledging new program at the time which we now 

know as the Hawaii burial councils.  Because it was new program, there were a lot of growing 

pains both organizationally and in terms of community acknowledgement.  Her work, both in 

and out of the courtroom, helped establish the burial councils as reputable entities which 

deserved the time and recognition of the community, private landowners, and other 

governmental agencies.   She also worked tirelessly with the State small boat harbors to clean up 

a long standing problem of illegal residential boating slips in Keehi lagoon that threatened the 

small boat harbor program as well as the lives of DLNR employees charged with enforcing the 

State small boat harbor laws. 

 

While not afraid of a legal challenge, Dawn’s talents lie in community organizing and facilitating 

which she honed working as a social worker for Liliuokalani Trust (prior to becoming an 

attorney).  After she left the Attorney General’s office, Dawn incorporated these skill sets in her 

private practice working to educate private developers on native Hawaiian and cultural issues 

and bring community interests “to the table”. 

 

Dawn Chang will bring an open and participatory focus to the management of the State’s public 

lands and its natural resources.  Please confirm her nomination as Chairperson of the Department 

of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Mahalo, 

 
Dona L. Hanaike 

 



Testimony of 

Suzanne D. Case 

Before the Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00pm, CR016 & Videoconference 

 

In consideration of GM516 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land and 

Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026 

 

Strong Support 

 

To:   The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

 The Honorable Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

 Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land 

 

I write in strong support of Dawn Chang as Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural 

Resources. 

 

When I learned of Dawn Chang’s appointment as the new DLNR Chairperson, my own thought 

was, “That’s a transition I can trust.”  Having spent the past eight years as DLNR Chairperson 

myself, I care deeply that the next Chair is committed and competent and brings her own unique 

helpful perspective and skills to the job, driven by a sense of kuleana and pono action.  Dawn 

Chang has that, and that’s why I believe she is an excellent choice for DLNR Chairperson.   

 

I’ve worked with Ms. Chang on DLNR matters during my own term as DLNR Chair and have 

reviewed her prior work with DLNR as well.  I also worked with her previously in my capacity as 

Hawaiʻi State Director for The Nature Conservancy. 

 

Ms. Chang brings a strong legal background and understanding of Hawaiʻi real property law, water 

rights, environmental law, land use law, and native Hawaiian rights law, as well as administrative 

procedure – all of which are fundamental and essential to the work of DLNR in Hawaiʻi. 

 

Beyond that, Ms. Chang has dedicated her professional career to community engagement and 

conflict resolution – areas in which DLNR is deeply involved and which will benefit DLNR 

significantly under her leadership in DLNR’s approaches in outreach and engagement. 

 

Ms. Chang’s extensive work representing applicants on projects to help them comply with our 

numerous and complex laws is equally important background.  We want people and institutions to 

understand and follow the many and complex laws of Hawaiʻi related to land, water, conservation, 

historic preservation, and native Hawaiian rights. 

 

I urge your vote in support of Dawn Chang’s nomination as Chairperson, Department of Land and 

Natural Resources.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/27/2023 7:30:59 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jason and Jeri Moniz Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 

Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 

  

GM516 

Dawn Chang 

  

Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00 PM 

Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 

  

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee, 

  

We are Jeri and Jason Moniz, beef cattle producers who ranch on Sate General Lease 4475. 

  

We strongly support GM516 for the consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN 

CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026. 

  



1. Chang resume portrays extensive experience and qualifications in land use issues with 

her various positions with the State Land Use Commission and as the Deputy Attorney 

General providing legal counsel for State Boards and Commissions. 

  

We have had personal contact with Ms. Chang during her short tenure with the DLNR. She made 

herself available to meet and visit our ranch on a state pastoral lease, something no other Chair 

has done or even offered. She quickly absorbed information regarding the ranch, our business, 

our stewardship of the land and established a feeling of trust with us, something that has been 

missing with previous Administrations. She has also spent time to quickly gain on-the-ground 

first-hand experience with other ranches which is especially important during a time when 

misinformation is so easily spread. It’s obvious that she has strong support for the DLNR’s 

mission to protect and restore the aina and we believe she understands ranches play an important 

role to that effect. She provides us with a feeling of fairness, she is thoughtful, and appears 

committed to understanding all sides of issues that are impacting our lease and business. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, something we have never done before for a DLNR 

Chairperson nominee. We respectfully ask for your support of Ms. Dawn Chang for the 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

  

Jeri and Jason Moniz 

Family Ranch Owners 

KK Ranch, Inc. 

  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/28/2023 7:47:30 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Harry von Holt Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

 I support Dawn Chang for Chairperson of DLNR.  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/28/2023 8:38:05 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William Oku Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chair Sen.Inouye, Vice Chair Sen. Elefante, and members of the Committee on Water and 

Land, 

I support the consideration and confirmation of Dawn Chang to serve as the Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  
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Chair Lorraine Inouye 
Vice-chair Brandon Elefante 
Senate Committee on Water and Land (WTL) 
Friday, March 31st, at 1:00pm 

Testimony In Support of GM516 

Thank you, Chair Inouye and Members of the Committee, for the opportunity to present 

testimony in support of the confirmation of Dawn S. Chang as Director of the State Department 

of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  

Dawn S. Chang and I first met in 1982 at the William S. Richardson Law School.  After our 

graduation and certification by the Hawaii State Bar, we pursued our separate interests but with 

the same goal:  to use law to defend the rights of people;  to protect the interests of the larger 

community;  and to use the law with care to find fairness and equity among competing interests. 

Forty years ago, Dawn S. Chang committed her life and legal career to Land. 

To some people, land is simply dirt, but in Hawaii land is cultural, political, organic, and alive.  It 

includes the sky and sea, mountains and rivers, myths and stories, people of all color.  Who 

better to protect and administer these precious resources than Dawn S. Chang?  She is a Native 

Hawaiian woman, with ancestral ties to the land at Kahaluu.  She knows Hawaii law as it relates 

to land.  She is skilled as a negotiator and has worked with diverse groups to bring not only 

settlement but also an understanding and appreciation of the life and culture of our land in 

Hawaii. 

In confirming Dawn S. Chang as Director of the Hawaii State Land and Natural Resources 

(DLNR), your Committee is assuring the people of Hawaii that their interests will be protected 

by an administrator who cares as much as they do, for the life of our land in Hawaii. 

Sincerely, 

Esther K. Arinaga 
Retired Immigration Lawyer 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/28/2023 8:23:08 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mark Shultise 
Testifying for LavaRock 

Farm 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I wholeheartedly support Dawn Chang for Chair of DNLR. She will be perfect for the position. 

Regards, 

Mark Shultise 

 



 
TESTIMONY TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

For Friday March 31, 2023, 1 pm Hearing on GM 516 
Submitting Dawn Chang for Consideration and Confirmation as the DLNR Chairperson 

 
 
Aloha.  I am Christina Meller, a retired State planner.  I worked with Dawn Chang when she was 
a deputy AG at DLNR.  She is no stranger to working with the community to resolve issues. 
 
She reviewed and contributed to a Hanalei boating issue report that I worked on as a planner in 
the Office of Planning, Coastal Zone Management Program.  The boating issue pitted native 
Hawaiian families for and against the use of zodiac boats in Hanalei Bay; traditionally used by 
canoe paddlers, fishermen, and swimmers.  The report described State and County roles on 
jurisdiction. We gave the Legislature a full account with recommendations on how to proceed. 
 
I moved to DLNR and became program manager for the Na Ala Hele Trails under the Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife.  Dawn assisted the program during my four-year tenure to: 
 

1. establish cultural native Hawaiian access hunting, fishing and gathering rights over 
private lands;   

2. gain access and management of private trails to protect endangered species via 
firebreaks; 

3. defend public use of state trails from private interest bent on closing trails for their 
exclusive use and 

4. indemnify landowners who allowed public access. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  If you have any questions, please feel free to phone 
my landline at (808) 595-8208. 
 

 

 

  



William L. Moore 
159 Halai Street 

Hilo, Hawaii   96720 
 
March 27, 2023 
   
Committee on Water and Land       
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair                                                                                                                                                             
Hawaii State Senate 
  
Re: GM 516-Testimony in Support of Appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson, DLNR  
 
Dear Chairperson Inouye and Members of the Committee on Water and Land: 
  
Please consider this letter of support for the appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Her background in law and native Hawaiian 
cultural practices as well as her service at the Attorney General’s office provides a unique set 
experiences that she can bring to this critically important position. 
 
While many of her detractors focus on her role in assisting past clients in dealing with complex 
and contentious matters, I believe that this is one of the strongest reasons to support her in this 
appointment.  If anything, Ms. Chang has proven to be a strong advocate for her clients, which in 
this case would be the State of Hawaii.  These experiences bring her heightened awareness of the 
issues that need to be addressed in the management of Hawaii’s land and water resources. 
 
She is a proven manager that can deal with the multiple facets and complexities involved in 
overseeing the myriad responsibilities of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
Given Dawn Chang’s devotion to her career to land law and native Hawaiian issues, she will 
serve the position well.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this letter of support For Dawn Chang. 

      
      Sincerely, 
  

        
  



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/28/2023 10:52:35 AM 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye and WTL Committee Members Elefante, Chang, Fevella, and McKelvey, 

I didn't start out opposed to the nomination of Dawn Chang to serve as DLNR chair, but after 

watching her in action as the chair designate, HOLY MOLY what a train wreck she is!  I've 

watched the last few month's board meetings to get a sense of her.  To her credit, she is 

professional and courteous to those testifying before the land board.  Unfortunately for Hawaii, 

she doesn't know how to run a meeting that follows Sunshine Laws or the rules for 

contested cases.  That is a huge problem, especially since she took an oath to uphold those 

laws.  Maybe she should read them. 

For example, just last week, at a land board meeting (3/24/23), she denied a representative of an 

environmental non-profit the right to a contested case hearing.  DLNR rules for requesting a 

contested case are provide that one requests it at the board meeting and then one has 10 days to 

submit their written petition explaining their reasons and standing for making the 

request.  Subsequently, the approval or denial appears on a later BLNR meeting agenda, which 

must be properly noticed under HRS Ch 92.  If so approved, the contested case hearing 

proceeds.  The overriding purpose of the contested case procedures is to ensure that the best and 

most relevant information is presented to the decision-making body, thereby assuring that the 

various and often conflicting legal interests of the parties are considered. 

However, the land board made a motion to dismiss the testifier's request for a contested case 

without even giving her the chance to submit her written petition, which she has 10 days to 

do.  Dawn Chang let her agency's rules take a back seat to expedite her own agency's 

proposal, and she didn't mind breaking the Sunshine Law to do it.  She allowed the motion 

to dismiss the contested case to come to a vote without publically noticing it as an agenda item, 

which denies the public the right to testify on the matter of dismissal.  

So, in my opinion, Dawn Chang is going to get the DLNR in a lot of legal trouble should you 

vote to approve her as Chairperson.  

Respectully, 

Ann M 

 



TESTIMONY OF MILILANI B TRASK IN SUPPORT OF THE NOMINATION OF DAWN CHANG AS
DLNR CHAIR

WHY I SUPPORT DAWN CHANG AS DLNR CHAIR

Aloha Legislators:

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, (DLNR) has not been a dependable friend of
the Hawaiian Community during the previous administration. I know this from my personal
experience in the struggle to protect Mauna Kea.

When the development of the Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP) for Mauna Kea began, I
did not know Dawn Chang. And I certainly did not think of her as a friend. I wasn't even sure
she could be trusted. Then, as l participated in the process in which a variety of people and
groups from all over Hawaii Island and the state came forward to provide their mana‘o on the
future the mauna, I got to know Dawn.

I realized she was sincere about getting all community stakeholders involved in creating a plan
that would appropriately govern the way in which Mauna Kea could be protected and cared for.
I was especially impressed by her understanding of the cultural significance of the mauna.

She spent a year crisscrossing Hawai’i Island, meeting with cultural practitioners,
environmentalists, Hawaiian community leaders, and representatives of the business and
educational communities, as well as elected officials and other representatives of the public.
Public meetings were held, and discussion grew heated, but Dawn proved a capable facilitator.

l and others had many discussions with Dawn during the community engagement process she
designed and managed. We had many disagreements and passionate exchanges, but in the
end, we achieved most of what we wanted, but we didn't get everything, at least initially. But I
realized Dawn had the difficult job of balancing input from a variety of stakeholders.

It was in these discussions and meetings, I began to appreciate Dawn's skill in listening, letting
people express their feelings and ideas, and maintaining a pleasant thoughtful presence, while
guiding the discussion in an intelligent and respectful manner.

When I saw the initial draft of the CMP, I was heartened to see the first section was about
protecting the mountain as a cultural resource and confirming the rights of Hawaiians to
practice their religion and culture in this sacred place. Other sections established processes for
managing natural resources, public access, activities and uses, and all types of structures on the
mountain.

Dawn's work was the foundation for further negotiations that resulted in sub-plans proposing
specific guidelines for cultural and natural resource management, along with a plan for
decommissioning the Mauna Kea observatories.

1



Sadly, the University of Hawaii (UH) and DLNR did not implement these plans consistent with
the cultural integrity and community engagement process that informed the CMP which Dawn
helped facilitate.

This failure by UH and DLNR resulted in community outrage and led to the 25,000 people,
including 60 kupuna, some in wheelchairs, going to the mauna to protect it from further harm.
In response, the state mobilized and militarized law enforcement to intimidate the kia‘i, the
mauna's protectors, and try to drive them away. This was done at a cost of $21 million to the
taxpayers ofthe state and further degradation oftrust in government, especially UH and DLNR.

If we had someone with Dawn Chang's integrity and capacity then at DLNR, we could have
implemented the CMP in the culturally sensitive way that was intended. All of the anger,
precious time and wasted taxpayer money could have been avoided.

Having worked with Dawn, I know she can be trusted, she has much-needed leadership skills,
and she has no bias for or against any group. Her most important commitment has always been
to a fair, inclusive and transparent process. That is why I believe she is the best person at this
critical moment to chair the Department and Board of Land and Natural Resources.

mw»/\./ -"Q4,

Mililani B. Trask
miIilani.trask@icllchawaii.com
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Comments:  

I fully Support Dawn Chang as a person who appreciates and supports Hawaii's Agriculture 

producers.  

  

Please confirm her nomination.  

  

Sydney Smith 

Maliko Esyate Coffee 

Makawao, Maui, HI 96768 

808-268-3646 
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Comments:  

I am strongly opposed to the confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chair of the Board of land and 

Natural Resources (BLNR). Her past conduct in representing corporations and developers 

in  significant disputes about our public resources is deplorable. That is NOT the background of 

the person we want heading the DLNR, since the DLNR must PROTECT our public lands & 

waters. 

I urge you NOT to confirm Ms. Changs nomination. 

Thank you, 

Ramona Hussey  

Oahu Island 
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Comments:  

I’m opposed to Measure GM516 “Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN 

CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026.” 

Under Dawn Chang’s leadership as Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) Chairperson, 

the BLNR has violated the public’s rights to open governmental processes. Complaints have 

been filed with the Office of the Ombudsman requesting an investigation into the BLNR for 

interference with the public’s ability to testify at the March 10, 2023 board meeting. An 

investigation into the BLNR for violation of the Sunshine Law at the March 24, 2023 board 

meeting has also been requested through the Office of Information Practices. 

These investigations are of significant concern, as it appears the BLNR has attempted to silence 

discussion of very serious information provided in written testimony regarding a planned project 

that received final approval by the BLNR on March 24, 2023. The suppressed testimony includes 

peer-reviewed studies about the risks of the project to the environment, native birds, wildlife, and 

public health. It also includes documentation of procedural errors, specific conflicts of interest, 

potential interstate transport of pathogens and lack of permitting, failure to receive EPA approval 

for use of a biopesticide prior to assuring public safety, and EPA discreditation of the article 

cited in the Final Environmental Assessment asserting that the biopesticide poses no risk to 

human health. 

Additionally, live video testimony at the BLNR meetings on March 10, 2023 and March 24, 

2023 noted that both BLNR Chairperson Dawn Chang and Board Member Vernon Char have 

conflicts of interest regarding the agenda item and must recuse themselves from participating in 

any discussion or voting on the matter. The BLNR, under Chang’s leadership, chose not to 

address those conflicts of interest at the March 10, 2023 meeting. At the March 24, 2023 

meeting, both Chang and Char verbally denied their conflicts of interest and continued to discuss 

and vote on the agenda item. 

The Board of Land and Natural Resources is a government agency that makes crucial decisions 

affecting the lives of the people of these islands, our environment, and our wildlife. Board 

members, and the Chairperson in particular, must serve with integrity and honor the laws and 

procedures enacted to protect the public’s rights to open and fair government. Dawn Chang’s 

actions as Chairperson do not qualify her for the position. 
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Comments:  

Dawn Chang's record does not protect Native Hawaiian land, culture, or rights. I find it hard to 

accept that she would honor process as she claims. She disregarded the process in the case of 

Kawaihao's iwi. And what a mess she left for descendants, church members, and OIBC to sort 

through! 

 



Governor’s Message No. 516 
March 31, 2023 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice-chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I strongly support the nomination of Dawn N. S. Chang as Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources.  I have had the privilege of working with Ms. Chang in her capacities as a consultant, co-
applicant/party, opposing counsel, and a third-party neutral in several matters involving land and water 
uses and traditional practices throughout Hawai`i.  During each of the proceedings, Ms. Chang has 
conducted herself admirably and has shown respect and patience to all involved, and has managed to 
remain calm and objective under the most difficult of circumstances.  While there have been occasions 
on which I or my clients disagree with her decisions or recommendations, we have never felt that we 
were treated unfairly or disrespected.   
 
In addition to her even temperament, Ms. Chang has extensive knowledge and experience in the subject 
matters that will come before the Board, Department, and its divisions.  While earlier media accounts 
contained critical statements voiced by a few, I do not believe that these sentiments are widely shared.  I 
would also like the Committee to remain aware that in actually working within the highly charged and 
important subject areas under the authority of the agency, any decision will trigger emotions and 
passionate responses.  Any qualified appointee will probably have proponents and detractors simply 
based on the reality that the appointee has had the courage and fortitude to make a decision.  It is 
requested that all the testimony and information submitted to the Committee be reviewed and 
evaluated with these realities in mind.   
 
In summary, I believe that Ms. Chang will be a wise and stable Chair of the Board of Land and Natural 
Resources.  She also brings a perspective as a Native Hawaiian steward of the resources that would be 
welcomed and needed at this time. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Randall K. Ishikawa 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

it's with disappointment and deep concern that I am writing to urge you not to confirm the 

nomination of Ms.Dawn Chang as Chair of the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR).   

I've been involved in land use protection issues in all of my 40 years in Hawai`i. i know first-

hand how a boardf chair can help or execerbate sitautions that lead to the protection or 

decimation of our most precious Public Trust Resources. Ms. Chang's past actions and 

philosophy show a propensity to be more interested in protecting corporate interests over those 

of the public. you've already been provided with clear evidence that shows that the selection of 

Ms. Chang would be the wrong decision in upholding the State's Constitutional mandate to 

protect the environmental and cultural resources of Hawai`i. there is no room for a candidate 

who doesn't show that her heart if with the solemn promise to stand up for the Public's interest 

before that of big business or other special interests.  

DLNR has often been plagued by weak leadership, tight budgets and under-staffing with 

multiple conflicts between offices and divisions, many due to conflicting mandates. i've seen 

first-hand and agree wholeheartedly with the Sierra Club's statements, "The chronic 

understaffing and underfunding leads to ineffectiveness and institutional frustration.  The loss of 

institutional knowledge has led to a serious degradation of our cultural heritage."  

Because of those reasons, BLNR has been weak on natural and cultural protection issues -- 

issues that will determine whether Hawai`i sinks or swims in a warming world. the Public has 

had to fight too hard, bring too much to light, and spent their volunteer time and effort to bring 

issues to the fore that the agency should be doing on its own, guided by a strong, visionary, 

dedicated leader. Ms Chang is not that leader. 

Please say "NO" to her nomination as chair of the all-important BLNR. 

Mahalo and sincerely,  

janice palma-glennie 

kailua-kona 



 



Aloha e Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the WTL Committee,

Testimony in OPPOSITION to GM516.

I am concerned that the nominee has a litany of conflicts of interest and
perceived conflicts that, as seen in Chairʻs self-recusal during the March 24,
2023 BLNR hearing on Mauna Kea Management Plan (Item K-1), GM516 will
need to recuse herself very often and on very pivotal decisions.

This adds additional burden to the other members of the BLNR to carry the
weight of the Chair in decision making, running the meetings, as well as limits the
board in one less perspective, voice and vote. The Directorʻs employment
kuleana is to Chair the BLNR meetings, however in the case of many potential
recusals, her kuleana will need to be shouldered by another volunteer board
member. This is problematic for this position.

Mahalo for considering this, among the other reasons given in additional
testimony, for WTL committee to not recommend Advise and Consent of GM 516.

Thank you,

Laura Acasio, Hilo Hawaii
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Comments:  

Dear Senate Committee on Water and Land, 

During the upcoming hearing on GM 516, it would be most helpful for the public to understand 

the nominee's hindsight on major concerns related to past actions and decision making by the 

nominee: 

• Advice given to Kawaiaha'o Church to avoid an archeological inventory survey, which 

resulted in protracted litigation and the disturbance of hundreds of burials. 

• Submitting a management plan to the BLNR for the Mauna Kea Conservation District 

that was deficient in the sections on natural and cultural management, decommissioning, 

and public access, and ignoring detailed advice provided by scientists, cultural 

practitioners and DLNR staff on preparing the plan. 

Mahalo for your consideration in allowing full and transparent discussion of these major 

concerns associated with this nominee. 

 



Edna Kealohapauole Ho’okano Shiroma 
45-059 KaHanahou Circle 
Kaneohe, HI  96744 
 
Dear Committee Members,  
 
My name is Edna Kealohapauole Ho’okano Shiroma, mother to Dawn Chang.  I am a Native 
Hawaiian, and I come from the Ho’okano ‘ohana from Kahaluu who were taro farmers and 
fishermen.  I am here to support Dawn’s nomination for Chairperson, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources.   
 
The public knows her as Dawn, but to me she is Naomi.  Her father was Walter Shiroma; he 
served in the military.  Naomi grew up in Kaneohe, she is the eldest of five children.  She 
attended He’eia Elementary then graduated from St. Andrews Priory.  She attended college 
in the mainland then came home to attend UH Manoa where she graduated with her 
masters in social work.  She later attended law school at the Richardson School of Law. 
 
My husband and I instilled the importance of family, community and state to our children.  
Naomi has always felt the need to serve our community and help Native Hawaiians.  My 
Ho’okano ‘ohana has kuleana lands up mauka in Kahaluu as well as land near the ocean by 
St. Johns by the Sea.  Naomi has always valued and protected my family’s kuleana land and 
has fought to preserve the land.  
 
I know she will make a good chairperson for DLNR because she has the values and integrity 
to protect the ocean and all its resources.  I am proud that she values education and is 
setting a good example for young girls, especially native Hawaiians who want to be leaders 
in our community and for Hawaii. 
 
I strongly support her nomination for the Chairperson of Department of Land and Natural 
Resources.  I thank Governor Green for having the confidence in Naomi to do what is 
needed to ensure our resources are protected for Hawaii. 
 
Mahalo nui loa,  
Edna Shiroma  



Lynn Shiroma 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
My name is Lynn Shiroma, I am writing in support of Dawn Chang for the Chairperson, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources.  I am one of her younger sisters, currently 
retired from Hawaiian Telcom after 33 years of service. 
 
I believe my sister will do an outstanding job as Chairperson.  She has always put the 
people and community first and has our best interest.  Throughout her life she has faced 
difficult situations and decisions and has always tried to do what was best.  I have admired 
her dedication to her profession while always raising a family.   
 
I believe the state needs someone who will do what is right even when it is difficult.  She 
has a passion for helping other, especially Hawaiians.  I know she has worked so hard in 
her career and will do what is right for the people of Hawaii. 
 
I am unable to attend her confirmation in person; therefore, I am providing written 
testimony.  Please accept my letter in support of her nomination for Chairperson for the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Thank you, 
Lynn Shiroma 



725 Kapiolani Blvd, Suite C400 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 

 
 
 

Testimony before the Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Senator Lorraine Inouye – Chair  

 
Relating to the Nomination of  

Dawn Chang, Director, Department of Land and Natural Resources  
March 31, 2023 at 1:00 pm 

 
 
Madame Chairperson and members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Jennifer Sabas, and I am pleased to submit testimony in strong support of Dawn 
Chang to serve as Director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  She is seasoned, 
experienced, never shies away from tough issues, and will always balance the interests with the 
best of Hawaii in mind. 
 
I first met and had the opportunity to work with Dawn when she served as the Deputy Attorney 
General assigned to the return of Kahoolawe.  I was working for U.S Senator Dan Inouye and 
part of the legislative team navigating the island’s return.  Emotions were running high. There 
was significant funding required, and a maze of legal and legislation to complete.  Dawn was 
firm, and resolute in her negotiations on behalf of the State of Hawaii, but with the mutual goal 
of returning Kahoolawe.   
 
In the years that followed, Dawn assisted many organizations and communities with her fair 
and knowledgeable facilitation - from the Iwi Kupuna along the rail route, to very recently 
assisting Readiness & Environmental Protection Integration (REPI), an expanding DOD program 
in Hawaii, with developing a community outreach strategy.  These were not without a degree of 
difficulty for which she navigated and guided the parties fairly and responsibly.  Dawn is now 
bringing her decades of experience, skills, lessons learned, some painfully so, to public service 
and the people of Hawaii.   
 
In writing my testimony and thinking about Dawn, it reminded me of our beloved Hawaii Island 
Mayor Billy Kenoi - “It’s not No-Can, but How-Can.” I recommend Dawn Chang to serve as the 
Director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources fully and without reservation. 
 
Aloha, 
Jennifer Sabas 
Owner and President 
Kaimana Hila 
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Comments:  

I am writing in protest against the appointment of Ms. Dawn Chang for the position of 

Chairperson on the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

The Chairperson of the DLNR has stewardship over both the natural and cultural resources of the 

Hawaiian Islands. It is a position that should be filled by someone whose environmental 

sensitivity, cultural sensitivity, honesty and moral integrity is beyond question. In my opinion, 

Ms. Chang does not qualify. 

Ms. Chang supposedly helped to write the burial laws for Hawaiʻi. She subsequently advised, 

encouraged and aided Kawaiahaʻo Church, for the purpose of new construction, in a deliberate 

move to circumvent the very laws she helped to create for the protection of burials. A judge had 

ordered that, by law, the church must conduct an Archeological Inventory Survey before any 

construction began. Ms. Chang advised and aided the church to circumvent this law by seeking a 

Blanket Disenternment Permit for Unknown Burials from the Department of Health. As a result, 

disenternment began. It was not until an Intermediate Court of Appeals ruling that excavations 

stopped, but the greatest damage had already occured. Her actions resulted in hundreds of 

historic graves being desecrated and the disenterment of hundreds of human remains. It is 

obvious that, anyone who actually cared about cultural resources would never have given the 

church such terrible advice. 

I would further like to remind all legislators and state government officials, that as a country we 

now face terrible threats to democracy on a national level due to people in government with no 

real public concern, no moral fiber, and no common decency who lie with ease and who are not 

being held accountable for their actions. It is therefore more important than ever that people can 

look to their state government and count on public concern, truth, integrity and an investment in 

what is morally right. Please faithfully fulfill the roles for which you have been elected and do 

not approve the appointment of Ms. Dawn Chang as chairperson of the DLNR 

  

 



BIN C. LI, ESQ. 
P.O. Box 3505 

Honolulu, Hawai’i 96811 
(808) 358-2040, bincli@msn.com 

 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senate Committee on Water and Land 
The Thirty-Second Legislature 
State of Hawai’i 
 
March 6, 2023 
 
 Subject: GM516 – In Support of Nomination of Dawn Chang as BLNR Chairperson 
 
Dear Honorable Senator Inouye:  
 

I write you this letter to express my strong support of the nomination of Ms. Dawn 
Chang as the Chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural Resources.  

 
I am an attorney at law licensed in the States of Hawai’i and California. I have been 

employed with DLNR for 17 years, 15 years of that period as its Administrative Proceedings 
Coordinator in the Office of the Chairperson. In this position, I have closely worked with DLNR’s 
Chairpersons and their Deputies and am familiar with DLNR’s mission, business and daily 
operation. My job duties include the management of three administrative actions at DLNR: 1) 
contested case proceedings, 2) the Uniform Information Practices Act (UIPA) proceedings, and 
3) the Civil Resource Violations System.  
 
 In my official capacity, I am familiar with Ms. Chang’s previous work with DLNR as a 
hearing officer in our contested cases. I was personally involved in selecting her as the hearing 
officer in four contested cases. I personally know each of those cases and their proceedings and 
filings, including Ms. Chang’s proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law. I found Ms. 
Chang to be a fair, unbiased, detailed-oriented and professional arbiter in those cases. In my 
opinion, her case reports are articulate, comprehensive, considerate of competing viewpoints, 
and both factually and legally sound.  
 
 Since her nomination and appointment in December 2022, I’ve had the opportunity to 
work with her and can testify that she is very devoted to and passionate of this job. In addition, 
she demonstrated her deep knowledge of the issues faced by DLNR and proactively approached 
them. In particular, she shows deep concerns about DLNR’s enforcement actions and has come 
up with some specific ideas of gearing up DLNR’s enforcement.  
 
 I believe Ms. Chang is the right person for the job. DLNR and the State and its people are 
fortunate to have such a well-qualified leader and uniquely-suited expert in natural and cultural 
resources management and enforcement.  



 
 Again, please vote YES for Dawn Chang’s nomination as BLNR’s Chairperson. Mahalo nui 
loa for your consideration! 
 
      Very Truly Yours,  
 
 
 
      Bin C. Li, Esq. 
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Comments:  

Aloha. I am opposed to the appointment of Dawn Chang to lead the Dept of Land and Natural 

Resources. Ms. Chang engineered the desecration of hundreds of iwi kūpuna at Kawaiahao 

Church as a paid consultant. Dawn Chang advised the church to circumvent the burial laws 

resulting in the digging up, the desecration and the disturbance of over 700 iwi kupuna burials. 

Dawn Chang knew better. Dawn Chang knows better. Dawn Chang decided to break the law 

anyway.  

On behalf of the hundreds of iwi kupuna who have been waiting for more than 12 years to rest in 

peace and the families who continue to suffer in pain and heartache for their kūpuna, do not 

allow Dawn Chang one more minute to lead this department which has the responsiblity 

of protecting and caring for our kūpuna to the highest degree of pono. Dawn Chang has 

shown that she is not capable of following the burial laws or upholding this important 

responsibility. Our kūpuna deserve much better. Mahalo. Kamuela Kala'i 
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Comments:  

ANOTHER HUGE MISTAKE.  ANOTHER CORPORATE SHILL. 

I'M NOT SURE HOW YOUR SO-CALLED "LEADERS", DELACRUZ, KIDANI AND 

KOUCHI HAVE INSTRUCTED YOU TO VOTE,BUT MS. CHANG NEEDS TO BE SENT 

PACKING. 

NO MORE CORPORATE SHILLS!!!! 

  

MAHALO 

Mark A. Koppel 

Umauma 
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Comments:  

I support and believe Dawn Chang is qualified to be chair of DLNR.   Her professional 

background is just something she has worked hard for and has given her a strong background for 

the work to come.   It is my belief that it is her character and her ethics will take her even 

farther.   That is not something anyone can possess.   She is full of heart, humility, compassion, 

wisdom,  and knowledge.    
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Comments:  

To the Senate Committee on Water and Land, 

I am writing to oppose the confirmation of DAWN CHANG as the Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Nancy Pisicchio 

Keauhou, Hawaii 
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Comments:  

I oppose the confirmation of Dawn Chang. 

 



My name is Edward Halealoha Ayau, Executive Director of Hui Iwi Kuamo‘o, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the repatriation and reburial of ancestral Hawaiian skeletal remains and funerary objects. 

Without hesitation, I oppose the confirmation of Ms Dawn Chang for Chair of DLNR.

I helped organize efforts to sign two petitions, an on-line petition through Change.org, which garnered 
923 signatures and 82 comments in opposition to Ms Chang’s confirmation and a hard copy petition, 
which has 56 signatures in opposition to Ms. Chang’s confirmation.  

I have attached the 4 aforementioned documents as part of my testimony to demonstrate that nearly 
1,000 people opposed Ms Chang’s confirmation based on the following: 

1) A Pro-Development Consultant should not lead DLNR if land, water and ocean are to be 
protected. Then Senator Josh Green courageously raised the same concern in 2015 regarding 
DLNR nominee Carleton Ching who was not confirmed, yet ironically now governor Green 
nominates a candidate with far worse credentials regarding the protection and preservation of 
natural and cultural resources.

2) Ms Chang advised her client Kawaiaha‘o Church to circumvent the law for which the Hawaii 
Intermediate Court of Appeals ruled against the action which resulted in nearly 900 ancestral 
skeletal remains being unnecessarily disinterred, the majority of whom are still awaiting reburial 
while Ms Chang has moved on to seek higher office.

3) In an enforcement case involving the bulldozing of 60 ancestral burial sites at Mapulehu, 
Molokai, then Attorney General Dawn Chang failed to uphold the law letting the violator off with 
a minimal fine when she was facing fines up to $600,000 for the violations.

4) As a private consultant, Ms Chang submitted an inadequate Comprehensive Management Plan 
for Mauna Kea, falsely claiming she consulted with cultural and environmental parties and then 
failed to include an already developed natural resource plan, which the DLNR had to require her 
to include. Chang’s actions are particularly telling with regards to her lack of character vis-à-vis 
the land and natural resources of Hawai‘i and consistent with her pro development stance.

5) The bottom line issue is this nominee has repeatedly failed to uphold the integrity of law and 
failed repeatedly to honestly and accurately represent Hawaiian cultural interests codified in the 
law. This is not about Ms Chang’s (1) gender or her (2) ethnicity--- it is about her lack of (3) 
integrity to uphold the law for all.

6) Ms Chang’s past work experience creates several conflicts of interest for her in terms of burials, 
certain water issues and Maunakea and proceeding to confirm her given these conflicts seriously 
undermines public confidence in the legislative process and this administration.

7) The Governor should have exercised the wisdom to have nominated Deputy Laura Ka‘akua as 
the DLNR Chairperson, since she clearly meets all three criteria.



Kūʻe Petition to Oppose Confirmation 
of Dawn Chang (as Chair of DLNR) 

 
 
Hui Iwi Kuamoʻo started this petition 

We the undersigned, oppose the Senate’s confirmation of DAWN CHANG, nominee 
for the Chair of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) based 
upon serious concerns as to the integrity of her character and ability to uphold the 
law. We respectfully request Governor Green to withdraw DAWN CHANG’s name 
and nominate a person who demonstrates (1) respect for the law; (2) awareness of 
Hawaiian culture; and (3) character of the highest morality and integrity. Our 
opposition is based on the following record of Ms Chang’s disturbing behavior: 

1. Governor Green should not nominate a pro-development Consultant 

In 2015 then Senator Josh Green said in his opposition to the DLNR Chair nominee 
Carleton Ching, “We need a Director of DLNR who has a proven record of fighting 
to protect and preserve our natural and cultural resources, not a career lobbyist 
for the development industry who has a record of calling for the elimination of 
cultural and environmental protections,” Green said. “This nomination is the 
wrong choice for Hawai‘i, and we should not move forward with it.” Indeed, Dawn 
Chang also lacks “a proven record of fighting to protect and preserve our natural 
and cultural resources” and like Carleton Ching, she is “the wrong choice for 
Hawai‘i.” Dawn Chang worked for General Growth Properties, Howard Hughes, 
McNaughton Group, Outrigger, Sandwich Isles, Turtle Bay, and Cades Schutte. She 
worked on the Walmart Ke‘eaumoku project, the Lāna‘i big wind project, the 
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comprehensive management plan for Mauna Kea, and rail. She is a developer’s 
consultant. Her job has been to obtain community support for development 
projects. There were highly qualified candidates who demonstrated clear 
awareness of the law, strong personal principles and integrity for the proper 
stewardship of our ʻāina, wai, and iwi kūpuna on the short list for the Governor’s 
selection. He chose the candidate that has proven repeatedly that she will sell her 
influence to a developer. 

2. Dawn Chang Advised Her Client to Circumvent the Law. 

In 2005, Ms Chang advised Kawaiahaʻo Church to circumvent the historic 
preservation law. Although the law required that the Church prepared an 
archaeological inventory survey, Chang used her connections as a former deputy 
attorney general to secure a closed-door meeting with officials at the State Historic 
Preservation Division. She helped persuade state officials to circumvent the law 
and use an expedited process. As a result, hundreds of iwi kūpuna were unlawfully 
removed at a cost of sixteen million dollars. The ancestral remains have not yet 
been reburied. 

3. Mapulehu Burials (60 Individuals Disturbed) 

In 1991, there was a disturbance of at least 60 burials at Mapulehu, Molokai. An 
investigation was conducted. As Deputy Attorney General, Ms Chang was charged 
with enforcing the legal protections afforded to iwi kūpuna in which violators who 
cause burial disturbances are held accountable via civil fines and other forms of 
punishment. 

HRS Chapter 6E-11 provides a civil fine of up to $10,000 for burial disturbance and 
the minimum number of individuals disturbed at Mapulehu was 60. The maximum 
fine faced by the violator therefore was $600,000. State Historic Preservation 
Division staffer Edward Halealoha Ayau recommended a fine of $300,000. Chang 
ignored his recommendation. 

Rather than uphold the letter of the law to protect unmarked burial sites, Ms 
Chang imposed a fine equal to a single violation ($10,000) and community service 
hours. 



4. Maunakea Comprehensive Management Plan 

In 2009, as principal of Kuʻiwalu Consulting, Ms. Chang was charged with 
developing the Mauna Kea Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP). Ms. Chang 
drafted and presented an inaccurate CMP. After a public hearing before the BLNR 
in Hilo with dozens of public testifiers -- including Sierra Club members pointing 
out the plan’s deficiencies. The BLNR members determined that the CMP was 
insufficient because it lacked critical management policies and approved the plan 
with reservations. In summary, Ms. Chang prepared a wholly inadequate plan for 
managing Mauna Kea that lacked basic provisions for natural and cultural 
management, decommissioning, and public access. BLNR determined that the 
plan was deficient. The delay in approving the missing critical pieces of the plan led 
to delays in the Conservation District Use Permit Application for the TMT 
construction, and the process by which it was drafted and approved undermined 
the public's trust in BLNR and the University of Hawai'i. 

5. Lack of Integrity is the Issue, Not Race or Gender 

The misguided narrative that emphasizes Ms Chang’s nomination as an uplift to 
Hawaiian women ignores the third most important component: righteousness. 
There are many wāhine mana and kāne who meet all three criteria. Unfortunately, 
in his failed wisdom, the Governor choose to ignore pono in this nominee’s 
character. We require it. Our opposition is not about race or gender, it is about the 
lack of integrity: 
 



Name City State Postal CodeCountry Signed On
Edward Ayau Hilo HI 96720 US 1/13/2023
Megan wong Lihue HI 96766 US 1/13/2023
Lani Eckart-Dodd Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/13/2023
Desiree Moana Cruz Hilo HI 96720 US 1/13/2023
Victoria Kneubuhl Waimea HI 96743 US 1/13/2023
Diane Fitzsimmons Kamananui, WaialuHI 96791 US 1/13/2023
Jamison Rosehill Hilo HI 96720 US 1/13/2023
Kepā Maly Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/13/2023
mary drayer Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/13/2023
Mana Caceres Kapolei 96707 US 1/13/2023
Gina Vasconcellos Lanai HI 96763 US 1/13/2023
Kamaliikupono Hanohano 'Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/13/2023
Summer Fukumitsu Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/13/2023
Eric Wada Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/13/2023
Summer Fukumitsu Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/13/2023
Russell Oleyer Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/13/2023
Sierrah Gaxiola Lake Elsinore 92530 US 1/13/2023
1122 Ali Manhattan Beach 90266 US 1/13/2023
Bristol Snail Kenai 99611 US 1/13/2023
Janice Toma Shiira Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/13/2023
Yogi Koutaro ヒロ HI 96720 US 1/13/2023
Anders Mattsson Åkersberga 18441 Sweden 1/13/2023
Patricia Ramirez Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/13/2023
Kehaunani Abad Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/13/2023
Mahealani Mcclellan Kailua HI 96734 US 1/13/2023
Maya Kubajima Mattsson Ramlösa Sweden 1/13/2023
Julie Higa US 1/13/2023
Lili’u Tomasello Waimanalo HI 96795 US 1/13/2023
Makoa Caceres Waianae HI 96792 US 1/13/2023
Roxane Keli’ikipikāneokolohaka Hilo HI 96720 US 1/13/2023
Chanel Makepa-Wong Kailua HI 96734 US 1/13/2023
Sonrisa Stepath Lihue HI 96766 US 1/13/2023
Alexander Akau Kailua HI 96733 US 1/13/2023
David Kopper Honolulu HI 96814 US 1/13/2023
June Eckart Kailua HI 96734 US 1/13/2023
Sheila Okin Kailua HI 96734 US 1/13/2023
Nicholas Tomasello Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/13/2023
Caroline Barbeau Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/13/2023
Mark Rogers Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/13/2023
Maki Morinoue Holualoa HI 96725 US 1/13/2023
Aloha Spencer Kapolei HI 96707 US 1/13/2023
Kahele Dukelow Kahului HI 96732 US 1/13/2023
Walter Ritte Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/13/2023
Raymond Galdeira Bellflower CA 90707 US 1/13/2023
Pat Flynn Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/14/2023
PAUL ROBINSON Kahului HI 96732 US 1/14/2023



Mary Metcalf Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/14/2023
Brandon Ing Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/14/2023
Ted Tokumine Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/14/2023
Jeff Wallis Minneapolis MN 55414 US 1/14/2023
Michelle Soto Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/14/2023
mark koppel hakalau HI 96710 US 1/14/2023
Joy Kaaz Los Angeles CA 90060 US 1/14/2023
Tanya Naehu Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/14/2023
Sean Andrade KalÄheo HI 96741 US 1/14/2023
Misha Lococo Kula HI 96790 US 1/14/2023
Stephen Behee Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/14/2023
Lynette Cruz Waianae HI 96792 US 1/14/2023
Adam Miyashiro Philadelphia PA 19148 US 1/14/2023
Peter Tarson Hyde Park 12538 US 1/14/2023
Jonathan Lin Seattle US 1/14/2023
Deja Horne Delray Beach 33445 US 1/14/2023
Nargis Zaib 719 bridgeway Drive maryville37801 US 1/14/2023
Kara Kelai Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/14/2023
Marjorie Erway Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/14/2023
Shari Martin Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/14/2023
Valerie Leonard monroe NJ 8831 US 1/14/2023
Bobby Kamakele KalÄheo HI 96741 US 1/15/2023
nancy perry Kailua HI 96734 US 1/15/2023
Laura Palea Waianae HI 96792 US 1/15/2023
Bob DOUGLAS Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Shelley Muneoka Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/15/2023
Selina Higa Waipahu HI 96797 US 1/15/2023
Byron Shimabukuro Makawao HI 96768 US 1/15/2023
laura paul Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/15/2023
Leimamo Kuahuia Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/15/2023
Noelani Ahia Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Ilima Long Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/15/2023
Kū’ike Kamakea-ʻŌhelo Waimanalo HI 96795 US 1/15/2023
Iolana Brewster Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Gerry Kaeo Kihei HI 96753 US 1/15/2023
Noelani Paresa Kahului HI 96732 US 1/15/2023
Lanwood Aperto Colorado Springs CO 80908 US 1/15/2023
Kimberly Makaneole Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/15/2023
Amy Stephens Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/15/2023
Tom Peek Volcano HI 96785 US 1/15/2023
John Miller Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Scott Wong Manoa HI 96822 US 1/15/2023
Jan Ornelas Kihei HI 96753 US 1/15/2023
Millie Almony-Leong Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/15/2023
Kim Markham Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/15/2023
Christine Holt Kapolei HI 96707 US 1/15/2023
Cameron Ahia Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/15/2023



Kyle Kajihiro honolulu HI 96822 US 1/15/2023
Micky Huihui Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/15/2023
Sheena Paaoao Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/15/2023
Myko Zee Kahului HI 96732 US 1/15/2023
Lona Kainoa Evans GA 30809 US 1/15/2023
consuelo apolo-gonsalves Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/15/2023
Stephen Hart Makawao HI 96768 US 1/15/2023
Arnie Kotler Kihei HI 96753 US 1/15/2023
Luwella Leonardi Waianae, Hawaii HI 96792 US 1/15/2023
Nalani Kaneakua Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/15/2023
Shaylyn Kimura Kilauea HI 96754 US 1/15/2023
Deanna Jaeger Mountain View HI 96771 US 1/15/2023
Paul Hanada Kula HI 96790 US 1/15/2023
Chris Kahunahana Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/15/2023
Terry Miller Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Edward Lapsley Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/15/2023
Kimo Cashman Wahiawa HI 96786 US 1/15/2023
Tiffnie Kakalia Hilo HI 96729 US 1/15/2023
Sheri Wahinekapu Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Ursula Chong Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Sharon Kershner Waimanalo HI 96795 US 1/15/2023
Lynn Walther Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/15/2023
charla Crabbe Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Deborah Hauanio Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Kēhaulani Fergerstrom Kāneohe 96744 US 1/15/2023
Victoria White Mililani Town HI 96789 US 1/15/2023
Debra Lee-Jackson Huleia HI 96766 US 1/15/2023
LARRY DUQUE âAiea HI 96701 US 1/15/2023
Greg Henkel Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Lavie Raymond Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/15/2023
julee Mccarty Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
David Scroggins Milton KY 40045 US 1/15/2023
Yumiko Freeman Makawao HI 96768 US 1/15/2023
Purdyka Wahilani Waianae HI 96792 US 1/15/2023
Stephanie Lauifi Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/15/2023
Kamuela Mawae Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Shannon Rudolph Holualoa HI 96725 US 1/15/2023
Colleen Thomas Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Monica Crabbe Kula HI 96790 US 1/15/2023
Ioane Ioane Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Peter Gonsalves Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/15/2023
Katrina Ahia Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Linsay Preston Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Donna Grabow Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Sharon Willeford Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Dea Rackley Whittier CA 90606 US 1/15/2023
Kelli Totten Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/15/2023



Cindy Manaois Honolulu HI 96825 US 1/15/2023
Deborah Ward Kurtistown HI 96760 US 1/15/2023
Mimi Forsyth Waipahu HI 96797 US 1/15/2023
Walter Dudley Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Christine Ahia Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/15/2023
Kami carter Waimea HI 96743 US 1/15/2023
Marinella Savarese Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
LeAura Kahaunaele Fresno CA 93710 US 1/15/2023
Koko Johnson Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/15/2023
Michael Ducheneau Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/15/2023
Skye Kamaunu Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Cam Bomberry Guelph N1L Canada 1/15/2023
Robert M Petricci Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/15/2023
Kathy Jones Madera CA 93637 US 1/15/2023
Dr A H Lui Ocean View HI 96737 US 1/15/2023
Christopher Dean Kapaau HI 96755 US 1/15/2023
Nick Cleveland Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/15/2023
Koohan Paik Kukuihaele HI 96754 US 1/15/2023
Judith Lyon Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/15/2023
Regina Gregory Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/15/2023
Carla Dudoit 'Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/15/2023
Ronald Fujiyoshi Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Dawn Gambone Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Mary True Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Merle Hayward Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Mo Snell Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Debbie Hecht Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Jodi Mercier Kealakekua HI 96750 US 1/15/2023
Athena Panagos Bellingham WA 98226 US 1/15/2023
Lei Niheu Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/15/2023
Kaiulani Lambert Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/15/2023
Therese Dickerson Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/15/2023
Patrick Durkin Hanalei HI 96714 US 1/15/2023
Naha AuHoonHuckaba Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/15/2023
Michele Herras-Fazzi Marysville CA 95901 US 1/15/2023
Paul Kuykendall Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/15/2023
Theodosia Colgan Namauu Chesapeake VA 23320 US 1/15/2023
Rossa Socco Santa Cruz CA 95062 US 1/15/2023
Lori-Dee Paulo-Robb San Antonio TX 78230 US 1/15/2023
Michael Kioni Dudley Kapolei HI 96707 US 1/15/2023
Georgia Pinsky Kaupo HI 96713 US 1/15/2023
Catherine Kealiinohomoku (Cathcart) Sunnyvale CA 94095 US 1/15/2023
Catherine Robbins Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Sally Moser Moser Knoxville 37932 US 1/15/2023
Elizabeth Hansen Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/15/2023
Carmen Cepeda Miami 33165 US 1/15/2023
Christopher Silliman Kershaw 29067 US 1/15/2023



Merci Jackson Norcross 30093 US 1/15/2023
Errin Kelso Peoria 85383 US 1/15/2023
Geoffrey Shaw Keaau HI 96749 US 1/15/2023
DAWNA HOOPII Puunene HI 6784 US 1/15/2023
Catherine Amolsch Honoka'a HI 96727 US 1/15/2023
Claire Shimabukuro Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/15/2023
Rosalina Lopez Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/15/2023
Iokepa Kaolulo-kaeo Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Jaime Funakoshi Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Erik Funakoshi Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023
Shari Olander Keaau HI 96749 US 1/15/2023
Kaumakaiwa Kanaka’ole Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Sandra Abejon Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023
Jeanne Wheeler Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/15/2023
Candace Fujikane Honolulu HI 96744 US 1/15/2023
Ingrid Peterson Kailua HI 96734 US 1/16/2023
Colehour Bondera Honaunau HI 96726 US 1/16/2023
Michael Tada Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/16/2023
lorna brown Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Kate Winter US 1/16/2023
Charles Langlas Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/16/2023
Andrea Dias Pearl City HI 96782 US 1/16/2023
Moriah Kramer Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Elton Magallanes Kapolei HI 96707 US 1/16/2023
Lawrence Ford Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Michael Keller Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
tina kekoolani Kula HI 96790 US 1/16/2023
Merle Pak Kailua HI 96734 US 1/16/2023
Mary Ann Cayetano Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/16/2023
Megrez Mraz Kailua KOna HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Sylvia Dolena Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/16/2023
Tom Coffman Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/16/2023
Pedro Tama Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Jazi Gersi Kihei HI 96753 US 1/16/2023
Esther Shimazu Kailua HI 96734 US 1/16/2023
Rain Wright Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/16/2023
Joyce Wond Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/16/2023
Julie Paul Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/16/2023
Lynlie Waiamau Koloa HI 96756 US 1/16/2023
Makanani Kaaua Hilo HI 96720 US 1/16/2023
Robert Evans Erie PA 16507 US 1/16/2023
Pedro Maynes Honolulu HI 968167 US 1/16/2023
Bobbie Flowers Port Jefferson Station 11776 US 1/16/2023
Rebekah Seal_Laplante Pepeekeo HI 96783 US 1/16/2023
Susan Tanaka Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
James Langtad Compton CA 90220 US 1/16/2023
Wynette Amazona Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023



Lisa Pai Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/16/2023
Dana DiNunzio Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Patricia Ravarra Honoka'a HI 96727 US 1/16/2023
David Hewahewa Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/16/2023
Louise Simrell Honokaa HI 96727 US 1/16/2023
Constance Keoahunui Uale WarringtonHonolulu HI 96817 US 1/16/2023
Beth Block Keaau HI 96749 US 1/16/2023
Kristine Kubat Hilo HI 96720 US 1/16/2023
Rena Blumberg Kihei HI 96753 US 1/16/2023
Cory Harden Hilo HI 96720 US 1/16/2023
dolores burke castro valley CA 94552 US 1/16/2023
Sherri Thal Keaau HI 96749 US 1/16/2023
Peter Brooks Lehi UT 84043 US 1/16/2023
Connie Chun Mililani HI 96789 US 1/16/2023
Don Fujiyama Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/16/2023
Christopher McCullough Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/16/2023
Amanda Gibbs Keaau HI 96749 US 1/16/2023
Geoffrey Kern Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/16/2023
H Doug Matsuoka Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/16/2023
Ellen Okuma Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/16/2023
José García Mendoza Salt Lake City 84109 US 1/16/2023
Charles Rutkowski Alexandria 22314 US 1/16/2023
Konaneakamahina Awo wailuku HI 96793 US 1/16/2023
David Contreras Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/16/2023
Yuki Lyons Kailua-Kona HI 96739 US 1/16/2023
Una Greenaway Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/16/2023
Ashley Lindsey Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/16/2023
James Rodrigues Waianae HI 96792 US 1/16/2023
Mele McPherson Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Jean Jewell Holualoa HI 96725 US 1/16/2023
Christine Hanohano Humble TX 77346 US 1/16/2023
Harry Johnson Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/16/2023
fred & eva hofer kurtistown HI 96760 US 1/16/2023
John Kaneholani Los Angeles CA 90044 US 1/16/2023
Jasper Moore Hilo HI 96720 US 1/16/2023
MARK MILLER Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Viola Kaupu Honaunau HI 96726 US 1/16/2023
Shayna Podlewski Makawao HI 96768 US 1/16/2023
Mary Ann Kahana Hana HI 96713 US 1/16/2023
Stefanie Delmont Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/16/2023
Mel Wildman Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/17/2023
Pi'imauna Aiwohi Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/17/2023
Earl Keouakalanikupuapa Ikaika Lani nu   Kealakekua Kona HI 96750 US 1/17/2023
Sione Funaki Laʻiewai HI US 1/17/2023
Ayumi Jai Pukalani HI 96768 US 1/17/2023
Robert Baker Elyria OH 44035 US 1/17/2023
James Zampathas Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/17/2023



Jae Hughes Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/17/2023
Kevin Landers Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/17/2023
Gladys Bransford Little River CA 95456 US 1/17/2023
Jeannine Johnson Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/17/2023
Barbara Toles Carson CA 90746 US 1/17/2023
Justin Bingle Hilo HI 96720 US 1/17/2023
Douglas Nabeshima Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/17/2023
Tracey Taylor Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/17/2023
Deborah Mader Kihei HI 96753 US 1/17/2023
Robin Knox Kiehi HI 96753 US 1/17/2023
Trinette Furtado Kula HI 96790 US 1/17/2023
Marcia Timboy Hilo HI 96720 US 1/17/2023
Christopher Kasak Haiku HI 96708 US 1/17/2023
Jonnette Kimbrel Kahului HI 96732 US 1/17/2023
Laurie Avilla Lihue HI 96766 US 1/17/2023
Sierra Knight Sacramento CA 95820 US 1/17/2023
Georgina Mano` Lahaina HI 96761Hi US 1/17/2023
Kayla Shaw Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/17/2023
Jim Kraus Honolulu HI 96821 US 1/17/2023
Diana Ono Gardena CA 90247 US 1/17/2023
Sharron Gonzalez Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/17/2023
Erin Coscio Saint Paul MN 55105 US 1/17/2023
Ramona Hussey Honolulu HI 96734 US 1/17/2023
Sandi Ioakimi Kihei HI 96753 US 1/17/2023
C Maumau Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/17/2023
Ellen Keehan Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/17/2023
william gibbs Belfair WA 98528 US 1/17/2023
Sahra Indio Honolulu HI 96814 US 1/17/2023
Heidi Johansen Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/17/2023
Randyl Rupar Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/17/2023
Herb Martinez South Pasadena CA 91030 US 1/17/2023
Jennifer Ruggles Mt. view HI 96771 US 1/17/2023
Non Don South Pasadena CA 91030 US 1/17/2023
Barbara Penn Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/17/2023
Roy Eaton Ocean View HI 96737 US 1/18/2023
Michelle Steuermann Kula HI 96790 US 1/18/2023
Kenneth Akimseu Whittier CA 90606 US 1/18/2023
Lisa Vail Kailua Kona 96740 US 1/18/2023
Gary Haynes Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/18/2023
Ruben Segoviano Avondale AZ 85392 US 1/18/2023
Chenin Connole Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/18/2023
Denise Medeiros Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/18/2023
Lawrence Rose Hoopuloa HI 96704 US 1/18/2023
Dane Maxwell Makawao HI 96768 US 1/18/2023
Jaylynn Reyes KalÄheo HI 96741 US 1/18/2023
Beau Schutte Waimea HI 96743 US 1/18/2023
JacquieMarie Johnson Hilo HI 96720 US 1/18/2023



April Pascubillo Kamuela HI 96743 US 1/18/2023
Nicholas Rulli Los Angeles 90026 US 1/18/2023
Lawrence Seltzer Queens NY 11365 US 1/18/2023
Robin Kaye Lanai City HI 96763 US 1/18/2023
kainoa kahaunaele Anahola HI 96703 US 1/18/2023
Ezra Bumanglag Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/18/2023
kip Goodwin Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/18/2023
wallace kohashikawa honolulu HI 96818 US 1/18/2023
BEVERLY MENDHEIM Seattle WA 98104 US 1/18/2023
George Jeremias Akao Ka’ahanui iii Waianae HI 96792 US 1/18/2023
Jennifer Ho Hilo HI 96720 US 1/18/2023
Mitcheal Hughes Waverly OH 45690 US 1/19/2023
Larry Parker Koloa HI 96756 US 1/19/2023
Henry Noble Seattle WA 98115 US 1/19/2023
Marina O’Brien-Gamble Pearl City HI 96782 US 1/19/2023
Bonnie Bee Lihue HI 96766 US 1/19/2023
Nobriga Momi Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/19/2023
Stephanie Tabbada naalehu HI 96772 US 1/19/2023
Puanani Rogers Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/19/2023
John Duque 'Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/19/2023
Alex Miller Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/19/2023
Brian Ng Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/19/2023
Fatemeh Fa Cedar Knolls 7927 US 1/19/2023
Azade Azadi New York 10118 US 1/19/2023
Loea Keanaaina Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/19/2023
Charles Reitzner Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/19/2023
Giuliana Gasparin Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/19/2023
Maile Kaopua Waimanalo HI 96795 US 1/19/2023
April Vera Cruz Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/19/2023
Leslie Lockhart Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/19/2023
Katie Kealoha waianae HI 96792 US 1/19/2023
N Marciel Elk Grove CA 95758 US 1/19/2023
Amy Allen Kailua Kona 96740 US 1/19/2023
Keith Wallis Kailua-Kona HI 96755 US 1/19/2023
Lukas Koeck San Diego CA 92121 US 1/19/2023
James Raymond KAILUA HI 96734 US 1/19/2023
Blake McElheny Haleiwa HI 96712 US 1/19/2023
Chelsea Cloutier Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/19/2023
Jody Smith Honolulu HI 96825 US 1/19/2023
Audrey Allencastre Haiku HI 96708 US 1/19/2023
Theresa Pestana Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/19/2023
Suzie Garrett Chico CA 95926 US 1/19/2023
Pono Cummings Kailua HI 96734 US 1/19/2023
William Moekahi Steiner Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Thomas Brennon Honolulu HI 96814 US 1/19/2023
Eleonora Keliipuleole Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/19/2023
Sky wallace Makawao HI 96768 US 1/19/2023



Stephanie Keolanui-Cachola Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/19/2023
Catherine YANAGI Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/19/2023
H Rusina Bend OR 97702 US 1/19/2023
Hannah Tavares Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/19/2023
Nakeisha Jackson-Jenkins Atlanta GA 30349 US 1/19/2023
sina asadi Ashburn 20149 US 1/19/2023
Charlotte Leger Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Malia Haleakala Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Trevor Dunn Spartanburg 29301 US 1/19/2023
Gunnar Fonnest Mineola 11501 US 1/19/2023
Kelly McLain Mobile AL 36693 US 1/19/2023
Marsha Schweitzer Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/19/2023
Amir Mahdi Portland 97207 US 1/19/2023

رضا چ��ا�� محمد Ashburn 20149 US 1/19/2023
Jaime Ribao Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/19/2023
Nolan MALONE Kailua HI 96734 US 1/19/2023
Lovinia Teruya Wailuku HI 96790 US 1/19/2023
Eli Bahrami New York 10013 US 1/19/2023
Hiʻiaka Jardine Kāneʻohe HI 96744 US 1/19/2023
Meysam Shahimi Santa Clara 95052 US 1/19/2023
Mohammad Kamyabi Chicago 60601 US 1/19/2023
Alicia Bolander Chattanooga 37406 US 1/19/2023
Gloria-Ann Muraki Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/19/2023
Meysam Charmchi Atlanta 30303 US 1/19/2023
Sareh Changalvayi Fremont 94536 US 1/19/2023
Gaby Hdz Houston 77074 US 1/19/2023
Lorna Akima Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/19/2023
Bahram Mirsadeghi Sherman Oaks CA 91423 US 1/19/2023
iman enayaty Los Angeles 90012 US 1/19/2023
Ehsan Zare Swedesboro 8085 US 1/19/2023
Sloan Hilton Summerville 29483 US 1/19/2023
Priscilla Endres Colorado Springs 80909 US 1/19/2023
ن�لوفر ن�لوفر Atlanta 30301 US 1/19/2023
Kobra Farhadi Las Vegas 89128 US 1/19/2023
iman ansari Ashburn 20149 US 1/19/2023
SHUANGQING Wang Frisco 75035 US 1/19/2023
jj www milford 13807 US 1/19/2023
Leslie Zeiger Mountain View CA 94040 US 1/19/2023
شا�ان حب�� از �� ش 77442354 US 1/19/2023
Milad B US 1/19/2023
Shayan Lst Ashburn 20149 US 1/19/2023
Victoria Taylor Ferrari Livingston 7039 US 1/19/2023
Harlow Albertsen Dubuque 52001 US 1/19/2023
Hamed Monsef Citrus Heights 95610 US 1/19/2023
atieh hassani Pleasant Hill 94523 US 1/19/2023
Sedi Mohammadian Brampton L6P US 1/19/2023
somayeh khoshnazari Manassas 20109 US 1/19/2023



Shohreh Khalaj US 1/19/2023
shirzad moradpour Santa Clara 95054 US 1/19/2023
Angelica Doyle Rienzi MS 38865 US 1/19/2023
James Stowell Honolulu HI 96808 US 1/19/2023
vhd volvox San Mateo 94402 US 1/19/2023
R Tyler Plainfield 7060 US 1/19/2023
Rebecca Gerken Des moines 98198 US 1/19/2023
Fariborz Badiei Denver 80234 US 1/19/2023
Shohreh Keshtgar Bay Shore NY 11706 US 1/19/2023
Me Me Vincennes 47591 US 1/19/2023
Sepideh Mirzaee Ashburn 20149 US 1/19/2023
Caitlin Peterson Sharon 2067 US 1/19/2023
Kamand Kashi New York 10118 US 1/19/2023
Scott Pham San Diego CA 92131 US 1/19/2023
Dana G. Moss Kapaau HI 96755 US 1/19/2023
Sarah Walling Castleton On Huds NY 12033 US 1/19/2023
Melissa N. El Cerrito CA 94530 US 1/19/2023
Diana beth griffith IN 46319 US 1/19/2023
Koalii Kimokeo Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/19/2023
Brian Behler Baltimore MD 21230 US 1/19/2023
Mara Bacon Chang Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/19/2023
Wei Fang Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/19/2023
Kaʻumi Wengler Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
nadine robertson mountain view HI 96771 US 1/19/2023
Christopher Wong Los Angeles CA 91303 US 1/19/2023
Cyr Pakele Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Mary Doyle Carle Place NY 11514 US 1/19/2023
Joshua Curphey Peterborough PE7 US 1/19/2023
Barb Barry Ha'iku HI 96708 US 1/19/2023
Ethan Porter Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/19/2023
SHARON Anderson Waianae HI 96792 US 1/19/2023
Diane Ware Volcano HI 96785 US 1/19/2023
Kayleen Funaki Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Charles Taylor Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Cy Mullen Selah WA 98942 US 1/19/2023
David Zierott Minneapolis MN 55411 US 1/19/2023
Anna Greene Brooklyn NY 11214 US 1/19/2023
Elaine Belle Spokane WA 99203 US 1/19/2023
Janice Jong Walnut Creek CA 94598 US 1/19/2023
Maluhia Low Honolulu HI 96821 US 1/19/2023
Farah Farahati US 1/19/2023
Vahid Rahimipour Tehran Buy US 1/19/2023
Esmaeil Salkhori New York 10118 US 1/19/2023
ahmad momeni Dallas 75270 US 1/19/2023
Zabby Bagnol Bagnol Santa Ana 92705 US 1/19/2023
زنگنه محمدع�  New York 10013 US 1/19/2023
Katherine Hutchins Phoenix 85050 US 1/19/2023



Mohamed Aboudiwan Staten Island 10312 US 1/19/2023
Paul Wills Haiku HI 96768 US 1/19/2023
Rozha Hm Los Angeles 90017 US 1/19/2023
mahnoosh noori San Jose 95136 US 1/19/2023
Kendrick Collins Harrisburg 17112 US 1/19/2023
Jamon Boone Dallas TX 75211 US 1/19/2023
Ron Nichols Honolulu HI 96825 US 1/19/2023
Brady Cook Leesburg 20176 US 1/19/2023
John Renfrow Long Beach MS 39560 US 1/19/2023
Amir Abedi Santa Clara 95052 US 1/19/2023
ام�� همایون خلج Hillsboro 97129 US 1/19/2023

ندا سلطا�� Los Angeles 90012 US 1/19/2023
Joe Ferri Staten Island 10301 US 1/19/2023
illy lyoussi Queens 11368 US 1/19/2023
Mojtaba Davani Kazerun Mojtaba15 US 1/19/2023
mohamadreza hajian Hillsboro 97129 US 1/19/2023
Maryam Solimani Cedar Knolls 7927 US 1/19/2023
Emily Kandagawa Honolulu HI 96808 US 1/19/2023
Morgan Tolliver Kansas City 64138 US 1/19/2023
Robie Martinez-Diaz McAllen 78501 US 1/19/2023
Vamita Holloway Roseville 48091 US 1/19/2023
Hossein Shabany City of Saint PetersMO 63376 US 1/19/2023
Veronica T. Duarte CA 91010 US 1/19/2023
J Sarsona Waimanalo 96795 US 1/19/2023
Mimi Bluestone New York NY 11215 US 1/19/2023
behnaz torkaman pari US 1/19/2023
Mahsa(Massoumeh) Poorebrahimi Chicago 60616 US 1/19/2023
Kanoa Meriwether Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/19/2023
Tamkeen Gardoon Chantilly 20152 US 1/19/2023
Brandy-Alia Serikaku Hilo HI 96720 US 1/19/2023
Ashley B Waipahu HI 96797 US 1/20/2023
Malialuika Gentry Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/20/2023
Kalei Kahawaii Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/20/2023
Maya von Geldern Portland OR 97217 US 1/20/2023
Ken Takeya Kailua HI 96734 US 1/20/2023
Molly Stribling St Robert 65584 US 1/20/2023
hamed izadi Cambridge 2139 US 1/20/2023
Natalie Dowling Phoenix 85001 US 1/20/2023
Christy Munoz Dallas 75243 US 1/20/2023
Mahvash Hajaghai San Jose 95120 US 1/20/2023
Zahra Rad Seattle 98160 US 1/20/2023
Devin Dixon Boulder CO 80304 US 1/20/2023
Kaitlyn Harris Portland OR 97229 US 1/20/2023
Kongrui Wang Morgantown WV 26508 US 1/20/2023
Shirin Montazeri Altamonte Springs 32714 US 1/20/2023
Shaday Berrios Brownwood 76801 US 1/20/2023
Mahtab Ahmadi Oklahoma City 73112 US 1/20/2023



Zhong Chen Gainesville VA 20155 US 1/20/2023
Jasmine Smith Harrison 45030 US 1/20/2023
Kim Chaperon Pinckney 48169 US 1/20/2023
Sorna javadi Tampa 33637 US 1/20/2023
J Bolthouse Leesburg 20175 US 1/20/2023
Alireza Amani Los Angeles 90060 US 1/20/2023
Maryam Mahmoodi Portland 97207 US 1/20/2023
Masoud Abasi Chicago 60602 US 1/20/2023
Elisa Zare San Leandro 95608 US 1/20/2023
فروغ جلودار Queens NY 11101 US 1/20/2023
Jayme Chambers Philadelphia 19143 US 1/20/2023
Soheila Djavanmard San Diego 92111 US 1/20/2023
RONALD BRICE Schuylerville 12871 US 1/20/2023
Janiya Gray Astoria 11105 US 1/20/2023
Denise Clarke Mount Arlington 7856 US 1/20/2023
Roham Amani Dallas 75270 US 1/20/2023
chedder cheese Santa Maria 93458 US 1/20/2023
Frederika Ebel Flemington NJ 8822 US 1/20/2023
Samir Sanghavi Mountain View 94043 US 1/20/2023
Marina NW Toronto M9N 1J8 US 1/20/2023
Taraneh Taleghani Westminster 92683 US 1/20/2023
Soli Shar Ashburn 20149 US 1/20/2023
Azita Forouzesh San Diego 92129 US 1/20/2023
Adam Turner Jacksonville 32258 US 1/20/2023
edward drinkwater malvern PA 19355-286 US 1/20/2023
Marite Burns Falmouth MA 2540 US 1/20/2023
Kathy McDuff Haiku HI 96708 US 1/20/2023
Kalena Lanuza Ventura 93001 US 1/20/2023
Andrea Decker Mountain View HI 96771 US 1/20/2023
Firoozeh Boloorchi Oakland 94618 US 1/20/2023
Joy Puckett Kahului HI 96732 US 1/20/2023
Danielle Pacific Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023
Dr. Joel Fischer honolulu HI 96816 US 1/20/2023
Mona Maynard Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/20/2023
Joy Loo Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023
Christina Douglas Co. Cork Ireland 1/20/2023
Ku’ulei Domingo Wahiawa HI 96786 US 1/20/2023
Jenna Cobb Covina CA 91723 US 1/20/2023
Mike Maddux Hawi HI 96719 US 1/20/2023
Kennethy Souza Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/20/2023
Kim Falinski Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/20/2023
Kayla Hampton Northampton 6535 Australia 1/20/2023
Robert Slavin Honolulu HI 96814 US 1/20/2023
Uilani Stokes Lanai City HI 96763 US 1/20/2023
Malia Marquez Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/20/2023
joe henderson kingwood TX 77339 US 1/20/2023
Kauhanelani Mossman Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023



Danny Wassman Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/20/2023
Ayano Jeffers-Fabro HI US 1/20/2023
cindy freitas Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/20/2023
Michelle Knoetgen Hill Mililani Town HI 96789 US 1/20/2023
John K Gamman Gamman Santa Cruz CA 95060 US 1/20/2023
Les Hauanio Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/20/2023
Yvonne Johnson Koloa HI 96756 US 1/20/2023
REBECCA KIILI Kula HI 96790 US 1/20/2023
juju juju Naalehu HI 96772 US 1/20/2023
Arminda Hoomanawanui-Sugai Anahola HI 96703 US 1/20/2023
Tasia Learned Mission Viejo CA 92692 US 1/20/2023
Drena Rodrigues Hilo 96720 US 1/20/2023
Simone Derow-Ostapowicz Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/20/2023
Bahman Bb Ashburn 20149 US 1/20/2023
Linda Burnham Larish Kurtistown HI 96760 US 1/20/2023
Michelle Morris Lakeway TX 78738 US 1/20/2023
siamak rad Santa Clara 95052 US 1/20/2023
Reza Ez Ashburn 20149 US 1/20/2023
A A Chicago 60601 US 1/20/2023
david wang Sugar Land 77479 US 1/20/2023
Shahab Abolhasani San Francisco 94124 US 1/20/2023
Zar Hasn Los Angeles 90060 US 1/20/2023
Hawke G US 1/20/2023
Samira Sadeghi Ashburn 20149 US 1/20/2023
Jabbar D Ashburn 20149 US 1/20/2023
Ali Ahmadi Santa Clara 95051 US 1/20/2023
Deborah Rusher Dade City 33525 US 1/20/2023
fariba sattari Wayne PA 19087 US 1/20/2023
Keyra Kaopuiki Kapolei HI 96707 US 1/20/2023
Tiffany Sabado Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/20/2023
Pilipo Warren Phoenix AZ 85021 US 1/20/2023
pamela hamilton Palo Cedro CA 96073 US 1/20/2023
Mari Ono Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/20/2023
Sheila Beuler Albuquerque NM 87110 US 1/20/2023
Lynda Williams Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023
Robin Kahaulelio Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/20/2023
Katharine Getchell Honokaa HI 96727 US 1/20/2023
daniel moniz Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/20/2023
Kamu Akiona Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/20/2023
kamalani aetonu Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023
Sabine Pond Newport OR 97365 US 1/20/2023
Noah Brustin New York NY 10033 US 1/20/2023
Kennilyn Nakamura Aurora CO 80013 US 1/20/2023
Jennifer Shannon Haiku HI 96708 US 1/20/2023
Kent Caya KalÄheo HI 96741 US 1/20/2023
Sarah Blunt Pasadena CA US 1/20/2023
Michelle Brede Anahola HI 96703 US 1/20/2023



Marianne King-Mock Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/20/2023
Stanley Raymond Kula HI 96790 US 1/20/2023
Tokumana Toku Mililani Town HI 96789 US 1/20/2023
Tanya Aynessazian Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/20/2023
Kahiolani Papalimu Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023
Jessica dos Santos Kahuku HI 96731 US 1/20/2023
Tina Grandinetti Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/21/2023
Ernest Salo Naalehu HI 96772 US 1/21/2023
Don Kane 'Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/21/2023
Lori Chun San Mateo CA 94403 US 1/21/2023
Melia Leslie Mililani HI 96789 US 1/21/2023
Manuel Romero Berthoud CO 80513 US 1/21/2023
Richard Winser Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/21/2023
Mary Ewalani Manuel-Coats Waianae HI 96792 US 1/21/2023
Nina Monasevitch Lihue HI 96766 US 1/21/2023
Robert Soares Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/21/2023
Eric Matanane Kapolei HI 96707 US 1/21/2023
clare loprinzi holualua HI 96725 US 1/21/2023
Ann Kobsa Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/21/2023
Frances Harold Makawao HI 96768 US 1/21/2023
GARY WELLER Kailua HI 96734 US 1/21/2023
Sunnie Kupahu Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/21/2023
Scott Valkenaar Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/21/2023
Tara Rojas Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/21/2023
Raphael Kaliko Honolulu HI 96828 US 1/21/2023
Rebecca Barker Riverside CA 92507 US 1/21/2023
Noelani Hochuli Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/21/2023
Valerie Ornellas Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/21/2023
Sandra Komo Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/21/2023
Susan Rosier Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/21/2023
Daryl Keawe-Aiko 'Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/21/2023
Kahealani Kealakai Manistique MI 49854 US 1/21/2023
Gloria woodwell Kealakekua HI 96750 US 1/21/2023
Kari Lee Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/21/2023
Ramsey Calimlim Kahuku HI 96731 US 1/21/2023
Toni Eaton Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/21/2023
LeeAnn Scovel La'ie HI 96762 US 1/21/2023
Melissa Stibbard Kahuku HI 96731 US 1/22/2023
Kerry Stringfellow Spring 77373 US 1/22/2023
Gregg Levine Astoria 11102 US 1/22/2023
Mackenzie Morgan Vancouver 98661 US 1/22/2023
Crystal Golias US 1/22/2023
Vahik Alexander Los Angeles 90013 US 1/22/2023
Rachel Tachibana Hauula HI 96717 US 1/22/2023
Herbert Kaniaupio Honolulu HI 96814 US 1/22/2023
Nalu Carvalho Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/22/2023
Stephanie Fo Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/22/2023



Alesa ‘Āinalani Kneubuhl Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/22/2023
John ricart colonia 7067 US 1/22/2023
Shahnaz Zadeh Boston 2163 US 1/22/2023
Patti Burrack Meridian 83642 US 1/22/2023
Makamae Anahu Pearl City HI 96782 US 1/22/2023
Joanne Qinaau Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/22/2023
Ann Oshiro-Kauwe Princeville HI 96722 US 1/22/2023
Melodie Aduja Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/22/2023
Michael Vernon Kailua HI 96734 US 1/22/2023
Keith Kersting Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/22/2023
Mag Homer Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/22/2023
Keith Lim âAiea HI 96701 US 1/22/2023
Martha Martin Kahului HI 96732 US 1/22/2023
Velma Panlasigui Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/22/2023
Dennis Torres Kamuela HI 96743 US 1/22/2023
Rachel Sheridan London ENG Da14 4ex UK 1/22/2023
Margaret Primacio Kahuku HI 96731 US 1/22/2023
William Lee Hau'ula HI 96717 US 1/22/2023
Gabbi Lee Oxon Hill MD 20745 US 1/22/2023
Kū Ching Waimea HI 96743 US 1/22/2023
Marilyn Mick Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/22/2023
Lei Kihoi Dunne Kailua-Kona HI 96745 US 1/22/2023
Judy Dalton Lihue HI 96766 US 1/22/2023
Gail Ramiscal Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/22/2023
Jeffrey Vesci Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/22/2023
Richard Bidleman Honoka'a HI 96743 US 1/22/2023
Colonel (Ret) Ann Wright Honolulu HI 96826 US 1/22/2023
Roy Brennen Honolulu HI 96808 US 1/22/2023
Wynn Miyamoto Kailua HI 96734 US 1/22/2023
KRIS WILHELMSEN Hilo HI 96720 US 1/22/2023
Haydn Huntley Makawao HI 96708 US 1/22/2023
Mark Van Horne Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/22/2023
Camille Rockett Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/22/2023
Tanya Souza Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/22/2023
William Mohlman Paia HI 96779 US 1/22/2023
Jessica Pentland Waikoloa HI 96738 US 1/22/2023
Patrice Choy Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/22/2023
Katherine Miyamoto Kailua HI 96734 US 1/22/2023
Paula Quirit Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/22/2023
Lindsey Fritz Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/22/2023
Mark Enomoto Honolulu HI 96821 US 1/22/2023
Lani Kawahara Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/22/2023
Momi Vee Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/22/2023
Lanning Lee Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/22/2023
Larry Alfrey Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/22/2023
Arsalan Sharifi Buffalo 14202 US 1/22/2023
Kaylee Bromley Riverton 84065 US 1/22/2023



Ben Flores Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/22/2023
Sam Janami Carlsbad 92011 US 1/22/2023
Maryam Mahdavinia New York 10004 US 1/22/2023
J A Ashburn VA 20149 US 1/22/2023
Jenna Nand Edmonds WA 98026 US 1/22/2023
Joan Heartfield PhD Haiku HI 96768 US 1/22/2023
Tim Vandeveer Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/22/2023
Janna Plant Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/22/2023
Patty Kaliher Lihue HI 96766 US 1/22/2023
Kristin Clark Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/22/2023
Sandra Herndon Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/22/2023
Dennis Mendonca Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 1/22/2023
Jennifer Ito Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/22/2023
JULIE HAYMAN San Pedro CA 90731 US 1/22/2023
Caroline Koa Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/22/2023
Stephanie Ito Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/22/2023
Danielle Espiritu âAiea HI 96701 US 1/23/2023
michael inouye honolulu HI 96814 US 1/23/2023
Kaleiolani Pasciuta Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/23/2023
JoAnn Tsark Kailua HI 96734 US 1/23/2023
Janis E Turner Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/23/2023
Vikki Pahia Hauula HI 96717 US 1/23/2023
Laurel Haserot Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/23/2023
Aonani Fernandez Kealakekua HI 96750 US 1/23/2023
Evelyn Hao Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/23/2023
Gail Silva Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/23/2023
Kwailan Barsotti Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/23/2023
Victoria Hart Honolulu HI 96825 US 1/23/2023
Kathleen Douglas Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/23/2023
Heidi Schemp Kilauea HI 96754 US 1/23/2023
Anne English Lawai HI 96765-0389US 1/23/2023
Adam Kaluba Burleson 76028 US 1/23/2023
Atefeh Sharifan Los Angeles 90025 US 1/23/2023
Ali Chegeni Hockessin 19707 US 1/23/2023
Аида Касимова Chicago 60602 US 1/23/2023
Kamaile Puaoi Kailua HI 96734 US 1/23/2023
Heather Ito Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/23/2023
Jeffrey Mermel Hilo HI 96720 US 1/23/2023
Serafina Gajate Volcano HI 96785 US 1/23/2023
Heather Huitt Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/23/2023
Amanda Lee Riverside CA 92509 US 1/23/2023
glenn choy choy Honolulu HI 96839 US 1/23/2023
Marisa Plemer Haleiwa HI 96712 US 1/23/2023
Shannon K g Valdez AK 99686 US 1/23/2023
Mitra Bozorgi West Hollywood 90069 US 1/23/2023
Protect 'Opihihale Ohana Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/23/2023
Fred Meinecke Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/24/2023



Nancy McGee Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/24/2023
donald cooke Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/24/2023
Bianca Isaki Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/24/2023
Deborah Smith McMinnville OR 97128 US 1/24/2023
Katie Nalesere Hilo HI 96720 US 1/24/2023
Robin Yost Lihue HI 96766 US 1/24/2023
John Bond Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/24/2023
Maheshi Kae Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/25/2023
Nicole Lui Kailua kona HI 96740 US 1/25/2023
Louis Rodrigues Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/25/2023
Ashley Obrey Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/25/2023
Alexandra Spencer Occidental CA 95465 US 1/25/2023
Chens Haa Keaau HI 96749 US 1/25/2023
Sheri Siegel Volcano HI 96785 US 1/25/2023
Keola Grace Kailua Kona 96740 US 1/25/2023
Jordan Marks Sacramento CA 95060 US 1/25/2023
Emily Burt Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/25/2023
Moana Johansen Honaunau 96726 US 1/25/2023
John Ferry Hayward CA 94543 US 1/25/2023
Evie Gonzales Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/25/2023
Joslynne Young Kahului HI 96732 US 1/25/2023
janice palma-glennie kailua-kona HI 96745 US 1/25/2023
Holly Crane Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/25/2023
Brian Ogawa Keaau HI 96749 US 1/25/2023
Adam Takaki Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/25/2023
Anne 'Antu' Harvey Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/25/2023
Stephanie Ishii Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/25/2023
Chris Dacus Bell Buckle TN 37020 US 1/25/2023
Adam Ranne Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/25/2023
Helen Kauwe Lakeside CA 92040 US 1/26/2023
Jessie Brader Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/26/2023
Zach Higa Honoulul HI 96817 US 1/26/2023
Tara Rojas 'Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/26/2023
Jamie Higa Los Angeles CA 90045 US 1/26/2023
Linda Carroll New Orleans LA 70118-495 US 1/26/2023
Florence TREBOUTTE Paris 75015 France 1/26/2023
Graydon Keala Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/26/2023
Etzar Cisneros Birmingham AL 35206 US 1/26/2023
Sarah Martins Makawao HI 96768 US 1/26/2023
Annette Rauch Berkley MA 2779 US 1/27/2023
Dulice Reden Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Sherry Pollack Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/27/2023
Kate Paine Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/27/2023
Ronda Hoxsie Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Angelica Kawewehi Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Sally Rankin Kealakekua HI 96750 US 1/27/2023
Jessica Mahley Oceanview HI 96737 US 1/27/2023



Anita Liwai Keaau HI 96749 US 1/27/2023
Judyann Juario Honaunau HI 96726 US 1/27/2023
Julie Lawrence Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Nani Baniaga Anaheim CA 92801 US 1/27/2023
Christopher Torres Hilo HI 96720 US 1/27/2023
Gabriel Paniagua Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Ellen LaPenna Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/27/2023
Michelle Briggs Ocean View HI 96737 US 1/27/2023
Peter Goodale Honaunau HI 96826 US 1/27/2023
Ottavia Zeffilini Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
john redden Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Manuel silva Dillon 80435 US 1/27/2023
Amanda Fenn Alexandria 41001 US 1/27/2023
Melonie Lucero Honolulu HI 96819 US 1/27/2023
Aulii Mangauil Kaipo Kailua Kona 96740 US 1/27/2023
Toni Symons Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/27/2023
Philip Brown Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/28/2023
Cori Lawhon Fresno CA 93727 US 1/28/2023
Mandy Johnson Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/28/2023
Zane James Kailua HI 96734 US 1/28/2023
Molly Turner Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/28/2023
Cherie Kiaha Kailua Kona 96740 US 1/28/2023
Jessica Deniz Kailua-Kona HI 96745 US 1/28/2023
Sherri Paquin Bunceton MO 65237 US 1/28/2023
Joseph Balsimo Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/28/2023
Xian Lai Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/28/2023
Lea Carey Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/28/2023
Lisa Andrews Kapaau 96755 US 1/29/2023
Mike Candelaria Anaheim CA 92807 US 1/29/2023
Katherine Orr Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/29/2023
Tajeer Robinson Maplewood 7040 US 1/29/2023
jeremiah jackson Sacramento 95838 US 1/29/2023
ethan bruner Eau Claire 54703 US 1/29/2023
Jamie Durbin Chula Vista 91911 US 1/29/2023
Ana Marshall Avondale AZ 85392 US 1/29/2023
Linda Boranian Holualoa HI 96725 US 1/29/2023
Shawn Lohay Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/30/2023
Charles Rykken Honolulu HI 96817 US 1/30/2023
Makana Hicks Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/30/2023
Carl Christensen Honolulu HI 96821 US 1/30/2023
Michele Nihipali Hauula HI 96717 US 1/30/2023
Mary Kaanana âAiea HI 96701 US 1/30/2023
Howard Wong Aiea HI 96701 US 1/30/2023
Pua Sanders Honolulu HI 96818 US 1/30/2023
Sean Fitzsimmons Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/30/2023
John Thatcher Hilo HI 96720 US 1/30/2023
Talbert Takahama Kailua HI 96734 US 1/30/2023



Kathy Kaohu Honolulu HI 96793 US 1/30/2023
Jonathan Padwe Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/30/2023
Christiauna Wright Jacksonville 36265 US 1/30/2023
charlotte kekela Hilo HI 96720 US 1/30/2023
Laziyah Thomason Lexington 40505 US 1/30/2023
John Harris Rochester 14613 US 1/30/2023
Victoria Hoopii Wailuku HI 96793 US 1/30/2023
Denise K Cobb-Adams Stroud Hilo HI 96720 US 1/30/2023
lopaka alanui Kahului HI 96732 US 1/30/2023
J Rosa Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/30/2023
Tiana Cachola Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/30/2023
Debra Javar Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/31/2023
Carol Beardmore Kapaa HI 96746 US 1/31/2023
Madolin Wells Kihei HI 96753 US 1/31/2023
Nohea Runnells Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/31/2023
marcello parisi Mililani Town HI 96789 US 1/31/2023
Verna Loosli Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/31/2023
Venus Gonsalves Honokaa HI 96727 US 1/31/2023
Greg Owen Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/31/2023
Corinna Gray Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/31/2023
Lei Riela-Enoka Kahalu’u HI 96744 US 1/31/2023
Christine Woods Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/31/2023
Makana Reeves Kilauea HI 96754 US 1/31/2023
Joseph Pavao Keaâau HI 96749 US 1/31/2023
Samuel B Dimaya Jr Lanai HI 96763 US 1/31/2023
Rachel Morton Hilo 96720 US 1/31/2023
Gabe Riela Long Beach CA 90802 US 1/31/2023
Char holani Hilo HI 96720 US 1/31/2023
Gail Martin Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 2/1/2023
Skye Correa@hawaii​.​edu Kailua-Kona HI 96743 US 2/1/2023
leinaala padelford Mililani 96789 US 2/1/2023
Hulisia Leonard Honolulu HI 96822 US 2/1/2023
Regina Kunkle Hilo HI 96720 US 2/1/2023
Victoria KalunaPalafox Lahaina, Maui HI 96761 US 2/1/2023
Lynette Kaopuiki Lanai HI 96763 US 2/1/2023
Alan Calhoun Honolulu HI 96813 US 2/2/2023
Chris Vidal Honolulu HI 96817 US 2/2/2023
Rex Like Mililani Town HI 96789 US 2/2/2023
Pelika Andrade Chicago IL 60605 US 2/2/2023
Charles Keoho Wailuku HI 96793 US 2/3/2023
Kona Russell South Lake Tahoe CA 96150 US 2/3/2023
Momi g Suzuki Lanai HI 96763 US 2/3/2023
Sandra Castell Bellevue WA 98006 US 2/3/2023
Isis Dean Makawao HI 96768 US 2/4/2023
Margene Ayers Honoluly HI 96822 US 2/4/2023
Dana Keawe Lakewood CA 90712 US 2/4/2023
Lani Tanoai Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 2/5/2023



samantha Peralto Oakley CA 94561 US 2/5/2023
Jeffrey Lagrimas Cedar Knolls NJ 7927 US 2/6/2023
Shanoa Quanan Hilo HI 96720 US 2/6/2023
Michelle Correia Hilo HI 96720 US 2/7/2023
Zeldine Martinez Lahaina HI 96761 US 2/7/2023
Mapuana deSilva Los Angeles CA 90031 US 2/7/2023
Leonard Kaaluahi Nakoa Jr Haiku HI 96708 US 2/9/2023
Andre Perez Pearl City HI 96782 US 2/9/2023
Luana Hamauku Malloy Kihei HI 96753 US 2/10/2023
Piilaniwahine Kealohapau’ole Ahupuaa o waialeaHI No zip US 2/10/2023
Stephen Paulmier Hilo HI 96720 US 2/11/2023
Jasmine Steiner Pahoa HI 96778 US 2/11/2023
Evern Williams Honolulu HI 96815 US 2/12/2023
Ian Dickson US 2/12/2023
game theory Forest Park 30297 US 2/12/2023
Leilani Llewellyn Phoenix 85023 US 2/12/2023
Cardi B Las Vegas 89101 US 2/12/2023
Javier Velasquez Silver Spring 20903 US 2/12/2023
Ian Masterson Kaneohe HI 96744 US 2/13/2023
Keomailani Von Gogh Hilo HI 96720 US 2/17/2023
Monette Kaakimaka-Kamelamela Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 2/19/2023
Vivian Viveiros Honolulu HI 96817 US 2/22/2023
Cherish Harp Makawao HI 96768 US 2/23/2023
Aaron Long Orlando FL 32808 US 2/24/2023
Heidi White Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 2/24/2023
Kimi Davis-Tafaoimalo Keaau HI 96749 US 2/28/2023
Lisa Hookano Wailua HI 96708 US 3/2/2023
robert burke Kihei HI 96753 US 3/18/2023
Christi Maumau Kapolei HI 96707 US 3/23/2023
Colleen Medeiros Makawao HI 96768 US 3/28/2023
Momi Subiono Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 3/28/2023



Name City State ZC Country Comment DComment
Desiree Moana Cruz Hilo HI 96720 US 1/13/2023 "I fully support and stand with the experienced, educated, 

culturally sound advice of Native Hawaiian attorney 
Edward Halealoha Ayau.  We do NOT need or want a pro-
development consultant. We need leaders who are pono 
and akamai who honor the ‘ike of our kupuna while 
working to protect the present and future of Hawaiʻi. Kūʻē 
! Aʻole Dawn Chang!"

Jamison Rosehill Hilo HI 96720 US 1/13/2023 "I feel she doesn't have Kānaka best interest at heart.  As a 
homestead Hawaiian I would hope for this core value in 
the leader of DHHL"

Diane Fitzsimmons Haleiwa HI 96701 US 1/13/2023 "From Dawn Changʻs consulting the Church on how to 
develop their property, my ancestors are among the 900 
Iwi Kupuna who were desecrated at Kawaiahaʻʻo 
Cemetery."

Mahealani Mcclellan Kailua HI 96734 US 1/13/2023 "I am a descendant of kupuna who were among the many 
who were disinterred from their resting places at 
Kawaiaha'o Church. The fact that Ms. Chang manipulated 
the law and this horrific event  eventully occurred is 
unbelievable and unforgivable. Our kupuna are still waiting 
to be at peace! Ms. Chang has demonstrated through this 
action as well as others outlined in this petition that she 
lacks respect for the law, lacks an understanding of 
Hawaiian culture and lacks moral character. I oppose Ms. 
Chang being confirmed in the position of Chair of DLNR."

Julie Higa US 1/13/2023 "We do not need a lawyer who helps those who 
circumvents our environmental and preservation laws."

Laura Lili'u Eckart Tomasello Waimanalo HI 96795 US 1/13/2023 "My kūpuna were among those who were removed from 
their eternal resting place for the purpose of building a 
multi-purpose center at Kawaiaha’o. Dawn Chang KNEW 
they were there and advised Kawaiaha’o to circumvent the 
law in order to speed up the process of building. I am 
against the confirmation of Dawn Chang as chair of the 
DLNR."

Alexander Akau Kailua HI 96733 US 1/13/2023 "As a lineal descendant to Iwi Kupuna at Kawaiahao 
Church cemetery,  irreparable harm and disrespect  for our 
ancestors has been done.  I am in opposition of the 
permanent appointment of Ms. Chang as Chair of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources based on the 
aforementioned statements.  My kupuna are among those 
still waiting for their day to have eternal rest again!"

Maki Morinoue Holualoa HI 96725 US 1/13/2023 "This is not the correct choice and path for a regenerative 
future.  Dr. Greg Asner put his name in last year and was 
not appointed.  We need more community leaders with 
mega performance credit sitting in our Boards and 
Commissions.Stop nominating developers and realtor as 
majority to vote on our land use and natural resources!Not 
Pono, not climate change choice leader and not an 
indigenously progressive choice."

Raymond Galdeira Bellflower CA 90707 US 1/13/2023 "All resources and customs belonging to ingenious people 
should be protected and respected."

Selina Higa Waipahu HI 96797 US 1/15/2023 "Selina Higa"
Scott Wong Manoa HI 96822 US 1/15/2023 "Scott Wong"
Lona Kainoa Evans GA 30809 US 1/15/2023 "Her standing are not right.  Things need to be open not 

sneaking behind close doors."
consuelo apolo-gonsalves Lahaina HI 96761 US 1/15/2023 "It's very important we find someone other than her 

suitable for this job"



Ursula Chong Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/15/2023 "In the past and now going into the future her support for 
projected plans for our Hawaii lands and our  people do 
not promote sustainable growth for our well being. She is 
not suitable to fill the position."

Kēhaulani Fergerstrom Kāneohe 96744 US 1/15/2023 "Dawn is not the right fit."
Debra Lee-Jackson Huleia HI 96766 US 1/15/2023 "These islands have limited resources. Chang's pro 

development choices will destroy what little is left."
Deborah Ward Kurtistown HI 96760 US 1/15/2023 "I was involved with the Mauna Kea CMP from the 

beginning, and Ms Chang was unresponsive to our 
concerns and falsely claimed that she had consulted with 
us. She failed to include an already developed natural 
resource plan, and the BLNR then required that it be 
included."

Christopher Dean Kapaau HI 96755 US 1/15/2023 "Capitalism is based on exploitation of land and labor.  It's 
locked humanity in a bitter and vicious competition for 
ever increasing land development.   The problem is, we 
live on a sphere floating in an infinite sea of death.  
Already 70% of the land on Earth has been developed, 
taken from the other plants and animals we share this 
planet with.  At some point, we have to say enough, or 
we're doomed to extinction, because we can not survive 
without the other animals on Earth, nor do we want to and 
nor do we deserve to.  Hawaii is like the canary in the coal 
mine, due to our exceedingly limited land mass.  Instead of 
showing the world the truth about land development 
through our bitter demise, let's show them there's a better 
way, by protecting and restoring the land to its former 
glorious beauty.   No to developers in the DLNR.  Yes to 
protectors."

Mary True Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023 "Please, let's keep the foxes out of the hen house.  Aloha 
and mahalo"

Jodi Mercier Kealakekua HI 96750 US 1/15/2023 "To quote Josh Green when opposing Carleton Ching as 
being named DLNR director in 2015 “we need a director of 
DLNR who has a proven record of fighting to protect and 
preserve our natural and cultural resources, not a career 
lobbyist for the development industry who has a record of 
calling for the elimination of cultural and environmental 
protections,” The same is true here. To add insult to injury 
is her past history of helping a client circumvent the law 
regarding iwi kūpuna. Dawn Chang is absolutely the wrong 
choice for this position."

Michele Herras-Fazzi Marysville CA 95901 US 1/15/2023 "1) It’s a conflict of interest.2) She lacks integrity.3) DLNR 
is already corrupted."

Catherine Kealiinohomoku (Cathcart) Sunnyvale CA 94095 US 1/15/2023 "I believe that the right person should be someone who 
doesn’t have money in development but an interest in 
preservation."

Iokepa Kaeo Hilo HI 96720 US 1/15/2023 "Dawn has violated our kupuna Iwi at kawaihao church 
and she was also supporting the desecration of 
maunakea.She is sale-out.❌"

Ingrid Peterson Kailua HI 96734 US 1/16/2023 "We need someone not biased towards developers and 
circumventing the laws, someone who prioritizes 
protecting the aina, wai and iwi. The arguments presented 
convinced me to sign."

Sylvia Dolena Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/16/2023 "There appear to be some integrity issues with this 
nominee. We need a Native Hawaiian of highest integrity 
to fill this position!!!"

Tom Coffman Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/16/2023 "The nominee is an unabashed supporter of t u"
Constance Keoahunui Uale WarringtonHonolulu HI 96817 US 1/16/2023 "Dawn Chang lacks “a proven record of fighting to protect 

and preserve our natural and cultural resources”. Her 
history is reflects community work only to gain support for 
large corporate developments! She’s not the right fit for 
what is needed in this position."



Don Fujiyama Honolulu HI 96815 US 1/16/2023 "It's important to care for Hawaiian Land and the people 
who came before us."

Christopher McCullough Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/16/2023 "Aloha’Aina is important to me."
James Rodrigues Waianae HI 96792 US 1/16/2023 "I oppose Dawn Chang appointment. Compromise to move 

forward has desecrated Hawaiian culture and historic 
treasures.  Trust is key for anyone entrusted with 
protecting Hawaiian resources. Dawn Chang has always 
compromised at the expense of Hawaiian most precious 
resources IWI and Aina.  NO to Dawn Chang."

Kerri Marks Hilo HI 96720 US 1/16/2023 "Dawn Chang not pono"
John Kaneholani Los Angeles CA 90044 US 1/16/2023 "John W. Kaneholani our kupuna needs to be respected."

Shayna Podlewski Makawao HI 96768 US 1/16/2023 "I do not agree that Dawn will be a good candidate for 
DLNR. Please reconsider placing Dawn in this position for 
Hawai'i's DLNR."

Earl Keouakalanikupuapa Ikaika Lani nu   Kealakekua Ko HI 96750 US 1/17/2023 "It is more than obvious that mrs. Chang records speaks 
For it self how incompitent she is to lead the head of a 
Department of natural resorces that is kuleana is to 
protect our Lands From desercartion . instead she played 
And important roll on Maunaawakea to allow. TMT to do 
exactly that !! Not to mention opinion of the burial 
councils recomendstions ! She is HEWA NUI!!"

Sione Funaki Laʻiewai HI US 1/17/2023 "Because Dawn Chang is not the right person for the job. 
She is untrustworthy, and a proven liar and snake in her 
various positions that directly harm Hawaiian people and 
the environment."

Ramona Hussey Honolulu HI 96734 US 1/17/2023 "It is critical to have appointees who represent the 
people's interest -- not developers or corporations."

Michelle Steuermann Kula HI 96790 US 1/18/2023 "She is a very poor choice. Surely you can find someone 
who cares about the aina and isn’t bought by developers."

Robin Kaye Lanai City HI 96763 US 1/18/2023 "of my experiences with Ms. Chang during the Big Wind 
struggles on Lāna‛i.  I found her neither fair nor unbiased."

Marina O’Brien-Gamble Pearl City HI 96782 US 1/19/2023 "I care about Hawaiian Culture and preservation of 
traditions, history, and religion."

Katie Kealoha waianae HI 96792 US 1/19/2023 "This position is far too important to allow anyone who 
has not proven wholeheartedly that the preservation of 
Hawaiiʻs unique species, ecosystems and culture is the top 
priority. Connection to developers should disqualify any 
party, and a background in conservation or culture should 
be required."

Blake McElheny Haleiwa HI 96712 US 1/19/2023 "The Governor should find a better candidate for this 
important position."

Gloria-Ann Muraki Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 1/19/2023 "I am opposed to the appointment of Dawn Chang who 
progresses for the good of development only,  
demonstrating no respect for the Hawaiian culture!"

Dana G. Moss Kapaau HI 96755 US 1/19/2023 "We need someone who will completely respect the 
people and culture of our people and Aina first. Not a pro 
developer consultant to into place to power over what 
makes Hawaii, Hawaii. We do not need to keep going 
down this insanity road of more and more destruction of 
our land and natural resources and view planes that sit so 
empty. When I just read that there are iwi kupuna that 
have not been returned to our aina respectfully. I was 
shocked! At the level of disrespect of the culture of our 
aina and our ancestors. Obviously with only leveling a 
10,000 fine out of 600,000 potential fine is abuse of power 
favoritism for developers. This sets a president to them 
that it's fine to break the laws. Because we will not hold 
you accountable to the highest extent of the law. I strongly 
oppose Dawn Changs Nomination!!!"



Richard Passmore CA 91354 US 1/19/2023 "It is crucial for members of government to listen to the 
voice of Kanaka Maoli, and to finally respect that they 
cannot manage stolen land! I sign this eruption for Mauna 
Kea. I sign this petition for Aloha ‘Aina!"

nadine robertson mountain viewHI 96771 US 1/19/2023 "Nadine K Robertson"
Barb Barry Ha'iku HI 96708 US 1/19/2023 "We need a candidate who has Aloha ‘Aina principles. No 

big developments mentally."
Richard Passmore CA 91354 US 1/19/2023 "The unlawful government of Hawai’i must listen to 

Kanaka Maoli voices, and cease “managing” land they have 
no right to manage. I sign this petition for Mauna Kea. I 
sign this petition for Aloha ‘Aina. I sign for Hawai’i Nei, free 
from oppressors!"

Ron Nichols Honolulu HI 96825 US 1/19/2023 "We dont need development interest and lobbyist at the 
head of BLNR"

Maya von Geldern Portland OR 97217 US 1/20/2023 "We can’t keep selling our our ‘āina to big developers, 
further pushing out the ability of Kānaka Maoli afford to 
stay in Hawai’i.  This has to stop."

Dr. Joel Fischer honolulu HI 96816 US 1/20/2023 "We are strong supporters of Gov. Green, but we believe 
this appointment is contrary to his own values, and 
contrary to the well-being of Kanaka Maoli. Please reject 
this appointment. Thank you."

Joy Loo Hilo HI 96720 US 1/20/2023 "Based on Ms Chang's work history, it would appear she 
would NOT serve the best interest of the Hawai'i 
communities. I strongly oppose her confirmation for any 
position at DLNR."

Robert Slavin Honolulu HI 96814 US 1/20/2023 "We need one one with more integrity"
joe henderson kingwood TX 77339 US 1/20/2023 "Being Kanaka Maoli forced to live mainland because of 

poor policies, bad politics, and worse politicians who side 
step laws for monetary gain in favor of foreign interests, I 
see it as a duty and a privilege to oppose someone who 
would not uphold what little of my heritage is left."

John K Gamman Gamman Santa Cruz CA 95060 US 1/20/2023 "Ms Chang’s historical ties to the development industry 
preclude any possibility she will be objective and fair. For 
these reasons her nomination should not go forward."

Drena Rodrigues Hilo 96720 US 1/20/2023 "We need someone who will represent Na Kanaka and not 
big business. Just because you are Hawaiian doesn’t mean 
you have our people’s best interest in mind. How many 
people have been appointed only to put money before the 
people of Hawaii. We have seen how this has worked out 
for the Hawaiian people in the past."

Lynda Williams Sebastopol CA 95472 US 1/20/2023 "What’s not mentioned on this petition is that Dawn 
Chang and her company represented the Pentagon and 
the missile defense agency in their attempt to build the 
monstrous homeland defense radar system. She cannot be 
trusted to protect Hawaiian land and trust with military 
destruction and development. The US Army must not have 
a lease renewed for Pohakuloa, and it needs to start 
restoring the land to return it to the people. Dawn Chang 
will not be the person to lead this effort. She does not 
represent the mission to protect Hawaiian lands for 
Hawaiian people."

Tanya Aynessazian Pahoa HI 96778 US 1/20/2023 "we need a Director of DLNR who will fight to protect and 
preserve natural and cultural resources. Dawn Chang is a 
consultant to developers of big projects and is not in 
alignment with the proper stewardship of our land, water 
and iwi kupuna. Pro-development = not pono = not for the 
health and wellness of our land and people. Period. I 
strongly oppose the confirmation of Dawn Chang for the 
Chair of DLNR."

Gloria woodwell Kealakekua HI 96750 US 1/21/2023 "That nominee does not have the best interest for the 
populace, just another sell out like the guv"

Haydn Huntley Makawao HI 96708 US 1/22/2023 "I’m sorry, but we need someone who is more honest."



Patrice Choy Honolulu HI 96822 US 1/22/2023 "We need a protector, defender of the land, people, 
ocean."

Lanning Lee Honolulu HI 96813 US 1/22/2023 "I am interested in appointing someone less biased toward 
big development."

Marisa Plemer Haleiwa HI 96712 US 1/23/2023 "From what I’ve read, this appointment of Dawn Chang is a 
big mistake. As Nelson Ho said, “We cannot have a fox 
guarding the hen house!”"

John Bond Ewa Beach HI 96706 US 1/24/2023 "Have had direct experience with Dawn Chang at HART PA 
meetings. She is pro-developer, anti Hawaiian cultural 
preservation. All part of the DLNR-SHPD rubber stamp with 
Pua Aiu and SHPD imbeds. Green showing him being a 
pawn of PRP, Carpenters Union."

Chens Haa Keaau HI 96749 US 1/25/2023 "We need to fill these positions with people who support 
land conservation and Hawaiian culture! We are already 
becoming too overdeveloped and do not want to be 
another Maui or Oahu overrun with foreign investors, 
mainland buyers and monstrous development while our 
native people are chased out of Hawai’i due to the rising 
cost of living!! This needs to STOP!!!"

Emily Burt Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/25/2023 "There are candidates better qualified to hold this position 
which should be one of conservation. DLNR should be 
headed by a person with a serious commitment to 
preserving our resources for future generations. Dawn 
Chang's historical record is one of growth at all costs. 
Please withdraw her name."

janice palma-glennie kailua-kona HI 96745 US 1/25/2023 "Ms chang has proven that her heart is not with protecting 
and nurturing all that makes Hawai`i livable for its 
residents and unique in the world."

Brian Ogawa Keaau HI 96749 US 1/25/2023 "Nuff development for the rich."
Adam Takaki Honolulu HI 96816 US 1/25/2023 "Adam takaki i live 200 yards from third lava. We do not 

need developers tearing up our back yard. Me n my family 
hunt and fish in this area. This is our kuleana. Stop the 
development"

Linda Carroll New Orleans LA 70118-4US 1/26/2023 "Hawaii’s fragile ecosystems are being overwhelmed by 
excessive development. They deserve and need 
protection, not greater exploitation."

Annette Rauch Berkley MA 2779 US 1/27/2023 "the Chair of the DLNR should not be pro-development; 
The chair needs to preserve Hawaii's natural and cultural 
treasures."

Aulii Mangauil Kaipo Kailua Kona 96740 US 1/27/2023 "I care"
Tom Coffman Kaneohe HI 96744 US 1/27/2023 "After Nelson Hoʻs Op Ed, I went to Dawn Changʻs web site 

and read the info for myself. The depiction of her as a 
developerʻs consultant is perfectly accurate. Her site, 
www.kuiwalu.com, has been taken down! This is a tough 
battle, but we must take it on, given the stakes. The next 
phase of DLNR is fundamental to resource preservation 
and restoration. /s/ Tom Coffman"

Lisa Andrews Kapaau 96755 US 1/29/2023 "Governor Green, you can do better than this. We need an 
appointee that has respect for resources, law, and 
culture."

Michele Nihipali Hauula HI 96717 US 1/30/2023 "Dawn Chang always represented private interests, not 
those of the people of Hawaii."

Debra Javar Captain Cook HI 96704 US 1/31/2023 "She's not the kind of person to head this department.   
There are many other native Hawaiian people who are 
truly concerned and committed to help our Native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries."

Verna Loosli Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 1/31/2023 "Her past unethical behavior should exclude her."
Charles Keoho Wailuku HI 96793 US 2/3/2023 "Kanaka needs to stand up against tyranny."
Sandra Castell Bellevue WA 98006 US 2/3/2023 "I am kanaka maoli residing in ‘Ewa Beach. I agree with 

Edward Halealoha Ayau that Ms. Chang is conflicted."



Alesa Kneubuhl Honolulu HI 96824 US 2/12/2023 "Dawn Chang lacks integrity and I don’t believe she has the 
best interests of kanaka oiwi, our culture and the safety of 
preserving iwi kupuna. She has shown over and over again 
she will take money from any project and justify the hewa 
she is taking a part in creating and carrying it out. She is 
pilau."

Monette Kaakimaka-Kamelamela Kaunakakai HI 96748 US 2/19/2023 "Monette Kaakimaka-Kamelamela"
Heidi White Kailua-Kona HI 96740 US 2/24/2023 "I oppose the choice of appointing Dawn Chang as 

nominee for Chair of the DLNR, as past behavior shows a 
disrespect for the law and lack of charactor toward all 
things moral and including all things Hawaiian.  I oppose 
this choice of Ms Chang for this position.      Heidi White, 
Kona HI"

Kimi Davis-Tafaoimalo Keaau HI 96749 US 2/28/2023 "Dawn Chang does not represent the interests of the 
native Hawaiians. I strongly oppose her nomination."

Momi Subiono Kailua Kona HI 96740 US 3/28/2023 "I grew up with her but I do not trust her in this position. 
She hasn’t done much for kanaka. I oppose everything Josh 
Green does."



2023 KU‘E PETITION:
Oppose the Confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chair of DLNR

We the undersigned, oppose the Senate’s confirmation of DAWN CHANG,
nominee for the Chair of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) based
upon serious concerns as to the integrity of her character and ability to uphold the law.

We respectfully request Governor Green to withdraw DAWN CHANG s name and
nominate a person who demonstrates (1) respectfor the law; (2) awareness of Hawaiian
culture; and (3) character of the highest morality and integrity.

Our opposition is based on the following record of Ms Chang’s disturbing behavior:

1. Governor Green Choose a Developer’s Consultant
In 2015 then Senator Josh Green said. in his opposition to the DLNR Chair nominee
Carleton Ching, “We need a Director of DLNR who has a proven record of fighting to
protect and preserve our natural and cultural resources, not a career lobbyist for the
development industry who has a record of calling for the elimination of cultural and
environmental protections,” Green said. “This nomination is the wrong choice for Hawai‘i,
and we should not move forward with it." Indeed, Dawn Chang also lacks “a proven
record of fighting to protect and preserve our natural and cultural resources” and
like Carleton Ching, she is “the wrong choice for Hawai‘i.” Dawn Chang worked for
General Growth Properties, Howard Hughes, McNaughton Group, Outrigger, Sandwich
Isles, Turtle Bay, and Cades Schutte. She worked on the Walmart Ke‘eaumoku project,
the Lana‘i big wind project, the comprehensive management plan for Mauna Kea, and
rail. She is a developers consultant. Her job has been to obtain community support for
development projects. There were highly qualified candidates who demonstrated clear
awareness of the law, strong personal principles and integrity for the proper stewardship
of our ‘aina, wai, and iwi kupuna on the short list for the Governor’s selection. He chose
the candidate that has proven repeatedly that she will sell her influence to a developer.

2. Dawn Chang Advised Her Client to Circumvent the Law.
ln 2005, Ms Chang advised Kawaiaha‘o Church to circumvent the historic preservation
law. Although the law required that the Church prepare an archaeological inventory
survey, Chang used her connections as a former deputy attorney general to secure a
closed-door meeting with officials at the State Historic Preservation Division. She helped
persuade state officials to circumvent the law and use an expedited process. As a result,
hundreds of iwi kupuna were unlawfully removed at a cost of sixteen million dollars. The
ancestral remains have not yet been reburied.

3. Mapulehu Burials (60 Individuals Disturbed)
In 1991, there was a disturbance of at least 60 burials at Mapulehu, Molokai. An
investigation was conducted. As Deputy Attorney General, Ms Chang was charged with
enforcing the legal protections afforded to iwi ktipuna in which violators who cause burial
disturbances are held accountable via civil fines and other forms of punishment.
HRS Chapter 6E-11 provides a civil fine of up to $10,000 for burial disturbance and the
minimum number of individuals disturbed at Mapulehu was 60. The maximum fine faced
by the violator therefore was $600,000. State Historic Presen/ation Division staffer Edward
Halealoha Ayau recommended a fine of $300,000. Chang ignored his recommendation.
Rather than uphold the letter of the law to protect unmarked burial sites, Ms Chang
imposed a fine equal to a single violation ($10,000) and community service hours.
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4. Maunakea Comprehensive Management Plan
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ln 2009, as principal of Ku‘iwalu Consulting, Ms. Chang was charged with developing the
Mauna Kea Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP). Ms. Chang drafted and
presented an inaccurate CMP. After a public hearing before the BLNR in Hilo with
dozens of public testifiers -- including Sierra Club members pointing out the plan’s
deficiencies. The BLNR members determined that the CMP was insufficient because it
lacked critical management policies and approved the plan with reservations. ln
summary, Ms. Chang prepared a wholly inadequate plan for managing Mauna Kea that
lacked basic provisions for natural and cultural management, decommissioning, and
public access. BLNR determined that the plan was deficient. The delay in approving the
missing critical pieces of the plan led to delays in the Conservation District Use Permit
Application for the TMT construction, and the process by which it was drafted and
approved undermined the public's trust in BLNR and the University of Hawai'i.

5. Lack of Integrity is the Issue, Not Race or Gender

The misguided narrative that emphasizes Ms Chang‘s nomination as an uplift to Hawaiian
women ignores the third most important component: righteousness. There are many
wahine mana and kane who meet all three criteria. Unfortunately, in his failed wisdom, the
Governor choose to ignore pono in this nominee’s character. We require it. Our
opposition is not about race or gender, it is about the lack of integrity:
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4. Maunakea Comprehensive Management Plan

ln 2009, as principal of Ku‘iwalu Consulting, Ms. Chang was charged with developing the
Mauna Kea Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP). Ms. Chang drafted and
presented an inaccurate CMP. After a public hearing before the BLNR in Hilo with
dozens of public testifiers -- including Sierra Club members pointing out the plan’s
deficiencies. The BLNR members determined that the CMP was insufficient because it
lacked critical management policies and approved the plan with reservations. ln
summary, Ms. Chang prepared a wholly inadequate plan for managing Mauna Kea that
lacked basic provisions for natural and cultural management, decommissioning, and
public access. BLNR determined that the plan was deficient. The delay in approving the
missing critical pieces of the plan led to delays in the Conservation District Use Permit
Application for the TMT construction, and the process by which it was drafted and
approved undermined the public's trust in BLNR and the University of Hawai'i.

5. Lack of integrity is the Issue, Not Race or Gender

The misguided narrative that emphasizes Ms Charig’s nomination as an uplift to Hawaiian
women ignores the third most important component: righteousness. There are many
wahine mana and Kane who meet all three criteria. Unfortunately, in his failed wisdom, the
Governor choose to ignore pono in this nominee’s character. We require it. Our
opposition is not about race or gender, it is about the lack of integrity:
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Dear Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee, 

 

My name is Corianne Lau.  I am a partner at the law firm Dentons US LLP (formerly known as Alston 

Hunt Floyd & Ing) and have been a licensed attorney in Hawai`i for 38 years.  I am a former President of 

Hawai`i Women Lawyers and the Hawai`i Women’s Legal Foundation but I submit this testimony in my 

individual capacity in support of Dawn Chang’s nomination for Chairperson of the Department of Land 

and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

I have known Dawn for 40 years, since we were in law school.  I cannot think of a more well-suited 

person to lead DLNR, which is such a critically important arm of the State.  Dawn spent 14 years at the 

Department of the Attorney General as senior legal counsel in the Land/Transportation Division advising 

the state on real property law, administrative law, native Hawaiian rights, water rights and environmental 

laws.  She advised State Boards and Commissions like the Land Board, Island Burial Councils, and 

Water Commission, and provided training to State employees and agencies on native Hawaiian rights, 

including PASH and burial laws. She has extensive litigation experience in ceded lands, burial laws, 

historic preservation laws, real property transactions, and quiet title actions.   

Her work with the State is well-balanced with 21 years of private sector work as a principal at Ho`ākea 

LLC, dba Ku`iwalu, a woman-owned, Native Hawaiian business that specializes in strategic planning and 

facilitating culturally sensitive issues for public and private sector projects. She consulted on cultural 

resource management and historic preservation issues, including native Hawaiian burials.  She gained 

years of experience in coordinating and managing public meetings, crisis management, and government 

relations, working with federal, state, and county government agencies.  Dawn also conducted training in 

native Hawaiian rights, traditional and customary practices, and administrative processes. 

As a State Land Use Commissioner for six years, Dawn ensured that areas of State concern were 

addressed and considered in the land use decision-making process.  As a Commissioner, she worked on 

establishing the district boundaries for the entire State and acted on petitions for boundary changes 

submitted by private landowners, developers and State and county agencies. She also has experience in 

acting on requests for special use permits within the agricultural and rural districts.  Dawn greatly 

impressed me with innovative solutions to hold developers accountable for promises they make for public 

improvements. 

Above all, Dawn has the personal skills needed to succeed as the head of DLNR and a leader of a 

department faced with multifaceted issues.  Not only is Dawn intelligent, insightful and thoughtful, but she 

truly seeks solutions to problems.  As long as I’ve known her, Dawn has always looked for what unites 

people rather than what divides them.  She knows how to bring people together and to ensure they are 

heard.  Her love for Hawai`i and its people motivates her in her personal life, and enables her to inspire 

others to work together to find common ground.   

I truly cannot think of a better person to lead DLNR in these difficult times.  We are so fortunate to have 

someone like Dawn agree to undertake this challenging public service.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Dawn Chang for Chairperson of DLNR. 

Sincerely, 

Corianne Lau 
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Comments:  

 I am writing to urge you to not to confirm the nomination of Ms.Dawn Chang as 

Chair of the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR).   

  

The basis for my opposition to this appointment is that Ms. Chang’s approach to 

the pressing issues of our time has been too narrowly focused on meeting the 

needs of her corporate and organizational clients when the focus needs to be on 

protecting the public trust.   

  

The context for my concerns is the kuleana of the BLNR.  While I am sure that 

you are aware of that responsibility, a reminder is in order given the importance 

of the appointment being considered. 

  

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, headed by an executive Board of 

Land and Natural Resources, is responsible for managing, administering, and 

exercising control over public lands, water resources, ocean waters, navigable 

streams, coastal areas (except commercial harbors), minerals, and all interests 

therein. The department’s jurisdiction encompasses nearly 1.3 million acres of 

State lands, beaches, and coastal waters as well as 750 miles of coastline (the 

fourth longest in the country). It includes state parks; historical sites; forests and 

forest reserves; aquatic life and its sanctuaries; public fishing areas; boating, 

ocean recreation, and coastal programs; wildlife and its sanctuaries; game 

management areas; public hunting areas; and natural area reserves. 

A summary of that kuleana is protecting the public trust. 

  



Given this tremendous responsibility, the selection of a Chair should be guided by 

the highest principles.  There is ample evidence that the selection of Ms. Chang 

does not demonstrate an adherence to that fundamental requirement. 

  

The candidate should have demonstrated unquestionable integrity, a profound 

understanding of Hawaiian history and, a deep respect for the traditional 

Hawaiian civilization. 

  

While Ms. Chang’s work has been involved in a wide range of relevant areas, an 

examination of her record in those involvements discloses a bias that disqualifies 

her from holding the BLNR position.  Ms. Chang’s career is repeatedly 

characterized by decisions that ignore the mandates  

of history in order to facilitate the colonial mindset of facilitating economic 

exploitation, rather than acting as a protector of Hawai’i’s future.  Her long list of 

corporate clients is the visible manifestation of her true professional 

commitments.  Her company belongs in the company of businesses that prepare 

environmental assessments and environmental impact statements which give 

developers the cover of a document that says what the developer needs to justify 

the project at issue. 

  

There are other questions about the fitness of Ms. Chang.  Some of her actions 

appear to be unethical, such as advising clients on how to avoid taking legally 

required actions.  For example, she advised Kawaiahaʻo Church that its proposal 

to construct a multi-purpose center did not require an archeological inventory 

survey, which the law clearly required.  Ms. Chang’s advice was to ignore the 

legal requirement to avoid increasing the project cost. 

  

Her advice resulted in lengthy litigation and the illegal disturbing of hundreds of 

burials. 

One of the major issues BLNR must address is the future of Mauna Kea.  On that 

issue, Ms. Chang was responsible for preparing a woefully inadequate 

comprehensive master plan.  Her plan was missing provisions for natural and 

cultural management, decommissioning, and public access. BLNR determined 

that the plan was deficient. The delay in approving the missing critical pieces of 

the plan led to delays in the CDUA for the TMT construction. The BLNR had to 

step in to require compliance with the law lacking in Ms. Chang’s plan. 



  

DLNR is currently plagued by weak leadership, with multiple conflicts between 

offices and divisions, many due to conflicting mandates. The chronic 

understaffing and underfunding leads to ineffectiveness and institutional 

frustration.  The loss of institutional knowledge has led to a serious degradation of 

our cultural heritage.  

  

Ms. Chang does not demonstrate the skills to address these issues, and could serve 

to exacerbate the problems. Ms Chang is not the right person to be confirmed as 

Chair.  

I ask you to oppose her appointment. 

 



 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and members of the Senate Committee on Water and 
Land: 

I thank you for this opportunity to provide my personal testimony in support of GM516 
Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land and 
Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026. I 
strongly support this nomination and confirmation. 

I wish to start by saying that while I am a professor at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, I 
offer this as personal testimony and do not speak on behalf of the University. 

I have worked with Dawn Chang through her facilitation of a number of public processes for our 
Koʻolaupoko community over the past ~20 years that I have known her. I always found her to be 
a consummate professional who organized, led, and facilitated a wide range of public meetings 
that I participated in as a community member or UH research faculty member over the years.  I 
really got to know Dawn well when we worked closely on the designation process for the He‘eia 
National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR). I had the privilege of being the scientific lead for 
the designation and then serving as the Acting Manager for the Heʻeia NERR until permanent 
staff could be hired. Throughout the five-year designation process, I worked closely with Dawn 
to move through the site selection, development of the nomination package, public scoping 
meetings for the NEPA process, and development of the management plan.  Dawn organized and 
facilitated numerous focus groups to develop community priorities for research, teaching, 
management, and outreach as well as the proposed boundary for the He‘eia reserve.  She 
consistently went above and beyond to reach out to groups that she felt should have a voice in 
the process and was consistently fair, open, and always willing to listen and incorporate all input 
that was offered.    

The He‘eia NERR was the first Research Reserve in the nation to be community led and 
explicitly focused on restoring traditional practices instead of a return to pre-human conditions.  
It was a constant challenge to communicate the importance of Native Hawaiian perspectives to 
the federal bureaucrats who ran this process, and Dawn assisted in every step of that process.  As 
a result of that action, not only was this the first National Estuarine Research Reserve to focus on 
Indigenous management and cultural practices, it was also the fastest designation to complete the 
process in the history of the system. Dawn facilitated all the public meetings and focus groups 
that helped to develop the Reserve Management Plan, which seeks to remove alien invasives, 
replant native species, and restore cultural practices throughout the site. The major goal of the 
management plan is work with the site partners to restore the Heʻeia NERR to a functional 
ahupuaʻa and determine whether the restoration activities, by changing the land use and 
management practices, results in a more productive and resilient watershed where human and 
natural communities thrive on the ‘āina momona. This was not a typical process for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and it took considerable effort and 
coordination to pull it off.  Dawn was outstanding throughout the process and I am not sure it 
would have succeeded without her. 



Following on the publication of the 1992 Kāne‘ohe Bay Master Plan, the Kāne‘ohe Bay 
Regional Council was established in statute by the 1993 State Legislature.  One of the 
recommendations in that document was the establishment of a Natural Estuarine Research 
Reserve in Kāne‘ohe Bay, but it took until 2017 for this recommendation to come to fruition.  
Dawn’s facilitation of that prolonged process resulted in constant input from Heʻeia site partners, 
including, Koʻolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, Koʻolaupoko Foundation, Paepae O Heʻeia, 
Kākoʻo ʻŌiwi, and Kama‘āina Kids, as well as the neighborhood boards and a wide swath of the 
local communities. It is testament to her skills as a facilitator that the process was completed in 
record time, and it is testament to her dedication and passion for cultural resource management 
and historic preservation that it is the only reserve in the federal system to focus on Indigenous 
practices.  The He‘eia NERR brings in Federal funding to support the efforts of local community 
groups to restore Heʻeia and to document traditional Native Hawaiian practices realized under 
the ahupuaʻa system provides a better strategy for sustainable management of ‘āina momona 
than what has been implemented in recent history. Heʻeia NERR is now leading the country in 
being the first site to explicitly incorporate culture into the reserve design and management, and 
Dawn was a large part of that effort.   

I believe that Dawn has the experience, aptitude and skillset to be an excellent Chairperson. She 
is consistently fair, open-minded, professional and passionate about this place, its people, 
history, culture and natural resources.  In my experience she has consistently gone above and 
beyond the call of duty, and is deeply committed to Hawai‘i, its natural resources and its people.  
I can think of no better candidate for the nomination for this position. 

In closing, I would like to reiterate my most enthusiastic possible support for GM516 and 
confirmation of Dawn Chang for Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR). I want to thank your committee for the opportunity to offer this testimony. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert J. Toonen, Ph.D. 
Professor & Ruth D. Gates Endowed Chair of Coral Reef Systems 
Hawai‘i Institute of Marine Biology 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa  
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Comments:  

Dawn Chang is a wahine of character and integrity. She stands up for what she believes in and is 

passionate about what she does. She has the work ethic like no other and has tremendous grit. 

She isn't shy about showing her passion or emotions but as the sametime is able to make sound 

logical decisions. Dawn has always fought and spoke up for those that didn't have a voice. 
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Comments:  

I am writing to urge you to not to confirm the nomination of Ms.Dawn Chang as Chair of the 

Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR).   

The basis for my opposition to this appointment is that Ms. Chang’s approach to the pressing 

issues of our time has been too narrowly focused on meeting the needs of her corporate and 

organizational clients when the focus needs to be on protecting the public trust.   

The context for my concerns is the kuleana of the BLNR.  While I am sure that you are aware of 

that responsibility, a reminder is in order given the importance of the appointment being 

considered. 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, headed by an executive Board of Land and 

Natural Resources, is responsible for managing, administering, and exercising control over 

public lands, water resources, ocean waters, navigable streams, coastal areas (except commercial 

harbors), minerals, and all interests therein. The department’s jurisdiction encompasses nearly 

1.3 million acres of State lands, beaches, and coastal waters as well as 750 miles of coastline (the 

fourth longest in the country). It includes state parks; historical sites; forests and forest reserves; 

aquatic life and its sanctuaries; public fishing areas; boating, ocean recreation, and coastal 

programs; wildlife and its sanctuaries; game management areas; public hunting areas; and natural 

area reserves. 

A summary of that kuleana is protecting the public trust. 

Given this tremendous responsibility, the selection of a Chair should be guided by the highest 

principles.  There is ample evidence that the selection of Ms. Chang does not demonstrate an 

adherence to that fundamental requirement. 

The candidate should have demonstrated unquestionable integrity, a profound understanding of 

Hawaiian history and, a deep respect for the traditional Hawaiian civilization. 

While Ms. Chang’s work has been involved in a wide range of relevant areas, an examination of 

her record in those involvements discloses a bias that disqualifies her from holding the BLNR 

position.  Ms. Chang’s career is repeatedly characterized by decisions that ignore the mandates  



of history in order to facilitate the colonial mindset of facilitating economic exploitation, rather 

than acting as a protector of Hawai’i’s future.  Her long list of corporate clients is the visible 

manifestation of her true professional commitments.  Her company belongs in the company of 

businesses that prepare environmental assessments and environmental impact statements which 

give developers the cover of a document that says what the developer needs to justify the project 

at issue. 

There are other questions about the fitness of Ms. Chang.  Some of her actions appear to be 

unethical, such as advising clients on how to avoid taking legally required actions.  For example, 

she advised Kawaiahaʻo Church that its proposal to construct a multi-purpose center did not 

require an archeological inventory survey, which the law clearly required.  Ms. Chang’s advice 

was to ignore the legal requirement to avoid increasing the project cost. 

Her advice resulted in lengthy litigation and the illegal disturbing of hundreds of burials. 

One of the major issues BLNR must address is the future of Mauna Kea.  On that issue, Ms. 

Chang was responsible for preparing a woefully inadequate comprehensive master plan.  Her 

plan was missing provisions for natural and cultural management, decommissioning, and public 

access. BLNR determined that the plan was deficient. The delay in approving the missing critical 

pieces of the plan led to delays in the CDUA for the TMT construction. The BLNR had to step in 

to require compliance with the law lacking in Ms. Chang’s plan. 

DLNR is currently plagued by weak leadership, with multiple conflicts between offices and 

divisions, many due to conflicting mandates. The chronic understaffing and underfunding leads 

to ineffectiveness and institutional frustration.  The loss of institutional knowledge has led to a 

serious degradation of our cultural heritage.  

Ms. Chang does not demonstrate the skills to address these issues, and could serve to exacerbate 

the problems. Ms Chang is not the right person to be confirmed as Chair.  

I ask you to oppose her appointment. 

  

 



Aloha Chair Inouye and Members of the Committee: 
 
I submit this testimony in support of Dawn Chang as the next Director of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
I have known Dawn Naomi Chang for many years.  She is knowledgeable, 
experienced and proficient in leading the DLNR.  Although many of those 
characteristics result from her representation of the BLNR as the Deputy Attorney 
General assigned to the department, her passion as a native Hawaiian woman who is 
a practicing attorney provides her with insight that is intrinsic, inherent and 
essential to leading DLNR forward particularly when Hawaiian issues are at the 
center of the concern. 
 
That others passionately disagree with her is a testament to her fundamental belief 
in making decisions she believes in is necessary in support of the people of Hawai’i 
and in accordance with the laws and the Constitutions for which she is sworn to 
defend.  Although the decision may be difficult I am certain many of you have also 
similarly experienced making judgments with which many disagree.  Your job as a 
member of the Senate often requires choices and determinations that results in 
passionate responses both in support and in opposition. 
 
The job of leading the Land Department is not easy.  The job requires someone 
willing to meet with those who viscerally disagree with and it demands of an 
individual with complete dedication every day - weekends and Holidays included.  
The job obliges its Director to be accessible and fair with all who ask for assistance 
or who wish to offer advice.  It requires the Hawaiian values of ho’omanawanui and 
‘ahonui: patience and dedication to persevere. 
 
The Dawn Na’omi Ho’okano Shiroma Chang that I know will not “kick the can down 
the road”.  If you ask her a question, she will give you an answer, regardless that you 
may not appreciate the answer.  She is determined to do a good job and empathetic 
to those who may disagree with her.  She understands that this state department 
can be controversial and believes that to be a part of the duties and responsibilities 
in service to all of the people of Hawai’i. 
 
She will do this job that she is eminently qualified for.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Dawn Chang as Director of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Clayton Hee 
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Comments:  

Aloha Committee Chair Dela Cruz and members of the WTL.  I am writing in strong support 

in the approval of Governor Green's appointed Nominee Dawn Chang to the position of DLNR 

Chair. I see Dawn as a strong supporter of the Department of Land and Natural Resources and all 

the departments within her kulena.  My interaction as a BLNR member with her since she started 

has been open and welcoming to the community as well.  

She has taken the position to use the tools provided to the Department like the DLNR 

communication division to provide the residents with updates on issues and concerns (i.e. the 

Stranded Nakoa; DOCARE graduation; the importance of natural preservation & resources, like 

the recent BLNR approval of the FONSI to suppress the invasive mosquites thereby reducing 

the transmission of avian malaria to the Hawaiian endanged forest birds and restoring 

the Maunalua Fishpond Heritage Center, etc).   

I encourage each of to approve Ms. Chang and her expertise to put a positive spin on the DLNR 

Mahalo, 

Karen Ono (Kauai)  

 



Member of the Senate Nomination Committee: 

 

Re:  GM 516 – Nomination of Dawn Chang 

 

I write this letter in support of the nomination of Dawn Chang for the position of Chairperson of the 

Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

I have known Ms. Chang since 1985 when she succeeded me as the law clerk for the Honorable Walter 

Heen, Associate Judge of the Intermediate Court of Appeals.  I then had the opportunity to work beside 

her at the Attorney General’s Office for a number of years, where we were co-workers in the 

Land/Transportation Division.  We also had a law partnership for a short time, Chang, Ishida & Yamada.  

I also had the privilege of working at her company, Kuiwalu. 

Ms. Chang is an excellent candidate as Chairperson.  As a Deputy Attorney General, she has counseled 

the Department of Land and Natural Resources on numerous issues.  Ms. Chang also represented the 

Department in many contentious litigation situations.  She has a wealth of knowledge.  She has a calm 

demeanor.  She is patient and will fairly listen to all sides of a dispute.  She is an excellent public speaker 

and will be a tremendous advocate for the Department. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Chang has always balanced her work with her duties as a mother and, now, 

a grandmother.  She will be a beaming example that nice people can finish first. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this very important nomination. 

 

Lane T. Ishida, Esq. 

   



Dear Committee Members, 
 
My name is Dayna Williams, I am here in support of Dawn Chang, the gubernatorial 
nominee for Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Most know her as Dawn, but to me she is mom.  My mom raised my brothers and I to be 
independent thinkers, to do what we believe in, and to find a passion.  But the most 
important virtues she has instilled are to help give a voice to those who may not have one 
and to do what is right even when it is hard.   
 
She has spent her career empowering Native Hawaiians while also protecting and 
preserving our lands and resources making her the right person for this position.  My mom 
is thoughtful, compassionate, and fair, all necessary qualities in a great leader.  In her short 
time holding this position she has made tough and just decisions while maintaining her 
integrity and that of the DLNR. 
 
My freshman year of college was a tough year.  I remember calling my mom everyday 
crying and begging her to let me come home; the mainland was a huge adjustment for an 
island girl.  But not matter how many phone calls and tears shed, my mom always told me 
“stay the course, trust that this is where you need to be even though it is hard.”  There 
aren’t enough words to express my gratitude to her for making me feel heard and loved 
and for helping me to persevere.  
 
In closing, I humbly ask you to confirm her nomination as Chairperson for the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
And to my mom, I am proud to be your daughter, “stay the course, trust that this is where 
you need to be even if it’s hard.” 
 
Mahalo,  
Dayna 
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Comments:  

I write in strong support for Dawn N. Chang, whom I have known for over forty years, first as a 

classmate at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawaiʻi at Manōa, then as 

a collaborator on a variety of activities through the decades. 

This long view allows me to observe a consistency in her orientation, behavior, and spirit. 

Always, she has brought a positive problem-solving approach into the room. This begins with a 

habit of listening to others from all corners. I have never seen her impose her solutions as a 

starting point. For sure, she will have thoughtful opinions, which she shares in due time. 

She is realistic about what cannot be quickly solved and requires a leaning into. She understands 

the frailty of the human condition, which includes making mistakes or being plain haughty. 

Knowing this, she comes with patience, acceptance, and humility, qualties that I think come 

naturally to her. 

Sheʻs not a push-over. I think of her as “upright” not only in her desire to find the correct 

approach to a problem, but in the way she back-stops those who are vulnerable and need support, 

courage, and enpowerment. She stands so others can too. 

I am proud to count Dawn Chang as a friend and colleague. While I am contemplating 

retirement, she is committed to serving our state as a key member of Governor Greenʻs cabinet. 

It speaks to her well of strength and grounding. Leading the DLNR is no flower bed, and I am 

certain Dawn understands this. Yet, she sees this as an opportunity to wed her broad professional 

experiences and deep personal values with a position that offers the promise of advancing our 

state and, in particular, our Native Hawaiian communities. So, once again she stands. I 

respectfully ask that this Committee stand with her. Thank you.  

 



SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

Governor’s Message 516 – Dawn N.S. Chang 

DATE: Friday, March 31, 2023 

TIME: 1:00pm 

PLACE: State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

  
 
Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Committee Members, 
  
My name is Tina Roback. I am a retired Bank Officer. I am writing in strong support of a dear friend of 
mine, Dawn N.S. Chang. I’d like to share information with you about her character and I respectfully ask 
you to support her confirmation for Chairperson of DLNR. 
  
I met Dawn, (known to me by her middle name Naomi) and her family 36 years ago when both of our 
spouses were Police Officers. Naomi has strong family values, morals, principles, and supports her 
community, which makes her the perfect candidate to lead as Chairperson for the DLNR. 
  
Naomi is not afraid to take on challenges and make tough decisions for the State of Hawaii. As a 
businesswomen and Native Hawaiian, she specializes in strategic planning and facilitating culturally 
sensitive issues with people. She knows how to bring a team together. I am proud of all her 
accomplishments and honor our many years as friends. 
  
In closing, I humbly ask the committee to confirm Dawn N. S. Chang as Chairperson of DLNR. She has the 
experience needed to manage and control State public land and water areas. I am proud to know that 
Naomi would be the first Native Hawaiian women to chair the DLNR. 
  
Mahalo, 
 
Tina Roback 
(808)265-1849 
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Comments:  

I am honored to write this recommendation letter for Dawn Chang for the position of Director of 

the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). I have had the pleasure of working with 

Dawn for over twenty years on a variety of land projects, and I have seen firsthand her 

exceptional leadership and dedication to preserving Hawaii's natural resources and cultural 

heritage. 

Dawn has a wealth of knowledge in both cultural and legal issues related to land and natural 

resources. She has provided valuable guidance to clients and has been quick to advocate for 

Hawaiian and local people, ensuring that their voices are heard and respected. Her expertise and 

experience have been instrumental in mending relationships in the community, turning detractors 

into partners and allies. 

Dawn has worked in both the public and private sectors, giving her a unique perspective on the 

intricacies of kūleana to the Hawaiian community and the relationship with the state in upholding 

its laws. She has worked with all levels of regulation within the state, county, and federal 

governments and has been on both sides of the aisle for development with developers, 

landowners, and the community. 

Dawn's exceptional leadership, professionalism, and dedication to preserving Hawaii's natural 

resources and cultural heritage make her an ideal candidate for the position of DLNR Director. I 

strongly recommend her for this role and believe she will excel in leading the department in 

achieving its mission. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Committee Members, 

I am Kaleo Manuel, Deputy to the Chairperson for the Commission on Water Resource 

Management, but I am testifying today in my individual capacity. I strongly support GM 516 

nominating Dawn Chang as the Chairperson for the Department of Land and Natural Resources 

(DLNR). 

As you will hear her state consistently, Dawn is a process person.  I have watched her throughout 

my professional career lean into and hold space for our Native Hawaiian communities on 

divisive and controversial issues.  In these discussions, she ensures there is an equitable process 

for engagement and supports having voices at the table that have been historically 

disenfranchised from these spaces.  While it’s challenging for any person to facilitate in these 

types of environments, I watched Dawn bring compassion and empathy into all of the places she 

is a part of.  I believe these attributes and her focus on process will help her lead DLNR in the 

years to come. 

Dawn is solution oriented.  With huge issues and decisions at DLNR’s doorstep like military 

leases and the climate crisis, protecting and managing our public lands and resources will need 

strategic and comprehensive solutions.  In these past three months, I watched her take complex 

issues that have been languishing for resolution and break them down into short, mid, and long 

term solutions for consideration and action by staff.  This type of “how can we” versus “we 

can’t” approach is not only refreshing but is something needed at this time in the agency; no 

more kicking the can down the road. 

Lastly, as a kanaka wahine, I believe Dawn is the most ideal candidate to lead at this time.  She 

is committed to protect the public trust and our collective resources.  One small example is her 

dedication to institutionalize Ka Pa‘akai in DLNR and meet our constitutional mandate to protect 

traditional and customary practices of Native Hawaiians.  As an alaka‘i with ample education 

and professional experience, she will leave a legacy here at DLNR. 

I would be honored to serve alongside Dawn Chang to protect and manage our natural and 

cultural resources and I humbly and respectfully ask for you to support and confirm her as our 

next Chairperson of DLNR. 

Ola i ka wai, 



Kaleo Manuel 
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Friday, March 31, 2023 
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State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 96813 

Conference Room 016 
 

In consideration of 
GM 516 

APPOINTMENT OF DAWN N.S. CHANG 
 
Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante and Honorable Members of the Committee on Water and Land: 
 

I respectfully testify in strong support of the consideration and confirmation of Dawn Chang to serve as 
the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

 
 As a former Deputy Director of DLNR, I understand the demands of leading a department that is 
responsible for managing over 1.3 million acres of State public lands in forests, parks, and other natural areas, 
3 million acres of state ocean waters and small boat facilities, all fresh water, historic and cultural resources, 
watersheds, regulations of dams and reservoirs, endangered species, and invasive species control and 
regulating 3 million acres of land in conservation districts.  I believe Ms. Chang understands the challenge and 
can effectively lead such a department. 
 
 Ms. Chang has vast experience working with Ho’akea LLC, volunteering on the State Land Use 
Commission, being a member of the Accord3.0 Network, serving in the Department of the Attorney General, 
clerking at the Intermediate Court of Appeals, and serving as a social worker at the Lili’uoklani’s Children 
Center. She is a member of the Hawai’i Bar Association and Native Hawaiian Bar Association. Ms. Chang is a 
trained facilitator and mediator with the Mediation Center of the Pacific and was a Certified Continuing 
Education Instructor with the Real Estate Commission on Native Hawaiian Land Laws. In addition, Ms. Chang 
volunteered her free time as a former chair of the board of directors for the KEY Project, former board 
member of the Historic Hawai’i Foundation, and former board member of the Girl Scouts of Hawai’i. 
 

I am confident that Ms. Chang will make significant contributions as the Chairperson of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources and strongly support her nomination based on her knowledge of 
Hawaii’s lands, historic and natural resources, professional experience and understanding of the department, 
having served as a Deputy Attorney General in the Land/Transportation Division. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
 
 
 

Ken C. Kawahara, P.E. 



Lanihau Properties, LLC 
P.O. Box 9032 

Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 
Phone: (808) 936-7129 ● Fax: (808) 329-8044 

Email: rsmith@lanihau.net 
 
 
March 29, 2023 

Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair, Committee on Water and Land 
Senator Brandon Elefante, Vice Chair 
Senator Stanley Chang 
Senator Angus McKelvey 
Senator Kurt Fevella 
 
Re: Dawn Chang, Chair Dept of Land and Natural Resources (GM516) 
 
My name is Riley Smith.  I am writing in support of Dawn Chang, Chair of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources.   
 
I have known Dawn for over twenty years, but have recently had the 
opportunity work with her, as the Hawaii island representative on the Board of 
Land and Natural Resources. 
 
It has been a refreshing experience to work with Chair Chang on issues that 
pertain to our entire State, and especially those on Hawaii island.  I have found 
that she works long hours, listens well, has much aloha for everyone she deals 
with; whether she agrees with them or not. She treats everyone in the Board 
room, as well as those she meets on the street, with the same aloha and 
respect that we all deserve.   
 
During our short time on the Board of Land and Natural Resources, she has 
shown me that she has the skills, drive and ability to resolve conflicts, by 
looking for win-win solutions, that all sides can walk away from issues, 
knowing that they were listened to and treated fairly.  A few examples: 
 

a. She has come to Hawaii island, met with the livestock/ranching 
community, listened to their concerns, understands their need to have 
long term leases, so that they can invest in the infrastructure (fencing, 
water systems, roadways, facilities, etc.) that is required to ensure food 
security in our State.   She is moving forward on the requirements of Act 
90, even though it has languished for years. 
 

b. She visited the Country Club Condo project on Banyan Drive, before the 
decision to move forward on a long-term lease was voted on (3/24/23), 
so that she could see first-hand, the concerns raised by the residents of 
that facility and from members of our community.  She was able to 



obtain approval from the Board to renovate this aging facility and ensure 
that it is an asset to our residents, as well as the Hilo community. 

 
c. On the recent yacht grounding at Honolua Bay (Maui), she was there on 

that Sunday, along with Mayor Bissen, to monitor the salvage 
operations, to gain first hand knowledge that our natural resources were 
being protected, during this less than ideal situation. 

 
d. Chair Chang, due to her legal background, as well as that as a facilitator 

and mediator, is able to explain to the rest of us on the Board, the 
consequences of our decisions and how we must all focus on the best 
interests of the State, in how we vote on matters that come before us.  
When we’ve all heard the evidence and discussion is done, under her 
leadership, we are all ready and able to make those critical decisions. 

 
e. One of her current goals, is to bring our Board meetings out to the 

communities in which we serve.  Her plan is to schedule off Oahu 
meetings, so that we decide issues that pertain to each community, in 
front of that community.  BLNR has not typically conducted its meetings 
in this manner, even though the Hawaiian Homes Commission, Land 
Use Commission and Commission on Water Resource Management 
does.  Her desire to be transparent and open in decision making is 
commendable.  Each member of the Board will benefit from listening to 
public testimony, in person, in front of those that are impacted by the 
decisions we are tasked to make. 

 
f. Sometimes we overlook the importance of the host culture in how we 

conduct business in Hawaii.  Chair Chang is a native Hawaiian.  Her two 
deputies are also Hawaiian.  All seven members of the Board are also 
part Hawaiian.  Making difficult decisions, with compassion and aloha is 
part of our culture and is how we should all conduct ourselves.  Dawn 
exemplifies this trait in everything she does. 

 
For the above reasons, I wholeheartedly support Dawn Chang as Chair of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Riley W. Smith, P.E. 
President/Chief Executive Officer 
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Comments:  

It's good to have a Hawaiian in this position, but her background suggests a strong pro-developer 

bias, as opposed to a strong defense of our public trust resources. 
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Comments:  

OPPOSE. 

I'm a 40 year resident paying attention. This is a very bad choice for what the DLNR needs. 
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March 28, 2023 
 
 

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Re: GM 516 - Submitting for Consideration and Confirmation to the Department of Land 
  and Natural Resources (DLNR), Ms. Dawn Chang           
              
Dear Chair Inouye and Members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land, 
 
I am in STRONG SUPPORT of the appointment of Dawn Chang as Chairperson, Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) and do so with the utmost confidence that she will be a worthy addition to this 
important state department. 
 
In the years that I have known Dawn, I have found her to be a diligent, compassionate and capable leader 

who possesses the intelligence and technical knowledge relevant to land issues and regulatory 

requirements, the environment and public policy.  

In all of her various responsibilities, as a community volunteer, businessperson and member for various 

governmental boards and commissions, Dawn has demonstrated a sense of fairness, common sense and 

good judgment.  Her strong consensus-building skills will also prove to be invaluable. 

I am pleased to provide support of Ms. Dawn Chang to chair the board and believe that she is the right 
person for this position. 
 
Accordingly, I ask for your favorable consideration of Ms. Dawn Chang’s appointment to lead the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
 
Mahalo, 
 

 
Lance Wilhelm 
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Comments:  

Support 
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Comments:  

Aloha WTL Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee, 

I write in support of Dawn Chang for Chair of DLNR. 

Despite some important concerns that have surfaced with respect to Ms. Chang's prior 

professional engagements, I hope and expect that, in her new role as Chair of DLNR, she will set 

her compass solely and firmly on the critical natural and cultural resources protection mission of 

DLNR and its important divisions -- and that she will make the public trust her North Star. 

She has strong qualifications to lead the Department, particularly her legal and facilitiation skills. 

Since her nomination, after a bit of a rough start, she has demonstrated improved leadership 

abilities and made it up part of a steep learning curve - in committee meetings at the Legislature 

and BLNR hearings - showing a promising understanding of how DLNR can continue to grow 

and thrive. 

DLNR Chair is an incredibly difficult job that is incredibly important to all of Hawai'i nei. 

I want her to succeed and build on the strong legacy of prior DLNR Chairs and the widsom and 

expertise of her Deputies and staff. 

I wish her the best of luck.  

Mahalo, 

Denise Antolini 
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Comments:  

Aloha, I am submitting my testimony in support of Dawn Chang for the Chairperson of DLNR. 

Ms. Chang is a fair, honest and savvy business woman who will steer the department in the right 

direction. Her background and experience speak volumnes and the State of Hawaii residents, 

especially kanaka maoli, will benifit trmendously from her leadership. The Department of Land 

and Natural Resources has a massive responsibility to the local residents of Hawaii. Dawn Chang 

is the right leader to chair this prestigious and importnat position. I encourage the committee to 

approve her nomination. 

Mahalo, Mike Donnelly 

 



TESTIMONY ON GM 516 
CONFIRMATION OF DAWN CHANG AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES AND DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
Aloha, Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante and members of the Senate Committee on Water and 
Land, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chair of 
the BLNR and Director of the DLNR.  I come before you to strongly urge her confirmation.   
 
There are many reasons to support Dawn’s confirmation, but my experience working with her 
tell me that the following merit highlight: 
 

1. Dawn has a calm about her during the most chaotic of times; a calm that always quiets 
the storm and gives confidence to those involved, whether pro or anti.  DLNR is a very 
large department with many assignments and many constituents pulling in all 
directions.  It requires a Chair that can function clearly in chaos and ambiguity and still 
lead.  It requires strength and patience.  Those describes Dawn Chang well.     
 

2. I have heard criticism that Dawn’s work with Kuiwalu over the last 20+ years has 
included such a wide and varied portfolio of public and private clients, that one cannot 
trust her politics.  That’s not the Dawn Chang I know.   I expect that if confirmed as 
Chair, her private portfolio will be closed and her guidance will come first from DLNR’s 
mission as articulated in the State’s Constitution, from the State laws and regulations, 
from the Legislature and from the Governor.  Her constituents are the residents of 
Hawaii and I expect her loyalties will only lie there.   
 

3. Dawn has the experience of working with the department as its deputy attorney general 
and over the years has interacted with the department in many areas.  There is no 
learning curve with Dawn Chang.  She can start fast and she will not be distracted.   
 

Dawn Chang is an excellent choice as Chair of the Board and Director of the Department.  I 
strongly urge your confirmation.   
 
 
Ray Soon 

 
 



Charles \X/. Crumpton
Crumpton Collaborative Solutions
Mediation I Arbitration | Conflict Resolution

l25l Heulu Street. #1001 l Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
Phone: 808.284-9209 l Email: crumpton@chjustice.com

March 29, 2023

Re: Govern0r’s Nomination of Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the Department
of Land and Natural Resources

As a practicing civil litigation attorney 1978-2014, professor of conflict resolution 1995-
2013, and civil mediator and arbitrator since 1985, I am pleased and honored to submit
this letter in support of the Governor’s nomination of Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the
Department of Land and Natural Resources.
. l have known Dawn Chang for over 15 years and l am familiar with her professional
knowledge and skills and her personal character. I can attest to her exceptional
intelligence, integrity, dedication, professionalism, responsibility and research, writing
and speaking skills, as well as her ability to build strong and effective working
relationships with others in her work, with special emphasis on conflict resolution. To
my knowledge, Ms. Chang has manifested high levels of professional and personal
quality in all those factors and in all respects.
l believe that Ms.Chang is the best choice to lead DLNR now and for the coming

years. Perhaps the central point is that l know Dawn Chang to be a person of unshakeable
conscience, courage and character, with a depth and authenticity of respect and understanding
for Native Hawaiians, especially those who have been far too disrespected, mistreated and
disserved, in virtually every sector of their own homeland. l believe that Ms. Chang is the best
hope for DLNR under her leadership to reverse that history and tide of mistreatment, and to
substantially expand the opportunities and resources for Native Hawaiians, especially as
regards land, natural resources, and both the natural and human environment. l also know that
Ms. Chang is exceptionally attentive to people, situations and choices, and if there are past
actions or choices that others may fault her for, without understanding the full context of how
those circumstances transpired or her role, she has always been one who has deeply and
astutely learned from her experiences and from others. We can also all recognize that the
deeply multi-faceted, and often divided, Hawaiian community here has experienced too many
with leadership authority to affect their lives, who have misused that authority far less than
would be responsible and beneficial for the Hawaiian community. Added to all that and more,
Ms. Chang have learned and mastered the very complex, intricate and demanding human art of
conflict resolution, and can bring to the table insights, aptitudes, knowledge, skills and values
that can enhance the possibilities of fair, just and durable resolution for Native Hawaiians on
issues that affect them most deeply and long-term. As a good friend with many years in a State
Department leadership role said, “When we get the really tough problems, we call on Dawn.”
It is a pleasure and honor to fully support her application. lf there are any questions or

any more information is desired, please don’t hesitate to let me know.

Respectfully,

Charles W. Crumpton
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Comments:  

Testimony in Support of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources 

I am submitting this testimony in support of Governor Green's nomination of Dawn Chang as the 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). I have known Dawn 

since I worked at DLNR and she was a Deputy Attorney General. Over the years I have had the 

privilege of working with her on many projects involving community input and considerations of 

conservation and restoration of both natural and cultural resources. She is someone who has been 

willing to take on the tough issues to provide a fair and impartial perspective for all who were 

engaged in the various discussions. Her approach is to always lead first and foremost through a 

cultural lens bring sensitivity and compassion to each project. 

She has upon occasion, held herself to a difficult but high standard doing her utmost to maintain 

a neutral stance even when her own heart and passions were affected. I have worked with her 

when she did her best to reach out to all lineal decedents on a project in Maui to ensure that all of 

their voices were heard and their concerns addressed in a proposed restoration project at a 

culturally significant site. Over 80 members of these families attended our public meeting due to 

her efforts. 

I feel she has the background and compassion to be a good leader and work to not only complete 

ongoing important projects within DLNR but to bring a new and culturally-based orientation to 

the Department. 

Mahalo for your consideration. Athline M. Clark 

 



William M. Domingo 

District Judge, First Circuit      

1111 Alakea Street 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

Phone:  (808) 538-5003 

 

March 29, 2023 

 

To: Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chairperson, Committee on Water and Land 

Re: Testimony in favor of Dawn N. S. Chang, Governor’s Nominee for 

Chairperson Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Aloha Chair Inouye and committee members, 

 I wholeheartedly and without any reservations support the confirmation of 

Dawn N. S. Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural 

Resources.  I have known Dawn for over 40 years, we are graduates of the William 

S. Richardson School of Law, class of 1985.  Our class had many second career 

students, Dawn and I entered law school with a background in social work so we 

were kindred spirits from the moment we met.  After law school a group of us 

remained very close sharing the joys and heartache of work, family and life.   

Dawn has led her life guided by the principle of “pono.”  Living her life with 

balance, harmony and integrity.  Her legal career has focused on the preservation 

of the ‘aina and the empowerment and inclusion of all people.  Her considerable 

experience in the law and policy in both state government and the private sector 

make her the ideal person to lead the DLNR.  She is courageous and 

compassionate and possesses a moral compass that always points to truth and 

justice.   I respectfully urge this committee to confirm her appointment. 

      Mahalo and Aloha, 

      /s/ William M. Domingo 

       William M. Domingo   

                                   District Judge, First Circuit Court 

                          State of Hawaii     
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Comments:  

Dawn Chang is incredibly competent for this position. She was an incredible help when we were 

trying to navigate a situation in our area where people in the neighborhood were fearing 

renovation over a historic home and navigating those relationships. Dawn was extremely helpful 

and just very giving of her time to help our family, a native Hawaiian family, as we tried to 

preserve the historic architecture in the Kaimuki neighborhood. My family has known Dawn for 

many years and we can attest to her capabilities, thoughtfulness and acumen for this role for the 

government. We strongly endorse her as a person for this role. Mahalo. 
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Comments:  

To Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee on Water & Land, 

I humbly submit my written testimony and kindly ask your support for Ms. Dawn Chang to be 

the next chair of the Dept. of Land and Natural Resources.  

An attorney and mediator, Ms. Chang brings to the position her extensive experience in Hawaiʻi 

environmental law, real property law, and Native Hawaiian rights. Her previous work as deputy 

attorney general in the Land/Transportaton Division and as commissioner on the State Land Use 

Commission serves her well in her familiarity with interagency coordination in the state 

government.  

Most importantly, those who support her look forward to her historic appointment as the first 

woman of  Native Hawaiian decent to hold the position as chair of the Dept. of Land and Natural 

Resources. Her confirmation would be a professional and personal culmination of her life's 

work--her kuleana to oversee and manage Hawaiʻi's cherished natural resources. 

Mahalo nui for this chance to submit my written testimony in support of Ms. Chang's 

confirmation. 

Rana Lynn Kennedy 

 



Statement of 

LEO R. ASUNCION, JR. 

before the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
1:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

in consideration of 
 

Governor’s Message (GM) 516 
 
 
 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Senate Committee on Water and 

Land. 

I strongly support the nomination of Dawn Change to serve as Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

I have known and worked with Ms. Change for over 20 years, and she continues to 

demonstrate competency of the broad range of topics facing Hawai`i, as well as nationally and 

globally, in terms of our island environment, cultural resources, land conservation, and 

community collaboration.  With her varied experience in state government, the private sector, 

and non-profit organizations, it is my opinion that Ms. Chang is the right type of leader that the 

DLNR needs to advance critical initiatives for our island state and its residents. 

I have worked with Ms. Chang and her colleagues at Kuiwalu as they assisted the 

Koolaupoko, Oahu community and State Office of Planning in creating and establishing the 

He`eia National Estuarine Research Reserve, one of 30 Research Reserves across the nation.  

Her assistance in collaborating with community was key in going through the federal 

designation process in approximately 18 months.  This is in comparison to the other 29 

Research Reserves, who averaged between 24-48+ months to go through the same designation 

process. 



I have witnessed (and appeared before) Ms. Chang as a Commissioner on the State Land 

Use Commission where she always advocated for the communities, and natural and cultural 

resources impacted by proposed development projects that required a State land use district 

boundary amendment.  Her diligent work on the LUC ensured that impacts that a proposed 

development created were addressed and mitigation actions carried out. 

Ms. Chang possesses that right demeanor and collaborative nature to lead the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources, and she continues to demonstrate the highest level 

of leadership.  Dawn has gained my trust as a colleague and a friend, and I have the utmost 

confidence that she will serve our State well. 

I respectfully encourage the Committee to advise and consent to the nomination of 

Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on GM 516. 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

I respectfully request your support of Dawn Chang as chair of DLNR. I believe Dawn Chang 

will work with the community in seeking solutions. 

mahalo  

Tiare Lawrence  
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Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang as head of DLNR, she has demonstrated her commitment to protecting 

our public trust resources. Her leadership skills on the BLNR are remarkable and she is 

genuinely curious, thoughtful, and kind, even in the most challenging situations. I appreciate that 

she carefully considers testimony of the community from sister islands when issues that greatly 

impact us are being considered. 

Mahalo, 

Kai Nishiki 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

I’m opposed to Measure GM516 “Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN 

CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026.” 

I was witness to lack of leadership and understanding of meeting protocols for contested case 

during a recent BNLR meeting run by Ms. Chang who failed to look deeper into critical 

testimonies that contained peer reviewed studies and government documentation that lends itself 

to serious concerns for human health and the environment. 

Under Dawn Chang’s leadership as Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) Chairperson, 

the BLNR has violated the public’s rights to open governmental processes. Complaints have 

been filed with the Office of the Ombudsman requesting an investigation into the BLNR for 

interference with the public’s ability to testify at the March 10, 2023 board meeting. An 

investigation into the BLNR for violation of the Sunshine Law at the March 24, 2023 board 

meeting has also been requested through the Office of Information Practices. 

These investigations are of significant concern, as it appears the BLNR has attempted to 

silence discussion of very serious information provided in written testimony regarding a 

planned project that received final approval by the BLNR on March 24, 2023. The 

suppressed testimony includes peer-reviewed studies about the risks of the project to the 

environment, native birds, wildlife, and public health. It also includes documentation of 

procedural errors, specific conflicts of interest, potential interstate transport of pathogens and 

lack of permitting, failure to receive EPA approval for use of a biopesticide prior to assuring 

public safety, and EPA discreditation of the article cited in the Final Environmental Assessment 

asserting that the biopesticide poses no risk to human health. 

Additionally, live video testimony at the BLNR meetings on March 10, 2023 and March 24, 

2023 noted that both BLNR Chairperson Dawn Chang and Board Member Vernon Char have 

conflicts of interest regarding the agenda item and must recuse themselves from participating in 

any discussion or voting on the matter. The BLNR, under Chang’s leadership, chose not to 

address those conflicts of interest at the March 10, 2023 meeting. At the March 24, 2023 

meeting, both Chang and Char verbally denied their conflicts of interest and continued to discuss 

and vote on the agenda item. 



I do not feel Ms. Chang's actions qualify her in a leadership role as Chairperson. The Board of 

Land and Natural Resources is a government agency that makes crucial decisions affecting the 

lives of the people of these islands, our environment, and our wildlife. Board members, and the 

Chairperson in particular, must serve with integrity and honor the laws and procedures 

enacted to protect the public’s rights to open and fair government.  

 



McCully Works 
69 Railroad A-19  Hilo, Hi.  96720 

 

 

March 29, 2023  

 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 

The Honorable Senator Lorraine Inouye,  Chair  

The Honorable Senator Brandon Elefante, Vice Chair  

 

Re: GM 576  SUPPORT  Dawn N.S. Chang, Chair D.L.N.R. 

 
Aloha Chair Inouye and Vice Chair Elefante,  

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to support Gov. Josh Greens nomination of Dawn Chang for 

the Chair of DLNR.  I recently had the opportunity to participate in a Zoom conference 

call hosted by Hawaii County Councilwoman Sue Lee Loy in which the Chair nominee 

gave the Hilo community an opportunity to discuss issues critical to our economy. 

 

What a pleasure it was to hear of her anticipation and enthusiasm for working WITH the 

East Hawaii business community.  For far too long the commercial, resort, and economic 

public lands have been neglected to the point where the lesseʻs give up on their 

improvements and the properties fail.  The situation at Uncle Billyʻs Hotel site, which 

will cost the state a significant amount of money, was not caused by a lack of restrictions  

in the lease, it was caused by a lease that did not allow the lessee to amortize 

improvements as the property aged.  We need a Chair that can understand that public 

lands used for economic purposes need to meet those markets requirements for the leases 

to be economically viable.   

 

We need a Chair that can hear both sides of an argument before they make up their mind.  

We need a Chair who can balance the interests of the community and the interests of 

staff.  We need a Chair who is focused on improving all the areas within DLNRʻs  

responsibility, not just one particular area or another. 

 

Dawn Chang came across as interested and committed to getting her boots on the ground  

on the Banyan Drive, in Hilo, and around the state.  Thatʻs the kind of Chair we need at 

DLNR.  

 

Imua Dawn Chang ! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James McCully 



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF DAWN CHANG RE GM 516 2023  

I have known Dawn Chang since 1982 when we were first year law students, and have 

always been very impressed with her.  She is intelligent, kind and full of Aloha for Hawai‘i.  She 

is extremely qualified to be the head of Hawai‘i’s Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Her experience working for Judge Walter Heen at the Intermediate Court of Appeals for 

two years, and then as a deputy attorney general in the land and transportation division including 

much litigation, has given her the legal knowledge necessary to help find and navigate solutions 

to the many land problems facing our state. She knows the role of attorneys and their fiduciary 

duty to their clients, and that first-hand knowledge will be an added asset.  As a business owner 

she impressively and ably navigated the business climate of Hawai‘i.   

When we were raising our young children, she was a role model for my own parenting, 

since her kids were a few years older than mine.  She always showed her care for Hawai‘i’s land, 

culture and its people, and her love for her children and those they interacted with.  She acted 

with grace and kindness.  

I can’t think of a better appointment for the position!  She’s not only highly qualified,  

she works hard and has an exemplary character.   

       Sincerely,  

       Jodie Roeca 

       Honolulu, Hawai‘i 
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Comments:  

SHARE - SHARE - SHARE!!!!!! 

This is Crucially Important! 

OPPOSE DAWN CHANG  

via Deborah Ward 

 I am writing to urge you to not to confirm the nomination of Ms.Dawn Chang as Chair of the 

Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR).   

The basis for my opposition to this appointment is that Ms. Chang’s approach to the pressing 

issues of our time has been too narrowly focused on meeting the needs of her corporate and 

organizational clients when the focus needs to be on protecting the public trust.   

The context for my concerns is the kuleana of the BLNR.  While I am sure that you are aware of 

that responsibility, a reminder is in order given the importance of the appointment being 

considered. 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources, headed by an executive Board of Land and 

Natural Resources, is responsible for managing, administering, and exercising control over 

public lands, water resources, ocean waters, navigable streams, coastal areas (except commercial 

harbors), minerals, and all interests therein. The department’s jurisdiction encompasses nearly 

1.3 million acres of State lands, beaches, and coastal waters as well as 750 miles of coastline (the 

fourth longest in the country). It includes state parks; historical sites; forests and forest reserves; 

aquatic life and its sanctuaries; public fishing areas; boating, ocean recreation, and coastal 

programs; wildlife and its sanctuaries; game management areas; public hunting areas; and natural 

area reserves. 

A summary of that kuleana is protecting the public trust. 

Given this tremendous responsibility, the selection of a Chair should be guided by the highest 

principles.  There is ample evidence that the selection of Ms. Chang does not demonstrate an 

adherence to that fundamental requirement. 

The candidate should have demonstrated unquestionable integrity, a profound understanding of 

Hawaiian history and, a deep respect for the traditional Hawaiian civilization. 



While Ms. Chang’s work has been involved in a wide range of relevant areas, an examination of 

her record in those involvements discloses a bias that disqualifies her from holding the BLNR 

position.  Ms. Chang’s career is repeatedly characterized by decisions that ignore the mandates  

of history in order to facilitate the colonial mindset of facilitating economic exploitation, rather 

than acting as a protector of Hawai’i’s future.  Her long list of corporate clients is the visible 

manifestation of her true professional commitments.  Her company belongs in the company of 

businesses that prepare environmental assessments and environmental impact statements which 

give developers the cover of a document that says what the developer needs to justify the project 

at issue. 

There are other questions about the fitness of Ms. Chang.  Some of her actions appear to be 

unethical, such as advising clients on how to avoid taking legally required actions.  For example, 

she advised Kawaiahaʻo Church that its proposal to construct a multi-purpose center did not 

require an archeological inventory survey, which the law clearly required.  Ms. Chang’s advice 

was to ignore the legal requirement to avoid increasing the project cost. 

Her advice resulted in lengthy litigation and the illegal disturbing of hundreds of burials. 

One of the major issues BLNR must address is the future of Mauna Kea.  On that issue, Ms. 

Chang was responsible for preparing a woefully inadequate comprehensive master plan.  Her 

plan was missing provisions for natural and cultural management, decommissioning, and public 

access. BLNR determined that the plan was deficient. The delay in approving the missing critical 

pieces of the plan led to delays in the CDUA for the TMT construction. The BLNR had to step in 

to require compliance with the law lacking in Ms. Chang’s plan. 

DLNR is currently plagued by weak leadership, with multiple conflicts between offices and 

divisions, many due to conflicting mandates. The chronic understaffing and underfunding leads 

to ineffectiveness and institutional frustration.  The loss of institutional knowledge has led to a 

serious degradation of our cultural heritage.  

Ms. Chang does not demonstrate the skills to address these issues, and could serve to exacerbate 

the problems. Ms Chang is not the right person to be confirmed as Chair.  

I ask you to oppose her appointment. 

Thank you Barbara Wiedner  

1774 Puu Kaa St 

Kapaa Hi 96746 

808 635 2593  
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee on Water and Land, 

I am writing to support the nomination of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources. I have worked on several projects with Chair Chang as an 

entomologist to great effect. My first experience was working with Dawn on communication 

issues revolving around biological control. We even did a workshop together at the Hawaiʻi 

Conservation Conference. Dawn and I also worked on the develop of the Hawaiʻi Department of 

Agriculture's Interagency Biosecurity Program where we worked together to create a 

comprehensive, guiding document for Biosecurity. In all of my experiences with Dawn, she has 

been a positive collaborative force. She has a strong grasp of a myriad of subjects, brings an 

acute and critical mind coupled with excellent communication skills. She has a uniquely 

balanced background for the myriad issues that will confront anyone leading the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources and I believe she is imminently qualified. I also feel her 

confirmation will see a higher level of collaboration and indeed cooperation between DLNR and 

the Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture.  

For these reasons, I strongly encourage the members of this committee to recommend Dawn 

Chang for confirmation from the full Senate as the Chairperson for the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources. 

  

Mahalo, 

Darcy Oishi 
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Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang as DLNR Chair. 

 



Written Testimony
Only

Testimony in Support of GM516

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land
and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG.

SENATOR LORRAINE R. INOUYE, CHAIR
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND

Hearing Date: 3/31/2023 Room Number: CR229

I am writing in support of the nomination of Dawn Chang for Chairperson of the Department of Land

and Natural Resources for the State of Hawaii.

Ms. Chang’s resume demonstrates that she possesses an impressive grasp of the issues past and

present that the DLNR faces in theses challenging times. She has a diverse background which is an

asset as the Chairperson in a multifaceted agency such as the DLNR. The State will benefit for her

diverse background, professional accomplishments and commitment to service.

I have known Dawn as attorneys working in the Department of the Attorney General’s office. She

was assigned to the land division. Her knowledge and commitment to providing the legal advice to

her clients was admirable. It was my honor to work with Dawn on the issues following the return of

Kahoolawe to the State of Hawaii. I’ve witnessed her commitment to her culture as she negotiated

with the Navy on cultural issues. She possess a commendable and demonstrated commitment to

serve. She has an impressive educational background that she can draw upon to fulfill her

responsibilities and duties as the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources for

the State of Hawii.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



March 30, 2023 

 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee on Water and Land,   

 

      I am writing this letter in support of Ms. Dawn Chang, nominee for Chairperson to the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Ms. Chang has been a personal friend for over 45  

years as we first met during graduate school at the University of Hawaii, School of Social Work.  

Although our professional careers veered in different directions as she pursued a degree in law,  

we maintained a very close friendship allowing me to observe the admirable personal attributes  

that define her when we were students and to this day. 

      Ms. Chang has always been a highly organized and industrious individual.  Establishing her  

own law firm while raising 3 children, is evidence of her ability to organize and implement both  

her professional career and family.  She is humble, compassionate, dedicated to others and her  

integrity is exceptional.  With her many years of experience and expertise, she will be a  

tremendous asset to our State.   I strongly believe that Ms. Chang will be an excellent  

Chairperson to the Department of Land and Natural Resources.    

     Thank you for taking the time to review my testimony. 

 

 Sincerely, 

Judy Seminara 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Distinguished Members of the Senate Committee 

on Water and Land, 

I write in strong support of Dawn Chang to serve as Chairperson for the Department of Land 

and Natural Resources.  Having worked with Dawn and served on various nonprofit boards with 

her over the years, I have witnessed and have been inspired by her passion toward serving 

Hawaiiʻs people and in caring for our natural and cultural resources.  She is a skilled facilitator 

who ensures everyoneʻs voice is respected and heard in any given process, no matter how 

difficult the topic.  Dawn understands the importance of community talk story sessions and 

authentic engagement. DLNRʻs kuleana is immense, and it is imperative that its leader sets the 

example in ensuring Hawaiiʻs people are engaged and that the hardworking department staff are 

appreciated and supported. As a prior First Deputy for the department, I have much aloha and 

respect for DLNRʻs mission and staff and understand the pressure placed upon its leaders.  I 

believe Dawn has all the experience, skills and passion towards service to others to be an 

amazing Chairperson for DLNR.  I wholeheartedly support her nomination. 

Mahalo, 

Kekoa Kaluhiwa    
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Comments:  

I support the nomination of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the Board and Natural Resources. 

I am an attorney with Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel, a law firm in Honolulu.  I have known 

Dawn professionally for years.  Dawn is well suited to be the chair.  She is more than 

qualified.  Dawn has an extensive background in public lands regulation, including conservation 

and natural resource management.  She also has a deep knowledge of native Hawaiian traditional 

and customary practices. 

As important, her character is impeccable.  She is even tempered, fair and compassionate, works 

hard, is open-minded, will listen to all sides of any question and has integrity.  I would trust 

Dawn to decide what is best for the future of Hawaii. 

I urge the Senate to confirm the appointment of Dawn Chang. 

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony. 

Russell Kato 
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Robert Fishman Individual Support 
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Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Inouye and Members of the Committee on Water and Land, 

Happy to send this enthusiastic endorsement of Dawn Chang to be Chair, Dept. of Land and 

Natural Resources.  I have know Dawn for over a decade as a fellow member of Accord3.0, a 

respected group of mediators and dispute resolvers in Hawaii and on the US Mainland.   

Dawn is a compassionate leader and thinker who has earned the respect of everyone she engages, 

even those who view issues from different perspectives.  She is respected by everyone as an 

individual of the highest integrity, and her accomplishments are inviariably laced with 

transparency and candor.  She commands a deep knowledge of the issues surrounding land use 

and its close relationship to Hawaiian culture, and she has proven herself to be a trustworthy and 

effective leader. 

She will be a superb member of the governor's cabinet.  I strongly support her confirmation by 

your committee and the entire Senate. 

Very respectfully, 

Robert J. Fishman 

  

 



My name is Livia Wang.  I am the former Chief Counsel for 

the Hawaii Civil Rights Commission, and a former staff 

attorney with the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation.  I am 

submitting this testimony as an individual in support of 

Dawn Chang’s confirmation as DLNR director. 

 

I have known Ms. Chang for over 40 years in a personal and 

professional capacity.  Therefore, I can assure you during 

these 40 years Ms. Chang has always worked in the interests 

of the Native Hawaiian and local communities, as well as in 

the interests of our state’s lands and resources. She has 

the heart, expertise, and competency to successfully direct 

the DLNR. 

 

There has been criticism of her as a consultant for private 

developers.  However, please remember that her role in 

those instances was as a facilitator – ensuring that the 

Hawaiian/local communities were able to fully express their 

concerns, opposition, and/or suggestions about various 

projects. As a facilitator, she was not in a position to 

disapprove or advocate for or against any projects, despite 

what might have been her personal position. Instead, she 

effectively made sure developers heard what the community’s 

opposition/concerns were. 

 

As head of DLNR and chair of the BLNR, Ms. Chang is now in 

a position to be an advocate on behalf of Native Hawaiian 

communities, our state’s lands and waters and the 

environment. She is a strong supporter of community based 

resource management, especially since the DLNR currently 

lacks the funding and manpower to oversee all of our lands 

and waters. Currently, she has strictly enforced laws to 

protect our shorelines from private seawalls and 

encroachments, as well as our coastal waters from 

destruction by wayward tourists and vessels. 

 

For these reasons, I urge you to confirm Ms. Chang’s 

appointment as DLNR director. 
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Steve Roy Kaiser Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

Aloha and I fully suppport Dawn Chang as chariperson. Certainly a breath of fresh air as I find 

her a person who listens and is open to new ideas and sharing her position in educating others. 

She is a conscensus builder who takes the time to listen to all view points. And she takes the time 

to explain her position. And her background is open and not beholding to any group which we 

could not say about the past chairperson. Hearing comments from those against her nomination 

lets be clear, the money and depth of the enviromental groups who are against her is large. And 

with much of the money coming from outside of hawaii is monstrous and should concern us all. 

And for the last four years the department has not been balanced nor has it been open to all ideas 

and possiblities. Many of the programs proposed and initiated have been one sided and in many 

cases have not even been supported by science of their own departments. Clearly what we need 

is a chairperson open to new ideas and not decieded behind closed doors and intiated from the 

top. I have been impressed with Dawns ability to meet and discuss with those who have new 

ideas and questions. And her openness to explain her position and reasoning is clearly what we 

need in a leadership position as chairperson of DLNR. So I urge you to confirm her as 

chairperson  

Steve Kaiser 

Hawi Hawaii 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair and members of the committee - Testifying in my personal capacityand as a 

member of this community, I support the nomination of DAWN CHANG as the Chairperson for 

the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  The position is challenging and not 

without controversy regarding the tough decisions that will be made and will impact our culture, 

community, and resources - and remember that none of us have made perfect decisions 

throughout our lives or careers.  That said, I feel that she brings a wide range of experience to the 

job and will listen with an open mind, give consideration to all options, and make pono 

decisions. Mahalo to Dawn for her courage to step forward and lead, and for the opportunity to 

provide my mana'o. 

 



   
  

 
David W.H. Chee 

Telephone:808-539-1150 
Email: dchee@dcheelaw.com 

 

DAVID W.H. CHEE 
Attorney at Law 

1001 Bishop Street 
ASB Tower, Suite 585 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Facsimile No. 808-208-8689 

  

 
 

Christine S. Prepose-Kamihara 
Telephone:808-784-4963 

Email: cprepose@dcheelaw.com 

 
 

March 30, 2023 

COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Senator Brandon J.C. Elefante, Vice Chair 
 
 Re: GM 516 
 
Dear Senators: 

I write in favor of confirming Ms. Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the DLNR. 

I am an attorney and have been practicing in Honolulu for over thirty years.  

I have known Dawn both professionally and personally for over twenty years.  Throughout that 

time, I have always been impressed by Dawn’s honesty and integrity.  As an attorney for the 

DLNR, she never took the easy way out of anything, always choosing to do right.  She worked 

extremely hard – late into the night, through the weekends – to make sure the DLNR was 

properly represented.  Dawn worked smart too – her experience, both as an attorney and in life, 

has given her skills that allow her to get to results quickly.  Her dedication to the DLNR and the 

State of Hawaii could not be questioned. 

I have also been very impressed with Dawn’s ability as a conciliator.  In her private practice, 

Dawn’s ability to find common ground and bring opposing sides together to achieve common 

goals was apparent.  Especially considering that the issues involved were cultural, religious, and 

deeply personal, the ability to successfully navigate those waters is uncommon. 

In short, Dawn is the right person for this job. She brings cultural knowledge and sensitivity, 

combined with legal knowledge and experience and personal integrity.  On top of that, she 

brings true dedication to the DLNR’s mission. You could not ask for a more qualified person to 

head the DLNR.   

That is why I am pleased and honored to write in favor of Dawn Chang.   Please vote to confirm 

her nomination.  

Please contact me if you have any questions.  

Very truly yours, 
 
        /s/ David W. H. Chee 
 
        David W. H. Chee 

mailto:dchee@dcheelaw.com
mailto:cprepose@dcheelaw.com
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Honorable Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Committee on Water and Land, I am 

providing testimony in support of GM516, the confirmation of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson, 

Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).  

I am writing in support of the confirmation of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson of the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources. As a highly qualified candidate with years of experience in environmental 

and natural resources management, Ms. Chang's credentials and passion for preservation and 

sustainability make her the perfect candidate for this critical role. 

Ms. Chang's resume highlights her extensive experience working in public and private sectors on issues 

related to real property law, native Hawaiian rights, water rights, and environmental law. Her work at 

Ku’iwalu and the State Land Use Commision, where she focused on cultural resource management and 

land use, reflect her deep commitment to her core principles and values of public service and cultural 

preservation.  

In addition to her professional experience, Ms. Chang has also demonstrated a commitment to 

community service. She has served on numerous boards and committees focused on developing future 

community leaders and historic preservation. Ms. Chang’s commitment to the future while also 

preserving the past is a trait that is incredibly valuable as the Chairperson since many of the issues facing 

the DLNR include finding a balance of preservation and growth.  

If confirmed as the Chairperson, I am confident that Ms. Chang will bring her expertise, leadership, and 

commitment to environmental stewardship to the Department of Land and Natural Resources. Her deep 

knowledge of the issues facing Hawaii's natural resources and her ability to develop and implement 

effective programs to address these challenges will be invaluable in this role. 

 



For these reasons, I humbly ask you to please support the confirmation of Dawn Chang as the 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.    

Sincerely, 

 

Keith A. Regan 
Honolulu, Hawaii 



March 31, 2023 
 
Aloha nui Madame Chair Inouye and esteemed members of the Senate Committee on 
Water and Land 
 
Re: Testimony in support of the confirmation of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
 
Aloha kākou, 
 
My name is Lani Maˋa Lapilio and I am writing you to humbly ask for your support 
for Dawn Chang as the next Director of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources.  I believe Ms. Chang has earned your support given her work experience 
as a deputy attorney general for the State of Hawaiˋi Land and Transportation 
Division, and in private practice, as one who has demonstrated her passion for the 
ancestors of the first people who settled these islands. Ms. Chang is willing to make 
difficult decisions knowing she may endure criticism which speaks to her courage, 
skills, and confidence. 
 
I am also a native Hawaiian woman licensed to practice law in Hawai’i. I know 
intimately the challenges and difficulty in making decisions I believe is consistent 
with the laws by which we are governed, regardless that the decision is sure to 
invite the wrath of those who often times are native Hawaiians who are equally 
passionate and disagree with my position.   
 
The fact that native Hawaiian issues and decisions may infuriate and anger people is 
not a new phenomenon.  Native Hawaiians and others continue to experience the 
trauma of the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893.  That native 
Hawaiians continue to occupy the lowest rung of the ladder on political, social, 
economic and justice issues are not new.  I believe the passion expressed by native 
Hawaiians are a reflection of the way Hawaiians have been treated through history. 
 
How the resentment and ire is received and handled is a different issue altogether.  
Ms. Chang has always been a professional in these matters. I note here for the record 
that the nominee and I have disagreed on issues; however, that disagreement has 
been professional and handled as professional native Hawaiian women.  We are also 
former business partners and remain good friends to this day regardless that we 
may at times differ, on issues regarding the treatment of ‘iwi kūpuna.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony in support of Governor’s 
message 516.  Mahalo for your favorable support of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair. 



 
 
  

 
Testimony of 

CHRIS J. SADAYASU 
to the 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
1:00 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 
 

In consideration of  
GM 516 

Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN 

CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026.  
 

 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and Members of the Committee.   

 

I support the appointment of Dawn Chang to serve as the Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Ms. Chang has an extensive leadership background in both the public and 

private sectors and has collaborated with a number of government agencies.  She 

served as a Commissioner with the State Land Use Commission and had a key role in 

the land use decision making process.  In addition, Ms. Chang was a Deputy Attorney 

General with the Department of the Attorney General and served as the senior legal 

counsel with the Land/Transportation Division.  She is also a fellow graduate of the 

University of Hawai‘i William S. Richardson School of Law.  

 

 I respectfully ask for Ms. Chang’s confirmation as the Chairperson to the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources.   

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Ross Wilson Jr. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

While i'm a Native Hawaiian i'm not support Dawn for that reason. 

I firmly believe that she's the right person for the job. 

I've worked with Dawn Chang on a public process invovling DLNR and the Land Board years 

ago on Hawaii Island. She was always open and transparent and willing to listen to all points of 

view. She was always respectful to all parties.  

Dawn will bring a lot of sunlight to DLNR and I look forward to a new era.  

Please join me in supporting Dawn's nomination and voting for her confirmation. 

mahalo, 

Ross Wilson Jr. 

Kailua-Kona 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Dr. Chip Fletcher, and I am testifying in my individual and personal capacity.  I 

wholeheartedly support GM516 which nominates Dawn Chang to serve as the Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Currently, I serve as the Interim Dean of the School of Ocean and Earth Science and Technology 

at the University of Hawaiʻi and as the Director of the Climate Resilience Collaborative. 

Dawn Chang is well-informed about issues related to and caused by climate change.  Ms. Chang 

has repeatedly demonstrated her knowledge about how sea level rise will affect Hawaiʻi’s iconic 

beaches and coastlines. Ms. Chang has also demostrated her willingness to work dilligently and 

transparently with stakeholders from all sectors while steadfastly maintaining her fiduciary 

obligation to conserve and protect natural resources for present and future generations. 

I appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of Dawn Chang to serve as the Chairperson of 

the Department of Land and Natural Resources. Mahalo for your time and consideration of my 

testimony.  
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Margaret Pulver Individual Support 
Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

To the Members of the Committee on Water and Land, 

I fully SUPPORT the nomination and confirmation of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson for 

DLNR. 

Respectfully, 

Margaret Pulver 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 9:24:51 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Megan Blazak Individual Support 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice-Chair Elefante, and Members of the Committee: 

I support the confirmation of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair. Ms. Chang's impressive 

professional background, including her legal knowledge and experience as a Commissioner of 

the State Land Use Commission, make her a highly qualified candidate for this important 

leadership position. I urge you to confirm her for the position. Mahalo. 

Megan Blazak, MBA 

Hilo, HI 
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Comments:  

Aloha Senator Inouye and Senator members of the Committee on Land and Water, 

My name is Rick Towill and am providing my testimony herewith, in support of the 

confirmation of Dawn Chang as nominated by Governor Josh Green to the position of 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resource. 

Both Dawn and myself were born and raised in the rural country communities of Kane'ohe and 

Waihe'e on the Windward side of O'ahu; we were both blessed with loving, hardworking, and 

humble parents, and those values were an everyday part of our respective upbringing. 

We are proud of Dawns scholastic persuites that culminated ultimately in the law degree that she 

earned. While beginning and raising our respective families, we served on the board of KEY 

Project (Kahalu'u Ecumenical Youth Project), for many years; each of us leading the board as 

chair over that time. Dawn earned my utmost of respect over those year as a caring and 

thoughtful, but decisive leader. 

Dawns native Hawaiian heritage through the Ho'okano line, has made her a deep and caring 

descendant of all things Hawaiian, and she cares deeply abou that special heritage.  Additionally, 

Dawns mastery of Law, has given her the ability to provide leadership within our State and 

Federal governments here in Hawai'i Nei. 

Given this background, I humbly urge you to confirm Dawn   as our next chairperson to lead the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources! We are and will continue to be confronted with 

overuse, abuse and disrespect of or back country and watershed areas on land, as well as the 

same of our nearshore waters and ecosystems. In addition we will face the daunting challenges of 

sea level rise, and how best to adjust our shoreline lifestyles based upon the current science and 

data that projects the consequences. 

This is clearly the most difficult leadership role in our Star Goernment, and no matter how one 

wades thru it all, not everyone will be left happy and satisfied; the good news is that Dawn is up 

for the challenge, and will be very successful in this role. 

Please confirm Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources! 

Respectfully submitted with much Aloha,  



Richard S "Rick" Towill 

 



Puananionaona Patria Thoene 
onaona.thoene@gmail.com 
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March 30, 2023 

 

Aloha e Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of the Senate Committee on 

Water and Land,  

 

 I submit this testimony in SUPPORT of GM 516, appointing Dawn Chang as the 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) for a term to expire on 

December 31, 2026. 

 

I am a partner at Carlsmith Ball LLP and the current Chair of the State Environmental 

Advisory Council (Council).  I first became acquainted with Dawn in my capacity as an attorney 

practicing before the State Land Use Commission (LUC) while she served as a member of the 

LUC.  Dawn was very professional as an LUC commissioner.  Her questions and comments for 

the parties indicated that she carefully reviewed the materials submitted and put great thought 

into her consideration of the matters before the LUC.  This left an impression on me both as an 

attorney representing clients before a volunteer commission, but also as a member of the public 

who serves as a volunteer on the Council.  Most volunteers for state and county boards and 

commissions hold full time jobs outside of their civic roles, so it is greatly appreciated when a 

member takes the time necessary to meaningfully review pleadings, exhibits, and testimony that 

the parties spend so much time preparing.   

Another great quality that I observed in Dawn is her ability to analyze the evidence 

presented before her and to make decisions based on that evidence and the criteria for the permit 

or approval before the LUC, rather than solely based on personal passions or pressure from 

outside forces.  Furthermore, Dawn has the temperament to effectively lead the DLNR.  She is 

thoughtful in her deliberations and patient when listening and speaking with others.  These are 

qualities that will be required in her role as Chairperson of both the DLNR and the Board of 

Land and Natural Resources. 

I have also gotten to know Dawn outside of her role as an LUC member.  Last year, she 

invited me to speak with her and several others on a panel about the Ka Paʻakai case and 

analysis.  Our preparation sessions for the panel presentation gave me an opportunity to better 

acquaint myself with Dawn's perspective on the role that the Ka Paʻakai analysis should play in 

state land use decisionmaking.  Although Dawn and I may disagree on certain points, our 

interactions were respectful.  She is able to work gracefully with folks who hold very different 

viewpoints and find common ground.   
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 - 2 -  

Dawn's professional and community service experience is impressive.  In addition to 

serving as an LUC commissioner, Dawn has extensive legal experience as a former deputy 

attorney general practicing in the areas of law that the DLNR deals with, such as environmental 

law, administrative law, native Hawaiian rights, and water law.  Dawn also has private sector 

experience as the principal of her consulting firm which focused on cultural resource 

management, among other things.  The expertise that Dawn has obtained over the years working 

for the State, in the private sector, and with community and environmental groups make her a 

well-rounded candidate for Chairperson of the DLNR.  Dawn is willing to serve the State in this 

capacity and is certainly qualified to do so. 

 For these reasons, I support GM 516 and ask that this Committee please vote in favor of 

confirming Dawn Chang's appointment as Chairperson of the DLNR.  

 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this 

matter and for your consideration. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair In Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and members of the Hawaii State Senate. I am 

writing today to express my endorsement of Dawn Chang for Director of the Dela of Land and 

Natural Resources. I feel she has the capacity to do great job in that position. She will definitely 

put the people of Hawai'i first. I humbly ask for your support. 

Mahalo, 

Makai Freitas  
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Comments:  

Dawn Chang has a long history of rigging deals for Rail TOD and blocking historic and 

Hawaiian 

cultural sites. This "nice lady" is really a very crafty and cunning backroom lobbyist and will 

be in control of DLNR- Hawaii State Preservation to rig everything for developers. She is 

a sellout of Hawaiian cultural preservation. This nominee is inappropriate to lead this 

department, and any disclaimers that her past dealings will not influence her decisions should not 

be believed. 

Thank you for voting "NO"/ 

 



From: Richard Ha
To: Brad Knowlton
Subject: Strong support for Dawn Chang of DLNR Chair
Date: Thursday, March 30, 2023 9:40:02 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Aloha Sen Inouye

Dawn Chang is Governor Josh Green’s nominee to lead the Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR). She would be the first native Hawaiian woman in that position and would
make us proud as chairperson of the DLNR. 
 
I know her personally and have seen how she works with people. It didn't take long to realize
that her values were the same as mine. Dawn is an honorable person with the best interests of
the Hawaiian people at heart, and I support her appointment one hundred percent. 
 
I would stake my reputation on her.

Dawn Chang is an expert on land issues and regulatory requirements. She’s been Deputy
Attorney General for the DLNR, served on the State Land Use Commission, and worked with
the Queen Lili‘uokalani Children’s Center. She also ranKu‘iwalu, which helped communities,
especially Native Hawaiian ones, ensure compliance with federal, state, and local regulations.
 
I asked her to tell me what she brings to the DLNR appointmentand wanted to share with you
what she told me.
 
Dawn Chang’s family and work background
 
My mother’s last name is Ho'okano, and we come from the ahupua'a of Kahalu‘u on O‘ahu. I
have been grounded in Hawaiian cultural values. My mother's family were lawai‘a, fishermen.
We also had kuleana lands. We were embroiled in 25-year litigation on our kuleana lands to
get access. 
 
Professionally, I started as a community organizer with the Queen Lili‘uokalani Children's
Center. My passion was to work with the Hawaiian community for self-empowerment, but as a
social worker doing community organizing in Waimanalo, I realized that there were systemic
problems, whether they were housing, education, or health, that required a much broader
intervention. More than social work. 
 
I am so grateful for Chief Justice Richardson, who established UH’s Richardson School of
Law, because he had two missions, at least in my mind. The two missions were to provide
access to affordable legal education, primarily to local residents, including native Hawaiians.
Then the kuleana or responsibility was to provide access to legal services as a graduate.
 
She says it’s a time for healing
 
The DLNR cannot steward 1.3 million acres by itself. We need to do that in partnership with

mailto:richard@hamakuasprings.com
mailto:b.knowlton@capitol.hawaii.gov


the community, but the community has not trusted government. In particular, native
Hawaiians have felt disengaged from the public process. It’s a time of healing with the
community, especially the native Hawaiian community, whether it be about Mauna Kea,
marine resources, or forestry lands.
 
What Dawn Chang wants for DLNR
 
I realized as deputy attorney general that many people would come before the Board of Land
and Natural Resources or the Water Commission, and that's the first time they heard about a
controversial project. I said, There's got to be a better way. It cannot be checking off the box
and people just come to DLNR decision-making, because they're angry at that time. 
 
So I dedicated my practice, a small consulting firm, not as a lawyer but as a consultant, to
design and facilitate culturally sensitive proactive outreach plans. For example, when I did
the comprehensive management plan on Mauna Kea, I met with 200 small group talk stories
before we had any public meetings. I'm willing to do a lot more engagement to go out to the
communities to meet with people. The community needs to feel a sense of partnership with us
in the management of these public lands.
 
I also want to see greater coordination internally within DLNR. It’s our obligation to be much
more coordinated and much more transparent, and engaging with the community. We're going
towork very hard to reestablish trust.
 
I'd also like us to spend a lot more time on education rather than just regulations and
enforcement. These are sort of long-term goals, but they are some of the major initiatives I'd
like us to move into. 
 
Opposition to her nomination
 
I think people don't understand the roles I've played. I have taken on extremely contentious
issues. My role was to design a process that first educated the client – a private client, a
private developer or government agency – about the need to do more than check off the
box and have a public meeting when you have an environmental assessment. It’s a need to go
out into the community and really talk to people, to understand their connection to this
land and why they are so angry.
 
I really tried to create a sensitivity because, I said, somebody is going to do these meetings.
And isn't it better that we have someone who comes with some cultural sensitivity and creates
a safe space for a community that has been historically disenfranchised from the public
process? 
 
I think Mauna Kea and the kia‘i movement have demonstrated that many in the community,
particularly the Hawaiian community and younger generations, have somewhat drawn aline
in the sand and said, Enough, we're not going to take it anymore. Is that constructive? It has
brought a lot of issues up to the front, but in the long run, we really need to do a better job of
communicating and engaging the community in meaningful ways. 
 
So that's what I'm hoping to bring to my term, assuming I get past confirmation. There are
people who oppose my confirmation, mostly, I believe, because they don't understand the role
I've played. I also understand, because it comes with the territory, that the higher the risk, the



more criticism. I'm willing to do it because I think the time is right for these kinds of skillsets
to work with our community towards healing.
 
I couldn’t have more confidence in Dawn Chang and hope you will take this into
consideration.
 
Richard Ha
808 960-1057

Richard@hamakuasprings.com
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Comments:  

I support the nomination of Dawn Chang as the Chairperson. 
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Comments:  

I support the nomination of Dawn Chang to the position of DLNR Chair because she is honest, 

open minded, caring, works hard and fair. Mahalo.  John sabas 
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Comments:  

Questions for Dawn Chang 

  

1. “Property rights” of ceded land beneficiaries (Mauna Kea) (cite Supreme Court) 

  

A native Hawaiian practitioner whose great grandparents resided on the slope of Mauna Kea, and 

who today uses traditional ceremony and ritual practices for healing in the Conservation District 

of Mauna Kea recently requested a Contested Case Hearing regarding the Supplement to the 

Comprehensive Management Plan, based on her property interest in the ceded land held in trust 

by the State of Hawaii for native Hawaiian beneficiaries. DLNR staff submittal stated that… 

““To have a property interest in a benefit, a person clearly must have more than an abstract need 

or desire for it. He must have more than a unilateral expectation of it. He must, instead, have a 

legitimate claim of entitlement to it.”3 In this instance, the Petitioner cannot show a property 

interest in the 2022 Supplement or that the 2022 Supplement will affect any property in which 

the Petitioner has an interest. 

The staff submittal also states that the “owner” of the land in question is the State of Hawaii. 

QUESTION: What is your position regarding the rights and property interest of native 

Hawaiians on Crown and Government lands held in trust, and the fiduciary duties of the 

DLNR toward the beneficiaries? How will you assure that these rights are addressed and 

protected? What about DLNR’s approach should be improved?  

Do you believe that the State of Hawaii “owns” the land in question, or does it have a trust 

relationship. How would you approach the fiduciary responsibilities as a trustee? 

1. Rights of Hawaiian traditional and customary practitioners (application of Ka 

Pa`akai ruling) 

The Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP) Supplement does not address the concerns you 

raised in the review of the 2009 CMP review, regarding consultation with native Hawaiians. In 



fact, the Supplement treats all visitors to the UH Managed Lands the same, without regard to the 

traditional and customary practices of native Hawaiian practitioners. 

  

QUESTION: Would you support the development of a subplan for Mauna Kea, or the 

development of a management document for all the stolen lands to address the 

constitutional rights of native Hawaiians? 

  

1. Enforcement and fines for violations 

Peaceful protectors including local residents and kupuna with ancestral ties to land were arrested 

for holding a vigil in front of a road already closed by order of the governor. Their cases were 

dismissed after months of litigation and tremendous cost to both the state and the arrestees. 

  

QUESTION: How do you view the rights of native Hawaiian protectors making peaceful 

statements regarding the lands being held in trust for their benefit? How would you 

recommend that DLNR handle such a case in the future? 

1. Freedom of spiritual practice 

Native Hawaiian practitioners constructed `ahu on Mauna Kea Lands traditional used and 

recognized as a heritage site and TCP. The `ahu were removed by UH personnel. They sought no 

advice from burial council, sought no permit to deconstruct, and made no record of the location. 

QUESTION: Do you believe that a native Hawaiian spiritual practitioner should be 

required to have a permit to build a `ahu on lands held in trust, as set out in the Mauna 

Kea comprehensive management plan you wrote? 

1. Climate change management 

The immediate and impending effects of climate change are reflected in increased storm surges, 

king tides that flow into previously higher ground, and sea level rise affecting infrastructure and 

facilities along the shoreline. The fluctuations of temperature and rainfall are leading to intense 

droughts, heavy flooding, and generally warmer temperatures. These changes are affecting near-

shore coastal waters and the organisms that live there, as well as birds, insects, and plants unique 

to Hawaii that are under challenge of extinction. 

  

QUESTION: What steps should DLNR be taking to address the lands held in trust to 

mitigate these challenges? 



1. Marine reserves and community -based management 

  

QUESTION: Do you support community-based management of marine reserves? How 

should DLNR better protect the near-shore coastal fauna and coral reefs to address the 

rights of native Hawaiian gatherers? 

1. 65 year leases along shoreline (Waiakea peninsula) 

A former hotel now managed as decrepit accommodations for houseless residents has been 

proposed for a 65-year lease and renovation. The bottom floor, now used as a meeting area, has 

been inundated with wave wash repeatedly, and the building is within several feet of the 

shoreline. The county SMA rules would not permit new development this close to the shoreline. 

QUESTION: Do you believe that a 65 year lease makes sense in the Waiakea peninsula, 

given sea level rise and storm surge predictions?  

1. Aquarium collecting vs Hawaiian cultural gathering (West Hawaii) 

Commercial aquarium collecting takes close to a million fish a year from our near shore reefs for 

sale to a worldwide trade. Despite marine reserves, the populations of coastal fish for subsistence 

gathering have declined, to the detriment of local residents and native pratitioners. 

The cruel treatment of captive fish, and the high mortality of these animals is not addressed. 

QUESTION: Now that West Hawaii EIS has been approved, but is subject to court 

challenge, would you support allowing permits for aquarium collecting to be issued by 

DLNR? 

1. Transfer of DLNR managed land to DOA for ranching (Kapapala) 

There is demand from the cattle ranching interests to transfer DLNR managed lands to the 

Department of Agriculture. These lands can be comprised of native forest and provide watershed 

services, keeping a diverse overstory of vegetation more resilient to effects of climate change. 

Conversion of forest lands to grassland would not provide the same ability of the land to absorb 

and hold rainwater, particularly when grassland is subject to invasion by invasive insects such as 

the two-spotted leaf hopper currently decimating grasslands on the Big Island. 

QUESTION: How would you propose that DLNR evaluate these requests for transfer from 

DLNR management to DOA management? Would you require that public hearings be held 

on the island of proposed transfer? 

10) Respect for `iwi and Hawaiian culture 

  



Dawn Chang advised Kawaiahaʻo Church that its proposal 

to construct a multi-purpose center did not require an 

archeological inventory survey, which the law clearly 

required. Ms. Chang’s advice was to ignore the legal 

requirement to avoid increasing the project cost. Her advice 

resulted in lengthy litigation and the illegal disturbing of 

hundreds of burials. 

  

QUESTION: How would you address the issue of `iwi 

protection and respect if you were chair of DLNR? 

DLNR is currently plagued by weak leadership, with multiple conflicts between offices and 

divisions, many due to conflicting mandates. The chronic understaffing and underfunding leads 

to ineffectiveness and institutional frustration. The loss of institutional knowledge has led to a 

serious degradation of our cultural heritage. 

  

QUESTION: What changes would you make to address DLNR’s current situation? 
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Comments:  

Michael Golojuch, Jr.  

Makakilo 
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Comments:  

  

Testimony regarding Senate GM 516 

Lanny Sinkin 

Attorney at Law 

P. O. Box 944 

Hilo, Hawai’i 96721 

Lanny.Sinkin@gmail.com 

(808) 936-4428 

 March 30, 2023 

To:  Members of Hawai’i Senate 

Re:  Appointment of Dawn Chang 

  

I am writing to urge you not to confirm Dawn Chang to be Chair of the Board of Land and 

Natural Resources (BLNR).  I know that you will be hearing deep concerns about that 

appointment from many people, who consider this nomination to be a threat to protection of the 

natural environment and to the rights of those engaged in practicing the traditional Hawaiian 

faith. 

The context for those concerns is the kuleana of the BLNR.  While I am sure that you are aware 

of that responsibility, a reminder is in order given the importance of the appointment being 

considered. 

mailto:Lanny.Sinkin@gmail.com


"The Department of Land and Natural Resources, headed by an executive Board of Land and 

Natural Resources, is responsible for managing, administering, and exercising control over 

public lands, water resources, ocean waters, navigable streams, coastal areas (except commercial 

harbors), minerals, and all interests therein. The department’s jurisdiction encompasses nearly 

1.3 million acres of State lands, beaches, and coastal waters as well as 750 miles of coastline (the 

fourth longest in the country). It includes state parks; historical sites; forests and forest reserves; 

aquatic life and its sanctuaries; public fishing areas; boating, ocean recreation, and coastal 

programs; wildlife and its sanctuaries; game management areas; public hunting areas; and natural 

area reserves." 

Given this tremendous responsibility, the selection of a Chair should be guided by the highest 

principles.  There is ample evidence that the selection of Ms. Chang does not demonstrate an 

adherence to that fundamental requirement. 

The candidate should have demonstrated unquestionable integrity, a profound understanding of 

Hawaiian history and, a deep respect for the traditional Hawaiian civilization. 

Recently, the a majority of the BLNR denied a request for a contested case involving the 

Comprehensive Management Plan for Mauna Kea.  In doing so, they accepted the staff’s position 

that Native Hawaiians have no property interest in the lands in question.  While Ms. Chang 

recused herself from the Board’s discussion of the contested case request, she should be asked at 

this point whether she agrees with the Board’s embracing this profound misunderstanding of the 

law and history.  If so, that position would be sufficient in and or itself to disqualify her from 

being confirmed as Chair. 

While Ms. Chang’s work has been involved in a wide range of relevant areas, an examination of 

her record in those involvements discloses a bias that disqualifies her from holding the BLNR 

position.  Ms. Chang’s career is repeatedly characterized by decisions that ignore the mandates 

of history in order to facilitate the colonial mindset of facilitating economic exploitation, rather 

than acting as a protector of Hawai’i’s future.  Her long list of corporate clients is the visible 

manifestation of her true professional commitments.  Her business belongs in the company of 

businesses that prepare environmental assessments and environmental impact statements which 

give developers the cover of a document that says what the developer needs to justify the project 

at issue. 

There are other questions about the fitness of Ms. 

Chang.  Some of her actions appear to be unethical, such as 

advising clients on how to avoid taking legally required 

actions.  For example, she advised Kawaiahaʻo Church that 

its proposal to construct a multi-purpose center did not 

require an archeological inventory survey, which the law 



clearly required.  Ms. Chang’s advice was to ignore the legal 

requirement to avoid increasing the project cost. 

Her advice resulted in lengthy litigation and the illegal 

disturbing of hundreds of burials. 

One of the major issues BLNR must address is the future of Mauna Kea.  On that issue, Ms. 

Chang was responsible for preparing a woefully inadequate comprehensive master plan.  Her 

plan was missing provisions for natural and cultural management, decommissioning, and public 

access. 

BLNR determined that the plan was deficient. The delay in approving the missing critical pieces 

of the plan led to delays in the CDUA for the TMT construction. 

The BLNR had to step in to require compliance with the law lacking in Ms. Chang’s plan. 

The current status of the proposed Thirty Meter Telescope is 

a standoff.  The politics of that issue are intractable.  Either 

the telescope will be built or it will not.  There really is no 

middle ground.  The new Authority cannot change that 

reality. 

Addressing the issue of the Mauna will require great 

sensitivity on the part of BLNR leadership and a Chair that 

is trusted by the community, particularly the Hawaiian 

community.  Ms. Chang’s record will preclude that needed 

trust, as her corporate bias is transparent. 

There is also the potential for significant damage to the 

community, if there is an attempt to forcibly remove those 

who gather to prevent any attempt at construction.  Bringing 

in law enforcement personnel from other islands will only 

make the political situation worse. 



There is a heightened need for a Chair that is not tainted by 

prior demonstrable bias.  Ms. Chang is not the right person 

to be confirmed as Chair. 

  

                                                                                    Aloha 

 



 

March 31, 2023 

 

Testimony IN SUPPORT for 516 GM Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the 

Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, 

for a term to expire 12-31-2026. 

My name is Dolan Eversole, I am a faculty member of the University of Hawaii Sea Grant Program 

but I am testifying today as an private individual IN SUPPORT of Dawn Chang's nomination as the 

Chairperson of the DLNR.   

Ms. Chang's experience, professionalism and demure are well-suited to serve as the Chairperson of 

the DLNR.  I had previously served as an technical, science and policy advisor to the DLNR from 

2003 to 2010 under 3 different Chairs of the DLNR. I feel I have a qualified understanding for the 

position and the skills and experience needed to successfully conduct this role. 

Ms. Chang is an expert on land issues and regulatory requirements. She served 14-years as Deputy 

Attorney General with the Hawai’i Office of the Attorney General-Land/Transportation Division and 

counsel to various State Boards and Commissions such as the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 

Commission on Water Resources Management, Kaho’olawe Island Reserve Commission, Na Ala 

Hele Trails and Access system, Natural Area Reserves program, and Island Burial Councils. During 

her tenure with the Attorney General’s Office, she litigated cases that were heard in state and federal 

courts. In 2016, Ms. Chang was appointed and confirmed to the State Land Use Commission and 

served until 2022. She is a former social worker with Queen Lili‘uokalani Children’s Center where 

she was a community organizer in Waimanalo and counseled orphaned and disenfranchised Native 

Hawaiian children and families. She received her law degree from the Richardson School of Law, a 

MA in Social Work from the University of Hawai‘i, and a BA in sociology from the University of 

Hawai‘i. Ms. Chang is a member of the Hawai‘i State Bar Association and Native Hawaiian Bar 

Association. She has served on the boards of the Kualoa-He‘eia Ecumenical Youth, Historic Hawaiʻi 

Foundation, Girl Scouts of Hawaii, Camp Mokule‘ia with the Episcopal Church, William S. 

Richardson School of Law Alumni Association, Waimanalo Teen Project, Hawai‘i Youth Opera 

Chorus, Hoʻokano Family Land Trust, Planned Parenthood, and Pacific Islands Land Institute. 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this nomination. 

 

Respectfully,  

Dolan Eversole 
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Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang. 

 



SENATE COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
TESTIMONY OF KANANI KEALALIO 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NO. 516 
GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE 

DAWN N.S. CHANG, CHAIRPERSON 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
Friday, March 31, 2023 
State Capitol, Room 016 

 
 
 

Dear Senator Inouye, Senator Elefante and Members of the Committee: 
 
I testify in strong support of the nomination of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources (Department). 
 
I have known and worked with Dawn at Kuʻiwalu Consulting for the past 20 years. I believe that 
her educational and professional qualifications speak for itself, and she is no doubt qualified to 
lead the Department. 
 
Allow me to talk about Dawn, the individual who is willing to take the reins of such a large, and 
many times controversial Department. She will mention time and again of being a process 
person. This process consists of many hours of comprehensive and thoughtful research for each 
project that she agrees to participate in. While some would see her as just another paid consultant 
on a project, those familiar with Dawn know that she does not advocate for a project, she 
advocates for a process that includes genuine community engagement, with emphasis on 
engaging with the Native Hawaiian community. Dawn’s style of engagement is to encourage 
open and candid dialogue in a comfortable and safe setting, and it always includes seeking the 
input from stakeholders, especially the manaʻo from kupuna of the project area. 
 
Dawn’s honesty and integrity are beyond reproach, and in my humble view, there is no better 
time than now to have someone with her skillset guide the Department and its extremely skilled 
employees.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support in favor of Dawn Chang. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

  
Kanani Kealalio 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and member of the Senate Committee on Water and 

Land.  I write today in strong support of the appointment of Ms. Dawn Chang as Chairperson of 

the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  I support her appointment confident she will 

bring an extraordinary combination of knowledge, skills, and experience to the Department, and 

the unique and remarkable natural and cultural resources under its charge.  Her legal background, 

including significant tenure as a Deputy Attorney General in the Land/Transportation Division, 

as well as her work as a consultant on a wide array of cultural and natural resource projects and 

issues, provides her with an unparalleled vision for the role.  This experience, combined with a 

confident, calm, professional, personable, and respectful approach with people on any side of 

any particular issue will serve the position extremely well.   

Mahalo nui.     

 



Date: March 30, 2023 
 
To:  Senator Lorraine Inouye, Chair, Committee of Water and Land 
 Members of the Committee of Water and Land 
   
From: Tavia Oshiro 
 
Re:  Hearing on Governor’s Message No. 516 (GM516) 
 Friday, March 31, 2023 
 
 TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT 
 
Dear Senator Lorraine Inouye and Members of the Committee of Water and Land: 
 
Aloha, my name is Tavia Oshiro, and I am submitting my written testimony in strong support of Dawn 
Chang for the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.  
 
As a Native Hawaiian and a parent raising children in Hawaii, I understand and acknowledge the extreme 
importance of the DLNR and the tremendous responsibility the DLNR has in protecting our Hawaii. Dawn 
Chang is my aunty so I am offering testimony on a very personal level to help other Native Hawaiians 
and community members understand who she is and what motivates her. 
 
My aunty has always been a person that you can count on to be there when you need her, to listen fairly 
and provide you with sound guidance, and to always be the calm and confident presence no matter how 
difficult a situation may be. She has always been entrusted with difficult jobs because she will calmly, 
fairly, and expeditiously gather all the information she can to best understand a situation and make the 
best decision or provide the best guidance possible and in a transparent manner. Her motivations are 
selfless and pure. I am confident that she will be an effective leader and diligently work towards 
protecting Hawaii and its people and supporting all who work to further the DLNR’s mission. 
 
Mahalo nui loa for this opportunity to provide my testimony. I respectfully ask for your consideration of 
my testimony and sincerely hope that you will support the nomination of Dawn Chang. 
 
Tavia Oshiro 
 



Testimony of MICAH DOANE 
Aha Moku Representative 

Lineal Descendant of Mākua 
 

Before the COMMITTEE ON WATER AND LAND 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00pm – State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

In consideration of  
GM 516, Submitting for consideration and confirmation as the Chairperson, Department of Land and 

Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026. 
 
 
POSITION:  SUPPORT 
 
I would like to submit this testimony of support for Governorʻs nominee Dawn Chang for the 
Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR).   

As an Aha Moku Representative, I have had the pleasure to work with Ms. Chang on multiple occasions 
before and after her nomination for Chairperson.  Through my experiences working with her on 
culturally sensitive issues, Ms. Chang has been always presently engaged in community conversations, 
putting the preservation of the environment and native Hawaiian culture and values as a priority.  Her 
years of professional experience makes her an excellent candidate for the position she has been 
nominated for.  She is able facilitate conversations at both departmental and community levels, listening 
to the voice and concerns of the people and integerating this to create positive change at a higher level.  
Ms. Chang demonstrates the qualifications that have been desparately needed to lead DLNR. 

I faithfully believe that Ms. Chang will be an asset to DLNR and support her as the Governorʻs nominee 
for Chairperson. 

 

Mālama pono, 

 

 

Micah Doane 
Aha Moku Representative 
Lineal Descendant of Mākua 
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Comments:  

I support the nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR chair. She is a principal individual. 

 



  
Before the Senate Committee on  

WATER & LAND 
  

Monday, March 31, 2023  
1:00 PM  

State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
 

Aloha Chair Inouye Vice Chair Elefante, and Members of Committee, 

 

I am writing to support the  confirmation of Dawn Chang as Chairperson for the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources. As program support for the Hawaiʻi Invasive Species Council 

(HISC), I have had the pleasure of meeting with Ms. Chang on several occasions to discuss 

invasive species issues and priorities over the last few months. The Hawaiʻi Revised Statute 194 

which establishes the Council designates the current chairs of the Departments of Agriculture and 

Land and Natural Resources to co-chair the Council. The Chairs of the Council play an important 

role in providing leadership on statewide policy direction, coordination, and planning for the 

prevention and management of harmful invasive species in Hawaiʻi.  

 

Ms. Chang has an extensive background working on natural and cultural resource issues for 

Hawaii, many of which are contentious and complex. Her background facilitating such 

discussions make her the perfect candidate to Chair the DLNR and she facilitated discussions that 

led to the creation of the 2017-2027 Hawaii Interagency Biosecurity Plan. She understands the 

resources and communities that are impacted by the decisions and the work carried out by DLNR.  

 

In our recent meetings discussing the Council, Ms. Chang has shown a willingness to learn and 

work toward productive solutions to address Hawaii’s most pressing invasive species issues with 

the current nominee for Chair of HDOA and HISC co-chair, Sharon Hurd. I see both nominees as 

great leaders for our Council. Invasive species issues are complex and can sometimes be 

overwhelming, but Ms. Chang has a history of problem-solving for challenging issues. I am 

confident that Ms. Chang can meet the challenges of this position and as co-Chair of the HISC. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide my support for Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Chelsea Arnott 

Program Support 

Hawaiʻi Invasive Species Council 

 

 



Testimony of  
 Charleen M. Aina 

 
Before the Senate Committee on Water and Land 

Friday, March 31, 2023, 1:00 p.m., CR 016 & Videoconference 
 

In consideration of GM 516 
Submitting for Consideration and Confirmation as the Director, Department of Natural 

Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee DAWN CHANG, for a term to expire 12-31-2026 
 

TO: The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair, and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Water and Land 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Dawn Chang’s nomination 
and appointment to serve as the Chair of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, and the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources.  As a colleague and friend, I believe she is 
exceedingly qualified to direct the Department’s work for the next four years.   
 
Much has already been said about Dawn and her nomination.  I’m sure you know that after 
graduating from the Richardson School of Law in 1985 and serving as a law clerk in the State’s 
Intermediate Court of Appeals for two years, she advised and represented the Chairperson and 
members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, and DLNR’s staff, as a deputy attorney 
general for fourteen years.  It’s likely you also know that as a consultant and principal of 
Ku`iwalu for the last 20+ years, she gathered information, conducted and facilitated public 
meetings, prepared written reports, and advised private clients, as well as federal, state and 
county agencies about matters related to the use of public and privately owned lands in Hawaii, 
and that she recently completed almost two full terms as a member of the State’s Land Use 
Commission.  In a nutshell, she has worked on matters related to Hawaii’s lands and natural 
resources for more than 30 years, and I believe it’s fair to say she knows and understands what 
the BLNR and DLNR are required and expected to do.   
 
What you may not know, however, is that before she went to law school and became a lawyer, 
she was trained and worked as social worker, and knows how to empower people to value 
what they do, and to do it well.  For as long as I’ve known her, she also has gathered and based 
her decisions on information, and most importantly made a conscious effort to create space at 
the proverbial table or microphone at a public forum, and in her office to allow others to share 
information and their points of view with her.  She has done this because she believes involving 
others in the process strengthens the community and, in turn, the work government is 
responsible to do for the community.   
 
Dawn Chang asked to serve as DLNR’s leader because she believes in our community, and 
wants to work with its staff and the community to do the best for the community.  I believe she 
can and will do this if her appointment is confirmed.  Thank you. 
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Comments:  

Aloha and mahalo for this opportunity. 

I am opposing Gov. Josh Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair.  

 

Actions speak louder than words.  Her actions are not pono. 

 

I find it an extremely poor choice as I learn more about her past and her leadership to be very 

extractive of our land and natural resources as well as breaking the Hawai'i State 

Constitution (managing natural and cultural resources for Hawaiians to have for generations to 

come) as well as not in line with our state motto Ua Mau ke Ea o ka Aina i ka Pono (the life of 

the land is perpetuated in righteousness).  She is a developer through and through that has 

neglected cultural and indigenous rights, burial sites, archaeological surveys, environmental 

impact and more. 

Mahalo for your time, 

Shenell Caldeira 

96740 
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Comments:  

Oppose 
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Comments:  

Aloha and mahalo for this opportunity. 

I am opposing Gov. Josh Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair.  

 

Actions speak louder than words.  Her actions are not pono. 

 

I find it an extremely poor choice as I learn more about her past and her leadership to be very 

extractive of our land and natural resources as well as breaking the Hawai'i State 

Constitution (managing natural and cultural resources for Hawaiians to have for generations to 

come) as well as not in line with our state motto Ua Mau ke Ea o ka Aina i ka Pono (the life of 

the land is perpetuated in righteousness).  She is a developer through and through that has 

grossly neglected cultural and indigenous rights, burial sites, archaeological surveys, 

environmental impact and more. 

I find the application process non transparent.  We as residents are unable to advocate for better 

leadership.  I find this the same with commissions for each County.  One might suspect an echo 

of colonial residue left behind from the overthrow to make land use overwhelming and riddled 

with developers, urban planners, real estate agents and people that lack the right mindset and 

heart as that is who we see being nominated time and time again.  This nominee echoes the patter 

of destructive decision making. 

Dr. Greg Asner applied for a position last year for DLNR.  This is the type of leadership this 

island needs immediately, today, in order to address climate change, coral collapse and food 

supply chain collapse prevention.  What we do on land impacts the very foundation of life in the 

ocean which gives us 50% OF OUR OXYGEN via the smallest creatures, planktons.  Coral is 

the building block of our food chain that sustains ALL life.  The herbivore fish protects and 

cleans the coral via symbiosis.  While we overdeveloped, over graze and create fire on land.  Dr. 

Asner has scientific knowledge for both land and sea.  Furthermore he places culture before 

science in order to bring a more indigenously progressive future that benefits us ALL.   

I would love to hear Gov. Josh Green's team approach Dr. Asner to see if he is willing to reapply 

for this particular position.  To actively seek the right leadership when we live in a state with 

great education in Hawaiian studies, archeology, marine biology, ecology, agriculture, 

environmental politics and more.  We have no excuse at finding the right leadership.  

http://www.hawaiimerc.org/


I am a 4th generation kama'aina and have directly observed and impacted by this state's 

negligence for the land and its people by choosing leaders with backgrounds far from 

regenerative.   

Mahalo for your time, 

Maki Morinoue 

96725 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 3:23:28 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lynda Williams Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose the nomination of Dawn Chang to head DLNR and BLNR. I encountered Ms. 

Chang when her company represented the Department of Defense project to try to build the 

Missile Defense Agency's Homeland Defense Radar in Hawaii. She is very patronizing and has 

openly said that as long as people feel heard then agencies can go ahead and do whatever kind of 

development they want to. My experience of Ms Chang was that is patronizing and 

condescending and can not be trusted. She is pro development &  promilitary and I do not think 

she holds the public interest as her priority. At this crucial time, when we are faced with 

environmental crises, we need a pro environment not pro development leader at DLNR. The 

governor needs to nominate a true steward of the Aina.  

 please reject her nomination. 

thanks.  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 12:53:59 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janet Ashman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support Dawn Chang's confirmation to Chair the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 3:13:31 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary True Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I do not think Dawn Chang will work in the public's best interests. 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 3:10:55 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Karen Luke Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

TO:  Honorable Lorraine Inouye and Members of the Committee 

FM:  Karen Luke, Ewa Beach Resident 

Please oppose Dawn Chang's nomination because her past speaks for itself.  Every day we are 

reminded of her work in Kakaako and the little she did to support the Kamehamehas Schools to 

provide for the education of our children.  

Rather than a consultant with ties to big business, I would rather see a working person such as 

Alexander Gaos, a biologist-ecologist, vetted for a job with DLNR. 

Mahalo for your consideration to oppose Dawn Chang's nomination. 

Karen Luke 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 2:43:56 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bryan Yee Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am writing in strong support of the nomination of Dawn Chang for Director of the Department 

of Land and Natural Resources.  I have appeared in front of her many times at the Land Use 

Commission and have found her to be both a respectful and powerful voice for the 

community.  She has consistently advocated for the need to have robust community input into 

projects before decisions are made, and ensured that developers consider the larger impacts of 

their projects on the State as a whole, not just the impacts on their bottom line. 

  

We did not agree on everything.  But I believe the measure of an individual is taken not by the 

degree to which you agree on issues, but rather on the manner in which you disagree about 

them.  Dawn Chang reads the materials carefully, educates herself on the facts tirelessly, listens 

to all sides with an open heart, asks probing questions courteously, and then fearlessly makes her 

decisions based on what she believes to be pono.  Even when we have disagreed, I have found 

her decisions to be reasonable, supported by the facts, and respectfully made. 

  

I understand that some object to her confirmation because they disagree with some of her 

consulting work.  But as Teddy Roosevelt said: The only person who never makes a mistake is 

the person who never does anything.  Given her lifetime of advocacy for the communities of 

Hawaii, please confirm her appointment. 

  

I strongly support her nomination. 

 



Chairperson Inouye and members of the Committee on Water and Land, my 

name is Rodney Keawe Kaulupali.  I am a native Hawaiian on the list for 

Hawaiian Home Lands, retired after working for over 20 years in the telecom 

industry and also worked for 20 years as a professional engineer.  I am in 

support of the nomination of Chairperson Dawn Chang as the permanent 

Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

During my work in the telecom industry, I had the fortunate opportunity to 

work with Chairman Chang and her consulting company Ku’iwalu.  Ku’iwalu 

assisted the company I worked for with establishing a working relationship 

with the island Burial Councils to address their concerns with the 

construction of a statewide fiberoptic network.   Ku’iwalu was knowledgeable 

in the regulations regarding inadvertent discoveries during construction and 

they assisted with developing memorandums of agreement with each island’s 

Burial Council.  Ku’iwalu also provided key support with community outreach 

among the native Hawaiian communities.   

I believe that Chairman Chang’s 21 yrs. as principal of Ku’iwalu is beneficial to 

her job as DLNR’s chairperson because of the myriad of cases that will come 

under the department’s purview.  The departments job is to assure that 

private and public entities adhere to State regulations that protect the 

environment and the ‘aina. Together with her 6 yrs. as a State Land Use 

Commissioner and 14 yrs. as a Deputy Attorney, Chairperson Chang is well 

qualified for the permanent position as Chairperson for DLNR.  

Please approve Chairperson Chang for the permanent position as 

Chairperson for the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

Mahalo, 

Rodney Keawe Kaulupali 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 2:39:20 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Bronze Fonoimoana Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose Dawn Chang as chair for DLNR!!!!!!!!! 

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 1:40:56 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tom Coffman Individual Oppose In Person 

 

 

Comments:  

Madame Chair and committee members, our nature home is in a multicrisis of warming, rising 

seas, species endangerment, and the incessant pressure of development. The miconia is growing, 

ohia is dying, we rebuild the fishponds and they fill with mud, and In our short lifetimes, beaches 

disappear before our eyes. From an environmental viewpoint, nominee Dawn Chang, good 

person that she is, is a mismatch because of her numerous and long-standing business 

relationships with developers. Although I accept her theme of conciliation and empowerment as 

genuine, this great challenge is not about gender, ethnicity or the legislatureʻs relationship with 

the new Governor. We need a proactive leader, teacher and champion, and for this reason alone, 

I am testifying for a “no” vote. 

 



Chris Yuen
P.O.Box 5
Ninole, HI 96773
chrisyuenz@hotmail.com
March 30, 2023

RE: GM516: SUPPORT FOR DAWN CHANG AS DLNR CHAIR 

Sen. Loraine Inouye, Chair, and members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land:

I’m writing to support the nomination of Dawn Chang to be chairperson of the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. I first met Dawn when I was a member of the Board 
of Land and Natural Resources from 1990-1998. She was a bright light among the attorneys 
assigned to the DLNR. I especially remember work that she did establishing public shoreline 
access in the Hamakua district of the Big Island with her work on historic trails. 

More recently, she worked with the Turtle Bay Resort on the sale of land to the State and 
the down-sizing of the resort. This initiative enjoyed broad public support and was eventually 
approved by the BLNR and the State. 

The job of DLNR chair is extraordinarily broad and complex. There are a host of difficult 
and controversial issues. It’s crucial that the DLR chair be a balanced person with the ability to 
listen to various sides. Dawn will bring this ability to the job, as she has already shown in the 
past few months. 

Yours Truly,

Chris Yuen

Noelie Rodriguez

Noelie Rodriguez



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 1:47:16 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Sherrie Sato  Individual Comments 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I emphatically support Dawn Chang's nomination as Director of DLNR.  Her life's work has 

focused on the relationship between citizens and this paradise of a state. With years of 

experience from Kaho'olawe, to her 14 years as a Deputy Attorney General, to the multi-varied 

land use boards and Hawaiian associations she has served with, there is no one more qualified 

and deserving of this position than Ms. Chang. 

Sincerely, Sherrie Sato  

 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 2:05:43 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

penny levin Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I STRONGLY OPPOSE this nomination for two key reasons.  DLNR is responsible for 

protection our most fragile ecosystems and our surrounding waters.  Ms. Chang has a decades’ 

long track record of being a developer’s facilitator (one that many of us have experienced); of 

“gathering input” but dismissing rather than honoring or putting the needs of aina, Native 

Hawaiians, or local communities, first; not even close to doing what is pono.  Her conflicts of 

interest will be too many to be an effective chair and will cost DLNR dearly in the number of 

challenges to her decisions for it (and cost us tax dollars and time to deal with).  Recusal from 

issues that come before the BLNR will not mean she will be giving up decision making to the 

appointed representative in her place and it is a disingenuous response. We all know better than 

that.     

  

DLNR deserves a chair with good knowledge and understanding of the many facets of 

responsibility and work of the agency.  The kuleana of the agency demands a level of pono and 

aloha at the deepest roots of their meaning.  

  

Ms Chang lacks an understanding of what it takes to control invasive species, protect the rarest 

of the rare and Hawaii’s unique ecosystems, protect and restore our watersheds, kuleana rights, 

and reefs.  She has not engaged in protecting the places our communities love for our 

communities, or sacred sites, or iwi kupuna, nor in preventing them from being overrun or 

disrespected by visitors, destroyed by developers.  Her track record suggests she would bypass 

those protections given the opportunity.  What does she know about the rules and laws that 

govern the agency and that she must abide by?   About finding critically needed funding beyond 

the state to support the needs and work of the agency?  The biggest question of all is, why would 

we appoint someone that agency staff will have to spend not only an immense amount of time 

educating, but also running check on so she doesn’t violate the rules and laws of her own agency, 

when they already have full plates?  This is not a wise or thoughtful use of staff time, energy, or 

morale.  

  

I urge you to vote in OPPOSITION to this nomination.  Mahalo. 



 



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 4:56:16 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Debbie Hecht Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha and mahalo for this opportunity. 

I am opposing Gov. Josh Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair.  

Her actions have not been respectful of natural and cultural resources.   She is a developer;s 

representative.    There must be a better choice that is more in line of caring for public lands on 

behalf of all of the citizens of Hawaii.  

 

Mahalo! 

Deborah Hecht 

96740 
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Chair Lorraine Inouye
Vice Chair Brandon Elefante

Senate Committee on Water & Land

Friday, March 31, 2023
1:00PM

TESTIMONY IN STRONG OPPOSITION TO GM516 SUBMITTING FOR
CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION AS THE CHAIRPERSON,

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES, GUBERNATORIAL
NOMINEE, DAWN CHANG, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 12-31-2026

Aloha Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, Members of the Senate Committee on Water & Land,

My name is Jun Shin. I am a recent graduate of the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa and a
member of the Hawaiʻi State Youth Commission, testifying as an individual in STRONG
OPPOSITION to GM516, Submitting for Consideration and Confirmation as the Chairperson,
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Gubernatorial Nominee, Dawn Chang, for a Term to
Expire 12-31-2026.

In 2015, Governor Josh Green said this about the failed nomination of development lobbyist
Carleton Ching to the position of Chairperson of the Department of Land & Natural Resources
while as a member of the Hawaiʻi State Senate, “We need a Director of DLNR who has a proven
record of fighting to protect and preserve our natural and cultural resources, not a career lobbyist
for the development industry who has a record of calling for the elimination of cultural and
environmental protections”1. In full agreement with the Governor, I must respectfully oppose his
nomination for the Chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources.

While I have a lot of respect for Ms. Chang’s background as a social worker, for the past decade
Ms. Chang and her firm Ku'iwalu has been working on behalf of the interests of clients that
include the United States Department of Defense, General Growth Properties, Howard Hughes,
NextEra, the Kobayashi-McNaughton Group, Dow Agrosciences, Turtle Bay Resorts, Outrigger
and Cades Schutte (of Keʻeaumoku Street Wal-Mart infamy). The nominee has spent the last
decade, not on the side of working people and/or those fighting to protect and preserve our
natural and cultural resources, but actively working on the side of overdevelopment,
military, real-estate, corporate, and agrochemical interests, attempting to diffuse
oppositional views. Interests that have at different points fought or sought to evade our labor,
environmental, and cultural laws and regulations.

Those relationships will carry on when the nominee becomes not only the chairperson of the
Department of Land & Natural Resources, but also chairperson of the Board of Land and Natural
Resources (BLNR) which makes decisions on a wide range of issues including land uses (like

1 https://www.civilbeat.org/2015/02/sen-green-calls-on-ige-to-withdraw-nomination-of-carleton-ching/
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the Army leases which end in 2029) and Conservation District Use Permits (which projects, like
the one the Thirty-Meter Telescope, need to obtain in order to build on conservation lands). The
Director of DLNR is also the chair of the Commission on Water Resources Management
(CWRM). CWRM works on important issues like groundwater contamination at Red Hill and
setting standards for keeping enough water in our streams to support healthy ecosystems
including native aquatic life and cultural practices like kalo farming. Will the nominee be willing
to stand for our water and against real estate, development, and military interests, even if it
involves previous clients?The DLNR Director also serves as the chief historic preservation
officer who is in charge of, amongst other things, the protection of iwi kūpuna. This is
particularly concerning given Ms. Chang’s past contracts with developers who have desecrated
burials at places like Kawaiahaʻo Church and the Keʻeaumoku Wal-Mart.

It is true that Ms. Chang states that she will disclose any potential conflicts and will even appoint
someone other than herself to the newly formed Mauna Kea Stewardship Oversight Authority2.
Where will the opportunities for public oversight be when she chooses a delegate? With a
substantial client list of some of Hawaiʻi’s most controversial projects, we can expect lots of
disclosures, delegations and recusals. How will any work get done? The DLNR is in serious
need of principled leadership that is dedicated to the public trust and willing to get to work in
order to address existing conflicts as well as the issues of underfunding and understaffing that is
plaguing the department.

I ask that your committee recommends that the Senate NOT CONSENT to the nomination of
Ms. Dawn Chang to the position of Chairperson of the Department of Land & Natural
Resources.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,

Jun Shin,
State House District 23 | State Senate District 12
Cell: 808-255-6663
Email: junshinbusiness729@gmail.com

2

https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2022/12/30/opposition-rises-development-consultant-appointed-run-lan
d-department/

mailto:junshinbusiness729@gmail.com
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Emma Yuen Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha,  

While I am a DLNR employee, this is my personal testimony. I am so excited about the 

leadership team nominated for our Department. Dawn is incredibly hardworking, knowledgable, 

and capable. She has so much aloha for Hawaii's nature and culture. She has a unique gift as a 

communicator and I have frequently heard her described as "masterful"  - which she truly is. 

Please confirm her. Mahalo.  
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 5:54:06 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Nadine Ando Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I write to submit testimony in strong support of the confirmation of Dawn Chang to the position 

of Chairperson for the Department of Land & Natural Resources.  In my deaings and interactions 

with her since her appointment to the position, she has demonstrated commitment and strong 

leadership skills to apply her extensive background to lead DLNR over the next 4 years.   
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 6:51:33 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

clairee Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This person has no business being in the position of land and water management as there has 

been a gross mismanagement of kanaka land and land resources in the past. NO.  
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 7:02:07 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

John Culliney Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dawn Chang's background as a consultant to land developers in Hawai`i is not appropriate for 

leading the State Department of Land and Natural Resources. She has little or no understanding 

and no experience needed for managing the natural resources of Hawai`i. This is especially true 

regarding the remaining unique biodiversity in these islands that is such a valuable part of our 

state's natural heritage and a point of pride in the world at large. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Culliney 
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 7:04:41 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

K. Piltz Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Chair Inouye and Committee Members: 

I am testifying in strong support of Dawn N.S. Chang, Esq., for consideration and confirmation 

as the Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), for a term to expire 12-

31-2026. 

I have worked with Ms. Chang and found that she is equally passionate about her work as she is 

about our culture.  When she has a job to do, Ms. Chang finds ways to integrate the western 

practice of law with the equally important practices of our Hawaiian culture. She has skills that 

are necessary when dealing with the many diverse divisions at DLNR and is balanced in her 

decision-making. 

Thank you for your consideration of Ms. Chang, Esq., as the Chairperson to DLNR and ask for 

your strong support of her nomination.  Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 7:20:03 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mira Gurung Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha and mahalo, 

I am opposing Gov. Josh Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair.  

 

I find it an extremely poor choice as I learn more about her past and her leadership to be very 

extractive of our land and natural resources. She is a developer through and through that has 

neglected cultural and indigenous rights, burial sites, archaeological surveys, environmental 

impact and more. 

Mahalo for your time, 

Mira Gurung 

96755 
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Ian L. Sandison 

3061 Pacific Heights Road 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

March 30, 2023 

 

Hawaii State Senate 

Committee on Water and Land 

Conference Room 016 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

Re: Governor’s Message 516 

Nomination of Dawn Chang, Chairperson, Department of Land and Natural 

Resources 

 

Dear Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante and members of the Committee, 

 

 I write in strong support of Dawn Chang as Chairperson of the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources. 

 

 Over the last 15 years I have (1) worked with Ms. Chang in developing the Mauna Kea 

Comprehensive Plan, (2) sought her advice on land use projects, and (3) appeared before her at 

the Land Use Commission.  In all of those situations she has been meticulously prepared, 

appropriately aware of and an advocate for Native Hawaii culture practices and constitutional 

rights, and spot on about the law.  She could not be more qualified to lead the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources. 

 

 I humbly ask that you vote to confirm her nomination. 

 

 

      Very truly yours, 

 

      Ian L. Sandison 
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 8:00:28 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

jeanne wheeler Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please consider a more suitable candidate! Mahalo, JW 
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Yours, 
 
______________ 
ALEX MCBARNET 
 

March 30, 2023 
 

Hawaii State Legislature 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair WTL 
415 S. Beretania St, Room 210 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
seninouye@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Dear Senator Inouye and committee members, 
 
  Re: Thirty-Second Legislature ( 2023-2024) DLNR Dawn Chang 
 
Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony.  I will keep my testimony brief.  I have worked 
at DLNR for over sixteen years.  If allowed, I would like to get Interim Chairperson Dawn 
Chang’s opinion: 
 
How important is it for the Chairperson to trust his/her Division Administrators?  How would 
you discipline a DLNR Division Administrator if needed? 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:seninouye@capitol.hawaii.gov
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 9:32:56 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hannah Hartmann Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha nui, 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. My name is Hannah Hartmann and I am a graduate student 

in Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science (TCBES). I am STRONGLY 

OPPOSED to Gov. Josh Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair.  

Actions speak louder than words, and her actions are NOT pono. 

 

I find it an extremely poor choice as I learn more about her past and her leadership to be very 

extractive of our land and natural resources as well as breaking the Hawai'i State 

Constitution (managing natural and cultural resources for Hawaiians to have for generations to 

come) as well as not in line with our state motto Ua Mau ke Ea o ka Aina i ka Pono (the life of 

the land is perpetuated in righteousness).  She is a developer, always has been and always will 

be, that has neglected cultural and indigenous rights, burial sites, archaeological surveys, 

environmental impact, and more. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration, 

 

Hannah Hartmann 

96721 
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 9:36:58 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Diane Ware Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Dear Chair Inouye and Committee Members, 

I ask you to carefully consider and then oppose the nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR. 

This nomination is the wrong choice for Hawai‘i, and we should not move forward with 

it. Indeed, Dawn Chang lacks “a proven record of fighting to protect and preserve our natural and 

cultural resources” and like Carleton Ching, she is “the wrong choice for Hawai‘i.” Dawn Chang 

worked for General Growth Properties, Howard Hughes, McNaughton Group, Outrigger, 

Sandwich Isles, Turtle Bay, and Cades Schutte. She worked on the Walmart Ke‘eaumoku 

project, the Lāna‘i big wind project, the comprehensive management plan for Mauna Kea, and 

rail. She is a developer’s consultant and therefore lobbyist. Her job has been to obtain 

community support for development projects not to protect and preserve natural and cultural 

resources to  uphold the Public Trust Doctrine. There were highly qualified candidates who 

demonstrated clear awareness of the law, strong personal principles and integrity for the proper 

stewardship of our ʻāina, wai, and iwi kūpuna on the short list for the Governor’s selection. 

Please vote pono for our 'aina and deny this nomination. 

Respectfully, 

Diane Ware from the Moku o Ka'u, 99-7815 Kapoha Volcano 
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/30/2023 10:55:14 PM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Puanani Rogers Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly oppose the appointment of Dawn Chang as DLNR Chairperson or for any government 

leadership positions. We have known and seen her actions in the past and clearly she is not for 

our peoples benefit but for your own corporate reasons. No to Dawn Chang's appointment! 
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/31/2023 1:21:33 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Richard Spacer Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Committee Members, 

  

I OPPOSE the confirmation of Dawn Chang. 

I will not repeat previous media comments about Kawaiihau Church, David Frankel handled that 

very well. And I agree with him. 

My opposition is more broad. Dawn Chang is documented as wanting to give credence to both 

sides of an argument or dispute. That is invalid. Only one side is right and one is wrong. How is 

she going to uphold public rights with that biased attirude? 

Please ask Dawn Chang the following. If confrmed will she immediately and instantly change 

the rules at BLNR to allow ANY and ALL petitions from the citizens to be heard as agenda 

items at public BLNR hearings? This is not the case at present as you must know. BLNR/DLNR 

strives to control the public debate on issues by allowing their Division Administrators the sole 

exclusive power to approve which ciizens get to have their matters before the BLNR. That is 

WRONG. I had a formal request for an agenda item denied by the Administrator of Forestry and 

Wildlife to have a hearing on what DLNR will do to protect our legal right to walk our public ala 

loa trail on Kauai blocked by Mark Zuckerberg and his Kauai property manager Shawn Smith. 

That denial of an agenda item and hearing is anti-democratic and hostile to the public. There 

must be unconditional and automatic acceptance of any request for a BLNR agenda iitem 

submitted by a citizen. I do not believe Dawn Chang will ever support this. 

 

m.ahching
Late



GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/31/2023 1:40:11 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kamalani Keliikuli  Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I oppose this nomination  
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GM-516 

Submitted on: 3/31/2023 3:58:09 AM 

Testimony for WTL on 3/31/2023 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

William J Aila Jr. Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha Chairman Inouye and members of the Senate Committee on Water and Land. 

  

I write to support GM 516 and ask that you confirm Dawn Chang as Chairperson for the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. I have known Dawn for for than 20 years. During 

that time as a Deputy Attorney General, Native Hawaiian Consultant, and friend. 

Dawn has the knowledge,experience, understanding, passion, and balanced decision making 

ability to lead DLNR. DLNR is one of the largest State departments interms of  complexity and 

areas of jurisdiction. Her work in many of these areas of jurisdiction has prepared her for this 

moment and Kuleana. 

As a former Chair of DLNR and DHHL, I know she has the qualifications, temperment, and 

desire to lead DLNR. 

  

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of the confirmation of Dawn Chang as 

Chairperson of DLNR.  
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Comments:  

Dawn Changʻs track record of advising her clients to undermine and circumvent the laws 

intended to protect our natural and cultural resources does not reflect the values alignment that 

the Native Hawaiian community has been clearly calling for in the management of public trust 

resources. The Green administration has failed to hear the voices of Native Hawaiian experts 

across sectors identifying better suited candidates that do NOT have a track record of 

undermining the law and our community. As we navigate pathways forward coming out the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the notion that any Native Hawaiian will suffice to appease the Native 

Hawaiian community is not acceptable. It is harmful for Governor Green to amplify a 

celebratory message in nominating a Native Hawaiian woman that has caused much harm 

amongst the interests of the community she identifies with by choosing to further the interests of 

paid clients who have no problem desecrating kūpuna and bulldozing the rights of the Native 

Hawaiian people.  
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Moses K. N. Haia III’s Testimony in Opposition to the Nomination of Dawn Chang as Chair of 
BLNR, GM 516 

 

Chair Inouye, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of Committee on Water and Land.  Aloha and 
mahalo for providing me with this opportunity to testify in strong opposition to the nomination 
of Ms. Dawn Chang as Chair of the Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

On or about August 16, 2005, while a staff attorney with the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation, 
Dawn Chang, through her business Ku’iwalu, recommended to the Board of Kawaiahao Church, 
her client at the time, that “it is very likely that known and unknown archaeological, historical 
and cultural resources, including native Hawaiian human burial remains will be discovered on 
the Project site.”  Using her knowledge of the system as a former deputy attorney general for the 
State Historic Preservation Division (hereinafter, “SHPD”), Dawn Chang warned Kawaiahao 
Church that it “may not be able to relocate the human remains discovered if an archaeological 
inventory survey (hereinafter, “AIS”) of the proposed project site was performed and burials 
were discovered via that process.  She, as such, proposed the following action, “[w]e may want 
to ask SHPD to reconsider” the requirement to prepare an archaeological inventory survey. 

Knowing that most burials identified through an AIS would likely be preserved in place and 
result in some potentially devastating consequences on their project, Dawn Chang suggested they 
attempt to convince the SHPD to do a monitoring plan instead as any burial discovery would be 
considered by SHPD an inadvertent find, which could allow a quick approval to relocate those 
remains.  Dawn Chang clearly chose to game our H.R.S. Chapter 6E system for her client by 
recommending they work the system to ensure a process excluding Hawaiian descendants of the 
burials from meaningfully participating in decisionmaking.  

As the Intermediate Court of Appeals observed after reading these same emails, Dawn Chang 
“advised Kawaiaha'o Church that preparation of an AIS would be costly and take considerable 
time. In particular, the consultant advised that any human remains found during an AIS would be 
considered ‘previously identified,’ a designation that would require publication of notices and 
consultation with lineal and cultural descendants, involve the OIBC, and could preclude the 
relocation of human remains and require their preservation in place.” Hall v. Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, 128 Hawai`i 455, 459, 290 P.3d 525, 529 (ICA 2012). The Church and 
SHPD violated the law. Dawn Chang’s emails speak volumes. She advised her client to 
circumvent the law, arranging a behind closed door meeting with regulators to fast-track the 
project. As a former deputy attorney general, she obviously knew better. She should not be given 
the privilege of running the Department of Land and Natural Resources, which is charged with 
enforcing the law and protecting historic sites. 
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Comments:  

TO the honorable Chair, Vice Chair and Commitee Members: 

With apologies for tardy nature of this testimony.  

I oppose the nomination of Dawn Chang to this position. While undoubtedly a woman of merit 

and accomplishment, it is that same accomplishment that disqualifies her for this position. Chang 

is not someone suited to lead an agency who's primary task is conservation because her 

accomplishments are in defeating conservationists.  

Her actions as acting head reflect this. The most concerning item is her cancellation of the 30x30 

plan for nearshore ocean conservation. This program, as reported by CivilBeat and others, was 

broadly supported by the public and fishermen alike. Indeed, the critique most keenly leveled in 

a CivilBeat article on the initiative from November 2022, A Massive Effort To Manage Hawaii’s 

Nearshore Waters Just Launched On Maui, was that it was not enough. A more recent poll found 

80% of voters want more conservation of near shor resources. And no wonder: near shore fish 

stocks have declined by as much as 50%.  

Despite this acting Director Chang ended the intiative, cancelling 8 years of work, and has no 

plan to replace it. This is a travesty that demonstrates that despite her clear competence, her 

expertise is in clearing a legal path for bulldozers: not in protecting our environment.  

Another concerning example of this is the recent grounding of Nakoa. While the grounding itself 

can hardly be blamed on acting Director Chang, and the lack of enforcement  that lead to is a 

problem systemic to the agency, the subsequent botched removal can and revealed a lack of 

systematic planning. Despite the fact that any ship grounded for so long is at substantial risk of 

sinking, no plans were made for this. Videos on social media after the sinking showed 

insufficient preparation for this eventuality: deck chairs, cushions and other fixtures of the ship 

floated on the surface generating additional pollutants as a final insult from the entire affair. 

While the sinking may have been inevitable, it is clear that the DLNR--under Chang's direction--

did not even consider the possibility and so did not ever direct that the ship be prepared for that 

eventuality. 

It represents a shocking lack of foresight and basic planning on part of DLNR. The lack of basic 

planning going into an environmental crisis with high visibility and indeed the near invisibility of 

the Chang's leadership through that crisis speak to a leader who just doesn't get conservation.  
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I appreciate the opportunity to testify and hope that you weigh the short sighted actions of acting 

Director Chang appropriately in considering whether or not to accept her nomination.  
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Comments:  

In strong support. 
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Honorable Senators: 

I submit this testimony in favor of the nomination of Dawn Chang as the head of the DLNR.  I have 

known Dawn since 1981 when we were both students at the Richardson School of Law.  She has always 

been a person who is dedicated to the betterment of the people of Hawaii.  She has a deep sense of duty 

towards our state.  She has great knowledge of the power and responsibility of the DLNR.  As a deputy 

AG, she was the lead attorney advising the Department on all legal matters. 

Most importantly, Dawn is a good person, honest, hardworking and dedicated.  She is highly qualified to 

lead the DLNR through all of its challenges.  She will always do what is best for the State.  She is and will 

be able to balance the varying interests presented to her. 

There is no doubt in my mind that Dawn is the right choice for the job.  You will not regret confirming 

her.  Thank you for allowing to share my belief in Dawn. 

 

Very truly yours, 

Edsel M. Yamada 
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Comments:  

 We need someone with a far stronger committment to the protection of our fragile natural 

resources than Dawn Chang. We oppose her confirmation. 

Ursula & Robert Retherford 

42 N. Kainalu Drive 

Kailua, Hi 96734 
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Comments:  

Aloha and mahalo for this opportunity. 

I am opposing Gov. Josh Green's nomination of Dawn Chang for DLNR Chair.  

Actions speak louder than words.  Her actions are not pono. 

 

I find it an extremely poor choice as I learn more about her past and her leadership to be very 

extractive of our land and natural resources as well as breaking the Hawai'i State 

Constitution (managing natural and cultural resources for Hawaiians to have for generations to 

come) as well as not in line with our state motto Ua Mau ke Ea o ka Aina i ka Pono (the life of 

the land is perpetuated in righteousness).  She is a developer through and through that has 

neglected cultural and indigenous rights, burial sites, archaeological surveys, environmental 

impact and more.  I may have copied the words but they ring TRUE and HISTORY doesn't 

LIE!! 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Tlaloc Tokuda 

Kailua Kona HI 96740 
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