DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR
STATE OF HAWAII

WILLIAM J. AILA, JR
CHAIRMAN
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION

JOSH GREEN
LT. GOVERNOR
STATE OF HAWAII

TYLER I. GOMES
DEPUTY TO THE CHAIRMAN

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

P. 0. BOX 1879
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96805

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM J. AILA, JR, CHAIRMAN
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
HEARING ON APRIL 6, 2022 AT 1:30PM VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE

SB 879, SD1, HD2, RELATING TO COUNTIES
April 6, 2022
Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Yamashita, and members of the Committee:

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) strongly supports this bill that
requires the counties to maintain infrastructure within sixty days and under specified
conditions, as part of any housing development for DHHL. A similar measure was
approved by the Hawaiian Homes Commission and included in the Governor’s
administrative package by request of our department. DHHL requests that the effective
date be amended to make it effective upon approval.

In addition to developing new homesteads, DHHL also has other critical, albeit
lesser known responsibilities. Like a county, DHHL maintains and repairs existing
infrastructure (e.g. clearing of flood channels and drainage, roads and facilities
maintenance, sewer emergencies and repairs, etc.) Increasingly, this responsibility is
demanding a greater share of DHHL’s financial and staff resources to address.

In certain counties, the county has either not accepted portions of newer
infrastructure, or has stopped performing needed repair. One example is sewer
systems. Act 227, SLH 2014, clarified and confirmed that operating and maintenance of
sewer systems is a county function. However, DHHL continues to maintain the sewer
systems on Hawaiian home lands in the interim until Act 227 can be fully implemented
in subdivisions completed after the mid-1990’s. In addition, until roadways are turned
over to the Counties for maintenance, DHHL continues to be responsible for major
pavement repairs, maintenance of street trees, sidewalks, street lighting, signage and
striping. Recently, various communities have requested traffic calming and speed
abatement improvements, such as speed bumps, electronic signs, flashing beacons
and crosswalk improvements.

In DHHL’s sufficient sums budget request, the following Administrative and
Operating Costs for Repair and Maintenance of Infrastructure on Hawaiian Home Lands
financed through State General Funds are provided for the Legislature’s consideration.
DHHL is open to discussing and collaborating with the applicable County for repair and
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maintenance work that can be more efficiently and cost effectively implemented. In this
manner, DHHL can concentrate its efforts and funds available on lot development and
housing its beneficiaries. Below is DHHL’s Sufficient Sums budget request for FY23.

ISLAND | AREA or SUBDIVISION | MAINTENANCE FY 2023
Hawaii | Kawaihae Water System Operation & Maint. 120,000
Hawaii | Laiopua Villages Brush Clearing and Fire Breaks 50,000
Hawaii | Puukapu Water System Operation & Maint 255,000
Kauai Anahola Water System Operation, Maint, Emerg 75,000
Kauai Hanapepe Fencing/Gate Install/Repair
Kauai PMKK and Anahola Maintenance 75,000
Lanai Lanai City Maintenance 75,000
Maui Kula Maintenance 200,000
Maui Lealii Leialii Parkway Maintenance 85,000
Maui Waiehu Kou Detention Basins and Ditches 125,000
Maui Waiehu Kou Sewage Pump Station 80,000
Maui Islandwide Fencing/Gate Install/Repair
Lanai Lanai Ground Maintenance
Oahu East Kapolei Il Detention Basins (2) 30,000
Oahu Kapolei Maluohai, Kaupea, Kanehili Maint 75,000
Oahu Nanakuli Princess Kahanu Road Repairs 30,000
Oahu Oahu Sewage Spill Response and Repair 150,000
Oahu Oahu Street Light Replacement 375,000
Oahu Oahu Scattered Location R&M 1,200,000
State Statewide Tree Maintenance/Control 500,000
Oahu Waimanalo Drainage Channel and Tree Trimming 38,000
Oahu Waimanalo Detention Basin 30,000
State Statewide Ground Maintenance 500,000
State Statewide Sign Replacement 255,000
TOTAL 4,323,000

Also in DHHL’s sufficient sums budget request, the following Administrative and
Operating Costs for Repair and Maintenance of Infrastructure financed through State
General Obligation Bonds are provided for consideration by the Legislature. Similarly,
DHHL is open to discussing and collaborating with both the applicable County and State
agency for remediation, repair, maintenance and improvements of various infrastructure
systems which can be more efficiently and cost effectively implemented. On the following
page is DHHL’s Sufficient Sums budget request for FY23, with emphasis on construction
and remediation of existing improvements.
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AREA or SUBDIVISION | PROJECT COMPONENTS FY 2023
Hilo Keaukaha Sewer Imp. — Masterplan/Cesspool 1,000,000
Ka'u Ka'u Water System, Phase 2 1,000,000
Puukapu Roadway Improvements 2,000,000
Ka'u Ka'u Water System, Phase 3 1,000,000
Hilo Keaukaha Road Imp. — Health & Safety 1,500,000
Puukapu Puukapu Non-Potable Water System 500,000
Kawaihae Kawaihae Water: Production, Storage & Trans. 1,000,000
Anahola Anahola Dam & Reservoir Improvements 500,000
Kahikinui Kahikinui Roadways 1,000,000
Keokea Keokea Farm Lots Drainage System Imp. 500,000
Keokea-Waiohuli Wastewater alternatives and feasibility study 1,000,000
Kalamaula Kalamaula Water & Drainage System Imp. 1,000,000
Kalamaula & Kapaakea | Sea Level Rise Planning 250,000
Kalamaula/Kapaakea/ | Cesspool conversion 2,000,000
One Alii
Papakolea Papakolea Sewer Improvements Phase 2 15,000,000
Papakolea Sewer Improvements — CM Services 2,000,000
Waimanalo Waimanalo Bell Street Drainage Improvements 1,000,000
Waimanalo Waimanalo Dirt Drainage Channel Imp, Phase 1 3,000,000
Waianae Waianae Sewer Improvements 3,400,000
Nanakuli Nanakuli Sewer Improvements 3,000,000
Waimanalo Cesspool conversion 2,000,000
Waimanalo Waimanalo Sewer Improvements 3,000,000
Nanakuli Rehabilitation of School Seawall 1,000,000
TOTAL 47,650,000

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony.
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Aloha, Chair Luke, Vice Chair Yamashita, and Members of the Committee on Finance:

The Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i strongly supports SB 879
SD 1 HD2. This bill would require the counties to maintain infrastructure within sixty days and
under specified conditions, as part of any housing development for the department of Hawaiian
home lands. This bill would be effective on July 1, 2050.

We also recognize that one of the most serious barriers to distribution of house lots under
the Hawaiian Homelands program has been the lack of suitable infrastructure to serve those
properties — water, sewer, roads, and electricity primarily. This bill attempts to address this
barrier by requiring the Counties to ensure that such infrastructure is properly maintained.
“Infrastructure” includes water lines and appurtenances; storm drainage, including culverts and
catch basins; sewer lines and appurtenances; waste disposal and wase treatment systems; and
roadway improvements, including pavement, gutters, curbing, sidewalks, street trees, signage,
road striping, traffic calming measures, and street lighting that connect or are adjacent to county
infrastructure.”

Infrastructure is long overdue and badly needed for the Hawaiian community on
Hawaiian Home lands and it would be highly beneficial that the counties assist in its
maintenance. Please pass this measure.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,

Wik %
Aere Do
Co-Chairs,

Environmental Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai'i
Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Kalamaula Mauka Written Testimony

Phillip Stephens Homestead Association Support Only

Comments:
SB 879,SD1 HD2
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

Counties

My name is Phillip Stephens, | am a Native Hawaiian resident of Molokai and | represent
Kalama‘ula Mauka Homestead Association. Kalamaula Mauka Homestead Associations
(KMHA\) is a Hawaiian Homestead Beneficiary Association (HBA) as identified under 201.6 of
the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920 and federally defined Homestead Associations
under 43 Code of Federal Regulations. KMHA is located in the Kona district of Molokai, the
second largest landowner on the island. Our mission is to serve, protect, and preserve the interest
of the Native Hawaiian beneficiaries of the Hawaiian Home Lands trust.

| STRONGLY Oppose SB 879 relating to County standards on Hawaiian homes developments.
KMHA strongly opposes as there were NO BENEFICIARY CONSULTATION.

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify on this measure.

Phillip Stephens
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Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Support ertteno'[]?)s/tlmony

Comments:

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry strongly support SB879 SD1 HD2 Relating To Counties. Counties;

Infrastructure Maintenance, DHHL.



tagala
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 


	SB-879-HD-2_William J. Aila, Jr.
	SB-879-HD-2_Melodie R Aduja
	SB-879-HD-2_Phillip Stephens
	LATE-SB-879-HD-2_Johnnie-Mae L. Perry

