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THE SENATE 
KA ‘AHA KENEKOA 

 
THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2023 
 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura, Chair 

Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
 

DATE: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
TIME: 1:00 PM 
PLACE: Conference Room 225 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

 

PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL  
BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY 

Face masks are recommended while visiting the State Capitol and may be required in some offices. 
Please refer to posted signage for guidance 

 
These policies are subject to change and may be adjusted based on evolving COVID-19 guidelines. 

Please check the Legislature’s website for updates www.capitol.hawaii.gov. 
 

The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.  
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 

 

 
A G E N D A 

 
SB 606 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO HEARING AIDS. 
Exempts from the general excise tax, gross receipts received 
from the sale of hearing aids. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 608 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 
Requires pharmacies to provide accessible prescription drug 
label information to individuals who have difficulty seeing or 
reading prescription drug container labels and inform the public 
that prescription drug label information is available in alternate 
accessible formats for individuals who have difficulty seeing or 
reading prescription drug container labels.  Requires the Board 
of Pharmacy to adopt certain rules by December 31, 2023. 
 

HHS, CPN 

SB 609 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO HEARING AIDS. 
Requires health insurance policies and contracts issued on or 
after 01/01/2024 to provide coverage for the cost of hearing aids 
at a minimum of $1,500 per hearing aid for each hearing-
impaired ear every thirty-six months.  Effective 01/01/2024. 
 

HHS, CPN/WAM 

SB 610 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE. 
Recognizes American Sign Language as a fully developed, 
autonomous, natural language with its own grammar, syntax, 
vocabulary, and cultural heritage. 
 

HHS, JDC 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HHS
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB606_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=606&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=606&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB608_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=608&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=608&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB609_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=609&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=609&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB610_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=610&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=610&year=2023
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SB 614 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE NEIGHBOR ISLANDS BLIND AND 
VISUALLY IMPAIRED SERVICE PILOT PROGRAM. 
Requires the Department of Human Services to establish a 
neighbor islands Blind and Visually Impaired Service Pilot 
Program that provides training and other services to blind or 
visually impaired individuals residing on the neighbor islands.  
Requires the Department of Human Services to establish a 
working group and submit an implementation plan to the 
Legislature before the Regular Session of 2024.  Requires the 
Department to report to the Legislature prior to the Regular 
Session of 2027.  Appropriates funds. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 672 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO HEALTH. 
Eliminates language that subjects the use of the Hawaii ABLE 
Savings Program Trust Fund to the discretion of the Director of 
Finance.  Expressly allows the Hawaii ABLE Savings Program 
Trust Fund to be used to provide incentive payments to Hawaii 
public school ABLE account owners.  Establishes one full-time 
equivalent (1.00 FTE) permanent position to provide statewide 
outreach, advocacy, and relationship management for the 
Hawaii ABLE Savings Program. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 900 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE HAWAII STATE HEALTH INSURANCE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 
Appropriates funds for three program specialist positions within 
the Executive Office on Aging for Hawaii's State Health 
Insurance Assistance Program. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 901 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CARE FACILITY INSPECTIONS. 
Requires the Department of Health to post on its website 
separate reports for various visits, violations, plans, and 
confirmations the Department performs or issues of certain care 
facilities.  Establishes deadlines for each report type.  Requires 
the Department of Health to log all reports in a database 
designed for easy public posting.  Requires all facilities 
inspected by the Department of Health to maintain certain 
records and notify the Executive Office on Aging, Office of the 
Long-Term Care Ombudsman, and appropriate county offices 
on aging of initial inspection visit dates. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 902 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CAREGIVERS. 
Requires the Executive Office on Aging to establish a caregiver 
workforce support and development center.  Appropriates funds 
for the center's establishment. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 1592 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE SENIOR MEDICARE PATROL PROGRAM. 
Appropriates funds for three program specialist positions within 
the Executive Office on Aging for the State's Senior Medicare 
Patrol Program. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 853 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE HAWAII HEALTHY AGING 
PARTNERSHIP. 
Appropriates funds to the Executive Office of Aging for the 
Hawaii Healthy Aging Partnership. 
 

HHS, WAM 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB614_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=614&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=614&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB672_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=672&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=672&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB900_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=900&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=900&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB901_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=901&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=901&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB902_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=902&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=902&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB1592_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1592&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1592&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB853_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=853&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=853&year=2023
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SB 442 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO HEALTH. 
Authorizes advanced practice registered nurses, in addition to 
physicians, to practice medical-aid-in-dying in accordance with 
their scope of practice and prescribing authority.  Authorizes 
psychiatric mental health nurse practitioners, in addition to 
psychiatrists, psychologists, and clinical social workers, to 
provide counseling to a qualified patient.  Reduces the 
mandatory waiting period between oral requests from twenty 
days to five days.  Waives the mandatory waiting period for 
those terminally ill individuals not expected to survive the 
mandatory waiting period. 
 

HHS, CPN/JDC 

   

 
Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

 
All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Please go to the Legislature's website, www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24 hours 
prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on the 
"Participate" drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your 
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or 
remotely via videoconference. 
 
Please note the following: 

 

• The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when 
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone 
who requests to testify orally. 

• Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 1 minutes each. 
 

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step 
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the 
instructions: https://capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf  
 
For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you require other auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., interpretive services 
(oral or written) or ASL interpreter), or are unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please 
contact the committee at HHScommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 586-6890. 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura 
Chair 

 
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB442_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=442&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=442&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf
mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/

