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Chair Yamashita and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) provides the following
comments.

The bill authorizes the School Facilities Authority Board, instead of the Governor,
to appoint an Executive Director of the School Facilities Authority, and would amend
section 302A-1702, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to do so. However, it is section
302A-1704, HRS, that establishes the School Facilities Authority Board and sets forth
its responsibilities. Because the purpose of this bill is to authorize the School Facilities
Authority Board to appoint the Executive Director of the School Facilities Authority, the
amendments in this bill would be more properly placed in the statute that describes the
responsibilities of the School Facilities Authority Board.

The Department recommends that, instead of amending section 302A-1702(b),
HRS, as described in the bill, repeal that subsection and amend section 302A-1704,
HRS, to add a new subsection to read as follows:

"The board shall appoint an executive director of the school

facilities authority exempt from chapters 76 and 89. The salary of the

executive director shall be set by the board and the executive director

shall be included in any benefit program generally applicable to the

officers and employees of the State."

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure.
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Comments:

My name is Alan Oshima. | am testifying as an individual in support of SB531SD2HD1. | serve
as a volunteer member of the School Facilities Authority board. This bill will give the board
powers that are similar to those given to other agencies. It will facilitate organizational
alignment among executive staff and the board. Thank you.
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