
Hearing JDC 02-07-23 

THE SENATE 
KA ‘AHA KENEKOA 
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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
 

DATE: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 
TIME: 9:30 AM 
PLACE: Conference Room 016 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

 

PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL  
BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY 

Face masks are recommended while visiting the State Capitol and may be required in some offices. 
Please refer to posted signage for guidance 

 
These policies are subject to change and may be adjusted based on evolving COVID-19 guidelines. 

Please check the Legislature’s website for updates www.capitol.hawaii.gov. 
 

The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.  
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 

 

 
A G E N D A 

 
SB 34 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO TAXATION. 
Amends the taxes withheld on the amount realized by 
nonresidents from the disposition of Hawaii residential real 
property from 7.25% to 75%.  Applies to real estate dispositions 
that occur on or after 9/15/2023. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 203 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO COMPLAINTS ALLEGING VIOLATIONS OF 
CAMPAIGN SPENDING LAWS. 
Allows the Campaign Spending Commission to treat a 
respondent's failure to explain or otherwise respond to a 
complaint alleging a violation of campaign spending laws as an 
admission that a violation has occurred.  
 

JDC 

SB 494 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO VACANT AND ABANDONED RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY. 
Requires counties to establish expedited procedures to approve 
demolition permits for vacant and abandoned residential 
properties.  Allows the Department of Taxation to satisfy certain 
tax liens through the nonjudicial foreclosure of vacant and 
abandoned residential properties at any time after establishing 
vacancy and abandonment. 
 

JDC, WAM 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JDC
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB34_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=34&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=34&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB203_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=203&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=203&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB494_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=494&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=494&year=2023
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SB 1240 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO GOVERNMENT. 
Establishes the offense of bribery of an elected official or 
department head as a class B felony with a maximum penalty of 
up to $250,000.  Requires the Commission on Salaries to 
consider certain factors to retain qualified individuals and deter 
corruption and bribery.  Amends the effective dates of 
recommended salary increases. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1277 

 Status & 
Testimony 

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
STATE, ITS OFFICERS, OR ITS EMPLOYEES. 
Makes appropriations and approves payments for claims against 
the State, its officers, and its employees. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1295 

 Status & 
Testimony 

PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 12 
AND 13, OF THE HAWAII CONSTITUTION TO EXPRESSLY 
PROVIDE THAT THE LEGISLATURE MAY AUTHORIZE THE 
COUNTIES TO ISSUE TAX INCREMENT BONDS AND TO 
EXCLUDE TAX INCREMENT BONDS FROM 
DETERMINATIONS OF THE FUNDED DEBT OF THE 
COUNTIES. 
Proposes amendments to the Constitution of the State of Hawaii 
to expressly provide that the legislature may authorize political 
subdivisions, such as counties, to issue tax increment bonds 
and to exclude tax increment bonds in calculating the debt limit 
of the political subdivisions. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1398 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CONFORMITY TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE. 
Conforms Hawaii income and estate and generation-skipping 
transfer tax laws to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
amended as of December 31, 2022. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1538 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY. 
Makes appropriations to the Judiciary for capital improvement 
projects for the fiscal biennium beginning 7/1/2023, and ending 
6/30/2025. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1543 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCING FOR CANDIDATES TO 
ELECTED OFFICE. 
Establishes a comprehensive system of public financing for all 
candidates seeking election to state and county public offices in 
the State of Hawaii, to begin with the 2024 general election year.  
Requires the Campaign Spending Commission to submit a 
report to the Legislature.  Appropriates funds. 
 

JDC, WAM 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1240_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1240&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1240&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1277_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1277&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1277&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1295_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1295&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1295&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1398_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1398&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1398&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1538_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1538&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1538&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1543_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1543&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1543&year=2023
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SB 1559 

 Status & 
Testimony 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 15, 
OF THE HAWAII STATE CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW 
ELECTRONIC COPIES, AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO PRINTED 
COPIES, OF A BILL TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
MEMBERS OF A HOUSE IN WHICH THE BILL IS BEING 
VOTED UPON FOR THIRD OR FINAL READING IN 
FULFILLMENT OF THE FORTY-EIGHT HOUR AVAILABILITY 
REQUIREMENT. 
Amends the State Constitution to allow electronic copies, as an 
alternative to printed copies, of a bill to be made available for 
members of a house in which the bill is being voted upon for 
third or final reading in fulfillment of the 48-hour availability 
requirement. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1561 

 Status & 
Testimony 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 1, 
OF THE HAWAII STATE CONSTITUTION TO CHANGE THE 
AGE QUALIFICATION FOR VOTING IN STATE OR LOCAL 
ELECTIONS. 
Proposes a constitutional amendment to allow citizens who are 
seventeen years of age but will be eighteen years of age on or 
before the next general election to vote at the primary election 
immediately preceding the general election by which the citizen 
will attain the age of eighteen and any intervening or co-
occurring special election. 
 

JDC, WAM 

SB 1563 

 Status & 
Testimony 

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 2, 
OF THE HAWAII STATE CONSTITUTION TO ADD TWO 
MEMBERS TO THE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION TO 
REPRESENT CITIZEN ORGANIZATIONS. 
Proposes a constitutional amendment to add two members to 
the Reapportionment Commission, representing citizen 
organizations, to be appointed by the Chief Justice. 
 

JDC, WAM 

   

 
Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

 
All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Please go to the Legislature's website, www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24 hours 
prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on the 
"Participate" drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your 
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or 
remotely via videoconference. 
 
Please note the following: 

 

• The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when 
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone 
who requests to testify orally. 

• Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 2 minutes each. 
 

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step 
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the 
instructions: https://capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf  
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1559_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1559&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1559&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1561_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1561&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1561&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1563_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1563&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1563&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf
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For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you require other auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., interpretive services 
(oral or written) or ASL interpreter), or are unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please 
contact the committee at JDCcommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 587-7211. 
 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Karl Rhoads 
Chair 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/

