
STAND. COM. REP. NO. ici~
Honolulu, Hawaii

2023
MAR24

RE: S.B. No. 1594
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Health & Homelessness, to which was
referred S.B. No. 1594, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CRISIS INTERVENTION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish a Crisis Intervention and Diversion Program
within the Department of Health to divert persons in
crisis from the criminal justice system to the health
care system; and

(2) Appropriate funds to support crisis intervention
efforts.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health; State Council on Mental Health;
Disability and Communication Access Board; Honolulu Police
Department; Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition; Hawaii Disability
Rights Center; The Institute for Human Services, Inc.; and six
individuals.

Your Committee finds that thousands of people in the State
are arrested each year for offenses such as drinking liquor in
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public, loitering in public parks after hours, and camping in
restricted areas such as on sidewalks or beaches. Your Committee
further finds that many of these people suffer from issues
relating to drugs, alcohol, or mental illness and would be better
served by being diverted from the criminal justice system and into
the health care system, where they can receive appropriate health
care services. This measure is intended to address a gap in the
State’s continuum of care by expanding the State’s existing crisis
intervention and diversion programs to ensure individuals with
mental illnesses receive appropriate care.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the intent and purpose of the measure is
for the expansion of existing crisis intervention and
diversion activities within the Department of Health and
requiring the Department to collaborate with relevant
parties to execute and implement these activities;

(2) Changing the effective date to June 30, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee respectfully requests your Committee on
Finance, should it deliberate on this measure, to consider an
appropriation amount of $11,407,200 for the expansion of existing
crisis intervention and diversion activities and $150,000 for the
certification of law enforcement officers in mental health first
aid and the crisis intervention team model.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health & Homelessness that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
S.B. No. 1594, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it
pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 1594,
S.D. 2, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health &
Homelessness,

DELLA AU BELATTI, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ ISi°j

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

S3l~99,SP~ t-LT,F.IN 3I~t2.t2-3
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
0 Pass short form bill with H1~ to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. BELATTI, Della Au (C) 7

2. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna (VC) /

3. AMATO, Terez

4. ILAGAN, Greggor

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. MIZUNO, John M.

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.

8. GARCIA, Diamond 7

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: 0’Adopted LI Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

corn ttee a nyrn(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Com tte Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


