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Providing COMMENTS on 

SCR 77 
 

REQUESTING THE HAWAII STATE ENERGY OFFICE TO CONDUCT A STUDY TO 
DETERMINE THE EXTENT TO WHICH OWNERS OF MULTIPLE PROPERTIES 

THAT ARE PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION WITHIN THE STATE 
AGGREGATE THEIR REQUIRED PARKING SPACES AND CHOOSE TO 

DESIGNATE AND ELECTRIFY PARKING SPACES IN A COUNTY THAT IS NOT 
THE SAME COUNTY WHERE THE MAJORITY OF THE PARKING SPACES ARE 

LOCATED. 
 

Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Cochran, and Members of the Committee, the Hawai‘i 

State Energy Office (HSEO) offers comments on SCR 77, which requests HSEO to 

conduct a study to determine to what extent owners of multiple large (100 spaces or 

more) parking facilities aggregate the required electric vehicle charging spaces in an 

inequitable way (e.g., electrifying (more) parking spaces in one county but none or less 

in the other county/ies). 

HSEO’s comments are guided by its mission to promote energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, and clean transportation to help achieve a resilient, clean energy, 

decarbonized economy. Emissions from transportation account for the largest share of 

energy sector emissions in the state. As noted in the 2017 Greenhouse Gas Inventory, 

transportation emissions in Hawaiʻi were at 8.98 million metric tons of carbon dioxide 

equivalents, accounting for 51 percent of total energy sector emissions. For Hawaiʻi to 

meet its statutory target “to sequester more greenhouse gases than emitted as soon as 
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practicable but no later than 2045”, further planning and implementation of clean 

transportation alternatives are essential. The equitable distribution of EV charging 

infrastructure across all islands is consistent with HSEO statutory objectives. It is 

important to address any potential inequities in EV charging infrastructure as achieving 

state energy policy objectives will require participation from the residents of all counties. 

HSEO does have concerns that the proposed study would require significant 

resources and staff time to assess a snapshot in time of all parking facilities and owners 

without addressing potential future inequities. A study by Ulupono Initiative, “The Costs 

of the Vehicle Economy in Hawaiʻi,”1 identified approximately 3.8 Million parking stalls 

throughout Hawai‘i. To determine if EV charging infrastructure was being aggregated 

inequitably between islands HSEO would need to review all parking facilities and facility 

owners to cross check ownership and jurisdiction and determine which facilities had 

more than 100 stalls. The next step would be to profile location and timing of EV 

charging infrastructure installations for each entity that owned the parking facility and to 

ascertain whether transfers of facility ownership had occurred. Understanding both the 

current distribution of charging of a facility owner as well as how and when that 

distribution came to be is required to understand whether or not the distribution of EV 

charging for an individual entity was developed inequitably. Each of these steps would 

require significant material resources in both funding and staff. 

Moreover, even if the costly study was conducted and inequitable aggregation of 

EV parking stalls was not found to currently be an issue, it would not mean that the 

issue could not arise in the future. This is relevant in that EV penetration in Hawaii, 

while being one of the leading states on a per capita basis, is still approximately at two 

percent. 

HSEO recognizes the need for preventative measures to address any potential 

issues before they occur and supported SB 370 which would have put in place 

 
1 https://ulupono.com/news-listing/report-examines-hawaii-s-21-8-billion-vehicle-economy/ 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ulupono.com/news-listing/report-examines-hawaii-s-21-8-billion-vehicle-economy/__;!!LIYSdFfckKA!yhESaQafb6eKTq5wDA0s_0dIiRM5Sk1B5UK4VeVUCIDyQk9jsMhSZUUw3G1YJ-I1sIX00N_rTIYpZRTZfmEAttvW1ZOJ$
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requirements to ensure the equitable distribution of charging infrastructure. Importantly, 

this solution would not have adversely impacted any entity that was currently deploying 

charging infrastructure equitably across counties, nor would it create an incremental 

charging infrastructure requirement for parking facility owners. We appreciate the 

legislature's attention to this matter and support the development of effective solutions 

to ensure equitable distribution of EV charging infrastructure across all counties. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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SCR 77 REQUESTING THE HAWAII STATE ENERGY OFFICE TO CONDUCT A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE 

EXTENT TO WHICH OWNERS OF MULTIPLE PROPERTIES THAT ARE PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION 
WITHIN THE STATE AGGREGATE THEIR REQUIRED PARKING SPACES AND CHOOSE TO DESIGNATE AND 

ELECTRIFY PARKING SPACES IN A COUNTY THAT IS NOT THE SAME COUNTY WHERE THE MAJORITY OF THE 
PARKING SPACES ARE LOCATED. 

 
Good morning, Chairperson Lowen and members of the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection.  I 
am Tina Yamaki, President of the Retail Merchants of Hawaii and I appreciate this opportunity to testify. 
 
The Retail Merchants of Hawaii was founded in 1901 and is a statewide, not for profit trade organization committed to 
supporting the growth and development of the retail industry in Hawaii.  Our membership includes small mom & pop 
stores, large box stores, resellers, luxury retail, department stores, shopping malls, on-line sellers, local, national, and 
international retailers, chains, and everyone in between. 
 
The Retail Merchants of Hawaii supports the intent of SCR 77 Requesting the Hawaii State Energy Office to Conduct a 
Study to Determine the Extent to Which Owners of Multiple Properties That Are Places of Public Accommodation Within 
the State Aggregate Their Required Parking Spaces and Choose to Designate and Electrify Parking Spaces in A County 
That Is Not the Same County Where the Majority of the Parking Spaces Are Located. 
 
Less than 2% of the cars in the state of Hawaii are Electric Vehicle and of that the majority are on the island of Oahu. 
 
However, if a study is done it should be more comprehensive and NOT just count the number of EV stalls at each 
location.  To be a complete study it should also ask the questions 
 

• How many of the stalls are actually being used at each location?  

• How often are the stalls actually being used at each location?  

• For how long? All day? Couple of hours? Once a week?  Never? 

• Who is using the stalls – Customers? Workers? Residents who live in the surrounding area looking for a 
free EV charge? 

 
Business have put the charging stations in those areas where the demand is high. It is our understanding that many of the 
EV chargers on the neighbor islands and outside of Honolulu are not being used very often.  It is mainly people looking for 
a FREE charge, so their personal electric bill is not affected, or their condo does not have charging stations.  We also 
want to point out that on the neighbor islands the need for charging station is less as many who have EV 
vehicles have charging stations at their home. Unlike in Honolulu where there is a dense population of condos that 
don’t have charging stations in their building. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
 
 
     
 



SCR-77 

Submitted on: 4/12/2023 9:42:46 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 4/13/2023 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Barbara Best Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We must move to EVs and accomodate them 

 



SCR-77 

Submitted on: 4/12/2023 11:24:35 AM 

Testimony for EEP on 4/13/2023 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Matthew Geyer Individual Support 
Remotely Via 

Zoom 

 

 

Comments:  

SUPPORT SCR77 

 



SCR-77 

Submitted on: 4/12/2023 6:53:20 PM 

Testimony for EEP on 4/13/2023 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Caroline Azelski Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

In support of SCR77. 

Thank you. 
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