
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR22 , 2023

RE: S.B. No. 295
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B.
No. 295, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE CHILD WELFARE SERVICES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Malama Ohana Working Group within the
Office of Weilness and Resilience to seek, design, and
recommend transformative changes to the State’s existing
child welfare system; and

(2) Appropriate funds for the Malama Ohana Working Group.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Department of Human Services; Office of Hawaiian Affairs;
Office of Weilness and Resilience; Stonewall Caucus of the
Democratic Party of Hawai’i; Hawai’i Youth Services Network;
Catholic Charities Hawai’i; Hawai’i State Coalition Against
Domestic Violence; Hale Kipa; Rainbow Family 808; Hawaii Coalition
for Child Protective Reform; EPIC ‘Ohana, Inc.; Family Programs
Hawaii; Na Kama a Hãloa; Hawai’i Community Foundation; and
seventeen individuals.
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Your Committee finds that the problems faced by children and
families in the State’s child welfare system are extremely
complex. Addressing the needs of the State’s families and
children, particularly the needs of Native Hawaiian families and
children, requires collaboration between the Department of Human
Services and community stakeholders. Your Committee further finds
that the Office of Weliness and Resilience, established by Act
291, Session Laws of Hawaii 2022, is uniquely situated to address
the various barriers that impact the physical, social, and
emotional well—being of all people in the State. The Malama Ohana
Working Group established by this measure is intended to improve
outcomes for all children and families in the State’s child
welfare system by collaboratively working, with the community td
protect children in and out of the child welfare system.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Amending the composition and membership of the Malama
Ohana Working Group; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
295, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 295, S.D. 2, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ft¶~C~ I ~j~Z_S(

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S’~Z96 ~ ~J~4~1
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) P Pass, with amendments (HD) D Hold
D Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MIZUNO, John M. (C)

2. AMATO, Terez (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au \~

4. ILAGAN, Greggor

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.

8. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (8) (~i_ ~ j
The recommendation is: ~ Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committe ronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: -

Distribution: Original ~1hitu) — Committee ~uplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pialc) — HMSO


