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NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
 

DATE: Monday, January 30, 2023 
TIME: 1:00 PM 
PLACE: Conference Room 225 & Videoconference 

State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 

 

PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL  
BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY 

Face masks are recommended while visiting the State Capitol and may be required in some offices. 
Please refer to posted signage for guidance 

 
These policies are subject to change and may be adjusted based on evolving COVID-19 guidelines. 

Please check the Legislature’s website for updates www.capitol.hawaii.gov. 
 

The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.  
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel. 

 

 
A G E N D A 

 
SB 45 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO MINORS. 
Provides that a school counselor, domestic violence victim 
advocate, or other mental health professional licensed by the 
State may petition for a protective order on a minor's behalf 
when the minor's parent or guardian is unwilling or unable to 
submit a petition. 
 

HHS, JDC 

SB 29 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CUSTODY AND VISITATION. 
Adds coercive control and litigation abuse by a parent of a child 
to the list of factors the court shall consider in determining what 
constitutes the child's best interest when awarding custody and 
visitation rights to individuals.  Defines "coercive control" and 
"litigation abuse". 
 

HHS, JDC 

SB 237 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CHILD CUSTODY. 
Requires certain individuals attempting to serve as child custody 
evaluators to complete a training course on the dynamics of 
domestic violence every three years.  Requires individuals to 
submit a letter or certificate of completion to the Family Court. 
 

HHS, JDC 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HHS
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB45_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=45&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=45&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB29_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=29&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=29&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB237_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=237&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=237&year=2023
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SB 294 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE CHILD WELFARE SERVICES. 
Establishes under the Hawaii Children's Trust Fund Coalition a 
collective impact program called the Malama ‘Ohana Program to 
seek, design, and recommend transformative changes to the 
State's existing child welfare system.  Requires the Malama 
‘Ohana Program to report to the legislature before the Regular 
Session of 2025.  Appropriates funds. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 295 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO THE CHILD WELFARE SERVICES. 
Establishes within the Office of Wellness and Resilience, the 
Malama Ohana Working Group to seek, design, and 
recommend transformative changes to the State's existing child 
welfare system.  Allows the Office of Wellness and Resilience to 
contract with an administrative facilitator to provide necessary 
support for the Malama Ohana Working Group in carrying out its 
duties.  Requires the Malama Ohana Working Group to report to 
the Legislature prior to the Regular Session of 2025 and be 
dissolved upon the adjournment thereof.  Appropriates funds. 
 

HHS, WAM 

SB 398 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CHILD WELFARE. 
Expands the investigative powers of the Department of Human 
Services to include review and investigation of families that 
receive benefits from the State's adoption assistance program, 
against whom a post-adoption complaint has been made.  
Requires the Department of Human Services to report to the 
Legislature prior to the convening of the 2025 Regular Session 
on the impact of expanding post-permanency services to 
families receiving benefits from the adoption assistance 
program.  Establishes a working group within the Department of 
Human Services to consider, develop, and recommend 
transformative changes to the State's existing child welfare 
system, and report to the Legislature prior to the 2025 Regular 
Session.  Appropriates funds to provide additional support, 
resources, and monitoring of post-permanency services.  
Repeals the Malama Ohana Working Group on 6/30/2025. 
 

HHS, JDC/WAM 

SB 406 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CHILD VISITATION. 
Allows grandparents of a minor child to petition the court for an 
order granting reasonable visitation rights when the child's 
parent is unable to exercise parental visitation due to death or 
incarceration.  Sets forth procedures, considerations, and 
standards for the court to grant grandparent visitation rights.  
Specifies that any person who violates the terms and conditions 
of a court order granting reasonable grandparent visitation rights 
may be held in contempt of court. 
 

HHS, JDC 

SB 407 

 Status & 
Testimony 

RELATING TO CHILD PROTECTION. 
Establishes a definition for "immediate harm" and amends the 
definition of "imminent harm" for the purpose of the Child 
Protective Act.  Requires a police officer who assumes 
protective custody of a child who is subject to immediate harm 
while in the custody of the child's family to provide a written 
report detailing the observations justifying the immediate 
removal to the Department of Human Services within twenty-
four hours of assuming custody of the child. 
 

HHS, JDC 

 
Decision Making to follow, if time permits. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB294_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=294&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=294&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB295_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=295&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=295&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB398_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=398&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=398&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB406_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=406&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=406&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/SB407_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=407&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=407&year=2023
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All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to 
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public. 
 
Please go to the Legislature's website, www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24 hours 
prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on the 
"Participate" drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your 
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or 
remotely via videoconference. 
 
Please note the following: 

 

• The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when 
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone 
who requests to testify orally. 

• Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 1 minutes each. 
 

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step 
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the 
instructions: https://capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf  
 
For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/.  
 
For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If 
you require other auxiliary aids or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e., interpretive services 
(oral or written) or ASL interpreter), or are unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please 
contact the committee at HHScommittee@capitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing. 
 
For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been 
added are underscored.  If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted 
from the agenda. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 586-6890. 
 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
Senator Joy A. San Buenaventura 
Chair 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf
mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/

