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~PETER APO

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
Peter Apo is a Native Hawaiian leader with a credentialed history of service to the people of
Hawai’i. He has been blessed with leadership roles spanning both the public and private
sectors in a long history of service with state and city government, the corporate business
sector, and community-based initiatives.

His distinguished career in public service includes serving on the first Board of Trustees of the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs in 1980 followed by 12 years of service as a state legislator in the
Hawaii State House of Representatives. In 1994 he became Director of Culture & Arts for the
City & County of Honolulu. In 1996 he assumed the position of Special Assistant on Hawaiian
Affairs to the Governor. He subsequently returned to the City & County of Honolulu as Director
of Waikiki Development. His most recent government service is as elected Trustee of the Office
of Hawaiian Affairs from 2010 to 2018.

He was a Regent of Chaminade University, chaired the board of directors for the Historic
Hawaii Foundation and The Pacific Islanders in Communications. He further served on the
board of the Hawai’i Visitors & Convention Bureau. He is a founding member of the Native
Hawaiian Hospitality Association and served as its past chairman of the board. He was honored
with a Department of Defense appointment to serve as Civilian Aide to the U.S. Secretary of the
Army for Hawai’i.

Peter is also a prolific author of Op-Ed articles and manuscripts on Hawaiian politics and culture
as well asa public speaker on a range of topics relating to Hawaiian culture, Hawaii political
systems, and sustainable growth issues. He continues serving the community on numerous
boards and commissions. He is also an accomplished performing musician, singer-songwriter,
recording artist and a winner of the prestigious Na Hoku Hanohano Hawai’i music award.

Peter continues to champion a Hawai’i future based on sustainable growth policies and
Hawaiian values-driven corporate leadership. He is outspoken about a 215t century island-
friendly future that insures quality of life opportunities to all socio-economic-ethnic sectors of
Hawaii’s people as expressed in a song title — “Hawai’i-Loa Ku Like Kakou” translated “All
Hawai’i Stand Together”.

FORMAL EDUCATION
Boston University School of Legislative Management, Certificate of Public Policy Leadership
1986
New York Institute of Mediation & Conflict Resolution, Certified Mediator, 1978
University of Oregon, Psychology, Class of 1961
Mid-Pacific Institute, Class of 1957



ACCOLADES & AWARDS
O’o Award, Lifetime Achievement, Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce 2008
Lifetime Achievment Award, Hawai’i Maoli Association
Na Hoku Hanohano Music Award, Most Promising Artist, 1989
Secretary of the Army Meritorious Service Award, 2010

Outstanding Public Service Award, United States Army Pacific Command 2010

Ocean Services Leadership Award, PACON International, 1996

Top 10 Public Speakers Award, Hawaii Meetings & Incentives Magazine, 2005

Hawaii Music Award, Best Folk Music CD, 2006

Native Hawaiian Hospitality Association Leadership Award, Distinguished Service, 2008

Ola Hawai’i Kahili Award, Excellence in Cultural Curriculum Development, 2008

Na Hoku Hanohano Music Award Nomination, Best Contemporary Album, 2009




