STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘%W

Honolulu, Hawaii

WR21 2023

RE: S.B. No. 313

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B.
No. 313 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE STATE REHABILITATION
COUNCIL, "

begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Reduce the number of members on the State Rehabilitation
Council from twenty-one to fifteen; and

(2) Authorize the State Rehabilitation Council to establish
quorum and conduct business without regard to vacancies.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Human Services, Department of Health,
Disability and Communication Access Board, Hawaii State
Rehabilitation Council, Hawaii Disability Rights Center, National
Coalition of State Rehabilitation Councils, and National
Disability Rights Network.

Your Committee finds that section 105 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, as amended, requires consumers, advocates, and other
representatives of individuals with disabilities to participate in
the administration and oversight of a state's Vocational
Rehabilitation program. Under federal regulations, each State
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Rehabilitation Council must consist of at least fifteen members.
Your Committee further finds that the Hawaii State Rehabilitation
Council is statutorily required to have twenty-one members and has
had difficulties recruiting and filling all twenty-one seats,
resulting in difficulties meeting quorum requirements and
hindering decision-making. This measure will allow the State
Rehabilitation Council to fulfill its mission and retain federal
Vocational Rehabilitation funding by reducing the number of
statutorily required members from twenty-one to fifteen.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 313
and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be referred to your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

>7Z

HN M. MIZW
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives “&R l3 44

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
SB_313 o2, SHA 03 .4, 293

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: | Pass, unamended (asis) [  Pass, with amendments (HD) [ Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MIZUNO, John M. (C)

8. GARCIA, Diamond \Y
TOTAL (8) ~] |
The recommendation is: @ Adopted ~ 1 Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee aC}).me(s)
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: < gN W
Distribution: Original (Whité) — Committee Duylicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




