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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2023 

 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & FOOD SYSTEMS 

Rep. Cedric Asuega Gates, Chair 

Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa, Vice Chair 

 

Rep. Elle Cochran Rep. Justin H. Woodson 

Rep. Nicole E. Lowen Rep. Gene Ward 

Rep. Amy A. Perruso  

 

 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

DATE: Friday, February 10, 2023 

TIME: 10:00 AM 

PLACE: VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Conference Room 325 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

 
Click here to submit testimony and to testify remotely or in person. 

 
A live stream link of all House Standing Committee meetings will be available online 

shortly before the scheduled start time. 
 

Click here for the live stream of this meeting via YouTube. 
  

 
 

A G E N D A 

 
HB 310 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE EDUCATION. 

Appropriates funds to the University of Hawaii for the college of 

tropical agriculture and human resources to establish an agriculture 

education coordinator position. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 312 

Status 

RELATING TO PESTICIDES. 

Replaces representatives from the sugar and pineapple industries with 

representatives of the coffee and diversified agriculture industries. 

 

AGR, CPC 

HB 974 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. 

Establishes a program specialist position within the Department of 

Agriculture and appropriates moneys to fund the position.  Prioritizes 

assistance for farmers and ranchers who produce local food that is at 

least partially consumed within the State. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 1350 

Status 

RELATING TO FOOD SAFETY. 

Appropriates funds to the Department of Agriculture to establish and 

implement a GroupGAP food safety training and certification program. 

 

AGR, FIN 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=AGR&year=2023
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/account/submittestimony.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvoLAX1ww3e63K8qQ5of0bw
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB310_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=310&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB312_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=312&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB974_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=974&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB1350_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1350&year=2023
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HB 209 

Status 

RELATING TO TOURISM. 

Requires the department of agriculture to include a statement on 

desecration laws in the plants and animals declaration form. 

 

AGR, JHA 

HB 544 

Status 

RELATING TO REGULATION OF IMPORTATION. 

Requires the State of Hawaii Plant and Animal Declaration Form to be 

distributed, completed, and transmitted electronically. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 1149 

Status 

RELATING TO THE COCONUT RHINOCEROS BEETLE 

PROGRAM. 

Appropriates funds for positions and activities related to coconut 

rhinoceros beetle infestation control.  

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 1150 

Status 

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES. 

Appropriates funds to support the Hawaii ant lab in mitigating the 

effects of little fire ants in the State. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 577 

Status 

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES. 

Appropriates funds to the department of land and natural resources and 

Hawaii invasive species council for population control and eradication 

of rose ringed parakeets. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 220 

Status 

RELATING TO THE SPAYING AND NEUTERING OF ANIMALS. 

Establishes a Spay and Neuter Special Fund.  Allows funds from an 

income tax check-off to be deposited into the Spay and Neuter Special 

Fund.  Appropriates funds. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 972 

Status 

RELATING TO THE ANIMAL INDUSTRY SPECIAL FUND. 

Adds new sources of revenue generated by the State Veterinary 

Laboratory and Animal Disease Control Branch as sources for the 

Animal Industry Special Fund and clarifies that the funds from the 

special fund may be expended to make laboratory improvements. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 215 

Status 

RELATING TO ANIMAL FUR PRODUCTS. 

Prohibits the sale, offer for sale, display for sale, trade, or distribution 

of certain animal fur products in the State.  Effective 1/1/2024. 

 

AGR, JHA 

HB 204 

Status 

RELATING TO MEASUREMENT STANDARDS. 

Prohibits the sale of farm raised fish and wild fish and shellfish without 

a label stating where the seafood was landed. 

 

AGR, CPC 

HB 1455 

Status 

RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL PURPOSE 

REVENUE BONDS TO ASSIST MAUIGROWN COFFEE, INC. 

Authorizes a new issuance of special purpose revenue bonds in the 

amount of $30 million, to assist MauiGrown Coffee, Inc. with the 

operation and expansion of its farm and mill. 

 

AGR, FIN 

HB 1512 

Status 

RELATING TO LIABILITY. 

Limits the civil liability of good Samaritans who render emergency 

nonmedical care and emergency nonmedical assistance to animals 

during an emergency. 

 

AGR, JHA 

 

DECISION MAKING TO FOLLOW 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB209_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=209&year=2023
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB1150_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1150&year=2023
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB1455_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1455&year=2023
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2023/Bills/HB1512_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1512&year=2023
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Persons wishing to offer comments should submit testimony at least 24 hours prior to the hearing.  Testimony received after 

this time will be stamped late and left to the discretion of the chair to consider.  While every effort will be made to 

incorporate all testimony received, materials received on the day of the hearing or improperly identified or directed, may not 

be processed. 

 

Testimony submitted will be placed on the legislative website.  This public posting of testimony on the website should be 

considered when including personal information in your testimony. 

 

The chair may institute a per-testifier time limit. 

 

Committees meeting in the morning must adjourn prior to the day's Floor Session.  Therefore, due to time constraints, not all 

testifiers may be provided an opportunity to offer verbal comments.  However, written submissions will be considered by the 

committee. 

 

Please refrain from profanity or uncivil behavior.  Violations may result in ejection from the hearing without the ability to 

rejoin. 

 

For remote testifiers, the House will not be responsible for bad connections on the testifier's end. 

 

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-0478 or 

par@capitol.hawaii.gov. 

 

The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning.  If you require other auxiliary aids 

or services to participate in the public hearing process (i.e. interpretive services (oral or written) or ASL interpreter) or are 

unable to submit testimony via the website due to a disability, please contact the committee clerk at least 24 hours prior to the 

hearing so that arrangements can be made. 

 

Click here for a complete list of House Guidelines for remote testimony. 

 

FOR AMENDED NOTICES:  Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been added are 

bolded. 

 

For more information, please contact the Committee Clerk at (808) 586-8460 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Rep. Cedric Asuega Gates 

Chair 
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